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bash in Orlando in March and is looking
forward to visiting Key West and the Canary
Islands in January.

CARMINE and LUCY ROCCO visited Sicily in
March, enjoying touring the towns and cities.
They have been making regular visits to North
Carolina — Per que? Because, to see their two
adopted granddaughters, Andrea and Christina.
“Nice to see everyone again, also the first-
timers.”

GARY & DOROTHY IORIO: “It’s nice to
spend 3 months in Fla. but
it’s nice to be back here. |
In Fla. had get-togethers
with old buddies Dom
Salviola, Joe Bascietta, Joe
Maietta and Hank Gerling.
Hank had to show us his
beautiful home in West Palm Beach... The wind
and rain made it a tough winter there, but
instead of winter up here, we’d rather do it in
Fla.

DAVE & ROBERTA WILSON attended La
Mag. We hugged and talked briefly and
discussed working. Commenting that when I
retired and Dave was out of SNL, we worked
three days on the David Brenner late nite a la
Tonight show, then we

2| T™he Announcers Open

3[ Vic Roby had four days off. That
= } Roby | was a perfect start of

Z Mel Brant easing into retirement.

<| ®e } o | Backto La Mag, BOB VAN
- A RY joined us and since

g Pardo

£| Referee — Dick Dadley | SNL signed for the

summer, Bob zipped down

to his St. Augustine home. PHIL HYMES still
consulting for SNL, attended the Fred Coe
honoring. Phil doesn’t change, still looks great.

There was such a crowd at La Mag, that it
was difficult to meander and greet all you folk. I
did see MARIE FINNIGAN across the room with
the TODAY group; BOB RIPPEN came by for our
yearly hug. BOB ASMAN had traveled in from
Washington. Oh, Liz Davis, Bob was in the Guest
Relations group as was his wife, since you're
looking for folks to invite to your party. TONY

See yoll all next ye;

NELLE was there; looking distinguished and well
at the same time. JOAN GIFFORD sat way up
front so as not to miss a word and not at all
looking like a retiree.

CATHERINE FAULKNER, still freelancing —
book editing. Also studying at julliard.

SUSAN DRURY is with Dramatists Guild
Fund. Assists playwrights etc. Her boss is
Sheldon Hornick, the writer of Fiddler On The
Roof.

To whom it concerns, and those who called
in to correct our spelling
— BERYL PFIZER spells her
name BERYL PFISER.
(Sorry Beryl, it did get
corrected, but the wrong
page still made it to the
printer. FV)

HARRY FLEETWOOD reminisces: “I left NBC
to join WNCN, a mixed bag, beautiful music on
the one hand, rotten people on the other. It
made NBC seem like paradise. I was mad for
radio as a kid; I don’t know when I did my
homework. Then I arrived at NBC, there were
still people from the Golden Age. To be on staff
with someone like Hamilton was an impossible
dream come true; to be pursued by people like
George Sokolsky and John Crosby was beyond
imagining! My first commercial, Regent
Cigarettes went on the air one night. Right
after the commercial, my guest said, “They
killed Caruso, you know.” (The ciggies.)

I've run out of space, so in ending our day
of airing programs, I thanked all the crew and
ended with Bless You on the S.A. as well as the
PL for tape etc., So here also, BLESS YOU ALL! I
hope you enjoy -~ -
reading this as YT IQQ 7
lnalouy ‘XT ISSUE
enjoy writing
it. Don’t let my
tweaking upset g
anyone. &
Much love,

Heipo
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Villa Pisani.

Monticello.
Inside the villa,
we met the
owner, an Italian
count who
teaches
architecture at
the University of
Virginia. We
discovered this
fact by talking to
one of his
students who was on line
with us before the villa
opened that morning.

', g T

The Maz

It was fun driving in Italy.
The roads are fairly well
marked and when we ran into
difficulty, the natives were
very friendly. Most of the
people in the outer areas did
not speak English, but I have learned how to ask for and
understand directions in about four different languages. It
was part of the fun in getting to places like the Villa Pisani.
The villa was once owned by Napoleon. His whole army
could have lived here. It is huge and beautiful.

The Maze, try it.

What makes this tourist spot different is an unusual maze
made of shrubbery. The shrubs are about eight feet tall. The
object is get through the maze to reach a tower in the center.
Without help from people in the tower, we would probably
still be there.

Look at the maze. It is not easy to solve. Then imagine
yourself inside the maze, unable to see anywhere but straight
ahead. Amazing.

After visiting the Villa Cipriani, one of the most romantic
places in the world, we drove to Venice, dropped off our
Hertz car and took a water taxi through the Grand Canal right
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St. Mark’s Square.
to the door of our hotel, the Danielli.

St. Marks Square is the landmark of Venice. The
weather was wonderful and we wandered through the
narrow streets enjoying the shops and the outdoor cafes.
People line up to
ride the gondolas.
The magic of
Venice is pausing
to hear the songs
being sung as the
boats are guided
through the canals.

[t was a
relaxing end to our
vacation and we
enjoyed taking a
motor launch to
the Excelsior Hotel
to enjoy the beach
and the pool areas.

One of our side
trips was to the
nearby island of
Murano where we
visited a glass
blowing factory. We purchased a one-of-a-kind multi-
colored vase which now sits on the mantel of our fireplace
at home. We look at it and remember the mosaic pieces of
our great vacation.

Guided through the canals.

As always, it was good to get back home and think
about and plan our next trip. Retiring has been living a
dream by seeing the world and getting a perspective that
makes life intensify. Looking back is good. Looking
forward is great. O

When they are home, Don and Sandy live
in North Caldwell, New Jersey.
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