Association for Information Systems

AIS Electronic Library (AlSeL)

AMCIS 2022 TREOs TREO Papers

8-10-2022

Removing Digital Addiction: Through Digital Detoxication

Maarif Sohail
McMaster University, sohaim9@mcmaster.ca

Zehra Mohsin
Lahore College for Women University, zehramohsin78623@gmail.com

Sehar Khaliq
Foundation University Islamabad, seharkhalique@yahoo.com

Nicole O'Brien
Suffolk University, nobrien@suffolk.edu

Salman Nazir
West Virginia University

See next page for additional authors

Follow this and additional works at: https://aisel.aisnet.org/treos_amcis2022

Recommended Citation

Sohail, Maarif; Mohsin, Zehra; Khalig, Sehar; O'Brien, Nicole; Nazir, Salman; and Salam, N.A., "Removing
Digital Addiction: Through Digital Detoxication" (2022). AMCIS 2022 TREOs. 62.
https://aisel.aisnet.org/treos_amcis2022/62

This material is brought to you by the TREO Papers at AIS Electronic Library (AlSeL). It has been accepted for
inclusion in AMCIS 2022 TREOs by an authorized administrator of AlS Electronic Library (AlSeL). For more
information, please contact elibrary@aisnet.org.


https://aisel.aisnet.org/
https://aisel.aisnet.org/treos_amcis2022
https://aisel.aisnet.org/treos
https://aisel.aisnet.org/treos_amcis2022?utm_source=aisel.aisnet.org%2Ftreos_amcis2022%2F62&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://aisel.aisnet.org/treos_amcis2022/62?utm_source=aisel.aisnet.org%2Ftreos_amcis2022%2F62&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:elibrary@aisnet.org%3E

Authors
Maarif Sohail, Zehra Mohsin, Sehar Khalig, Nicole O'Brien, Salman Nazir, and N.A. Salam

This article is available at AIS Electronic Library (AlSeL): https://aisel.aisnet.org/treos_amcis2022/62


https://aisel.aisnet.org/treos_amcis2022/62

Digital Detoxication
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Abstract

Over-reliance on digital devices like cell phones, tablets, and iPad, has led to an individual using multiple
digital devices the majority of the time when he or she is awake. Multiple device usage leads to an
unconscious addictive use of a device that culminates in persistent information overload. This addictive use
leads to information overload that continues even when the device is not being used or the individual is
sleeping. We seek to explore if a digital detoxification app can remove digital addiction and create an
impactful and healthy device usage, resulting in impactful device usage. Researchers have talked about the
need for digital detoxification or digital cleansing. The popular remedies available include increased
physical activities like yoga and meditation. We propose a digital detoxification model that can be used for
mandatory service application of a device or the hedonistic use of an entertainment device. This model will
allow individuals to use digital devices to the extent that it does not lead to addiction side effects like
technostress, anxiety, insomnia, and information overload, thereby reducing digital addiction. This app will
prevent an individual from unnecessarily utilizing the device while promoting optimal use, facilitating
digital detoxication, and minimizing digital addiction. The digital detoxification apps will be available from
all the publicly available app stores and allow the end-users to develop healthy habits and then detoxify
from excessive use of the device. These apps will activate and prevent the end-user from excessively using
the device. The individual will identify the safe usage time of the device. The app will activate features like
airplane mode to ensure that excessive device usage is prevented and does not lead to digital toxification.
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