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Dl'TRODUCTION 

'!he inuch disou sed parity p:rioes among all cla.ss~s of 

f al"'Jllars have ea.used mu.oh a.gi ta. tion n the On! tod States • 

It is beeoming apparent that this uge of te~hnology 

and the economic status of farm people should be in a close 

harmony w1th that oi' industrial standards. 

In the Ennis Independent School. Distrlat. agrieul~ 

ture in addition to supplying the b sic human needs, is a 

iay or life, a means to honorable e:mplo}Plnent, and a source of 

wealth, In short., agriculture affects the 11.fe of every

home in this school district. rlhile it would be presumptuous 

at thi time to mea&ure the full ef~ects of this program, the 

n-1ter believes that his oight years of close contact with 

the peopl,e oompr,i.aing tllis valuable occupation, has given 

him the background, kno ledge and ~orien~e necessnry to 

accurately gauge beyond. reasonable doubt, the f':t'octs or the 

adult agricultural eduoa.tion program on the people of Ennis * 

1J..exas . 

Historic 1 aakground 

In the year, 1917, and in the 64th Oongress or the 

United States of erice. the Sra.1 th ... Hugh .s Act was passed. 

During the pa t 37 years many changes have taken place. 

The Texas Vocational Board during the middle forties 



felt that it as too big a job for a man to serve as prin

cipal or superintendent or a $ohool. 

2 

So the nrincipal f the Carver Hi ::,h School n a 

advised to accept ono or tho other; "'0 he gave up vocational 

agriculturo and accpoted str ight prinoipalsh i_ . · 

In the smmner o f 194"6, the ·:·:ri ter resigned his job 

at Fishe r Hi gh School, Athens, Tex.as, to a.ocept a job aa 

vocational agricultural teacher at Ca.r-vor High Scbool, 

Ennis., Texas, 

It would presumptuous at this time to measure tho 

.full effects of his endeavors, but after the passing of 

eight years, the time 1s ripe to begin an impar tial ana.lyais 

o:f the effee ts of the agrieul tu.r-al rrogram in the Ennis, 

Independent School District. 

Since adult education in a dc:nocra.tio society calls 

.fOI' the expond.i turo of some monoy, 1 t should af'foot the well 

being of the p e ple, challenges the interest and support of 

many individuals and influence the welfaro of democracy it 

self . ,he true economic test of reeommendod agricultural 

practices is whether or not farmers gene!'ally find thom 

pro.f'itable. when applied to their businesses. Hu.man nature 

1s prone to attribute a parent success or failure to the 

wrong cause ,. f'a.rmers re continually experimenting il!ld 

gaining experiences in the operation of their businesses. 

Ir the praotice of most of the bettor farmers can be onumor-



ated and anal yzed statistieall, their tl"tle rel tionship to 

the income of farmers can bo accurately determ.1ned . his 

ill provide farmers and other agricultural workors with 

valuable information. 

Ellis · aunty is one of Texas leading erop growing 

counties on blaek land of the Nerth Central .art or the 

state. Stable nat1ve wh1 te population :vi th considerable 

Negro popul.ation depends primarily on e.-riculture for 11v-

3 

Th Ennis Inaependen't <1dl ool District has an area of 

156,.31 square mile• The largest town in tho district ls 

~nnisJ it has a population of 7.817 . Industries carried on 

are: Cotton ginning, oil mill work~ Poultry F ckin~ a.nd 

Flour Mill Industry. l 

~"h writer w s reared on a farm in East Texas, and 

came to ra.ir1e Vi~nv rieultural and MQehanic 1 College 

and m jored in griculture ,. 

He attempts to put this information to good use in 

the Ennis Independent Sohool Di .strict . 

any f rm practices were taught and encouraged. 

'fhe wri teP seoured the asistance of a li"ol -ted g~noy.~ Thia 

relat d a.genoy s soil oonsorvut1on aerviae . lbia serv1c 

co-operated with landown~rs o.nd oporators to· ttain soil 

1Tejt•S Almanac, 1954 ... 1955. Published by the Dall s 
.,..9.£.lliJ!S r/.e,-i§ , Ih '54-7.. 
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conservation objectives. 

Somo of tho many practices th t the farmers 7a~e 

aided vith were soil conserving prncticos such as contour~ 

ing, running terrace lines nd staking off ponds in pastures 

to furnish water for livestock. 

Definition of T rm$ 

AdulF -!,\J£ie~ltur~l Ed~o~tion as used in this study 

is a branch of education. As stated in Secti.on 10 or Origi

nal Smith-Hughes Act• such education shall be of less that 

college gr 0 de, and be dosignod to meet the needs of persona 

over l!i- years o:r age who havo entered upon or who ar•e pt'e

paring to enter upon the work of th farm or the farm home. 

Effect is used 1n the follo ing sense; to bring to 

pass, ex.eoute.t accornpl:t.sh, to produce . Ea.11eation has to do 

vith indueing growth ahd change in people . 

Statement of l>roble• 

.::>upervised fa1•mlng s9rv · $ as a basis for inat1•uotion 

"hieh has as ita outcome the development of persona for pro

ficiency :1n the vocation of far-ming and the improvement ot 

farm lifo~ 'l·ho problem of thl tudy is to an lyzo tho adult 

education ~rogrrun in Enns, Texa ~ for the purpose of ceter~ 

mining v1hether or not these o jectives .re being re -lized, 
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Scope and Method of Securing Data 

This is a study which eovars a period of eight 

yea-rs# from the y ar 191~6,, to the summer of 1951!-• It deals 

with members 1n the rriter' s evenin~ school elasses . They

are scatte1•od ovEJJ:> the nnis Independent School District 

hich has ovor 156 • .31 square miles .. 
1.l.'.hi s inform&. t · on was secured through quos tionna.ir 

1'1 .. om 31 key farmers in Ennis Independent School District ,. 

Farming i an industry of s .all indep ndent units . 

In farming , the unit o:f orga.nizau:Lon is small . In 

this respect farming 1s simile.I' to the small retail tl'."'ade 

ente~prise· nnd th& loe sho or n _ghborhood industries . a 

iib.e size or business i.s diroctl relatod to labor 

income during favor ble farming ye rs, and 1:nversely related 

to labor inco e .in poor y ars . 

In all sindlar !'arm management studies, this haa been 

strikingly shown. It is not possible to make a very large 

loss or ver.-y larg profit with a. small business . 

Generally farms among Uegroes in the black land areas 

re small as compnr d to East ·exa Farms . However they are 

:far more produetiv and the yield is much g1•eater 

2 
·G. • Forostor, Fa;.~ Org . lization and l.J.an~ement, 

w York: Prentic -Hall., Ineorpora-Eed, 19[~6, P • 1~ 



PRESENT~TION AND ANALYSIS OF D TA 

The Economio Conditions During Post 'lar Yoars 

During tho year 1946, mo.ny men were still in vari

ous branches of tho armed forces of the Unit d tatos. 

Som had r turned home to join in the family food front. 

6 

The adult farmer who had remained on the .farm during 

the war years and helped to grow :aiach of the .food and fiber 

needed 1n the war had to readjust himself to eond1t1ons that 

had come upon him. :he war years of 1942-43-44 and 1945 had 

est blished a false sense of economy for bim.3 Civ111an 

demands remained high during this time. Much of th output 

or ar goods. came to a sudden end a.fter Victory d y ln 

Europe, but factories were soon el ared for the1r old tasks. 

Even though 1;he farmer of 1946. had to become accustomed to 

feeding many people of foreign countries. more farm machin

ery was made available fo)!'i this task and al1 previous records 

were broken.4 Purchasing power remained strong, Total Qpend

ing 1nereased but prices that f'armers received for their 

produce ere good. 

Follo dng MP. alley's pr- diction,. •~ e yeo.r, 1946, 

was a most significant _pe catim yi:.H1.:r • .5 Despito roconve,:-.. 

sion problems in industry, farmers looked for ard to strong 

3.r... f • Ifoe1, 11Jfoonora..t c: Conditions Durin~ Var Ycuro," 
Tho Farm O~tlook for 1946, Vol. I, (January6 1946), P• 41 

tockman, (Janu ey, 1946>. P• 42. ----------
5Ib1d., P• 49. -
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year f'or agricultural products . 

lant .c,nt.e:r r ses and Dl stribu ion of Farm Acreage 

One-orop farming generally is considered to be risky 

from the stru'ldpoint of' income, soil depl tion oroaion, and 

form disease infest tion of' the soil,. In aome a.zteas1 some 

cropping of th& same field over and over again brings seri

ous problems regarding soil maintens..nee and the infestation 

of weeds.6 

Table I shows the diversified. crops in t..1-ie Ennis 

Independent ,ohool District, It i also ~ho1n that thero 

is a d finite incr>easa in m jor cash erop as .voll a in /13 p

plemontary crops 

TABLE I 

DISThIBUTIO? OF FA 1.M CR AGZ IN T , EN US IND.i,PB.:lfDENT SCHOOL 
DISTR!OT 

Year 

Cotton 
Oorn 
Pasture ' 
Porage 
Hy 

Peas 

1946 1947 19~8 ,1949 1950 195119521953 1954 
802 998 1109 1102 1236 127112471380 893 

82 '148 ' 153 152 tiJ.8 . 200 213 201 177 

~6 ... G2 , Go 79✓ -aa a9'· 11 · o/9 68 
78 75 75- 103 "102 96 - 96 91 90 

22 23 22 29 25 23 36.i 39 27 

6 •P1a11ning the F rm for :Profit and Stab:llity, 0 

Farmers Bulleti~, • • Depart ent of Agriculture, 1951. p.22. 
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lthough cotton 1s the leading cash crop 1n the outh, 

production is con.find, as a rule, to a fev months of th& 

year. 1he writer has encouraged diversified f rming in spite 

of the faet that farmers u ually find work through the sum

mer, late f 11. and winter, Cotton is a soil depleting oPop 

.rhen it is planted f'rom y r to year . vn-ien the plant food 

becomes used up_ the yi ld is mu.ch smaller and staple, short

er. 

lf cotten is to retain its title, 11King Cropu of the 

south. certain improved practices should be added, such as 

soil conserving and oil building pract1aes , Crop failures, 

although they may oeour ocoas1onally on any farm, re much 

more likely to occur in some areas than others; 

Farming risk oan be greatly reduced by following 

sound farm practices. Oiverait'icat:lon or crops, whenever 

possible, gives a farmer income evon if one crop faila . 

'lhe use of tested seed makes more cert in a good stand and 

will be secured , Hybrid seed fr-om proved lines assures 

yields. 

The appl1ea tion of cer•t in high analysis fertili

zers has oaus d a great 1ncreas in erop production. 

The Ennis ohool District h long been recognized 

as an outstanding crop producing area . 

'l'ha planting of on crop continuously has caused the 

law or diminishing returns to set 1n. Thia law is br:1 fly 



TABLE II 

THE YIELD FER ACRE OF THE MAJOR CROPS GROWN IN THE ENNIS 
INDEP~NDENT SC 100L DIST1IOT 

Year 1946 1947 1948 l.949 19.50 19.51 1952 

Average Yiel.d 
CGtton per 
Aore 850 900 1000 1000 900 1000 1000 

Average Yield 
of Corn per 
Acre 20 25 28 30 35 40 45 

verage Yield 
per Acre in 
Bales o.r Hay 100 200 250 300 350 400 450 

9 

1953 

1750 

50 

4-75 

t ted as follows, n hen a variable t'aotor is applied to a 

fixed rule, the rate of production vill increase per a.eise 

at a dim1ni h1ng rate-~ 

Ellis County many years ago produced better than a 

bal of cotton to the aere and good yi,elds of corn per acre. 

However, the one crop system has caused it to be slightly 

otf in production. The writer has caused 

1n production of cotton, corn, and hay. 

up,vard trend 

ble II shows a general increas~ in production 

brought on by planting soil conserving crops~ use of high 

analysis fertilizer, and the era.die t1on of insects through 

the use of poisons . 
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ih purcb in of hybrtd corn an 3>rov d otton 

a eel h Ve oe.u. 

Y ar • 

roduct1on o oubl dur t.he po.st 

he eropp1n y ,t houl prov1d, fir t ut'£1o1 t 

d ®t ot ho cone nt • • 

.fo l livestock on th t - 1 second_ to a.!nt tnin th 

l t 0 C Ol'O 

h1c th r 1 ago mark tJ fourth, ro t1on wi 1 

once to lna ot nd di 

'J: e e bould. be d t bo on, oroh d 

rod . oduct1on t o suppl then ed of th 

ting seed hould b ot lmo nn d }t a vari • 

tie. pU11& and f •e r O SG d bom d1 

ould r oe1ve ood c re. 

'l'hi9y may b bt 1n on th - a 

s and they 

• t le t cotton 

and con should b t1eld S· 1 ct d or 1,uroh d !' el! bl 

&OU C • 

able l sho ome of th pl on r Pio bl 

h e lt obt· lhe • 
1h pl t n ter ri e r t.b m j or on e r1 & 1n 

1 Ind ndent ~ohool Di t iev, 

th th plio ion ot r r 1 · 1 rs. b t r ad 

d r d1oat1on or 1nsco , th~ 

to b n 1 rg 

ble Il 

turn. 

lao how th t t r 

r1s ill continu 

https://lantf.ng


TABLE III 

PL NT EUTER RIZES 

.,. 

A.fte.r· No. 8 Jing X"oaults wore: 
Job or Before In yenr Your 
Problem Taught .:aught Tnught Good Fair Poor Total 

-
Cro, 
Produotjon 8 12 5 12 8 25 
Selection 
o:t" Improved 

6 6 25 S ed 19 19 
......... ~ f'liooiii!I 4 ........ , ...... 

1'rea t"!:1ent of 
:Disease and 
Insects 2 10 13 13 10 2 25 

Planting and 
Oult1vat1on 8 7 10 7 10 8 25 

Use of 
Fertilizer 8 12 8 12 5 25 

llome Vegeta.-
ble g'll'den 
Fertiliza -
tion 10 ~ 10 5 10 10 25 

Improving 
ut and Pruit 

T.r•e s 10 10 1 15 

Buo.ding and. 
8 15 Grafting 8 7 7 

oeleoting Trees 
.from reliable 
Nuraerx ,Z 12 7 l-2 z .3 22 

' 
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producing crops; many lived on the r rm but high prices puid 

£or labor in industrial a1•eas caused many of' them to give up 

the farm. However, some were lovers of farm life and remained 

on the farm and 17 have continued producing crops, 1th five 

going on to do a ood job; whorea.s, 12 re only doing a fair 

job_. 

None of the farmers already ongagod in farming ere 

using improved seed, this greatly hindered yield and st ple. 

In the year it was taught thel"e we:r-e 6 farmers who bogan 

buying improved seeds; a.fte1• 1 t a.s taught, l.9 took on the 

approved practice.or this number six are doing a good job, 

19 are doing fair job~ 

Treatment of diseases and insects generally means 

tho success of any crop farmer, In our economy production 

to its fullest oap aity is al a:ys stressed. 'I'hia 1a often 

hindered by diseases and insects. 

There were 2 farmers ~ho were treating their crops 

for disease and inseets; 10 farmers began in they a.r it was 

taught; 13 began a year fter it as t ught; 13 were doing a 

good job; nd 10 were doing a fair job. 

There w re 8 farmers planting and cultivating crops 

b fore being taught: yet their auocoss or results were poor. 

In the year it as taught, 7 began to oultiv te o.nd plant aa 

they were t ught; 10 began the yo r aftor it as t ught. 

Seven are doing good jobs,a.nd 10 are doing fa1r jobs. 

The use of fertilizer to 1ncr ase production 1a used 

https://practice.Of
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by 5 farmers• Th y ere not as suecesoful as they mi t have 

been due to use of tho wrong fertilizer. Blok land i usu

ally high in nitrogen but lo in phosphate, the pplloation 

of a high nitrogenous fertilizor only ineroases the stalk. 

It doos not id the fruiting of cotton or cause corn to have 

large average ears. Now there are 20 farmers applying fer• 

tili~er; 8 were doing a good job; 12 were doing a fair job, 

Tb.ore were 10 farmers growing gardens but they 1ere 

not very suoeoes!'ul. With everything high, they .felt they 

could make enough mon y to buy vegetables without groi1ng 

ther:i. However, fiv farmers bogan gro dng gardens the year 

it a taught and are doing a good job; 10 began the year 

after it was taught and are doing a fair job, 

Such nuts, a$ peeana and fruits., such as peaches, 

pears, and figs, were not produced . The idea still pre

vallod that 1t wu practical roP farmers to buy nuts and 

t'ruits , However, in the year 1t w11s taught 10 people began 

improving nuts and fruit tree with 10 doing fair job, 

Five began year after it as taught and are doing a good 

job, 

Many tre ~s grow wild but are v ry valu ble if prop-

rly budded and grafted. hese problem er not undertaken 

by the f nners . In the y r 1 t we. taught 8 .farmers began 

grai'ting, 1th all e.i.ght doing fai1• job, even begt:m a 

yerr a.ft r it was taught , They ar doing good job . 



The idea of lecting tre~s from a reli blo nursery 

had boon started . Th re were thr e £armors ,mo e~o doing 

this praotioe. 1'he peaches and nut tz•e s seleeted <lid not 

do good in the blaol lP.nd, however, some care o been given 

to solect what will host sro in this are nnd as a rosult 

12 farmers bogan a oarefu.l selection or treosi 12 are doing 

a good job. Seven began n year fter they ere t ught and 

are doing a ~air job• 

Beef Cattle Ofter Great Bupp1.ement to otton 

The writer b 11oves th t beef cattle i one of the 

soundest 1nvestm nt one may have on the farm,. beoa\l,se of' the 

wide pr'ieo eyclt\ which lasts from 7 to 15 years ., 

Through proper breeding, eed!ng, mo.nagem nt and 

marketing~ th growing of' boef c ttle is one of the coming 

cnternri.s-es in the nnis Ind p ndant S ool D1stt>1ot . 

Table IV shows a definite increase 1n b ef c ttle . 

It gives the farmer re dy oa h be.or h· f-tni hi cotton 

crop since the bast time to ma.rket b ef c ttl 1s 1 t winter 

and early spring . 

l>urin the p t oight yea the writ r ha taught 

pasture impr vo nt 

livestock. 

d encour e mor forge cro a fo~ 

Cattlo ~re rats d c1lefly on p stur an h y although 

1 rge quantttie of r in e use in finishing e ttle . 

In the black lmid of Ellis County large qu t1ti a 

of hay, forage crop, and cover crops are no gro m very 



TABLE XV 

BE••'n C4 TTLE GROW'U IN TEE r-nu I D~ END,..'NT SCHOOL DIS'l'RlOT 

Year 1946 194-7 19li-8 1949 1950 1951 1952 195.3 1954 

Grown 18 29 4h 61 82 100 92 99 87 

Sold 0 0 10 18 26 48 46 54 44 

iome 
Use 18 29 43 56 52 46 45 ~3 -
Tot 1 18 29 44 61 82 100 92 99 87 

--

·LE V 

DJ '"RY CA 'TLl! GRO rn n THE ENlUS UIDEFEl DE T $CHO◊ I G1
_ ·: IOT 

Year 194-6 1947 1948 1949 1950 19.51 1952 195.3 19.54 

Urown 22 30 42 !>'4- 74 82 90 62 

~old 0 2 5 15 25 0 35 39 32 

Home 
47 uso 22 ~8 37 39 49 .58 51 50 

1otal 22 30 42 51~ 74 8 82 90 82 
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protein. 7 

· TABLE VI 

DAIRY ENTFJ PRI~E 

After No. ::uxyine results WOl"O: 
Job or Before n ye r year 
roblem Taught 1:· u h t Taught Good !r Poor Total 

Feeding a 
Dairy 
<ation 3 12 3 12 15 

Growing 
Young 
Ho11'ers 3 10 10 3 18 

Scl cting 
a Dairy 

8 6 4 Bread 10 8 18 

Table VI shows that beforo 19461 tho'e e~c no 

farmers fo ding a dairy ra.tion; three · ro gro :1 g young 

d iry heif"ers., and non of th, sd1.1lt fo. m rs -were $Olcct1ng 

n do.iry breed. Sine th<-- t ne 15 f rmens ·a feeding 

dairy ration; 15 are gro ing young heifers and eighto n are 

s leoting a dairy breed . Sixteen af, th e are doing n good 

job, an 28 ar oing a f air job. 

7 yne Do.rro and forter edge, rm and ianoh 
A_Sr1cul\uri ,t, Vol. 80, o. 6, (·June, 1950), P• g. 



18 

Feeding the prop r r t1on long 1th p oper selec

tion of a dairy breed o.nd gro ing young d 1ry heifers re 

some of the most important jobs confronting the d 1ry farmer. 

The n-iter prim rily pointed out that f rming is 

m de up of small individual units; since that is true, 

farmer should grow into business r ther than go 1nto the 

business or farming. 

Beef Cattle Production 

The feeding of' e ttle for be~f production affords 

one of the most praotic 1 ways of disposing of grain and 

roughages produced on the farm. 

This industry f vors d1verisf1eation in agricult-ur 

and makes po sible well-balanced distribution or labor 

throughout the year, seventy-five per o nt of th fertilizing 

constituents of feed, given to livestock is returned 1n the 

manur J consequently, when manure is saved and p lied to the 

land, feeding operations largely mint in soil fertility. 

On most f rm, in the nn1s Independent School Dis-

tr1ct wher beef c ttl re grown, they aro fed before mar-

keting. he length of feeding p r1od varies from bout two 

months to as much as 12 months. older c ttle re usu lly fed 

a short time, wheres yearlings and o ttle two ye rs old and 

of good qu 11ty, in aver ge feeding condition requ1r . from 

4 to 9 months to tta.in su1 t ble degree of finish. 
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Table VII shows many of the problems connected with 

this enterprise and tho favorable rosponso the adults in the 

Ennis Independent ochool District ~ro making. In the ye , 

1946, there ifet'e only$ fa.rmors gro ing boei' cattle but 

they were not using improved pr oticea related to beof 

onterpri~e today, 

T.n.BLE VII 

Beef' Entorrr1se 
,.,,....,,. __ .,. 

After o . saying r')SUlts 
Job or Befor In ycn.r Year 
Problem 'J.•aught Taught Tau ht Good Fail' Poor -eding 

ev s f ·or 
rlrr t 15 5 15 

Vaeoinat1on 
for Black 
Leg and 
Anthrax 3 7 3 7 -
nature 
mprovem nts 5 5 15 5 1.5 $ 

11'/1nter 
6 4 Grazing 4 6 15 15 

were 

Total 

25 

l 

25 

25 

T bl r I lso sho a th t tnere were five farmers 

f edl:ug be ves or th rKet befor 1946 on of' th 

ere v~ccin ting for Black Leg end Anthrax . Five were 

ngaged in pasture improvements and 4 pl nt d rye for inter 
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grazing. 

Sine 1946 there h ve been 20 farmeFs feeding boeves 

for market. of this number, 5 ere good~ nd 15 1ere fair. 

~be high price of fo d and the fulling prico of cattle 

caused a dee.lino in foedi . pr cticGs. 

Only five people were improving their pasturos befor 

this job aA stressed and tau~.,ht. Since that time 20 peopl 

have app ied lime, and phosphate to their p· stures, and cut 

eeds and bushos. Only 4 farmers pr ctieed winter grazing in 

t e year 194.6. Since that time 21 fl!lrmers plant winter 

cover crop which is a soil conserving practice s ·vell s 

an nid to ~rowing better livestock. The long rowing season, 

mild winter, improved p stures and winter grazing make a 

very .favorable outlook for this enterprise. 

On improved past,:u>es, with winter grazing cattle 

,ill do tho1r harvesting, the eby saving l bor and at the 

same time building up the soil. 

ioultry I.:ntorpriso 

The poultry enterprise is one wbioh can be gro·m 

on vory limited areas and doas not requir a large amount ot 

labor; yet it may bring in money very month in th year. 

Th writer b 1 eves that the poultry business, just 

$ any other business, must keep abreast of' the time by 

altering bis m · agement practices in the light of no 

information, if it i to met com titian nd continue to gro . 
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Table VI I shows oome of the roblems conn ot 1th 

the poul t1,y enter risoc and ho 't-.r 1 th .farmers · i th the 

aid of the rvri tor w a blc o solve 1:ho • Only th1.,oo uaea. 

proved pr•actices b for 19!t-6, now 28 r uain b t·;;91, r 3ed .. 

ing pructioQs; e;.,5 ·ro cullin n01: ; 1-9 re 3 ... 0 .,. ng h1•0 r 

b• castod turko, s; 18 aro ro¥"lng turkeys for th0 llov r.i. or 

m rke t. ~i th the u o of 1..>n.p.A. .. ove pr" ctic s alo -, • , th :ravor .. 

ab le location this may become o· of the loading poultry pro

ducing ares , 

Ta.bl VI nhows that out of levan jobo taught on 

~oul try entel"'prlsos, thora iere four bo:tng p o t o<1 . Only 

two were t1"eating poult::-y dis aaes . 'today th ro a.re th:ti,ty 

far~ re who are treating the r birds for dis s uch a 

sore he d, nmsoul I' w akn " , and colds. Fift en e 

doing good, l.$ rci doing a f .r- jol: 11 

fone \Ye1•e actually vaocinu tinr- for chol rn. Cho era 

is a vory dr a ful igoase ue nll• c us ng a 1. et' r to 

in poulia y. Ii' .i.!'t. 11 1· ... ru u:-o no Y c t y:in n t.hi a rovod 

pr ctice . "ive r v ry aucces ful and 10 Rre do1ng n fair 

job .. 

uuch di oa. es s -.oup u.nd D.iai'l" 10 ._,. vo y c on 

in the blf:luk l d in .., "ln er · d spr ne . Only three •mre 

tre ting oiris tor theso di .. a e. od·y, 28 p oplo tr at 

th ir bird for the di _so3. Ton are 1oing god j b, 

https://ract:i.ce
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TABLE VIII 

P01JLTRY E TS~P1ns ·;s 

Aft r no. 1ng result ero 
Job or Before In Year Yoar 

robl'OJ'.!1 Taught ught To.ught Good Fir I1oor ot l 

Foultry 
Diseases 2 15 14 15 2 31 

Better 
Feeding 2 10 18 18 10 2 30 

Vaccin tion 5 10 10 15 

Use of' medioino 
!'or Di rrh& 
o.nd oup 3 10 18 10 18 3 31 

Poultry 
8 8 roduotlon 10 13 1.3 10 37 

Culling 11 ns 20 5 20 25 

Feeding ~deg 
lying nation 10 17 10 17 27 

ol·ct·on of' 
Hybrids 9 9 

'i oat1ng Turkey 
8 8 10 18 for blue comb 10 

elect on or broud 
b::-custed t->..irkey 10 8 8 10 18 

Feeding 
8 10 8 18 :for No"10 10 
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and 18 ;,ir d0ing 1.1 f 1r job• 

Culling hens for ogr. _roduct o .. snot pr cticod. 

Now 25 f rmer cull th ir 1 yin flock • li'i ve are doir 

good job, d 20 r- don f r job . 

f'rodnoinz plenty <. gs fo h m .. n const n tion nd for 

mal:'kotin3 nur. oses c .mot be one unle s on gg 

laying ration. 1.1.'wenty- ven f r. er·s ~ fe 1 g an e,. 

laying ration. on re doing goQd job; 17 ar doing a 

fair job. 

Hybrids are the esults of sevor 1 Cl .. OSSO hich 

pro uce birrl t nt lays r.10'.i.''O egg and concum s loss i'ee • 

Vfu n one can hold 0 th f od bill, there is much b tter 

chance for profit , Fou1 .. C n farmers have t !:On on this 

approved practice . Fiv re doing eood job, nd 9 uro 

done n fair job. 

Many farmers will not g o ., tui•lrnys boc u e of CeJ. .. t 1n 

peculi ri tios of the birdr . They a11 e ery ea"y to t ko con-

tag1ou and comrmmi a l di eas .o o o of' tho f rmor w re 

growing and marketing turkeys 4 To 3.e.y la1~g~ numbers r gro m 

and sold 1n Corsicana, D llas, and Fort orthJ 18 fa~mer e 

engaged 1n this onterpris • ,ight r olng oo job 

tr ting th m for blue com and oel ctln broad bro·stod 

type. 1· n are doing od job f' ini:t for No mb r xnar ot , 

and 8 are doing fai job. 

High mo1 .. t 11 t , ood ee ing, •. n g ment and 

https://communica.bl
https://Ct,l"to.in


favorable nar•kot aro soue o the i portant problems which 

determine whot er one w 11 succeed o:;. f il in the oultry 

entorpris s. 

Crons and ivestock ,, '/ a plement r." 

It 1s oft n feasible to dd livestock to the o ani

zat1on t'or the purpose ot util:f.zing unmarket bl productn, 

such as roughage,, pasturage, d ag d gr 1n, or other ero s 

which ordin rily cannot be directly m rketed at a profit. 

One type of livestock may be add d to the farm for th 

purpose of consuming products which otherwise ould b 

wasted by another cl as or livestock. Hogs are orton dded 

to th f rm for the purpose of utilizing the corn wasted by 

steers when the steers and other livestock re bei fod in 

dry lots., 

Through approved practic sin swine production, in 

feeding, breeding and management, the writer believ ho a 

are developing into one of the le din eom1•lementary f rm 

enterprises. 

~1nce the trend in th istr1ct is tor ise moro home 

grown feeds and provide bett r astur s, the f vor 1 loc -

t1on for marketing~-30 miles from D 11 sand 57 la from 

Fort orth stocky rds--o n b c pit lize u on. 

In ener l, the hog ont r rise on the f rms stud1 d 

as small. Ho ver, the writer encour ged lhol h todl 
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s NE 1.¾HOWN IN T IE N IS I IDE D NT CHOOL I S'I :dCT 

Dat 1946 1947 948 1949 9:.> 95 19.52 l 53 1954 

Hogs 
ro. :i , 10 133 156 3 317 34- 3i3 33 204 

Hogs Sold 45 70 76 192 226 256 2}4-7 248 132 

Used at Hone 65 63 88 96 91 91 106 139 72 

otal 111 133 156 288 317 347 353 330 204 

swine produot1on. rl'his is b o u. e tho hog enterprise is 

supplementary to the production of crop and could bo con

ducted without r ducing eitb r the ount of crops and th 

ttention ,1ven ~o crop production and without inor sing 

the labor force. 

T ble ll vill show deflnit increase ins ine ro

duotion. In the ye r 194, there or 10 familie gro ing 

hogs in the Ennis Independent School D1striot . :rod y th r 

r 25 fam1li s growing hogs.· In 1946, there were 110 being 

grown each ye 1~; od y, th f'a1· er 204 ho • 

hog ls an efficient mac ine for ch · in• fr 

grain into pork . 1hether this m oi11ne p y depends on 

number of things, such as good quality of took, comfort bl 

clean qu rtcra, plenty of • ur tr d sh de, fro dom fro 

dise s, good pa turos sk 11 n rketi , th prie o hogs 



versus tho price of feed, the amount or surplus gr in on 

hand , and proper m thods or f eding . 

exas farm PS produce f wor hogs no than they did 

fifty years ago . 

Texans r found to b road of pork . ., m d oom

erci l slaughter of hogs produood n T x s provide a po;r 

capita supply or pork that fall hort of To:c s nods . 

Annu lly thous nds or live hog und illions 0£ poune of 

ork products are shipped into Texas from statoc to meet th1 

demand. 

Th produc tion of swine h n advunt ge th help 

make it profitable . hey are prolific 11t IJ.hey r-quire littl 

labor an t he equipment neoess ry for handling them need not 

be expensive . 

'liable X shows th · produc tion of th swine enterprise 

nd ho1 the farmer h ve begun to solve th • 

'I' BLE X 

s lNE EN1'J, RISE 

No . saying r ault 
Job or B foro In o r ,rere: 
l oblom ~ ur)lt '.I:o.ught ood Fair OOI' 

·•eeding 
6 19 F} 

,, 
J for nr-

Selecting ure 
12 10 1 Bre" Ho~ 1 10 15 

' Sanito.tion 12 . .J.l 12 13 . 
4 

.. 
B tchoring 1.5 10 15 1 
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Be:tore 1946, s 1 shown in ' ble X, there :or 

thl'ee people feeding hogs for m -· t, o ... lec t l.ng · r 

bred o~s, and none racticing un1 ta.t,y m ur . f our , 
11 r•a butchoring . 

ii.1ce th t time th re re 25 od1 hot:; f o ... :ot, 

an 25 seleoting puro brod hog , 25 pr•act c1ng it ion, 

and 25 butch ring hos. 

he t 10 great •oblema ff'ccting the a ino nt r

pz-1 are feeding nd selections . ii thout; th se jobs bo1.ng 

ro erly performed., 1 t 1 impossible to ucoe d . ' ... horo o 

19 farmers fe~din hogs form rket , Ninet eu did ood job . 

Fift en are electing pur bred hogs , d 15 re dolng good 

job; 6 • doing u !'air job of feeding nd ml'' ting hos , 

and 10 aro doing f 1r job of elec ting d breding , 

Many h gs re grown and m rketed tho • bi ives 

a basic m rket for f o hogs at all time . 

The big problem 1n conserving food 1s to prev, or 

control the c tivities of germs or organisms h1ch cau·e 

.foods to opo11 . h e r· ye , mold, b oter i , and 

nzymes . The oat dang rous c~u e of 8 11 in o OU 

foods r spor•e :for ing bacteria hioh o u e rlou 11 ness . 

'.l: e roble of food o n ex•v ion h b n :f vor by 

olved by dults in th 
. 
nni Indep ndon Di r ct . 

onty-thre of 31 dul t oanned • tonsi ly. 1a 

w s d possible through h riter iving d ons r tions 
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in rood preservation. 

Almost all member of adult classes do so e tyno or 
food preservation. 

Date 

Pood Canned 

TB E XI 

FOOD ~. ~S•RV TI>N 

1946 1947 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 

2293 2501 2495 2553 3480 3390 4217 

------------------
enevor fuod p ice r·ise noticeably consumer ant 

to kn.o why, d h y of,;en ask how much f rmers are getting 

out of' these high r rric s the aro paying. 

a:rmors look t prices they n.re p yin:,, nd ·h y 

ant to know what booo.cnea of h 

figures . 

i ferenoe t. n th two 

11:hes questions also ave concerned ongre s ·1h1.ch 

recently authorized a specia inve tig tion into pr~ce 

spreads betw en farmers and conaU?ners . 

pproxb tely t o thirds of the adul tw in the nnie 

Independont oboo have t· ,ptod to solve the food probl ni 

yo .in 

r lentif • 

n 

Ll0 cannin co v rs or 

ll en food are 

z d n t le .1.nd -

e dent cool Di ::>ict h ve done much to olve the food 
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situation in this district. 

. nnual pu chases fo f-lmily of' three ~·c a. r 1 -

lo 

Pe•ohea 5 umbe 2¼ cana 

Sn p-beo.n 5 w ber 2 ouns 

Corn 10 rfo,:tb r 2 C !'UJ 

Feas 11 N bor 2 cans 

om~t es 14 • bo 2 cans 

Othcr.:1 70 · ":lb"r or 'ndri. 



'll1e study reveled that of the 31 r rmers studied, 

before they were taught, only 3 were for market; 

one s selecting pure bred hogs and 4 were butoherin hogs. 

Now 25 are feeding hoga for market, selecting pure bred 

hogs, pr cticlng s t tion and butchering hogs . 

'!here vere five persons feeding beeves for market; 

five were improving p sturos and four were planting inter 

grazing pastures, Now 20 re foeding beeves for marketJ 20 

are growing winter gr zing p stures . 

In the plant enterprises there were eight farmers 

selecting improved seed; two were treating crops for dise se 

and insects; eight liere using improved methods or planting 

and cultivation; five ere using fertilizer; ten ver growing 

home gardens and three were selecting fruit trees from 

r liable nursery. Stnae th se problem areas have been taught, 

there has been an increase in acreage and yieldJ seventeen 

farmer are selecting improved seed; t enty-thr ear treat

ing, crop for disease and insects; seventeen are using f r

t111zers. itteen re growing v gt ble g rdens, and 1mprov-

1ng nuts and fruit trees. 

reliable nurs ry. 

inete n are sel cting tr es from 

The study 1 o rev ls th t tvo ere tre ting poultry 

disease and carrying on bett r feodin; three were using 

medicine tor Diarrhea and oup; 1ght were eng ged 1n poultry 
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p'I'oduct1on. 

Presently twenty-nine farmers treat poultry for di -

& ses; t enty-oight us bettor feeding practices; fiftoon 

vaccinate for Cholera, t enty-eight use medicine for Dir

rhea and Roup; twenty-five cull hens for egg produot1onJ 

twenty-seven feed an ,egg l _ying ration. 

In conclusion, on the basis of information reveal d 

there i an opportunity ahe d for the farmers to do more in 

the !'uture than in the p st . 

A continuation of the bal nee bet een crops and live

tock, the addition of approved and improved practices , ill 

dd to soil fertility and will result in financial gains to 

farmers . 

Th se d~t wore analyzed 1 elven ables and the 

results were revealed a follows: 

1 . here wa an incre so in acreage and, also, yield . 

2. Twenty r rm rs re feeding beeves for market, t enty 

are improving pasture, t anty-one ar planting 

w1nter grazing crops . 

3. Twenty-five are feeding hogs for mark t,select1ng 

pure bred hog , and are pi .. cticing san1 tation and 

butchering . 

4. inere are fifteen feeding ad 1ry r tion and gro ng 

he1f rs; and eighteen are selecting ad iry breed. 

5. There were seventeen f rm rs seleoti improved seed. 



Tw nty- three wero treating cro s for dis se d 

insects . ~eventeen wer using improved methods or 
planting and cultiv tion. 

wenty were using fertiliz rs . 

Fifte n were growing ve etable gard ns and improving 

nut and fruit trees by budding and grafting, tile 

19 were selecting trees from reliable nu.rs r1 s . 

Change were brou t bout in nnis Indepond -nt 

School Di trict s result of patience, r 1th, nd hard 

work;durin the p st e1 t year, 11 indications o1nt to 

rapid pro resa 1n years to como. 
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00 NDATIONS 

1 . Develop better live tock and poultry. 

2 . Improve p turea and gi e vigorous support to soil 

and ter conserv tion practices . 

J . Pr otioe producing field crops ad pted to soils nd 

clim te, with emph sis on the use of home-gro 

feeds in feed1n and fini hing livestock for markot . 

4. Give full support to 1n ect, rodent 

nimal control work . 

d predatory 

5. mploy better t rm man gement praotio s, with 

regard to the inherent oas1b111ties of th f rm. 

6. Continue hom 1 prove on th t for r ly 

happiness and contentment . 

7. S ll products at time when r tw·na 111 be highest . 

8. Utilize machinery to fullest extent . 

9. Sooure goods d d rertilizers . 
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QUESTIONN IRE 

Name --------------------------Address ----------------------
Number of or•e in pasturo in: 1946 __ , 194 , 1949 

--·' 1950 __ , 1951 __ , 1952 __ , 1953 __ , 1954 

--· 
Number of ores in cotton in: 1946 __ , l.947 __ , 1948 

--· 1949 --· 1950 __ , 19$1 __ , 19.52 , 1953 

__ , 1954 __ .. 

Corn: 191.,.6 __ , 1947 __ , 1948 __ , 1949 __ , 1950 

__ , 1951 • 1952 • 1953 , 1954 --· 

Hay: 1946 _ , 1947 , 1948 , 1949 __ , 1950 

--~ 1951 • 1952 • 1953 , 19$4 --· 

Forage· 1946 , 1947 • 1948 __ , 1949 __ , 

1950 --· , 1951 --· 1952 __ , 1953 _....._,. 1954 --· 
Pee.a: 19lt.6 __ , 19lt7 __ , 1948 __ , l9lt-9 __ , 1950 

--• J.951 --• 1952 __ , 195.3 I 1954 ' . 
Food con erved, number of cans: 1946 , 1947 __ , 

194-8 ......... -• 1949 __ , 1950 __ , 1951 • ··-' 1952 __ , 

1953 , 1954 --· 

Do you own your own homo? ________________ _ 

If "y s 11 , for bow long? ________________ _ 



Number of ·Hogs grown: Y nr o. Sold 
1946 

1947 

194.8 

949 

1950 

1951 

19.52 

1953 

19.54 

Beef O ttl grown: 1946 _____ _ 

1947_....__ 
1948 __ _ 

1949 __ _ 

1950 ......._ __ 

1951 __ _ 

1952 __ _ 

1953 -----
1954_, __ 

Dairy ttlo grown: 1946 __ _ 
l9h7 __ _ 

1948 -----
1949 __ _ 

7 

No. Used 
by Homo ot 1 



Dairy Cattle grovm: 
o. U ed 

Yoar No, Sold Homo 

1950 

1951 

195, 

l 53 

1954 

en Whan Ho per-

Gre out or 
i'vening 
chool 

ote.l 

oultry 
Disease st rted studied rormed Instruction R sulta 

Better 
f'eed,ing 

Vaccination 

Us of' edicin 
.for Diarrhea 
and Roup 

oultry 
·roduction 

Culling Hen,s 

1'"' e ding ::tnd 
Egg Laying 
R ta.tion -

Selection ot: 
Hybrids 

Turkey 
rodu.ction 

lect1on or 
road Breasted 

'lurkeys 

F dine My 
urkeys for ovem

ber arket 



Poultry Disease 

Treating 
i'urkeys 
for Blue 
Comb 

S\vine 
Production 

F oding Hogs 
tor Market 

Sine 
Pr•oduo t1on 

Selecting nu.•e 
Bred Hogs 

Sanitation 

Butehering 

Beof Cattle 

Feeding Beeves 
1'or- Markt 

Vacc1nution for 
Black Leg 
Anthrax 

ilk Productio~ 

Feeding a Dai y 
Ration 

(Continued) 

en en How por 
started studied formed 

Gre out of 
•von1ng 
Sc ool 
Inst·uotiou 

39 

esults 



Growing Young 
H 1fers 

Selecting e Dalry 
Breed 

Crop Production 

Solection of Im
proved seed 

':ere tment of Dia
e se and In oots 

Plant ng and Cul
tivation 

Use .of Fertilizer 

Landscaping--Seleotion 
0£ Shrubbe::z 

Treatment or Disease 
and Ins.eots affecting 
Snrubbcry 

Home Vegetable 
Garden 

Fertil:lzation 

Planting and Cul ... 
tiv tion 

Eradicatir.g 
Insect 

Improving llU t n 
Fruit tro s 

Budding and 
Grafting 
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