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September 25, 1875 

There is a long report of the reunion of the Twenty-Fifty Michigan Infantry in the Holland City 
News, p. 4. It includes the list of visitors such as Governor J.J. Bagley and Senator Ferry, who 
both attended the event. At the program in the Public Square [now Centennial Park?], Mayor 
Van Landegend introduced Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte, who "delivered a short address of 
greeting." 

The writer went on to say that, "His remarks were eminently appropriate to the occasion and 
were received with enthusiasm. He pictured the parting of the members of the regiment, that left 
our city in 1862, with the prayers and God speeds' of mothers, sisters, and wives; and after 
fervently thanking God for the results of the war, he earnestly hoped that the angel of Peace 
might swell with us in the future." The Honorable D.B.K. Van Raalte was also on the program. 

The archives of Hope College, Joint Archives of Holland. 



Holland City News 
Saturday, September 25, 1875. 

Re-union. 
A Grand Success. 
Pleasant Weather and good Attendance. 
Re-Union of the Twenty-Fifty Michigan Infantry. 

The re-union of the Twenty-Fifth Michigan Infantry was held here on Wednesday. The weather, 
although somewhat cool was favorable, and the result of the day's enjoyment can be considered 
as a success. 

The attendance was not as large as had been expected, owing to the weather, but every train 
entering the city brought a delegation from neighboring towns. 

The order of exercises were as follows: At two o'clock the procession was formed on Eighth 
street in front of the City Hotel. Two bands headed the procession and furnished the requisite 
music. Following them came the members of the 25th  Mich. Infantry, numbering sixty-three 
men. Veterans of other regiments, invited guests, members of the common council and of the 
press, followed. 

Among the distinguished men present were the following: Gov. J.J. Bagley, Senator Ferry, Col. 
I.E. Messmore, Hon. H.S. Clubb, Hon. F.B. Wallin, Mayor Leggatt of Grand Haven and Hon. 
A.C. Prutzman of Three Rivers. The latter gentlemen's son was Adjutant of the Twenty Fifth 
and was killed at Resaca.—His father feels such an interest in the old regiment that he came here 
to its re-union. He was heartily welcomed by the boys; as I many an eye was dimmed with tears 
for a moment, as the memory of their gallant officer rose before them. 

Arriving at the Public Square a few minutes delay occurred, which we shall take advantage of by 
giving the names of the gentlemen whose fine appearance on horseback attracted much attention: 

Mr. J.O. Bakker, Officer of the Day. 
Mr. H.C. Matran, Chief Marshal. 
Mr. W.N. Joslin, First Ass't Marshal. 
Mr. J.D. Everhard, 211d  Ass't Mrshal. 

The members of the regiment were seated in a body, with Sergeant Newton Smith, of Co. B., 
residing at Grattan, Kent County and Sergeant Benjamin Van Raalte, of Co. I. holding the old 
banners over them.—The battle flag was particularly noticeable, being reduced to a few 
fragments of silk. 

Mayor Van Landegend was then called for and after a few words of greeting confessed his 
inability to favor them with a speech, introducing the Rev. Dr. A. C. Van Raalte as capable of 
doing the subject more justice.—Dr. Van Raalte came forward and delivered a short address of 
greeting. 



His remarks were eminently appropriate to the occasion and were received with enthusiasm. He 
pictured the parting of the members of the regiment, that left our city in 1962, with the prayers 
and God speeds' of mothers, sisters, wives; and after fervently thanking God for the results of the 
war, he earnestly hoped that the angel of Peace might dwell with us in the future. 

The band then gave "Dixie;" after which music the orator of the day Col. I. E. Messmore was 
introduced. 

He opened with several references to the peculiar features of such occasions and the suggestions 
of hard tack and picket duty that they awoke. He also gave the Governor and other distinguished 
guests a few words of cheer, before plunging into the oration proper. The latter was a fine effort 
and he was frequently interrupted by applause. The following is a brief summary of this oration, 
which was of necessity delivered more to the soldiers than the citizens: 

"Attention! That word is not new to our ears yet it thrills us as in the days of war. The eyes of 
the civilized world are upon our problem of government. The citizen soldier, and his work has 
made a great change in the theory of government and caused the advocates of the divine right of 
kings to tremble." He then referred to the early history of the country and our struggles with 
England during the establishment of the principle of the self government of the people. He said, 
"Our hopes had been realized in the termination and results of these wars, and is our fancied 
security we had forgotten the trite but true saying—'Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty;" 
He pictured the state of the country prior to the Rebellion and touched upon the various elements 
which made up for the population. "Then came the terrible struggle, and for a time the world 
seemed to have lost confidence in the problem of free government." He vividly portrayed the 
doubts and fears with which the early days of the war were familiar; and dwelt upon the varied 
phases of that struggle for the existence of the United States of America.—Then came a brief 
summary of the results of the war, and the speaker turned to the regiment before him. He gave a 
history of its part of the conflict, frequently touching upon descriptions that caused the boys to 
burst forth into cheers. 

The fight at Green River, in Kentucky, where this regiment became famous, was dwelt upon. 
The old veterans became very enthusiastic as the speaker gave a glowing description of that 
heroic struggle. 

Their history before Atlanta and on "The March to the Sea" was given and he closed with a 
tribute to their fallen comrades.—Of 1000 men who left Kalamazoo with this regiment on Sept. 
29, 1862 less than 800 were mustered out of the service. 

At the close of this oration Gov. J.J. Bagley, Senator Ferry and people generally indulged in a 
round of hand shaking. 

The visitors were then escorted to the wharf and visited Lake Michigan on the steamer Huron. 
All enjoyed the ride very much. 

A camp supper upon the Public Square was the next thing on the programme.—This took place 
at six o'clock and was productive of much enjoyment. Commissary Wynne served up the hard 



tack and the boys made their coffee as if they were down on the Cumberland. The command 
then marched to headquarters at Bakker's Hall, to the music of the fife and drum. Here a 
business meeting was held, at which it was decided to hold their next annual re-union at Three 
Rivers, St. Joseph County. 

The grand banquet next came in for a share of attention. This was principally the work of the 
ladies and, as a matter of course, was, therefore, the most successful part of the day's festivities. 
The hall was tastefully trimmed with flags, flowers, and evergreens. "Welcome Comrades" were 
the cheerful words placed over the stage. 

The tables were covered with delicious cakes, substantial meats, pies, confectionery and all that 
goes to make up a grand feast of good things. To the ladies of the city thanks are due for 
responding so liberally to the calls of the committees.—And by this we include the young ladies, 
especially, whose fair faces and pleasant manner at the banquet called forth many compliments 
from our visitors. 

At eight o'clock the exercises were opened with prayer from the Rev. J. Rice Taylor of Grace 
Church. Next came the slaughter of the "good things." 

Dr. Morris then read two very interesting letters from Col. O.H. Moore and Hon. Austin Blair 
regretting their inability to be present. Similar letters had been received from Gen. Logan, Gen's 
limes, Stoughton and others. 

Then came the toasts with appropriate responses. Music by the Holland City and Zeeland band's 
was also interspersed between the speeches. Having devoted so much space to the history of the 
regiment we shall merely give the sentiments and parties who responded to them: 

"The Volunteer Soldiers."—Gov. J.J. Bagley. 
Music. 
"The Army and Navy: the bulwark of American Liberty, the pride of the nation and the terror of 
transgressors."—Senator T.W. Ferry. 
Music. 
"Woman in the war; kind and affection, never weary; the soldiers friend, urging to deed of 
bravery; kind to the sick and dying."—Hon. F.B. Wallin. 
Music. 
"Twenty-fifth Michigan."—Sergeant Jennings, of Niles. 
Music. 
"The President of the United States."—Hon. W.B. Williams 
Music. 
"Our Silent Comrades,"—Responded to by rising. 
Music.—"Funeral Dirge." 
"Our invited Guests."—Hon. D.B.K. Van Raalte. 
Music. 
The Patriotic lades and gentlemen of Holland City. 

Col. I.E. Messmore. 



This closed the evenings' exercises which had been, throughout, of a very pleasant nature. There 
were about four hundred persons seated at the tables, and the galleries were filled with 
spectators, making about eight hundred persons in the hall. 

Thursday a large party enjoyed a ride down the mouth of the lake on the steamer Huron. All the 
veterans were enthusiastic in their praise of the management of the affair; and left our city fully 
impressed with the fact that we have not forgotten the boys in blue. 

Transcribed by Erica D. Heeg 
February 4, 2004 



September 25, 1875 

There is a long report of the reunion of the Twenty-Fifty 
Michigan Infantry in the Holland City News, p. 4, including the 
list of visitors such as Governor J. J. Bagley and Senator Ferry 
who attended the event. At the program in the Public Square [now 
Centennial Park?], Mayor Van Landegend introduced Rev. Albertus 
C. Van Raalte who "delivered a short address of greeting." 

The writer went on to say that "His remarks were eminently 
appropriate to the occasion and were received with enthusiasm. 
He pictured the parting of the members of the regiment, that left 
our city in 1862, with the prayers and God speeds' of mothers, 
sisters and wives; and after fervently thanking God for the 
results of the war, he earnestly hoped that the angel of Peace 
might swell with us in the future." The Honorable D. B. K. Van 
Raalte was also on the program. 

The archives of Hope College, Joint Archives of Holland. 
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A GRAND _SUCCESS. 
Pleasant Weather and good 

Attendance. 
....____ 
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Infantry. 

The re-union of the' Twenty-Filth Mick 
igan Infantry wrs held here on Wale 
day. The weather, although resmewh t 
cool was favorable, and the flak of  th  
day's enjoyment can be considered as • 
success. 

The attendance was nores large as had 
been expected, owing to the weather, but 

every train entering the city brought *del-
egation from neighboring towns. 

The order of exercises were as follows: 
At two o'clock the procession was formed 
on Eighth street in Dent of the City Hotel. 
Two bands headed the procession and 
furnished the requisite music. Following 
them came the members  bi'  the 25th Mich. 
Infantry, numbering sixty-three men. 
Veterans of other regimen% Invited nests, 
members of the common council and of 
the,  press, followed. 

Among the distinguished men present 
were the following: Gov. J. J. Bagley, 
Senator Ferry, Col I. K. Mammon; Hon. 
H. S. Clabb, lion.?. B. Wallin, Mayor 
Leggatt of Grand Haven and Hon. A. C. 
Prutzman of Three Rivers. The latter 
gentleman's son was Adjutant of the 
Twenty Fifth and was killed at React.—
Ills lather feels such an interest in the old 
firgiment that he came here to Its re-union. 
He Was heartily welcomed by the boys; 
an I many an eye was dimmed with tears 
tor .t moment, as the memory of their gal-
lant Aker rose before them. 

Arriving at the Public Square a few 
minutes delay occurred, which we shall 
take advantage of by giving the negate of 
the gentlemen whose flue appearance on 
horseback attracted much attention: 

Mr. J. O. Bakker, Officer of the Day. 
Mr. IL C. Matran, Chief Marshal. 
Mr. W. N. Justin, First &gait Marshal, 
Mr. J. D. Everhard, 2nd dealt Myths!. 
The members of the regiment were seat-

ed in • body, with Sergeant Newton 
Smith, of Co. B., residing at Grattan. 
Kent County and Sergeant Benjamin Van 
Ratite, of Co. I. holding the old banners 
over them.—The battle flag was partieu-
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Their history before Atlanta and at 'The 
March to the Sea" was given and he closed 
with a tribute to their fallen comrades.—
Of 1000 men who left Kalamazoo with this 
regiment on Septa), 18211 lees than 800 
were mustered out of the »trice. 

At the ekes of this °Mimi Gov. S. J. 
Bagley, Senator Ferry and Monde peer. 
ally indulged In around &hand shaking. 

The visitors were then escorted to the 
wharf and visited Lake Michigan on the 
steamer germ Al! enjoyed the ride 

muds. 
A camp supper upon the Public Square 

wks the next thing on VA programme.— 
took place at six o'clock and was 

reductive of much enjoyirent. Coin. 
miwary Wynne served up the hard tack 
and the boys made their coffee as if they 
were down on the Cumberland. The 
command then marched to headquarters 
at Bakker's Hall, to the music of the fife 
and drum. Here • business meeting was 
held, at which It was decided to hold their 
ben annual re-uplon at Three Rivers, 
St. Joseph County. 

The grand banquet next came in for • 
share of attention. This was principally 
the work of the ladies and, an matter of 
course, was, therefore, the most successful 
part of the day's festivities. The hall was 
tastefully trimmed with  dage,  flowers and 
evergreens. "Welcome Comrades" were 
the cheerful words placed over the stage. 

The tables were covered with delicious 
cakes, substantial meat; pies, confection-
ery and all that goes to make up a grand 
feast of good things, To the ladies of the 
city thanks are due for responding so li-
berally to the calls of the committees.—
And by this we include the young tallies, 
especially, whose fair faces and pleasaut 
manner at the banquet called forth many 
compliments from our visitors 

At eight o'clock the exercises were 
opened with prayer from the Rev. .1. Rice 
Taylor of GracteChurch. Next came the 
slaughter of the "good things." 

Dr. Mentz then reed two very interest-
ing  letten  from Col. O. H. Moore and 
Hon. Austin Blair regretting their inabili-
ty to be present. Similar letters had been 
received from Gen. Logan, Gene limes, 
Stoughton andioihers. 

Then came the toasts, with appropriate 
responses. Music by the Holland City and 
Zeeland baud's was also interspersed bo-
ons. ism onawohaw rijewIne. Awww•e.4 
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Mr. J. D. Everhard, find Anal !drabs!. 
The members of the regiment were seat-

ed in a body, with Sergeant Newton 
Smith, of Co. B., residing at Grattan, 
Rent County and Sergeant Benjamin Van 
Rune, of Co. I. holding the old banners 
over them.--The battle flag was particu-
larly noticeable, being reduced to a few 
fragments of silk. 

If syor Van Landegend was then called 
for and after a few words of greeting con. 
fessed his inability to favor them with a 
speech, Introducing the Rev. Dr. A. C. 
Von Rake as capable of doing the sub-
ject more justice.—Dr. Van Resit* came 
forward and delivered a short address of 
greeting. 

His remarks were eminently appro- 
i prime to the occasion and were received 

with enthusiasm. He pictured the parting 
of the members of the regiment, that left 
our city in led% with the prayers and God 
speeds' of mothers, sisters and wives; and 
after fervently thanking God for the re• 
suite-of the war, he earnestly hoped that 
the angel of Peace might dwell with us In 
the future. 

The band then gave "Dixie:" after 
which music the orator of the day Col. I. 
E. Meesmore was Introduced. 

Be opened with several referenced to 
the peculiar feature* of such occasions and 
the suggestions of hard tack and picket 
duty that they awoke. He also gave the 
Governor and other distinguished guests 
few words of éheer, before plunging into 
the oration proper. The latter was a fine 
eithrt and he was frequently Interruptedby 
applause. The following is a brief sum-
mary of this oration, which was of nec-
essity delivered more to the soldiers than 
the citizens: 

"Attention! That word is not new to 
our-ears yet it thrills urns In the days of 
war. The eyes of the civilized world are 
epee our problem of government The 
citizen soldier, and his work has made a 
great change its the theory of government 
and caused the advocates of the divine 
right of kings» tremble." He then refer 
red to the may history of the country and 
ótir etruggerm withlengland durinj the ea 
tablIshiamt of the principle of the self 
germane« Unite people. Hs said, "Ostr 
hope, hadbibs resiinsd In the termination 
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gentlemen of 

Hon. Austin Blair regretting their Inabili-
ty to be present. Similar letters had been 
received from Gen. Logan, Gen's lone., 
Stoughton and others. 

Then Came the toasts, with appropriate 
responses. Music by the Holland City and 
Zeeland bapd's was also interspersed be-
tween the speeches. Having devoted so 
much space to the history of the regiment 
we shall merely give the sentiments and 
parties who responded to them: 

"The Volunteer Soldiers."—Gov. J. J. 
Bagley. 

Music. 
"The Army and Nary: lhe bulwark of 

American liberty, the pride of the nation 
and the terror of trausgressors."—Senator 
T. W. Ferry. as 

Music. 
"Woman In the war; kind and atTec. 

Bon, never weary; the soldiersfriend, urg-
ing to deed of bravery; kind as the sick 
and dying."—Hoc. F. B. Wallin. 

Music. 

,_...Twenty-fifth Michigan. " — Sergeant 
Jennings, of Niles. 

Music. 
"The President of the United States." 

—Hon. W. B. Williams. 
Music. 
"Our Silent Comrades,"—Responded to 

by rising. 
Mosic.—"Funeral Dirge." 

a "Our invited Guests."—Ilon. D. B. K. 
Van Basile. 

Music. • 
The patriotic ladies and 

Holland City. 
Col. I. E. Measmore. 
This cloeed the evenings' exercises 

which had been, throughout, of • very 
pleasant nature. There were about four 
hundred persons seated at the tables, and 
the galleries were filled wIth spectators, 
:making about eight hundred persona In 
the hall. 

Thursday a large party enjoyed a ride 
down to the mouth  ot  the lake on the ate*. 
titer Hum. All the  veters»  were enthu-
siastic In their praise of the maeagement 
of the Mir; and left our city Ail& ita-
'premed with the het that we hats not 
-forgotten the boys In blue. 
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