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INTRODUCTION

The much discussed parity prices among all classes of
farmers have caused much agltation in the United Statess

It is becoming apparent that this age of te~hnology
and the economic status of farm people should be in a close
harmony with that of industrial standards,

In the Ennis Independent School Distriet, agricul-
ture in addition to supplying the basic human needs, is a
way of life, a means to honorable employment, and a source of
wealth, In short, agriculture affects the 1ife of every
home in this school districts While it would bé presunptuous
at this time to measure the full effects of this program, the
writer believes that his eight years of close contact with.
the people comprising this valuable occupation, has given
him the background, knowledge and experlence necessary to
accurately gauge beyond reasonable doubt the effects of the
adult agricultural education program on the people of Fnnls,

Texas.
Historical Background

In the year, 1917, and in the 6lth Congress of the
United States of America the Smith-Hughes Act was passed.
During the past 37 years many changes have taken place,

The Texas Vocational Board during the middle forties
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felt that it was too big a job for a man to serve as prine-
cipal or superintendent of a school.

So the principal of the Carver High School was
advised to accept one or the other; so he gave up vocational
agriculture and accpeted straight principalship,

In the summer of 1946, the writer resigned his job
at Fisher High School, Athens, Texas, to accept a job as
vocational agricultural teacher at Carver High School,
Ennis, Texas,

It would presumptuous at this time to measure the
full effects of his endeavors, but after the passing of
eight years, the time 1s ripe to begin an impartisl analysis
of the effects of the agricultural program in the Ennis,
Independent School District,

Since adult education in a democratic soeiety calls
for the expenditure of some money, it should affect the well
being of the pecple, challenges the interest and support of
many individuals and influence the welfare of demoeracy it~
selfs The true economic test of recommended agricultural
practices 1s whether or not farmers generally find them
profitable when applied to their businesses. Human nature
is prone to attribute apparent success or fallure to the
wrong cause, Farmers are continually a;porimanting and
gaining experiences in the operation of thelr businesses,

If the practice of most of the better farmers can be enumer=-
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ated and analyzed statistically, their true relatioﬂihip to
the income of farmers can be accurately determined, This
will provide farmers and other agricultural workers with
valuable information,

Ellis County is one of Texas leading erop growing
countles on black land of the North Central part of the
state. Stable native white population with considerable
Negro population depends primarily on agriculture for 1live
lihood,

The Ennis Independent School District has an area of
156,31 square miles, The largest town in the distriect is
Ennis; it has a population of 7,817. Industries carried on
are: Cotton ginning, oil mill work, Poultry Packing and
Flour Mill Industry.t

The writer was reared on a farm in East Texas, and
came to Prairie View Agricultural and Mechanical College
and majored in Agriculture,

He attempts to put this information to good use in
the Ennis Independent School District.

Many farm practices were taught and encouraged.

The writer secured the assistance of a related agencys This
related agency was soil conservation service., This service

co~operated with landowners and operators to attain soll

1Texas Almanae, 1954~1955. Published by the Dallas
lorning News, pe DU/



conservation objectives,
Some of the many practices that the farmers were
aided with were soil conserving practices such as contours

ing, running terrace lines and staking off ponds in pastures
to furnish water for livestock,

Definition of Terms

Adult Agricultural Bducation as used in this study
1s a branch of education, As stated in Section 10 of Origi-
nal Smith-Hughes Act, such education shall be of less that
college grade, and be designed to meet the needs of persons
over 1l years of age who have entered upon or who are pre-
paring to enter upon the work of the farm or the farm home.

Effect 1s used in the following sense; to bring teo

pass, execute, accomplish, to produce, Lducation has to do

with induecing growth and change in people.

Statement of Problem

Supervised farming serves as a basis for instruction
which has as its outcome the development of persons for pro-
ficiency in the vocation of farming and the improvement of
farm lifes 7The problem of this study is to analyze the adult
education program in Ennis, Texas, for the purpose of deter-
mining whether or not these objectives are being reallized,



Scope and Method of Securing Data

This is a study which covers a period of eight
vears, from the year 1946, to the summer of 195&; It deals
with members in the writer's evening school classes. They
are scattered over the Eanis Independent School District
which has over 156,31 square miles,

This lnformation was secured through questionnaires
from 31 key farmers in Ennis Independent School Distriect.

Size of Business

Farming is an industry of small independent units.

In farming, the unit of organization is small, In
this respect farming is similar to the small retail trade
enterprises and the local shop or neighborhood 1ndustrioa.2'

The size of business is directly related to labor
income during favbrablo farming years, and inversely related
to labor income in poor years.

In all similar farm management studies, this has been
strikingly shown. It 1s not possible to make a very large
loss or very large profit with a small business,

Generally farms among lNegroes in the black land areas
are small as compared to Bast Texas Farms. However they are

far more productive and the yield is much greater,

2

G, W, Forester, Farm Orggg%zation gag Eg%gggﬂgaﬁ,
New York: Prentice-Hall, Incorrorated, 3 Pe .



PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA
The Economic Conditions During Post War Years

During the year 1946, many men were still in vari-
ous branches of the armed forces of the Unlted States,
Some had returned home to join in the family food front.

The adult farmer who had remained on the farm during
the war years and helped to grow much of the food and fiber
needed in the war had to readjust himself to conditions that
had come upon him, The war years of 1942-43-li) and 1945 had
established a false sense of economy for him.3 Civilian
demands remained high during this time, Much of th§ output
of war goods came to a sudden end after Viectory day in
Europe, but factories were soon cleared for their old tasks,
Even though the farmer of 1946, had to become accustomed to
feeding many people of foreign countries, more farm machine
ery was made avallable for this task and all previous records
were broken.u Purchasing power remained strong. Total spend-
ing inereased but prices that farmers received for their
produce were good,

Following M¥r, Talley's prediction, the year, 1946,
was a most significant peacetime year.s Despite reconver-

sion problems in industry, farmers looked forward to a strong

3L R, Heel, "lconomie Conditions Durinﬁ War Years,

The Farm Outlook gor 1946, Vol, I, (January, 19 6)s ps s
hTho Farmer Stockman, (January, 1946), p. L2.

slbido, Pe ll.9.



year for agricultural products.

Flant Enterprises and Distribution of Farm Acreage

One-crop farming generally is considered to be risky
from the standpoint of income, soil depletion erosion, and
form disease infestation of the soll, In some areas, some
cropping of the same fleld over and over again brings seri-
ousg problems regarding soll maintenance and the infestation
of weeds.6

Table I shows the diversified ecrops in the Ennis
Independent School Distriect, It is also shown that there
is a definite increase in major cash cerop as well as in supe

plementary crops.

TABLE I

DISTRIBUTION OF FARM ACREACE IN THE ENHIS INDEPENDERT SCHOOL
DISTRICT

Year 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 195,

Cotton 802 998 1109 1102 1236 1271 1247 1380 893

Corn 82 148 153 152 148 200 213 201 177

Tasture 153 230 303 322 267 337 287 Ty 331

Torage B6 02 B0 0 o8 oyl us

Hay v 0 75 75 103 102 96 96 91 9

Peas 22 23 22 29 &8 23 ¥k W o1

6%pyanning the Farm for Frofit and Stability,"
Farmers Bulletin, U, S, Department of Agriculture, 1951, p.22.
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Although cotton 1is the leading cash crop in the south,
production is confined, as a rule, to a few months of the
years. The writer has encouraged diversified farming in spite
of the fact that farmers usually find work through the sume
mer, late fall, and winter. Cotton is a soil depleting ecrop
when it is planted from year to year, When the plant food
becomes used up, the yleld is much smaller and staple, shorte
er,

If cotton is to retain its title, "King Crop" of the
south, certain improved practices should be added, such as
soll conserving and soil building practices. Crop failures,
although they may occur occasionally on any farm, are much
more likely to occur in some areas than others,

Farming risk can be greatly reduced by following
sound farm practices, Diversification of erops, whenever
possible, gives a farmer income even if one crop fails,

The use of tested seed makes more certain a good stand and
will be secured, Hybrid seed from proved lines assures
yields.

The application of certain high analysis fertili-
zers has caused a great increase in crop production.

The Ennis School Distriect has long been recognized
as an outstanding crop producing area.

The planting of one crop continuously has caused the
law of diminishing returns to set in, This law is briefly



TABLE II

THE YIELD PER ACRE OF THE MAJOR CROPS GROWN IN THE ENNIS
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Year 19h6 19&7 191;8 19&9 1950 1951 1952 1953

Average Yield
Cotton per

Acre 850 900 1000 1000 QOO0 21000 1000 1750

Average Yield
of Corn per

Acre 20 25 28 30 35 Lo L5 50

Average Yield
per Acre in
Bales of Hay 100 200 250 300 350 L4oo L4so L7s

stated as follows, "when a variable factor is applied to a
fixed rule, the rate of production will increase per acre
at a diminishing rate."

Ellis County many years ago produced better than a
bale of cotton to the acre and good ylelds of corn per acre.
However, the one crop system has caused it to be slightly
off in production. The writer has caused an upward trend
in production of cotton, corn, and hay.

Table II shows a general increase in production
brought on by planting soil conserving crops, use of high
analysis fertilizer, and the eradication of insects through

the use of poisons.
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The purchasing of hybrid seedcorn and improved cotton
seeds have caused production to double during the past eight
years,

The eropping system should provide, first sufficient
roughngo. puhmm, and a large part of the concentrates
for all livestock on the farm; second, for maintaining the
fertlility of the soil; third, at least two cash crops for
which there is a good marketj; fourth, rotation with refere
ence to insect and disease control,

There should be an adequate home garden, orchard and
feed production to supply the needs of the farm,

Flanting seed should be of known and adapted variee
ties, pure and free from seed borne diseases and they
should receive good care,

They may be obtained on the farm, at least cotton
and corn should be fleld selected or purchased from reliable
sources,

Tabie I1I shows some of the plant enterprise problems
and the results obtained,

The plant enterprises are the major enterprises in
Ennis Independent School District.

With the application of fertilizers, better seed
and eradication of insects, these enterprises will continue
to bring large returns,

Table III also shows that there were 8 farmers


https://lantf.ng

TABLE III
FLANT ENTERPRISES

" " "

s oo

After THo,. saying results were:
Job or Eefore In year Year

Problem Taught Taught Taught Good Fair Poor Total

Crop

Production 8 5 12 5 12 8 25
Selection

of Improved

Seed 6 19 6 19 25

Treatment of
Disease and
Insects 2 10 13 13 10 2 25

Flanting and
Cultivation 8 7 10 7 10 8 25

Use of
Fertilizer 5 8 12 8 12 g 25

Home Vegeta=-
ble garden
Fertiliza -
tion 10

w

10 g 10 10 25

Improving
Hut and Fruit
Trees 10 5 5 10 10 15

Budding and
Grafting 8 7 7 8 15

Selecting Trees
from a reliable

Nursery o D | R T ARG IRy, O T
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producing crops; many lived on the farm but high prices paid
for labor in industrial areas caused many of them to give up
the farm., However, some were lovers of farm 1life and remained
on the farm and 17 have continued producing crops, with five
going on to do a good job; whereas, 12 are only doing a falr
job.

None of the farmers already engaged in farming were
using improved seed, this greatly hindered yield and staple.
In the year it was taught there were 6 farmers who began
buying improved seeds; after it was taught, 19 took on the
approved practice.0f this number six are doing a good job;
19 are doing a fair job,

Treatment of diseases and insects generally means
the success of any crop farmer. In our economy production
to its fullest capacity is always stressed, This is often
hindered by diseases and insects,

There were 2 farmers who were treating their crops
for disease and insectsj 10 farmers began in the year 1t was
taught; 13 began a year after it was taught; 13 were doing a
good job; and 10 were doing a fair job,

There were 8 farmers planting and cultivating crops
before being taught. vet thelr success or results were poor.
In the year it was taught, 7 began to cultivate and plant as
they were taught; 10 began the year after it was taught.
Seven are doing good jobs,and 10 are doing fair jobs.

The use of fertilizer to increase production was used


https://practice.Of
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by 5 farmers, They were not as successful as they might have
been due to use of the wrong fertilizer, Black land is usu-
ally high in nitrogen but low in phosphate, the application
of a high nitrogenous fertilizer only increases the stall,

It does not ald the fruiting of cotton or cause corn to have
large average ears. Now there are 20 farmers applying fer=-
tilizer; 8 were doing a good job; 12 were doing a fair job,

There were 10 farmers growing gardens but they were
not very successful, With everything high, they felt they
could meke enough money to buy vegetables without growing
them. However, five farmers began growing gardens the year
it was taught and are doing a good Jobj 10 began the year
after 1t was taught and are doing a fair job,

Such nuts as pecans and frults, such as peaches,
pears, and figs, were not produced, The idea still pre-
vailed that it was practical for farmers to buy nuts and
frults, However, in the year it was taught 10 people began
improving nuts and frult trees with 10 doing a fair job,
Five began a year after it was taught and are doing a good
jobe

Many trees grow wild but are very valuable if prop-
erly budded and grafted. These problems were not undertaken
by the farmers, In the year it was taught 8 farmers began
grafting, with all eight doing a falr Job. Seven began a
year after it was taught, They are doing a good job,
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The idea of selecting trees from a reliable nursery
had been started, There were three farmers who were doing
this practice. The peaches and nut trees selected did not
do good in the black land, however, some care has been glven
to select what will best grow in this area and as a result
12 farmers began a careful selection of trees; 12 are doing
a good job, Seven began a year after they were taught and
are dolng a fair job,

Beef Cattle Offer a Great Supplement to Cotton

The writer believes that beef cattle is one of the
soundest investment one may have on the farm, because of the
wide price c¢ycle which lasts from 7 to 15 years,

Through proper breeding, feeding, management and
marketing, the growing of beef cattle is one of the coming
enterprises in the Ennis Independent School District,

Table IV shows a definite increase in beef cattle,

It gives the farmer ready cash before he finishes his cotton
erop since the best time to market beef cattle is late winter
and early spring.

During the past elght years the writer has taught
pasture improvement and encouraged more forage crops for
livestock,

Cattle are ralsed chlefly on pasture and hay although
large gquantities of grain are used in finishing cattle,

In the black land of Ellis County large quantities

of hay, forage crop, and cover Crops are now grown very
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TABLE IV
BEEF CATTLE CGROWN IN THE ENNIS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

et

Year 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 195k

Grown 18 29 L) 61 82 100 92 99 87

Sold 0 0 10 18 26 L8 kb sl Ik

Home

Use 18 29

.

by 56 g2 M s

Total 18 29 L 61 82 100 g2 99 87

TABLE V
DAIRY CATTLE GROWN IN THE ENNIS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

: r———
Year 1946 19L7 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 195

Geown B2 YW A B BB N ‘'R 9N

Sold 0 2 5 15 25 30 35 39 32
Ho
e & W 3% % B = B A o

Total 22 30 L2 5l Tl 88 82 90 82
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extensively for livestock production,

During the war a large percentage of the people
throughout the nation were rejected on acGount of malnutrie
tions The Texas Food Standard calls for one quart of milk
for each c¢hild and one pint of milk for each adult,

Although there are 55 dairies in Ellis County, the
writer believes the best way for a farmer to have ample milk
and butter is to produce it on the farm.

Table V shows an increase in dairy cattle, Milk
and ite products are baslec as well as popular foods., Dairy
cows utilizge efficlently the large quantities of roughage
which many of the farms produce, also dalry farming 1s an
intensive enterprise, a large business can be built on a
uinll acreage.

American agrienltnro is headed for a livestock econe
omy, the longer proaperity lasts, the faster the changes
will be pronounced in the South, which now is recognized by
the United States Department of Agriculture experts as the
chief "eoming" livestock region, Agricultural and business
leadership must stress the feeding of more livestock on farms
for the sake of the scil, It muat bring about a balance use
of farm labor, It must bring about more diversified income,
greater returns from farm growth roughages, better pastures,
and the feeding of gralns in vroiper bMo with concentrated
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protein.’
TABLE VI
DAIRY ENTERPRISE
= ——
After No, saying results were:
Job or Before In year year

Problem Taught Taught Taught Good Falir Poor Total

Feeding a
Dairy
Ration 3 12 3 12 15

Growing
Young
Heifers 3 5 10 5 10 3 18

Selecting
a Dairy
Breed 8 10 8 6 L 18

Table VI shows that before 19L6, there were no
farmers feeding a dairy ration; three were growing young
dairy heifers, and none of the adult farmers werc selecting
a dairy breed, Since that time 15 farmers are feeding a
dairy ration; 15 are growing young heifers and eighteen are
selecting a dairy breed, Sixteen af these are doing a good
job, and 28 are doing a fair job,

7Wayno Darrow and Forter Hedge, Farm Ranch
Agriculturist, Vol, 80, No. 6, (June, 19507, pe 9.
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Feeding the proper ration along with proper selec-
tion of a dairy breed and growing young dairy heifers are
some of the most important jobs confronting the dairy farmer.

The writer primarily pointed out that farming is
made up of small individual units; since that is true, a
farmer should grow into business rather than go into the
business of farming,

Beef Cattle Production

The feeding of cattle for beef production affords
one of the most practical ways of disposing of grain and
roughages produced on the farm.

This industry favors diverisfication in agriculture
and makes possible a well-balanced distribution of labor
throughout the year, seventy-five per cent of the fertilizing
constituents of feed, given to livestock is returned in the
manure; consequently, when manure is saved and applied to the
land, feeding operations largely maintain soil fertility.

On most farms in the Ennis Independent School Dis-
trict where beef cattle are grown, they are fed before mar-
keting. The length of feeding period varies from about two
months to as much as 12 months, older cattle are usually fed
a short time, whereas yearlings and cattle two years old and
of good gquality, in average feeding condition require. from
I, to 9 months to attain a suitable degree of finish,



19

Table VII shows many of the problems commected with
this enterprise and the favorable response the adults in the
Ennis Independent School District are making, In the year,
1946, there were only 5 farmers growing beef cattle but
they were not using improved practices related to beef
enterprise today,

TABLE VII
Beef Enterprise

After DNo. saying results were

Job or Before In year Year

Froblem Taught Taught Taught Good Fair Poor Total
Feeding

Beeves for

Market 5 15 5 5 15 S 25
Vaceination

for Black

Leg and

Anthrax 3 7 3 7 10
Fasture

Improvements G5 5 15 5 15 S 25
Winter '

Grazing i 6 15 6 15 L 25

Table VII also shows that there were five farmers
feeding beeves for the Market before 1946. None of them
were vaccinating for Black Leg and Anthrax. ¥Five were
engaged in pasture improvements and L planted rye for winter
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grazing,

Since 1946 there have been 20 farmers feeding beeves
for market, of this number, 5 were good, and 15 were fair,
The high price of feed and the falling price of cattle
caused a decline in feeding practices,

Only five people were improving their pastures before
this Job was stressed and taught, Since that time 20 people
have applied lime and phosphate to their pastures, and cut
weeds and bushes., Only li farmers practiced winter grazing in
the year 19h6., Since that time 21 farmers plant winter
cover crops which is a soill conserving practice as well as
an aid to growing better livestock, The long growing season,
mild winters, improved pastures and winter grazing make a
very favorable outlook for this enterprise.

On improved pastures, with winter grazing cattle
will do their harvesting, thereby saving labor and at the
game time building up the soil,

Poultry Enterprise

The poultry enterprise is one which can be grown
on very limited areas and does not require a large amount of
labor; yet it may bring in money every month in the year,

The writer belleves that the poultry business, Just
as any other business, must keep abreast of the time by
altering his management practices in the light of new
information, if it is to meet competition and continue to grow.
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Table VILII shows some of the problems connected with
the poultry enterprises and how well the farmers with the
aid of the writer was able to solve them. Only three used
lmproved practices before 1946, now 28 are using better feed=
ing practices; 25 are culling hens; 18 are growing broad
breasted turkeys; 18 are growing turkeys for the November
market, With the use of improved practices along with favor-
able location this may become ome of the leading poultry pro-
ducing areas,

Table VIII shows that out of eleven jobs taught on
poultry enterprises, there were four being practiced, Only
two were treating poultry diseases, Today there are thirty
farmers who are treating thelr blrds for diseases such as
sore head, muscular weakness, and colds, Fifteen are
doing good, 15 are doing a fair jJob,

None were actually vacclnating for cholera. Cholera
is a very dreadful disease usuall:y causing a high death rate
in poultry, Fifteen farmers are now carrying on this approved
practice, Five are very successful and 10 are doing a failr
joba

Such diseases as Roup and Diarrhea are very common
in the black land in the winter and spring, Only three were
treating birds for these discase. Today, 28 people treat
their birds for these diseases. Ten are doing a good job,
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TABLE VIII
POULTRY ENTERPRISES

After No, saying result were

Job or Before In Year Year

Problem Taught Taught Taught Good Fair Poor Total
Foultry

Diseases 2 15 1 15 1 ¥ L3
Better

Feeding 2 10 18 18 10 2 X
Vaceination 5 10 5 10 15

Use of medicine
for Diarrhea

and Roup 3 10 16 10 18 e | |
Poultry

Production 8 10 13 i3 10 8 137
Culling Hens 1 20 A 20 25

Feeding and egg '
laying Ration 10 17 10 17 27

Selection of
Hybrids 5 9 5 9 1

Treating Turkeys
for blue comb 8 10 8 10 18

Selection of broad
breasted turkeys 10 8 8 10 18

Feeding May Turkeys
for November Market 8 10 10 8 18
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and 18 are doing a falr job,

Culling hens for egg production was not practiced,
Now 25 farmers cull their laying floecks, Five are doing a
good job, and 20 are dolng a falr job,

Froduelng plenty eggs for human consumption and for
marketing purposes cannot be done unless one feeds an egg
laying ration. Twenty-seven larmers are feeding an egg
laying ration. Ten are dolng a good job; 17 are doing a
fair job,

Hybrids are the results of several erosses which
produce a bird that lays more eggs and consumes less feed,
Fhen one can hold down the feed bill, there is a much better
chance for profit, Fourteen farmers have taken on this
approved practice, Five are doing a good job, and 9 are
doing a falr job,

Many farmers will not grow turkeys because of certain
peculiarities of the birds. They are very easy to take cone
tagious and communicable diseases, None of the farmers were
growing and marketing turkeys., Today large numbers are grown
and sold in Corsicana, Dallas, and Fort Worthj; 18 farmers are
engaged in this enterprise., Eight are doing a good Job
treating them for blue comb and selecting broad breasted
type. Ten are doing a good job feeding for November market,
and 8 are doing a falir Job,.

High mortality, good feeding, management and a
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favorable market are some of the important problems which
determine whether one will succeed or fail in the poul try

enterprises,

Crops and Livestock May DBe Complementary

It is often feasible to add livestock te the organie
zation for the purpose of utilizing unmarketable products,
such as roughage, pasturage, damaged grain, or other crops
which ordinarily cannot be directly marketed at a profit,
One type of livestock may be added to the farm for the
purpose of consuming products which otherwise would be
wasted by another class of livestock, Hogs are often added
to the farm for the purpose of utilizing the corn wasted by
steers when the steers and other livestock are being fed in
dry lots,

Through approved practices in swine production, in
feeding, breeding and management, the writer believes hogs
are developing into one of the leading complementary farm
enterprises,

Since the trend in the district is to ralse more home
grown feeds and prbvido better pastures, the favorable loca-
tion for marketing--30 miles from Dallas and 57 miles from
Fort Worth stock yards--can be capitalized upon.

In general, the hog enterprise on the farms studied

was small, However, the writer encouraged wholeheartedly
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SWINE GROWN IN THE ENNIS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Date 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 195k
Hogs

Grown 110 133 156 388 317 347 353 330 204
Hogs Sold hs 70 76 192 226 256 247 248 132
Used at Home 65 63 88 96 91 91 106 139 T2
Total 111 133 1586 288 317 347 353 330 204

swine production., This 1s because the hog enterprise is
supplementary to the production of erops and could be con~-
ducted without reducing either the amount of crops and the
attention given to crop production and without increasing
the labor force.

Table IX will show a definite increase in swine pro-
duction, In the year 1940, there were 10 families growing
hogs in the Ennis Independent School District, Today there
are 25 families growing hogs, ' In 1946, there were 110 being
grown each year;today, the farmers are growing 20l hogs.

A hog 1s an efficient machine for changing farm
grain into pork, Whether this machine pays depends on a
number of things, such as good quality of stoeck, comfortable
clean quarters, plenty of pure water and shade, freedom from

disease, good pastures skill in marketing, the price of hogs
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versus the price of feed, the amount of surplus grain on
hand, and proper methods of feeding,

Texas farmers produce fewer hogs now than they did
fifty years ago,

Texans are found to be fond of pork. Famm and come
mercial slaughter of hogs produced in Texas provide a per
caplta supply of pork that falls short of Texas needs.
Annually thousands of live hogs and millions of pounds of
pork products are shipped into Texas from states to meet this
demand,

The production of swine has an advantage that help
make 1t profitable. They are prolific. They require little
labor and the equipment necessary for handling them need not
be expensive.

Table X shows the production of the swine enterprise

and how the farmers have begun to solve them,

TABLE X
SWINE ENTERFPRISE

After No, saying results

Job or Before In year Year vere:
Froblem Taught Taught Taught Good Fair Foor
Feeding Hogs

for Market 3 6 19 19 ) 3
Selecting Fure

Bred Hog 1 10 15 15 10 .
Sanitation 12 13 12 13
Butchering L 15 10 15 10 L
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Before 1946, as is shown in Table X, there were
three people feeding hogs for market, one selecting pure
bred hogs, and none practicing sanitnry‘;manuros, and four
wera butchering,.

Siuce that time there are 25 feeding hogs for market,
and 25 selecting pure bred hogs, 25 practicing sanitation,
and 25 butchering hogs.

The two great problems affecting the swine enter-
prise are feeding and selections, Without these jobs being
properly performed, it is impossible to succeed, There are
19 farmers feeding hogs for market, Nineteen did a good Job.
’Firtcen are selecting pure bred hogs, and 15 are doing & good
job; 6 are doing a fair job of feeding and marketing hogs,
and 10 are doing a fair job of selecting and breeding,

Many hogs are grown and marketed at home. 1T1his gives
a basic market for a few hogs at all times,

The big problem in conserving food is to prevent or
control the activities of germs or organisms which cause
foods to spoil, These are yeast, mold, bacteria, and
enzymes. Jihe most dangerous causes of spoilage in canned
foods are spore forming bacteria which cause serlious lllness,

The problem of food conservation has been favorably
solved by adults in the Emnis Independent School District.

Twenty~three of 31 adults canned extensively., This
was made possible through the writer glving demonsiraticns
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in food preservation,

Almost all members of adult classes do some type of

food preservation,

TABLE XI
FOOD PRESERVATION

Date 1946 1947 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953
Food Canned 2293 2501 2495 2553 3480 3390 &E;;

Whenever food prices rise noticeably consumers want
to know why, and they often ask how much farmers are getting
out of these higher prices they are paying.

Farmers look at prices they are paying, and they
want to know what becomes of thdia;fferonoo between the two
figures, :

These questions also have concerned Congress which
recently authorized a special investigation into price
spreads between farmers and consumers,

Approximately two thirds of the adults in the Ennis
Independent School have attempted te solve the food problem
by canning in the spring and early summer when foods are
plentiful,

The canning centers organized in the Ennis Inde~
pendent School District have done much to solve the food



situation in this district.

Annual purchases for a family of three are as fol-

lows:
Peaches 5 Number 2% cans
Snap-beans 5 Number 2 cons
Corn 10 Number 2 ecana
Feas 6 & § Number 2 cans
Tomatoes 178 Number 2 ecans

Others 70 Number or pounda,



SUMMARY "

The study revealed that of the 31 farmers studied,
before they were taught, only 3 were growing hogs for market;
one was selecting pure bred hogs and l were butchering hogs.

Now 25 are feeding hogs for market, selecting pure bred
hogs, practicing sanitation and butechering hogs.

There were five persons feeding beeves for market;
five were improving pastures and four were planting winter
grazing pastures. Now 20 are feeding beeves for market; 20
are growing winter grazing pastures.

In the plant enterprises there were eight farmers
selecting improved seed; two were treating crops for disease
and insects; eight were using improved methods of planting
and cultivation; five were using fertilizer; ten were growing
home gardens and three were selecting fruit trees from a
reliable nursery., Since these problem areas have been taught,
there has been an increase in acreage and yleld; seventeen
farmers are selecting lmproved seed; twenty-three are treate
ing crops for disease and insects; seventeen are using fer-
tilizers, Fifteen are growing vegetable gardens, and improve
ing nuts and fruit trees. Nineteen are selecting trees from
a reliable nursery.

The study also reveals that two were treating poultry
disease and carrying on better feeding; three were using
medicine for Diarrhea and Koup; eight were engaged in poultry
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production,

Fresently twenty-nine farmers treat poultry for dis-
eases; twenty-eight use better feeding practices; fifteen
vacecinate for Choleraj twenty-eight use medicine for Diar-
rhea and Roup; twenty-five cull hens for egg production;
twenty-seven feed an egg laying ration,

In conclusion, on the basis of information revealed
there is an opportunity ahead for the farmers to do more in
the future than in the past,

A continuation of the balance between crops and live-
stock, the addition of approved and improved practices, will
add to soil fertility and will result in financial gains to
farmers.

These data were analyzed 1n eleven tables and the

results were revealed as follows:

1. Thofo was an lnecrease in acreage and, also, yield.
2. Twenty farmers are feeding beeves for market; twenty
are improving pastures, twenty-one are planting

winter grazing crops.

3. Twenty-five are feeding hogs for market, selecting
pure bred hogs, and are practicing sanitation and
butchering.

i« There are fifteen feeding a dairy ration and growing
heifers; and eighteen are selecting a dairy breed,

5. There were seventeen farmers selecting improved seed.
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Twenty-three were treating erops for disease and

insects, Seventeen were using improved methods of
planting and cultivation,

Twenty were using fertilizers,

Fifteen were growing vegetable gardens and improving
nut and fruit trees by budding and grafting, while

19 were selecting trees from reliable nurseriles.

Changes were brought about in Ennis Independent
School District as a result of patience,; faith, and hard
workj;during the past eight years,all indications point to

rapid progress in years to come,
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Develop better livestock and poultry,

Improve pastures and give vigorous support to soil
and water conservation practices.

Practice producing field crops adapted to solls and
climate, with emphasis on the use of home-grown
feeds in feeding and finishing livestock for market,
Give full support to insect, rodent and predatory
animal control work.

Employ better farm management practices, with
regard to the inherent possibilities of the farm,
Continue home ilmprovements that make for family
happiness and contentment,

Sell products at a time when returns will be highest.
Utilize machinery to fullest extent,

Secure good seed and fertilizers,
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QUESTIONNAIRE

Name

Address

Number of acres in pasture in: 1946 » 1948 s 1949
e 99 S5 900 19N

Number of acres in cotton in: 1946 _ ., 1947 ____, 1948
——t 3989 L 1950 L 195 o ISR o 1953
PV Gl R

Corn: 1946 ___, 2947 __ ., 2948 ____, 1949 ____, 1950
e 195) 28R 5 1983 . 195k s

Hays 2946 _____» 2947 ____» 2948 ____, 2949 ____» 1950
3930 s 1958 s 1983 o 9N
Forage: 1946 __  , 2947 ____» 2948 ____, 1949 __ s
1950 5 195 5 1952 1953 o 295, __ .
Peas: 1946 _  , 1947 ____ ., 2948 ___ ., 1949 ____» 1950
L AOSE L 9NR L MOED e M s

Food conserved, number of cans: 1946 ., 1947 ___ .,
b8 o a9k 2950 ., 1951 _____» 2952 ___
WE L W

Do you own your own home?

If "yes", for how long?




Number of Hogs grown:

Beef Cattle grown:

Dairy Cattle grown:

No, Used
Year No, Sold by Home
1946

Total

1947

1948

1949

1950 _

1951

1952

1953

1954

1946

1947

1948

1949

1950

1951

1952

1953

195L

1946

1947

1948

1949

37
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No . U.Qd
Dairy Cattle grown: Year No, Sold Home Total
1950
1951
1952
1953
1950,
Grew out of
Evening
Poultry When When How per- School
Disease gtarted studled formed Instruction Results
Better
feeding
Vaceination

Ugse of Medicine
for Diarrhea
end Roup

Foul try
Froduction
Culling Hens

Feeding and
Egg Laying
Ratation

Selection of
Hybrids

Turkey
Froduction

Selection of
Broad Breasted
Turkeys

Feeding May
Turkeys for Novem-
ber Market




Foultry Disease (Continued)

Treating
Turkeys
for Blue
Comb

Grew out of
Evening
When When How per- School
started studied formed Ingstruction Results

Swine
Froduction

Feeding Hogs
for Market

Swine
Froduection

Selecting Pure
Bred Hogs

Sanitation

Butchering

Beef Cattle

Feeding Beeves
for Market

Vacecination for
Black Leg
Anthrax

Pasture
Improvement

Winter Grazing

Milk Production

Feeding a Dalry
Ration




Growing Young
Heifers

Selecting a Dalry
Breed

Crop Froduetion

Selection of Ime-
proved seed

Ireatment of Dise
ease and Insects

Planting and Cul-
tivation

Use of Fertilizer

Landscaping--~Selection
of Shrubbery

Treatment of Diseases
and Insects affecting
Shrubbery

Home Vegetable
Garden

Pertilization

Flanting and Cul~
tivation

Eradicating
Insects

Improving Nut and
Fruit trees

Budding and
Grafting
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