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18 October 1863 [Holland, Michigan ??] 

e 
Another poem to "Beloved Teacher and Friend." Apparently another class of the teacher 
was not to be outdone by the class which sent the teacher a poem on 17 October. This 
poem is much longer although part of the document is damaged and the beginning of the 
lines of the first three stanzas are missing. There is a clue that the teacher is Dr. Albertus 
C. Van Raalte for the first line in stanza five reads: May He spare you for family and for 
flock. If the flock is the Pillar Church congregation (First Reformed Church), then the 
teacher is Van Raalte and the students may be members of his catechism class. 

There  are  thirty-four students  in  the class. Their  names are: Willem E. van Herwijnen,  
Amos  Wevers, C. Schilleman, J. Mulder, J. Westveer, A. Pauels, C. de Fijter, D. B. 
Meengs, W.I.?Klaver, E. Smits, H. Elferdink, P. Boot, J. Vaupell, J. Te Roller, L. 
Schoon, H. van Rij, C. Verschure, L. T. Kanters, H. Westveer, 0. J. Pauels, H. Te Roller, 
C. Vaupell, A. De Fijter, P. Te Spelder, J. VandeVeen, J. C. Post, J. A. Smits, Henry M. 
Ferry, A. Pfanstiehl, G. J. Heering, H. Bottenberg, W.  Kieft,  M. Kanters, and P. Thebout. 

1 

In Dutch; translation by Dr. Henry ten  Hoor  

Original in the Van Raalte Collection, Calvin College Archives, Box 1, fldr. 19. 
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Holland, Mich., October 18, 1863 

Beloved Pastor and Friend! 

[One] year of your life is gone again 
[With] all its joy and sorrow, 
[And] all that surrounds us here sinks 
Into the vale of tears, in endless nothing. 

[This] vale of tears—for recollect 
[this] annual cycle, and see how much 
Worries, troubles, fears, sins 
Will be shown to us then. 

[Thank] God's grace, that to this day 
You have been spared for all of us, 
Notwithstanding illness, 
Your life was spared. 

[We] all wish you today 
[upon] your entry into your new year 
That the Lord's favor and faithful love 
May spare you for a number of years. 

May He spare you for family and flock, 
And also for us—and may His grace 
Make you a blessing still for many 
Who go up to Golgotha, because of you. 

Should misfortune or sorrow touch you 
In your further walk through life, 
May the Lord then give you yet the jubilation: 
"What God does is well done!" 

So we wish you with full hearts 
God's blessing for body and soul, 
And that, at the end of your life, 
You may have been a blessing. 

And when your hour of death strikes 
And breaks the earthly, feeble eye, 
May you then see your God forever 
There where the Hallelujah is raised high. 

Your respectful Pupils and little Friends, 



Willem C. Van Herwijnen  
Amos  Wevers 
C. Schilleman 
J. Mulder 
J. Westveer 
A. Pauels 
C. de Fijter 
D. B. Meengs 
W. P. Klaver 
E. Smits 
H. Elferdink 
P. Boot 
J. Vaupell 
J. Te Roller 
L. Schoon 
H. van Rij 
C. Verschure  

[Transcription: Nella Kennedy, 
January 2008] 

L. T. Kanters 
H. Westveer 
0. J. Pauels 
H. Te Roller 
E. Vaupell 
A. De Fijter 
P. De Spelder 
J. VandeVeen 
J. C. Post 
J. A. Smits 
Henry M. Ferry 
A. Pfanstiehl 
G. J. Heering 
H. Bottenberg 
W.  Kieft  
M. Kanters 
P. Thibout 



...Van Raalte, D.D. Holland, Mich., October 18, 1863  

Geliefde Leeraar en Vriend! 

Uws levens is  weft  henen 
...t al zijn vreugde en verdriet; 
...zinkt al, wat ons hier omringe, 
...'t tranendal, in 't eindloos niet 

...tranendal—want denk terug ge 

...jaarkring slechts; en ziet, wat t al 

...van zorgen, moeiten, angsten, zonden, 

...dan aan ons vertoonen zal. 

...Gods gena, dat Gij tot heden 

...voor ons allen zijt gespaard; 

...niet tegenstaande ziekte, 

...leven is bewaard. 

...allen wenschen U dan heden 

...d'intree van Uw nieuwe jaar, 

...'s Heeren gunst en trouwe liefde, 

...nog een reeks van jaren spaar; 

U spaar voor huisgezin en kudde, 
Als ook voor ons—en Zijn gena 
Stelle U ten zegen nog voor velen, 
Die door U gaan naar  Golgotha.  

Moet tegenspoed of smart U treffen, 
Op Uwen verd'ren levensbaan, 
Dan schenk' de Heer U steeds te juichen: 
"Wat God doet dat is welgedaan!" 

Zoo wenschen WU, van ganscher harte, 
Gods gunst naar ligehaam en naar geest; 
En dat, aan 't einde van uw leven, 
Gij tot een zegen zijt geweest. 

En slaat dan eens Uw stervensure, 
Breekt hier het aardsche, zwakke oog, 
Dan moogt Gij eeuwig God aanschouwen, 
Dáár waar het  Hanel  I  stijgt omhoog. 

Uwe achtende Leerlingen en Vriendjes, 

loftang 



Willem E. van Herwijnen L. T. Kanters 
Amos  Wevers H. Westveer 
C. Schilleman 0. J. Pauels 
J. Mulder H. Te Roller 
J. Westveer E. Vaupell 
A. Pauels A. De Fijter 
C. de Fijter P. De Spelder 
D. B. Meengs J. Vande Veen 
W. P. Klaver J. C. Post 
E. Smits J. A. Smits 
H. Elferdink Henry M. Ferry 
P. Boot A. Pfanstiehl 
J. Vaupell G. J. Heering 
J. Te Roller H. Bottenberg 
L. Schoon W.  Kieft  
H. van Rij M. Kanters 
C. Verschure P. Thibout  

[Revision of Henry Ten Hoor's translation: Nella Kennedy, 
January 2008] 
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;rwk 
Should misfortune or sufferkfig touch you 

In your further walk through life, 

tewitu44 
Then may the Lord give you_as-constan 

"What God does is well done!" 

4/44,72 

So we wish you full hearts 

God's blessing for body and soul 

And that, at the end of your life, 

You may have been a blessing. 

And when »e  hour of death.g-i-nds 

And breaks the earthly, weakened eye, 

Then may you see your God eternally 

There where the Hallelujah is raised high. 

711-1-;11 
Your respectful stprelefffi and little Friends, 

Willem E. van Herwijnen J. Vaupell 

Amos  Wevers J. te Roller 

C. Schilleman L. Schoon 

J. Mulder H. van Rij 
Gties v e 

A. Raricis C. Verschure 

C. de Fijter L. T. Kanters 

D. B. Meengs H. Westveer 

W. J. Klaver 0. J. Pauels 

E. Smits H. te Roller 

H. Elferdink C. Vaupell 

P. Boot A. De Fijter 



Holland, Mich., October 18, 1863 
r'a<r4e7 

Beloved ir_eacher and Friend! 

[One]year of your life is again gone 
r  

[With] all its praj  re and trouble, 

[2442]..sáll(1 that 

] the vale of tears -- for recollect 

] yes, and see what amount 

] of worries, troubles, fears, sins 
H e  

_Then will be shown us, 

surrounds us here -4(  
eméltir ilOffilki of 

In the vale of tears, /lot in -eternity. 

God's grace,that yourtill—now 7ui4,(40-7 

?i4d1)111(1‘'  
notwithstanding illness 

for usr-a11_._you have been spared 

[(0.04-  ] your life was spared. 

[We] all wish you today 

[Upon] your entry to your new year 

The Lord's blessing and faithful love 

Arid may He spare you for many yearsi  

May He spare you for family and for flock 

And also for us -- and may His grace 

Make you a blessing still for many 

Who through you must go to Golgotha~,OPMe. 



G. J. Herring 

W. Kieft M.  Kanters  

P. ThObout 

P. Te Spelder 

J. Post 

Henry M.
/
g(erry 

J. VanderVeen 

J. A. Smits 

A. Pfanstiehl 

Tr.: H. ten  Hoor  
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