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28 November 1836 Ommen, the Netherlands

The Mayor and Councilmen of Ommen sent a communication to the Governor of the Province
saying that those persons who petitioned the Governor not to send a military detachment were
without adequate grounds for complaint. Those persons who have ill members of the family wil
not have to billet soldiers. Those who do are paid thirty five cents a person per day for expenses.
The Mayor and Council would like to have the military detachment certainly through 5 December
when an annual market is held. “The plenteous use of strong liquor then may give rise to unrest.”

In Dutch; translation by Nella Kennedy, 2002,

Original in Gemeentearchief in Ommen. Copy of original was provided by Dr. Cornelis Smits,
1973.
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[1]
Number 211 Ommen, November 28, 1836

We have never seen a petition that was so devoid of grounds for lawful complaint than
the one returned hereby by G. Nevels, c.s. [=cum snis], presented to Your Excellency and
with “appostitle’ [? appostille?] of the

[2]

26" of this month, submitted to us, department .. I I [7] for information and
consideration.

The undersigned H. Weertman, H. Meyerink and E, Woertink have not until now been
billeted yet, and E. Woertink does not have to fear such since his wife is in sickly
circumstances.

Also fellow signatory K. Reinders and J. Spanje have been spared the billeting until this
morning, the former because his wife was sick last week, the latter because he himself
was ill,

These persons therefore do not have the least reason for complaint, and the expressions
used by the petitioners that they have been put in a very difficult position and under stress
by the burden of the billeting of military personnel. This is totally improper and
exaggerated since the detachment commissioned here is extraordinarily calm and
peaceful, and the residents are paid 35 cents per person and this is generally sufficient to
cover their costs and difficulty. The small number of signatories which were persuaded
to sign are ample proof of that.

13]

How the signatories of that petition, G. Nevels and J. Spanjer, have the temerity to argue
that nobody has refused to participate is difficult to understand. When requested both G.
Nevels and the son of J. Spanjer, having been called on the evening of the 19™ of this
month to keep guard to preserve the peace, did not do so. The latter answered that he
really was engaged by the Civic Guard but was here on long furlough, and that he
therefore did not wish to wait for another command from the captain of the company to
which he belonged.

Therefore we feel duly justified that the aforementioned request did not contain the least
influence on deciding to continue to keep the troops for a long or short duration in this
town. Moreover we take the liberty to express [the following] thoughts. Although
everything is peaceful presently, [we would like] to continue the [military presence] in
any case until after December 5 when a sizable annual market is held which especially at
night lures a host of young people to this town. The plenteous use of strong liquor then
may give rise to unrest.

[4]




Finally we are so bold to note that in the request only three to four persons are named in
the wanton insults against quiet civilians, although the early complaint of E. ten Tooren,
presented to Your Excellency, spoke of having been victim[s] of an incited mob. It
seems to us that these two documents are rather different.

Mayor and Councilmen

To His Excellency, governor of the Province of Overijssel, residing in Zwolle
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