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Introduction

During welcome week in 2018/19 Learning Development delivered sessions to 2180 first
yvear students (125 workshops) as part of the integrated learning sessions. PR -y /' '
This project will evaluate an alternative way of introducing first year students to the services \_,.\.h S\ _M A_‘“L%/J/‘_j a1 |
provided by Learning Development and the environment the Learning Hub has to offer.
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Method

This activity used the model of solving puzzles, finding clues, deciphering codes to deliver
academic skills to students in a creative, innovative, and engaging manner. The purpose of
the activity was to guide students to discover the key induction material for both the
Learning Hub and Learning Development for themselves. Five groups of midwives

(19 students) who enrolled in April 2019, took part in the activity. Focus groups were
undertaken to inform the research team the best way to deliver such sessions in the future.

|Cha||enge One —Time is ticking |Cha||enge Two — Search for me }Challenge Three — Structure required thallenge Four — Who says? ot .
At the University of Northampton, we pride ourselves on the support we offer our students, and this is (-ﬁq
emphasi_sed within the l.ihrar_v and Leamning Services department. With academic support from the The library holds 300000 hard copies which are spread over floors 2-4. In addition, the library has over Assignments aren't just about reading and writing — they're exercises in construction too. Your task is to No piece of academic writing is complete without the references! These must be correct and are essential 3 vy '
Academic Librarians and Leaming Development to the friendly faces of the customer service team, cur jolr 500000 digital books which can be accessed via Nelson. we file books using the Dewey Decimal arrange and construct your ideas in the most logical, sensible way, so that your structure can support your to show the reader where your material has come from and to guard against accidental plagiarism. You et T
is to help you to reach your academic potential. Classification system (DDC), 3 structured classification system which allows library materials to be argument effectively. should take good notes and have an eye for detail to make sure they are 2l accurate ‘ il
organizad and easily located. The system is designed to allow items about the same subject to be shelved H d Ref. N Guid 4/ ﬁ‘ -
TR - - F q < - darvar ererencin uiae
Everyone needs help with their studies from time to time. Library and Learning together. All libraries in the United Kingdom use this systzm so books will be shelved consistantly. Introduction g Q’y +o
Services at the University of Northampton can offer advice to get you started Give the purpose of the essay 3 Dans b bt Aliiariy o
with your studies. From locating additionzl study materials, to improving your Set the context/scope — o
written or mathematics skills, to helping you to balance your studies, we can Intreduce your argum Use a 'FEEL" paragraph structure:
provide you with the help you reguire. R 3
nals | o . | 4 Paint — mzke your point
Each Faculty has a subject specialist Academic Librarian whao can help you to First Floor- No books ~
search for and evaluate information for your assignments. The Academic : S hd Evidence — to support your point
Librarians can help you with using NELSON as well as offering advice on the Szcond Floor: ca .

" e s el e e . Explzin/Evaluate — why the h LL d
subject specialist databases, strategies for literaturs searching and referancing hird Floor- 6 . A —— YDL{ a\/e c L,(_GC,&SS (7 5 OP gm,e
guidance. Fourth Floor: landing; 779 — 809,59, silent stud he Hid i | . | w*

. . Link — link back to the question or
Cur friendly customer service team are the staff who support and enhance s X .
your use of the library and our catslogue of resources, facilities and services so R to what is coming next th Lr’st bo l
i Conclusio H
please ask if you need any help. R
. No new inform
Learning Development is 2 resource for all students that provides free |n5tl’uctI0nS Summarise yo Eum
guidance and tuition on any academic skills, such as essay writing, |
iss 5 o i i il jcti 1) Use the fibrary catalogue computers to kocate the following book: .
:IS ertations, critical analysis, presentation skills, maths and statistics. You can . ¥ s |n5truct|0n5
Instructions
— : Take aJusk e, It b '
iri U 1 i tx. Try to find a table to t s, (The Hide is usually available).
the enquiries desk (2" floor]. ) D [ e 1) In the box, you will find another box and five keys.
hi
|nstruct|0n [ 2} ou will get to choose one key only and try to open the box.
3) Go to where these baoks are kept 3] Decide which sentence fits with each part af the essay structure and arrange in order
o to B place wheve Hies (2 shrmnse, ‘ 3) Open the box and you win the prizes inside.
- 4] Use your completed e suy structure to find a clue t o the location of your nest challenge!
kere slx should be Hwee :

4) Find an envelope next to this book. In the envelope there are 13 cards. You will

=il 2oLl o wihiat 5 do et need to keep these cards for your next challenge. ‘ !
1+ MoK SAw. SovEr Mgl .
P oOmnce you have found the 13 cards, and you have generated a number for this challenge,

then you can open envelope three,

4) If successful, ask for your time, write it on the sheet provided, and pose with your team for your
photo. Share with your friends #U0N Open the Box

Once you have completed this challenge, and you have obtained your final 5) Check out the L%@gn?-!:pgé{g to see where your team is.

number from this challenge, then please return to your starting point.
Once you have covered me and you know the where you are going, and you have generated a Once you know where you are going, and you have generated a number for this challenge,
number for this challenge, you can open envelope twa. you can open envelope four.

Plaase ask a member of staff if you are not sure where this is. Please remember to bring everything you have used [which wasn't tied down) with you.

Results o ‘L 1didnteven knowtherewas a
Students identified the activity was enjoyable and an exciting introduction to the Learning fourth floor.”

Hub. Although all of these students volunteered for the activity the consensus was this .
should be compulsory for all students. The challenges were pitched at an appropriate level of
difficulty, although some students did suggest they would like the tasks to be longer and
more involved. In terms of a more formal induction, the students overwhelmingly preferred

the ‘open the box’ activity. One surprising outcome for the research team was that the f /’djust/eindﬂ think ZZ/ew/eag 171/
students had not realised the spaces, and books, are available on all floors of the Learning

Just figure it out for myselflater.”
Hub. Overall the results were positive and they reported that they were confident using the s . ,
, R , , , *  “Iwould muchpreferitthisway...
Learning Hub, and the resources within it in their future dies at Waterside Campus.

‘I feellike l'm already engaged...”

*  “Ifitwas a big group and someone just
kind of pointing at books it will be Like
this is wherethat is, this is where that

Teams Times

Hedgehog 19 mins 12 secs
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Fram 24 mins 43 secs

Flat 17 26 mins 4 secs

No Idea 27 mins 9 secs

Mighty Midwives | 29 mins 45 secs
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