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A Study on the Yamabushi Nagatoko of Itsukushima Shrine

= 0 R ]
YAMAGUCHI Yoshimi

Itsukushima Shrine was constructed by Taira no Kiyomori in around the third year of the Nin’an era (1168) when its prototypical versions of current
buildings were put in place. Since that time, many buildings have been built both on the sea and on the land surrounding the shrine. According to ancient
documents and other sources, there have been many increases and decreases in the number of buildings since the era of the construction of Nin’ an. Some of
the buildings on land have existed only for a certain period of time because they have fewer space constraints than do those at sea and because many of them
are auxiliary building. The yamabushi nagatoko is one such building and is thought to have existed only for a short period of time during the Kamakura
period.

The purpose of this paper is to show the period of existence of the yamabushi nagatoko and to clarify its architectural features, which can be reconstructed
by the order for lumber to rebuild in the second year of the Ninji era (1241). It can be inferred that the yamabushi nagatoko was built from the Nin’an era
until the second year of Ken’ei era (1207) and that it existed until it was destroyed by fire in the second year of Jouou era (1223). After that, there was a
plan to rebuild it, but most likely the construction was never completed. The reconstruction by the order for lumber shows that the yamabushi nagatoko was

a slightly simplified version of the basic structural form of the attached building of the Ninji era.
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