
Dear Editor,
The outbreak of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
has changed the typical lifestyle of people worldwide for 
nearly two years. Maybe before the onset of this pandemic, 
no one believed that a virus could change all aspects of 
life. COVID-19 has had a catastrophic effect worldwide, 
and it has led to more than 5 million deaths.1

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
different factors such as emotional and exaggerated 
images and news, rumors, and misinformation about the 
origins and causes of the disease, have affected the lifestyle 
of the people, and many people have lost their family or 
friends., all leading to increased anxiety.2 The results of 
studies in the previous pandemics have shown that one of 
the most critical domains of harm is the mental health of 
people and the significant point is that the mental health 
of infected individuals was less affected than non-infected 
individuals. During the COVID-19 pandemic, different 
studies have evaluated the mental health of people. Fear 
and anxiety are common feelings that are experienced 
by patients with or suspected of COVID-19. A study 
published in 2020 showed that fear of illness results in 
increased anxiety and stress levels in patients, healthy 
individuals or health workers. 

On the other hand, the role of sleep is clear and 
different studies have been done on the quality of 
sleep, so the importance of sleep quality and its effects 
on people’s lives is not hidden from anyone. In both 
developed and developing countries, sleep problems are 
growing and becoming one of the emerging epidemics. 
Also, the relationship between sleep quality and physical 
and mental health is evident to all. Sleep quality has a 
direct relationship with a stronger immune system, better 

mental health, and higher quality of life. All the studies 
have shown that this disease is usually accompanied by 
simple respiratory symptoms (fever, fatigue, and dry 
cough) that can reduce sleep quality. Furthermore, sleep 
quality is reduced based on family orientation, working 
conditions, and home quarantine.3 

Results of different studies have shown that physical 
activity can reduce the symptoms of anxiety and improve 
mental health, but during the pandemic, people are in 
quarantine, and they are deprived of sufficient physical 
activity. In 2020, Chouchou and colleagues found that 
lack of physical activity and poor-quality sleep during this 
pandemic directly affects well-being.4

Currently, all governments are attempting to buy 
vaccines and vaccinate their citizens, but they must pay 
attention to the effects of pandemics on the life and mental 
health of people. Some of these effects may persist for 
years, so the global health system should be aware of the 
pandemic’s psychological aspects. Do not forget that after 
the vaccination of the people, the world does not go back 
to the normal condition of before starting this pandemic. 
Vaccination is the first step in fighting this virus. The next 
step is improving people’s quality of life. 

Conflict of Interest Disclosures 
The authors declare that they have no conflict of interest.

Ethical Statement 
Not applicable.

References 
1. Davoodi P, Akhlaghdoust M. The mental health of pregnant 

women during COVID-19. Int Clin Neurosci J. 2021;8(3):103-
4.

2. Mattioli AV, Sciomer S, Cocchi C, Maffei S, Gallina S. 

Do not Forget People’s Mental Health
Poorya Davoodi1,2* ID , Atousa Hashemi1 ID , Negin Ahmadfakhredin3 ID , Melika Jourablou2 ID , Meisam 
Akhlaghdoust2,4 ID , Hasan Mosazadeh5 ID

1Department of Molecular Medicine, University of Padua, Padua, Italy
2Functional Neurosurgery Research Center, Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran
3Department of Laboratory Sciences, School of Paramedical Sciences, Shahrekord University of Medical Sciences, 
Shahrekord, Iran
4USERN Office, Functional Neurosurgery Research Center, Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran
5Department of Psychology, Kazimierz Wielki University, Bydgoszcz, Poland

*Correspondence to Poorya Davoodi, Department of Molecular Medicine, University of Padua, Padua, Italy. Tel: +39-
0498272368, Email: Poorya.davoodi@studenti.unipd.it

Int Clin Neurosci J. 2022;9:e13                                                         

International Clinical
Neuroscience Journal

© 2022 The Author(s). This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original 
work is properly cited.

doi:10.34172/icnj.2022.13

Open Access
Scan to access more

free content

  Letter to Editor

Published online May 8, 2022

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1022-0288
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6352-9778
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2194-2622
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3552-7569
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0484-9098
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1313-8530
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.34172/icnj.2022.13&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2022-05-08
https://doi.org/10.34172/icnj.2022.13


Davoodi et al

Int Clin Neurosci J. Vol 9, 20222 journals.sbmu.ac.ir/Neurosciencehttp

Quarantine during COVID-19 outbreak: Changes in diet and 
physical activity increase the risk of cardiovascular disease. 
Nutr Metab Cardiovasc Dis. 2020;30(9):1409-17. doi: 
10.1016/j.numecd.2020.05.020.  

3. Ferini-Strambi L, Zucconi M, Casoni F, Salsone M. COVID-19 
and sleep in medical staff: reflections, clinical evidences, and 
perspectives. Curr Treat Options Neurol. 2020;22(10):29. doi: 

10.1007/s11940-020-00642-4.  
4. Chouchou, F., Augustini, M., Caderby, T., Caron, N., Turpin, 

N. A., and Dalleau, G. (2020). The importance of sleep and 
physical activity on well- being during COVID-19 lockdown: 
Reunion island as a case study. Sleep Med. 77, 297–301. doi: 
10.1016/j.sleep.2020.09.014.

Citation: Davoodi P, Hashemi A, Ahmadfakhredin N, Jourablou M, Akhlaghdoust M, Mosazadeh H. Do not forget people’s mental health. Clin Neurosci J. 2022;9:e13. 
doi:10.34172/icnj.2022.13.

http://journals.sbmu.ac.ir/Neuroscience

