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ABSTRACT

Dark Memories

(Under the direction of Tom Franklin)

Dark Memories is the first in a series of mystery novels. It takes place at Ole Miss and 1
rescarched the history ot the University and its traditions. This included a variety of
interviews as well as reading many books. The story examines the problem of race
relations and perception. The novel contains two parallel stories: the tale of three

fraternity boys during the 1962 Integration and the contemporary homicide story.

When Jordan Teague finds the body of an Ole Miss co-ed. her friend and reporter. Meg
Anderson begins working with Detective Davis Heard to find the truth. As they begin
questioning students and faculty. Meg’s friend from her undergraduate days and FBI

Crime Analyst. Tyler White arrives with information linking the victim to a crime in the

past.
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Author’s Note

An Introduction to Dark Memorics

I have always been drawn to the written word. 1 am not sure when it started. As a
child. T reached out for the board books 1 am sure my parents read tor me. and perhaps
my desire to learn the written word was interpreted as infantile fidgeting. 1 generally
pinpoint the beginning of my love aftair with books and writing to the age of three. No
paper or pen in our house was safe. [ hoarded them: our church bulletins boasted the

scribbled scrawl of my first stories. Any canvas was fair game.

My desire to write is undeniably intertwined with my love of reading. however.
which came first is more of a chicken and egg dilemma. 1 do not remember a time in my
life when my parents were not reading to me or I was reading myself. My parents can
probably still recite Go Dog Go by Dr. Seuss and my dad can still. and often does at
request. use the voices he created to characterize Hank. Drover. Wallace. and Junior. the
cast of the Hank the Cowdog series. Arguably. both were early inspirations to my desire
to write. The world of Dr. Seuss was fascinating. The mysteries and antics of Hunk the
Cowdog made me giggle and because my dad insisted on inserting my name into the
story. an act which infuriated me because | was certain my name was not written.

inspiration to learn to read all by myself.



By the ume first grade rolled around. 1 had already filled diaries with scribbles.
flipped through books on my bookshelf. and was tamiliar with the stories they told
because of my parents” willingness to set aside their own books tor mine cach night. 1
was ready to read and write. Although the first few weeks were challenging. 1 quickly
advanced my reading level to well beyond my grade. As 1 excelled in reading. so too did
[ excel in writing. My entries to my journal and my first grade essays got longer. [ found
myself writing at home. After reading a short non-fiction essay about Jane Goodall. 1
wrote my first research paper about elephants using the Animal Encyclopedia and
Children’s National Geographic as my sources. My fascination with the written word
grew as | realized it opened the door to knowing anything 1 cared to research. The love

affair with words had blossomed into a comtortable. loving and reciprocal relationship.

I have never lost my desire to write. instead it has only continued to grow. In
Junior High. I decided to write my first novel. 1 knew [ want to be published. and 1 had an
idea. One hundred pages later. I had my first manuscript in hand. Looking back. I am
glad every publisher and agent I sent a letter to rejected me. It was my first attempt at a
novel. and admittedly. the teen romance written in diary format is not something I
particularly want my name on now. However. it was an important milestone tfor me.
Despite the rejection. | knew that sitting at a computer. and typing out a story was not

only something 1 dreamed about. but something 1 enjoyed and could do.

In high school. I continued to pursue writing. With age. however comes the
realization that someday. there has to be a job that pays the bills because electricity.
water. phone lines. and trash men do not work for free. I had no desire to be a starving

artist. and I am a practical woman. I had worked on the School District Broadcast News



program. flawk Fye News. written articles for the local paper. and in high school. 1
enrolled in our High School Newspaper class. Though during my single semester on the
paper (7he Aviary) 1 wrote exclusively cover stories. 1 quickly realized this was not how |
wanted to spend my entire life. I enjoved finding my own stories and angles tor them. a
luxury I received at fHawk Exe News but not where column inches were a critical part of
daily functioning. Nevertheless. 1 realized the value of versatility. 1 do not regret for a
second that [ spent time working treelance tor our local paper. The Red Oak Record.
working as Copy-Editor and Crime Anchor tor Hawk Eve News. or even my time writing
for 7he Aviary. Indeed. my time working for these organizations is part of why Megan

Anderson in Dark Memories s a reporter and not a cop.

My sentor year | embarked on another written adventure. For my Gitted and
Talented Independent Study Project. [ chose to write another novel. This time | wanted to
write a mystery. The program put me in touch with Michelle Stimpson. a local Christian
author in our area. She informed me that publishers want authors to understand marketing
and participate in discussions with their following through social media. As | digested
this information. I hit a dead end in my novel. I had written sixty pages only to realize
that my familiarity with law enforcement was limited to CSI shows and other mystery
novels. I had no idea how the investigation should continue. I had started a blog when
Michelle informed me that this was something publishers looked for. and this became the
central point of my senior project. | became the Texas Girl in Cowboy Boots. the title of
the blog that discussed a little of everything from my impending graduation to the pride

of buying custom boots with money | had earned tutoring.



By the tme I graduated high school. 1 knew a few things for certain. My love of
the written word had been instilled yvoung. and I want to pursue it over the course of my
lite. I wanted and sull want to see my name in print. I am capable of writing well written
picces for a variety of mediums. but my favorite and my preference is still the story—the

novel.

These desires led me to the University of Mississippi. a school known for its rich
literary heritage. From William Faulkner to Greg lles and John Grisham. it was home to
many great writers. 1 toured tor the first time my sophomore year of High School. and 1
immediately fell in love with the beauty of the campus. its avid football fan base. and its
rich heritage of tradition. It was the literary counterpart to the college 1°d grown up with.
my father’s alma mater. Texas A&M University. Though A&M would have accepted me.
and I knew 1 would have the storied traditions surrounding football to which 1'd grown to

associate with collegiate life, 1 knew that the Aggie English department had little to offer

me. In the end. 1 did not even apply.

As 1 left Texas to pursue my Ole Miss English degree. | knew 1 had made the
right choice. I chose to pursue a minor in Business Administration. hoping a marketing
Job could be my day job as I wrote. I could have pursued journalism. I had written for
three newspapers and worked for many years as a reporter. Anchor. and Copy Editor of
the District Broadcast program. I had enjoyed my time in each position with each
organization. but I had found that I got tired of the way journalism operated. In print. |
had to work with InDesign to create layouts. It was tedious work. and something 1 was
completely uninterested in. Why did the layout matter if the story was good? I understood

the aesthetics but I hated it. In both print and broadcast. I had found that periodically



stories were assigned. All stories were expected to maintain a certain point of view.
While it was rare that 1 wanted to step outside these boundaries. 1 knew that should |
attempt to. I would be censored. At one point. a few lines of my story. despite being
accurate and rescarched. were cut tor the sake of image. It did not change the story’s
message. but I knew then that journalism was not my future. 1 did not want to constantly
bow to someone else’s priorities ot which stories should be covered. what angles were
acceptable. and what truth to include. That is not and has never been my style. I knew
journalism as a carcer would not offer me the freedom to write what 1 wanted. 1 looked
forward to my time at the University. a place 1 felt certain academic freedom would be
valued and censorship would not be a concern. For my future after graduation. I knew

Marketing. Public Relations. or Communications was a much better fit.
Influences

When [ was younger. I asked every professional writer | met what their advice
was for aspiring authors. 1 googled the question if 1 could not meet the author 1 respected.
Even today. I pose this question to writers speaking at Square Books and University
events. Almost all of them include two things in their response: read everything vou can

and write every day. | have taken this to heart.

Though I grew up having books such as Go Dog Go. Hank the Cowdog. and
Muggice and Devildust read to me. 1 did and do pursue reading on my own. My initial
interest in mystery novels can be traced to a visit to Flagstaft. Arizona. to my
grandmother. While I worked as the caboose to her docent tours of Riordian Mansion. |

visited with a park ranger. Kathy. who suggested I read Nancy Drew. Upon my return to



Red Oak. my mother gave me her copy of Naney Drew The Secret of the Old Clock. 1
devoured it Then [ sought more. My favorite 1s Nancy Drew The Secret ar Shadow
Ranch, which still has a home on my bookshelf. This was my introduction to mystery. 1

never looked back.

In my carly teens. I read romance and mystery almost exclusively. However. as an
avid reader. [ quickly ran into a problem. While my parents wanted to encourage my
reading and a broadening of my vocabulary and literary skill. I needed and wanted to read
adult novels at an age when allowing me to choose anything I wanted from an adult
fiction shelf was simply inappropriate. My mother chose to read books before me. As a
result. 1 was soon introduced to 1.1 Robb books. The /i Dearh series. though not
particularly literary. is a fun and a fast read. It follows Licutenant Eve Dallas. a New
York homicide cop several years in the future. 1 still read every new book in the series.
Though the mysteries are often almost formulaic in nature. 1 have tfound the J.D Robb’s
character development is what keeps me reading. Eve and her cohorts are so well
developed that my mother and I sometimes find ourselves talking about them as if they

are real people. 1 hope to develop my own characters this fully.

Eventually though. I would find authors my parents did not read with me. 1 do not
remember when I stumbled across my tirst Greg lles book: it was sometime in High
School. I started with a Penn Cage novel. I loved it. It was exciting to realize that | had
absolutely no idea who had committed the crime, an integral piece of the novel that was
frequently falling into place too soon for me as I read books by J.D Robb even if they
were entertaining. | quickly searched out every title I could find by him. I read them all:

some of them in under 24 hours. It did not take me long to realize that lles was an author



I wanted to emulate. 1 wanted my readers to question who had committed the crime until
it all came together. I wanted my readers to stay up late with their lamps by their beds
turned on. tlipping page after page unable to find a place in which they were comtortable

stopping.

Mysteries were not the only books 1 read though. True to the advice given by
professional writers. [ read a little of everything. This included Ayn Rand. | chose The
Fountainhead as the topic tor my junior year research paper. Not only was it an
intriguing novel. but it communicated a philosophy I found fascinating as well. After my
paper. | read other novels and essays by Rand. This culminated in my reading of Ar/as
Shrugeed this past summer. Rand also has a talent for integrating a story so well that
every detail matters. This is something | admire about her writing. She also has a
tendencey to include speeches by her heroes to explain their thoughts and actions. often to
communicate important aspects of her philosophy. I chose to borrow this technique in my
own novel. Detective Davis Heard has a two-page speech outlining his opinions on
reverse racism. prejudice. and attfirmative action. Though I would not venture to truly
compare his speech. which he communicates with his head hung. to that of Rand’s proud

characters. I will admit that it is from her novels that | learned of this device.

I have read more than these authors. I have shelves ot books that 1 cannot get rid
of because 1 simply love them. My parents were generous as | grew up. They were
always willing to buy me a paperback. drive me to a bookstore. or split the cost of a
hardback. When people ask who my favorite author is. my answer will depend solely on

what day 1t is. Monday may be Greg lles. while Wednesday may be Ayn Rand. My



rcading has certainly intfluenced my writing. It has shaped my idea ot a good book and
what [ want to write.

This Novel: The Origin of Dark Memories

My father graduated tfrom Texas A&M University in 1974, Growing up. |
constantly heard his ~Aggie stories.” We met his friends at Lot 74 outside Reed Area to
tailgate betore the game-—betore going to the Quad to watch Step Oft on Hullabaloo. the
March In. and most importantly. the football game in Kyle Field. I could sing the War
Hymn in its entirety by the time I was five. After all. my dad sang this and Jodis from the

Corp and the army to me as a baby as lullabices.

It was no surprise then to realize in High School that [ could never attend a
University that I could not be equally as dedicated to. I had grown up believing college
was a time to study. sure. but that the college experience and the friendships that were
made there were built around the traditions of the University. When my college search
began. I asked every ambassador about the truly important things: tickets to the football
game. traditions unique to the University. and what organizations were on campus. My
high school calculus teacher used to joke that although | was not planning to attend the
cult in College Station that bled maroon, I was simply searching tor a different cult to

join. There is. admittedly. some accuracy to that statement.

My background and my token questions I asked at every college tour resulted in a
fascination with University tradition. College is a great time in a person’s life regardless
of where he or she attends school. but tradition is what inspires alumni to return to

campus. donate money. and cheer for a team. One night at our tavorite Mexican food



restaurant. while discussing the college decision before me. I mentioned to my brother
and my mother my tascination with these ideas. Where had Boomer Sooner come from at
OU? Why did Ole Miss chant Hotty Toddy? The discussion was pure inspiration. By the
time I returned from dinner. 1 knew 1 wanted to write a mystery series. Each book would
take place at a different University and would showcase their tradition as my characters
sought the criminal. Such a series would allow me to tind the answers to my questions
and mayvbe watch a little college football while 1 was at it. [ wanted to write it. and Dark

Memories s the first of the series.

Though I had a general idea of what I wanted to show in my novel. I did not have
the actual plot line until last vear. When the Student Senate threatened to ban the playing
of Dixie at football games. I realized two things. The first was that while each university
has its own unique traditions. each also has its own problems and controversies and these
too are part of the make-up of the institution. The second was that Ole Miss constantly
struggles with the public image of our tradition. rarely understands the origin ot tradition.
and this combination has resulted in what I believe to be a self-destructive identity crisis.
Atter following the controversy in the Daily: Mississippian for a few days. I found my
story. Within the novel taking place at Ole Miss. there had to be a discussion about what
constitutes racism. where traditions came from. and the ensuing battle regarding what our
identity and tradition should be. Ole Miss struggles with the accusation of racism and
often over corrects as a result. I chose to represent that struggle as the core of my novel.

As a result. the issue of race is at the core of my novel.

In Aggieland. traditions and their origin are part of the vocabulary and part of

“street education™ and education within the Corp of Cadets from the time a treshman



arrives on campus. This is not the case at Ole Miss. 1 did not even know the name
“University Grays™ until April my treshmen vear when they were mentioned as a by-
product of a Civil War discussion in a history class | was enrolled in. No one elaborated
on them beyond their presence at the Battle of Gettysburg. 1 would not hear of them again
until | began rescarching the origins of the University traditions. Ole Miss does not
discuss why we dress up in the Grove, where the Walk of Champions originated. or any
basis for any tradition at all. T knew that to write this novel and show the controversies on
campus with the tradition they are about. I needed to know as much as [ could about

where our traditions came from.

I also recognized 1 needed to know as much as possible about the 1962 Race
Riots. After all. that incident is cited every time Ole Miss is on the news for anvthing. It
is often mentioned in debates regarding tradition as one more reason we must change
them. It was simply logical to include it in my story. Initially. I was not sure how. but 1
quickly settled on a parallel story when 1 thought about how the 1962 time period

remains such a part of our controversy. It is an important part of the questions regarding

identity and racism at Ole Miss.

During the course of my research. I read numerous books and spent many hours
in the University Archives. Though I had an idea of what I wanted to include in my

novel. I did not develop the plot until after my research.

During my time in the University Archives. I read looked through yearbooks trom
1960 to 1964. This became my basis for many descriptions of clothing and some of the

traditions that are either no longer here or the time at which they occur has changed. 1

10



learned through the yearbooks that Rush was held prior to the school vear starting during
that time frame. [ learned how students typically dressed by looking through the photos. 1

examined the spread that covered Dixie Week.

In addition to going through the vearbooks. 1 looked at newspaper and magazine
articles preserved tfrom the time frame. | started with the Clark Hairston Taylor
collection. and quickly continued to the Henry T. Gallagher Collection. I proceeded to the
L.ewis Collection. The speech JD Williams gave on October 31, 1962, "Another
Mississippi Story.” is preserved in this collection. It is from this speech that I took the

quotation used in my epigraph at the beginning of my novel. It also contained a variety of

news articles from TIME. Newsweek. and LOOK magazine.

I also perused the Citizens Council Collection tfrom this time frame. | read and
looked at a variety of pamphlets used for their propaganda. This collection was
particularly difficult to look through as it does contain some very otfensive material.
However. it helped me grasp the issues that surrounded integration. There was more than
simply racism: there was also an issue regarding states” rights. It is from these pamphlets
that Dale’s insistence that Mississippi is sovereign. which he repeats to Charlie and

Robert numerous times in the 1962 portion of the story. was born.

I also conducted research outside of the University Archives. | read a variety of
books about Ole Miss. the 1962 Integration. the history of the University. and even spoke
with students whose families have been associated with the University for many years. A

friend who was formerly an Ole Miss ambassador gave me his copy of the Ambassador

11



handbook. which included information about when various buildings were built and their

history.

While finding information on the history of the University was relatively casy.
finding information regarding the origins of tradition was a little trickier. Luckily. many
of the books about integration had background information outlining some traditions.
Others 1 looked up online or simply asked about. Many traditions here are shrouded in
m th. as perhaps tradition typically is. but some were tairly consistent. The origin of
Colonel Reb. tor instance. is fairly consistently traced back to Blind Jim Ivy. a black man
who sold peanuts on campus and was loved by the students. Blind Jim came to campus in
1896 and became an integral part of Ole Miss for the next sixty years. He is rarely
discussed now. but he was referred to as the Dean of Freshmen. taken to away football
games at the expense of the students. and in his later years. cared for by the students who
took up collections for his medical and eventually burial expenses (Eagles 43-46). The
origin of the Walk of Champions in the 1980s as part of Billy Bower’s walk of the
football tcam trom the Athletic Dorms to the stadium was also extremely consistent.
However. the origin of the Hotty Toddy is less so. There were numerous stories regarding
its beginning. all which refer to drinking but that is the only consistency. I ended up

avoiding the issue all together by simply not including its origin.

Though some of the research was challenging and all of it was time consuming. |
wanted my novel to be as accurate as I could make it. In addition to wanting to show the
University and its history accurately. I also wanted to ensure the accuracy of my law
enforcement officers. I worked with Professor Carl Jensen. a tormer FBI agent and a
graduate student sceking employment with the FBI. Connor Hagan to represent this

12



portion of the story with as much accuracy as possible. Both gave generously of their
time and I ask them to forgive the areas 1 tictionalized for the sake of the story. | asked
them everyvthing trom how a crime scene was set up to what and how soon information
would be released to the press. to how to include an FBI character into the story for the
sake of continuity with my series. 1 knew I wanted someone with federal jurisdiction. but
I was not certain how to go about including this. Protessor Jensen is the reason Tyler

White 1s an FBI Crime Analyst.

I also interviewed Christian Hensen. a current broadcast news reporter in
[.ubbock. Texas. She worked with me at Hawk Eyve News (the school District Broadcast
News program) and remains a friend of my older brother. I spoke with her over the phone
to understand the details of the profession. She was also available by Facebook message.
and generously helped me define Meg's role in the investigation and her priorities at her
job. It is because of this conversation for instance. that Meg is very concerned with
getting live shots. This is an important part of investigative journalism. It is also why
there is a reference to the police scanner on Meg’s desk at work and the importance of

fact checking. Without Christian Hensen. many of these details would not have been

included.

In total. I spent more than fifty hours conducting research for my novel. The
details and information I gathered has lent credibility and realism to a novel that could

have easily lacked believability.

Writing Dark Memories

13



I feel I have been very fortunate in that 1 attend a University with an Honors
College that not only allows. but encourages my writing a mystery novel for my thesis.
Over the course ot my undergraduate career. | have had the good fortune of having a
variety of excellent protessors who have truly helped me become a better thinker and a
better writer. My Honors 101 and 102 protessor. Dr. Neil Manson. 1s an exceptional
protessor who despite not actively aiding in the creation of this work was nevertheless
crucial to its completion. Protessor Manson was one of the first teachers 1 ever had that
returned a paper to me covered in red ink. Though admittedly. I had turned it in early for
his review and after revisions. I made an A on the assignment. I still learned some
important lessons from that experience. It was the tirst time anyone had challenged me in
my writing. and it was humbling. I had gone through high school being told how
wonderful my writing was. and my ink-stained draft was a lesson that there is always
room for improvement. Manson’s criticism is always constructive. and I always learn
something new. Even now. 1 periodically correspond with him for help with articles for
my internship with Phi Beta Kappa. and true to form he always tinds plenty of room for
improvement. Additionally. Professor Manson encourages my dream to write. but he also
has encouraged me to think outside the box for fiction. Though I still chose to focus on a
homicide with this mystery. Dr. Manson also opened the door to my consideration for
other options for my future works. There are numerous crimes and the world of criminal

fiction has room for more than murder.

I can cite a variety of professors throughout my time at Ole Miss and within the
Honors College who have bettered me as a person. a student. a thinker. and a writer. This

is what makes my University great: the encouragement of students” dreams and the

14



dedication of professors who want to help. Even during my final semester. 1 have three
professors who are quickly becoming not only people 1 respect tor their knowledge of
their subject arca. but also their willingness to help me pursue my passions and dreams

ceven when it is not totally related to their subject.

In addition to excellent professors encouraging my writing. this novel is also
shaped by a group of students. Part of the research credit tor the creative thesis was
taking English 424 Fiction Writing with my Thesis Advisor. Tom Franklin. 1 began
writing Dark Memories during class and the students in it critiqued the first several
pages. This was a particularly important experience tor the scene when Meg meets Leah
and looks through Brianna’s dorm room. Initially the scene was completely inaccurate
and unrealistic. The suggestions of the class to avoid having Meg tell Leah too much
about what was going on and to make Leah more anxious about her roommate were
important to my revision process. The workshop process helped me get started and forced
me to consider even further my characters’ backgrounds and motivations. My time in the

class gave me some insight into the literary industry.

Of course. the advice was not limited to the class. Tom’s input on this novel has
also been important. Initially the readers did not meet Dale Norwood. the professor in
contemporary Oxford. until the very end. Tom helped me understand that this is not a
particularly wise decision for a mystery novel. The readers would feel tricked. I made the
revisions. Admittedly. we did not agree on every revision. Tom has mentioned a variety
of times that he feels the prologue in Jordan's perspective is jarring for readers and is
technically unnecessary for the story. I respectfully disagree and have chosen to include it
because of others I have asked to read it and my own experience. Murder mysteries need

15



a scene in which the body is found. and 1 cannot have Meg tind the body initially because
that would change her relationship with the investigation and its law entorcement
officers. My rescarch would not allow me to do or support that. However. an opening
with Meg recerving a phone call is simply not enough ot a hook. A variety of mysteries
by Dan Brown include prologues or openings trom a perspective the reader never hears
from again. every CSI TV show is written in this format. and atter having others read
both openings. I chose to keep Jordan™s prologue tor its commercial value. It is the hook

that every mystery reader expects. even if it breaks a rule.

I want this novel to be commercial. I want it to sell. and 1 believe it can. In
addition to an audience of mystery readers. 1 think there are two niche markets inherently
present for this book. The first is obvious: Ole Miss alumni and fans will be interested in
a commercial story that takes place on campus. The second is high school teenagers
making a college decision. Furthermore. once more books are written. | believe the
market will increase. Obviously if an LSU alumnus reads the LSU University book and
likes the character. he or she may very well follow Meg Anderson across the SEC. This is
my goal. | understand that this novel may not be award winning caliber. and 1 understand
that the series itself may not be the type of books that win awards. It my books sell and
entertain a large number of readers. | will consider it a success. If I ever make the top of

the New York Times Bestseller list. I will know 1 have arrived.

Dark Memories and the Controversial Issue of Race

The racial issues and point of view represented in Dark AMemories are products of

personal experiences and conversations. I have experienced both etforts to silence
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historical accuracies and been the victim of reverse racism. | have watched society censor
conversation in the name of political correctness and frankly. I see a society so intent on
censoring words. history. and certain types of discussion that it could easily be compared
to the society of Fahwenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury. 1 did not set out to write a
controversial novel. I simply sought to include my experiences and the issues | see still
creating controversy on campus. though the events they stem from are years past. |
wanted to include an issue that haunts the campus and is at the center of every debate and

discussion we have about tradition. identity. and our heritage.

In high school. my English teacher who taught Huck Finn by Mark Twain told us
that it was once listed as a banned book because it included the word “nigger.” She said
when reading aloud. quoting from the book in papers or discussion. we would not include
it. Though a few of my friends and 1 voiced our concern that it was a part ot the book and
a historically accurate term for the time it was written. we were told that to say or write it
in any capacity—even in quotation for a paper—was racist. My friends and I were called
racist for our desire to read the book as it had been written. As | did when I worked in
journalism. | felt that censorship was unwarranted and frankly ridiculous. Why were we
censoring a classic? Why were we limiting our discussion? It did not take me long to
realize we were doing so out of fear. Fear of the accusation of racism. It is a powerful

accusation in today’s society. even when it is completely unwarranted. This experience is

the basis for Kimberly and Brianna’s initial confrontation.

When Obama was elected in 2008. I was in high school. At the time 1 was taking
gym. my final P.E credit. The class was a diverse group of students: there were a variety
of African American. Hispanic. as well as white girls. The day after Obama’s win. the
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African American girls shoved me into my gyvm locker and spit on me. The girl in the
center pointed at my face and yelled. “"We in charge now. bitch.™ The other white girls
quickly lett the locker room. The teacher did nothing. though she walked out ot her oftfice
while I was still surrounded. still in the middle of changing. by six it not more black girls.
When I arrived at lunch that day. I would learn trom a few triends that I was not alone in
having such an experience. Indeed. a voung African American male jumped on a table
ncar me as my friends and | were discussing it and ran towards the stage at the tront of
the cateteria. yelling. “"Black Power! Black Power!™ with his arm raised in a fist betore
running from the lunchroom. Once again. no one said or did anything. though the boy had
literally stepped on some lunches of white students when he’d jumped on the table.
Reverse racism is real. It 1s not a popular topic. and 1 have tound it is often discounted. 1
have shared these experiences and been told that it was not racist and that it is acceptable

behavior because I am not black and they are.

When | arrived at the University of Mississippi. I knew relatively little about it. 1
knew the students dressed up for football games. 1 knew we chanted the Hotty Toddy. |
knew we had recently gotten rid of Colonel Reb. an act that was still controversial. At
first. 1 did not examine it too closely. I thought of Colonel Reb as an interesting relic of
the past. the Ole Miss equivalent of the Aggie phrase “Old Army.” denoting something
that was cool but is not necessarily honored or carried out anymore. However. that
changed when 1 began learning of why we had rid ourselves of him. When I came to
school here. I was told the students requested the change. Later. [ was told the faculty
Senate basically insisted the students choose a new mascot. At the end of the Fall

Semester of my freshman year, an organization I was a part of brought in a guest speaker
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who talked about all the racist traditions. how important it was to rid the University of
them. and discussed racism on campus. It was implied that all whites were racist. 1
listened. But I couldn™t quite understand. 1 asked when the traditions had started and
where they had come trom. Did they truly have racist origins? No one could tell me.
Though it was not directly stated at that meeting. it was implied that all white people on
the University of Mississippi campus were racist. Sadly. it set the tone and the precedent
for a variety of conversations and discussions I would have throughout the remainder of

my time here.

[.ast year. Obama was re-elected and the University freshmen burned a sign.
velled back and forth at one another. and stood around outside their dorms after a fire
alarm was pulled (this is the story I was given from a triend who witnessed the
proceedings). I had two protessors who stopped class the next day to discuss what had
happened. Though one professor admittedly was using it as a teaching moment and did
not completely throw the lesson plan out the window. the other sought to foster a
discussion about race on campus. Once again. it was implied. and this time. basically
stated that the white students at the University of Mississippi are racist. All of them.
Horrified and offended. I listened as all whites were lumped together into a mass of racist
villains. and blanket generalizations about the race were espoused and taught in a
University classroom. I was afraid to speak up and respond that these statements
themselves were racist and unfair for fear of being accused of racism myself. an
accusation I knew would be volatile. dangerous. and given