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December 12, 1849

A petition to the Senate and House of Representatives for the
"improvement of the outlet of North Black Lake" near the Holland

Colony. "Not less than 5,000 souls have landed on the shores of
Michigan, and most of them are now comfortably settled in their
homes....The past season, we have been blessed with abundant
harvests, and our people have already begun to develop the rich
resources of the land of our adoption....There are now within our

limits, two water Saw Mills, one steam Saw MI1l, and one wind Saw
Mill; three custom grinding mills, one ashery and soap and candle
manufactory, one tannery, one brick yard, and one boat yard. We
have eight places of worship, and eight schools, four of them
taught by American teachers....A charter for the proposed plank
road has already been secured,..." The petitioners are A. C. Van
Raalte, Vander Sling, A. Ver Horse, T. Schrader, B. Grotenhuis,
and J. Binnekant.

Original in the Archives of the Holland Historical Trust
Collection of the Joint Archives of Holland, T88-230.
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have, of course, already occurred in :reéﬁdhse to -

_scientific advance. Darwinism presented a crisis

heology. But these shifts left it possible to re-

foi literal religionists, as Copernicus had for medie- -

the essential moral foundations of human -
" responses to human beings; agnostic humanism is .

at one with revealed religion in its stress on humil-

ity and mystery, and the intrinsic human worth-
- that emerges from these avowals of self-limitation. " -
Indeed, as knowledge has grown the horizons .of -

the still unknown have kept receding.

#'The issue is not whether the search for lmowledge

. should be curtailed; that way darkness lies. The

“issue is rather whether individual human beings’

should be constructed with a set of pre‘ordained
traits; and indeed whether -an indefinite number
of sich identical products -should .be engineered.
This is an issue-that transcends scientific freedom,
the freedom to inguire and to know, since’it can
. determine for future generations the very capacity
and the will to-know, no less than the possession
of other traits of thought and feeling that we re-
‘gard as the essence of the human.””At whatever
council table such an issue is decided, there should
be spokesmen for the future generations in whose
behalf we would be purporting to act, spokesmen
like the guardian appointed by a court 1o repre-
-sent unborn heirs or mfant cla1mants

Ncgatwc Eugmws BRI

re modest proposals, for negatwe _eugenics,

interests of the child cannot be finally willed away .
by the parents. There are a number of cases where
a hospital, seeking instructions from a court in
such a situation, has been ordered to perform an
operation over parental objection based, for exam:

. ple, on religious scruples against blood transfusmn.
_ Those cases, to be sure, did not present the issue -
_ of a mongoloid child; but the doctors’ position here -

professed.to be based on a general principle of law. . -
Likewise the parents’ decision seems to have been

- based on the assumption of home care, without ., )
.adequate exploration of the alternative of institu- -

tional care (and its costs}). In short, there was
lacking any forum where all the interests and possi- .
bilities could be explored. When it was suggested
in the symposium that-a hearing in court should .
have been arranged, with a guardian -appointed -to .
represent -the child, objection was voiced that
lawyers and judges are not experts in Downs syn-
drome, That, of course, misses the -point, namely

that the experts should have their full say and that
.a disinterested arbiter, taking .account of the ex-

perts’ testimony and also of moral standards of
judgment, should make the ultimate decision.

Moral Standards

What .are these moral standards'? They are not
purely private; they can be educed by reasoning
from analogy. Is it legitimate to put another human -
being to ¢ ath in order to make life more comfort-
able, psyc 4

“opically and economically, for the sur-
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glorlﬁes the w:ﬂ-to-power In Hobbes a pohtlcal vfmtage pomt agamst .‘
individual egotism is gained but none against the collective egotism, .-

. embodied in the state. In Nictzsche's transvaluatmn of values, the charac-:.‘" .
. teristics of human life which make for conflict between life and life are -

raised to the eminence of the ideal, The fateful consequences in con- -

* temporary political life of Hobbes s cymclsm and Nzetzsches nihilism are '

: everywhere apparent,.

Abraham Heschel
Sacred lmage of Man

: . + . There are many questlons about man whloh have often been L
raised. What is his nature? Why is he mortal? None of these 1ssues is

- central biblical thinking. -

The problem tImt challenged the blbhc'd mmd was not the h

obscurity of man’s nature but the paradox of his existnce, The starting -~
point was not a question about man but the distinetion of man;.not the ..

* state of ignorance about the nature of man but rather-a state of amaze-

- ment at what we know about man, namely: Why is man so significant in
spite of his mmgmﬁc'mce'r‘ Not the question, Why is man mortal? But the -

questlon, Why is he so distinguished? - o
The problem that challenged the b1bhoal mmd was not man in "«

and by himself, Man is never seen in isolation but always in relation to- %

'God who is the Creator, the King, and the Judge of all bcmgs. 'I‘he _'

« problem of m'm revolved around God S re].mon to man.

Reprinted from The Insecur:t 1f of I‘reodom. by Ahrah'im Hcschcl by per-"-

mission of Farrar, Straus & Giroux, Inc. Copyught@ 1959 1960, 1963 1964, 1966 by o
. Abraham Joshua Heschel. !

Abrabam Ileschel fs l’roft.shur uf L‘U\it..s mld My:alu.i:.m ut tlm _]'(,wu.h Thco-
! logical Scmmnry of Amenca. . : B . =
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