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Counselor Education, Winona State University 
Colin Ward, Ph.D. 

I. 

II. 

III. 

Winona State University 
Counselor Education 

Course Prefix and Number 
Course Title 
Credit 

CE 635, Spring 2000 
Orientation to School Counseling 
3 Credit Hours 
Thursdays, 5'.9pm 

IV. Course Description

Elements of a guidance counselor's work in a public school setting include (a) developing and 
implementing a comprehensive guidance and counseling program with emphasis on a balance 
of responsive seTTices, systems support, individual planning, and guidance curriculum; (b) legal 
and ethical considerations; (c) class scheduling and placement; (cl) research and followwup; and 
(e) the curriculum development function. The purpo'se of this course, therefore, is to
introduce prospective school guidance counselors to a model for planning, developing,
implementing, and evaluating a comprehensive guidance and counseling program.

Furthermore, the instruction of this course is founded on the premise that learning is 
inclusive, contextual and most of all, meaningful. It presupposes that adult learners are 
resourceful, and attempts to provide an atmosphere for generating opportunities for the 
increased ownership of counselorwtrainees professional growth. This course also encourages 
critical selfwreflection in developing the conceptual complexity required in the art and practice 
of school counseling. 

V. Knowledge Base
Students will: 

■ to provide knowledge of specific levels of school counseling and of the school counselor's
role as an educational leader (Knowledge)

■ to provide knowledge of how schools are organized and administered, and the
philosophical foundations for education (Knowledge)

• to provide students with skills and resources useful in promoting, implementing,
managing and evaluating a developmental guidance program (Skills, Practice,
Professionalism)

■ to introduce students to professional resources and organizations accessible through
■ membership in associations, libraries and the Internet (Knowledge)
• to demonstrate awareness, skills and knowledge of multicultural counseling (Knowledge,

Skills)
• to plan ways to incorporate an appreciation of cultural diversity, special populations, and

gender differences into school settings (Knowledge, Skills, Practice)
• to understand the advocacy role when working with students from culturally diverse

settings, special populations and students with special needs (Knowledge)
• to understand the school counselor's role in crisis intervention, suicide prevention and

inteTTention, conflict and disciplinary resolution and mediation (Knowledge)
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