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4 March 1865 Grand Haven, Michigan

R. N. Goodsell wrote Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte about some business and contract matters.
John Roost is mentioned in the letter

In English; [needs to be transcribed for easier reading).

Original in the Van Raalte collection, no. 300, at Heritage Hall, Calvin College.




March 4™ 1865
Grand Haven Mich

Rev A. C. VanRaalte

Dr Sir

I met Mr Roost in Mr Duncans office & upon consultation it was

thought best to have the quit claim deed made running|?] to Some one not a partner in the
Mill
Mr Roost’s Quit Claim to Derrick or you will not affect the Suit now pending the suit
will go on_ I saw Mr Park’s in regard to the Suit he has promised it shall be noticed for
trial the present term — he understands how & for what purpose it is to be tried & will
govern himself accordingly

Enclosed I send You a contract and the written opinion of Mr Grey, Atty at Grand
Rapids,
The coniract expresses no more than they ought to Sign & they can sign no less and give
us anything for our money
Under this contract they must procure us the title or buy back this contract, unless
possably[sic] they might get some act passed in the legislature to relieve them_ then we
would get the land by paying the Harbor board under this contract_

Upon a thorough examination of the various acts passed in regard to this
land, Mr Grey has full confidence that his opinion is correct - And I think You will come
to the same conclusion upon an examination of all the acts in relation thereto

[page 2]
Mr Grey says we would not be liable for trespass in removing timber under a contract
from the Harbor bord[sic] _ because the act very foolishly reads- “That every person not
thereto lawfully anthorized, who shall enterupon” &c”- It does not say unlawfully cut &
remove timber, but the trespass is confined to the unlawful entering upon Said lands_
The board can legally authorize any one to enfer upon said lands_ that power is granted
to them for the purpose of ditching—
I also send You the Atty General® opinion with in answer to my letter. which was
probably given without even looking at the act

The board is liable to You in a suit for the 200 $ paid to them_
When they sign the contract they will (in the course of a week) find they cannot get a
deed & have no right to sell and that they are liable for all damages including our
expenses which now amount to 59 55/100 § cash paid out for house hire, Mr Putters
services, expenses to See Afty General two weeks ago expenses to Gr Rapids
Yesturday[sic] including 10 $ Attorney fees paid Grey, &c - This course would make us
all right & place Mr Post in a ridiculous position for not haveing[sic] discovered that they
board could not contract to sell the land

I can contract to sell You a piece of land which I do not owe but then I am bound
to procure that title for You according to that contract, or pay you Your damages.
This is the Situtation of the board & all we ask is to have it signed  They cant sign any
thing less than the terms of this contract if they did we would get nothing for our money_
This I think will give You a full understanding of the whole matter in all its points & I




have no fear but that with You will come out all right with them_  All of which is
respectfully submitted

Respectfully Yours
R N Goodsell

Transcribed by Mary Otterness
September 27, 2004







| T Gy Sigs tro lrotrt oot B Loihts flor Mesfipss o
| ’Mmmaammm/ém%,«w

:Arﬁ—df_ cocsy Tle Qot 4407 M Eea s - ”]/@5‘1?
Voo ot EZLTT L foilly, aeZiimiyest, Uo Sal

“ Cectn
M,Vt S Aae, st Sty el fictt, |
v Steerove Heleitan Lot Dl Loegfrass Lo Covfeccot B

— “

r/-m-a,zd, Cred ,&MW @7/—&‘4’*%&7‘.
o fpore Sl Mrcty. TdD foorian b prallin T
Vs flor T oo foone PR LTy — |
TR L Cespn A5 Paee, LoTiew . siiid wa«% |
G IiThoreits Lorsec becey @t Tl et !
| A loat i Lidee T o i a ekt for
ol 200 B i X M - i
i
;

WG &‘S‘Eﬁ ‘\:E.\%\\} u‘&\

:%c@ 07//2«/22—-‘- Ma%'?@ Mca;ﬂzc'm

Flrer oo Spht T Ll Aud Wil ey ane badoic
o AU iapes luclictiily cor fyfcwss whic
W Oottipceesh zsj‘ﬁfZ‘YeM/@d M/éyéa—u,
Vo, T B, Srinies, bypfpvcnss T Seo 28 Briorst f
bty Gpo  yppoiis T o fatsins [flitide, st
f/o%%?-/@_f%w;e o pre = P el
vl Zpeatee o Rl Sepdit r—filacr For Doy on
o sectcecitnees //ﬂ:zwu/wmém«? Lovors
mzza brey Cocctt p2est Maiid}&g_ LD
S eae quﬂzrm;vma_/m;%,&«x potect,
:z:zz,/éy//zm arcordiy, TUTL Conlioh o fray (gri
bodad w el We @k T Aaee if Sofrcit - 747
crw S sy Ly Lifp T P Loy (7 TE

Druliseh f Mg fik oo Qoo pih roThay

rren - iy S et pre ] o « el
i itinTicdiig g T el et < Dl ST
| S b il flan but TEED S O iy i

d ' M%C/
NIM&WMm‘ e gy

\

—




	R. N. Goodsell Wrote Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte About Some Business and Contract Matters
	Recommended Citation

	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5

