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Connecticut Digital Archive

Who We Are
• Unit in the UConn Library
• 1 full-time staff, 3 part-time staff
• Manage a 3.2 million object repository
• 85+ institutional members -
• Connecticut State Library
• Connecticut Historical Society
• Avon Free Public Library
• Stanley-Whitman House

• 200 content managers

What We Do
• Provide technology infrastructure to manage,

maintain, and disseminate digital collections
• Support members by providing resources,

training, and collaborative opportunities
• Advise potential participants about the

CTDA’s programs and refer them to
alternatives if no CTDA program is suitable
for their needs

• Cultural Heritage Coalitions
◦ DPLA Hub 
◦ Islandora Foundation
◦ State-wide digital initiatives 
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CTDA in Context

Our Program - Website
• Breakdown traditional power structures
• Inspire change

Timeline
• Summer 2020 - intern Kayla Hinkson-Grant does preliminary work
• Fall 2020 - Spring 2021 - Internal discussionto understand the baseline landscape of digital

cultural heritage in the US and in CT 
• Summer 2021 - self-examination of the CTDA and an analysis of its peers in the Digital

Public Library of America Hub network 
• Fall 2021 - CTDA in Context White Paper released
• Spring 2022 - Introduce new policies on participation, more research on reaching

non-customary groups, other unforeseen projects!
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–David Foster Wallace

There are these two young fish swimming along and they
happen to meet an older fish swimming the other way, who
nods at them and says “Morning, boys. How’s the water?”

And the two young fish swim on for a bit, and then eventually
one of them looks over at the other and goes “What the hell is

water?”
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Step 2: Survey DPLA Hubs

• Since we could not find the
information we were looking for on
the website, we sent surveys to
DPLA hubs.

• 14 out of 27 hubs responded.
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Welcome everyone to escaping the fishbowl, a case study
on expanding participation in the CTDA the DPLA Service
Hub for Connecticut.Our plan today is to speak for about
20 minutes and then open the floor to discussion. You are
welcome to post questions in the chat as we go along,
and we will address them and others during the question
period. A more complete explanation of our work is
available on the CTDA in Context Web Site. The URL is
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