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19 January 1870 Amelia Court House, Virginia

This letter written by Rev. Anson Du Bois on 18 October 1869 was published in The Sower, a
publication produced by Pres. Philip Phelps Jr. at Hope College. It appeared in De Hope on 19
January 1870. The letter was addressed to the Board of the Domestic Missions of the Reformed
Chuich in America.

Du Bois is urging support of the Amelia Colony and in the establishment of congregations.
Although there are Baptist, Methodist,and Presbyterian congregations already there, there is a
need for RCA churches at Amelia Court House, Chula, and Mattoax. The Dutch families began
to settle there the previous fall at the invitation of Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte. William B.
Gilmore is assisting Du Bois in organizing a schoo! “for English and other languages.” The
school is to be opened 6 October. Du Bois is a former secretary of the Board of Domestic
Missions, 1859-1862. [It is interesting to note that the Mattoax congregation is still in existence
but as a Presbyterian Church.]

In Dutch; translation by Dr. Henry ten Hoor, retranslated by Nella Kennedy, April, 2004.

Original in the archives of the Holland Museum.



[From DE HOPE, January 19, 1870]

LETTER FROM VIRGINA

Under the heading A WIDE OPEN DOOR in last month’s THE SOWER we found the
following letter written by Dr. Anson Du Bois:

Amelia C.H. Va,, Oct. 18, ‘69
TO THE BOARD OF DOMESTIC MISSION WORK.

Beloved Brethren!

Although I am a member of your body, nevertheless I find myself, in the way of God’s
providence, far removed from the place of your gathering. And I appeal to you, by
means of this letter, to support the work in which I am now engaged. Thus far our
denomination has not reached this area of our country, yet I hope that we will succeed to
promote the cause of the Lord here.

Permit me to give you an account of our town, surroundings and further particularities.

Amelia C.H. is 36 miles southwest of Richmond, Virginia, It is the center of a county
which possesses such good land that almost every field can be cultivated and be provided
with sufficient water. Furthermore the region is very healthy. The Southern Presbyterian
Church has a small congregation here which is the only one in the county as far as I
know, with the exception of one which is yet smaller and more distant. Their pastor fills
in every other week with a service since he serves another congregation in Cumberland
County, a distance of 39 miles. Also the Methodists have a small congregation here, and
this is where their pastor resides, the only one of that denomination in this county. He
serves no less than seven others which he visits only once in four weeks, except for this
place in which he ministers every other week to his people. The Baptists also have a
congregation, perhaps more, but yet weak. There is a great, very great lack of laborers
for the souls. It is rare to have a pastor preside at a funeral. I do not know if there is a
public service for the blacks, to prepare them for eternity.

The beginning of the work right here indicates that the hand of God is clearly visible. Let
me point out to you, and at the same time inform you, what already has been
accomplished. At the recommendation of Rev. Dr. Van Raalte, several Dutch families
settled here in this county in the fall of last year, some from the Netherlands and others
from the West. They settled in three sections and work in their own farms or work as
laborers. The largest settlement is close to the Mattoax railway station, at the Richmond
and Danville railroad tracks, and they have taken up land along the Appomattox River,
almost without a break, a distance of 4 to 5 miles. About thirty-five families live there
and the population increases, mostly by immigration. The second settlement is in Chula,
5 miles north of this place; Mattoax lies 9 miles from here. And




[2" column]

the third section is here in Court House — the distance is three miles.. There is now a
Reformed congregation in every place, founded by the Classis Holland and under her
supervision. Together they amount to circa 80 members. These people do not sit still;
they are not indifferent concerning the future. Mattoax has set aside 7 acres of good and
well-situated land for a church and parsonage. Chula has extended a call to a pastor in
the Netherlands. And on the farm which Rev. Van Raalte bought we have the brick [or
stone] walls of a building 25x62 feet which could be equipped very easily for a church.
The place is fine; it’s close to a railroad station. We hope that someone, with others,
could be so benevolent to purchase this excellent farm for the good of school and church
whereupon we can take immediate steps to effect the necessary changes. In this way we
can get a better church building than can be found in this place, with little expense.

£l

Mr. W. B. Gilmore works with me in the establishing a school for English and other
languages. Education already is given in a building which was formerly used as a hotel.
The folk surrounding us encourage us, although the number of our pupils is still small.
The school has not had time enough yet to become known since it was opened only on
October 6.

My intention is to preach as well as to educate, and to do what I can for the expansion of
the Kingdom of Christ with all my might. My expenditure, first with moving and staying
here, are great, but I bear those with a hoping heart, and to spend all my time and powers
in the work. I believe that this is God’s affair and that blessings will not stay behind. But
neither I, nor my fellow laborer, is able to carry this work alone. In behalf of this cause I
request the Board of Domestic Missions, gravely and respectfully, for support so that our
plans can be executed.

Your brother in the Lord,

Anson Du Bois

[translation: Nella Kennedy
April 2004]










LETTER FROM VIRGINIA

Under the headline: A Widely Opened Door
we found in The Sower of the previous month
the following letter written by Dr. Anson Du Bois

Amelia, Va., Oct. 1, ’69
7

To the Board of Domestic Missionarywork
Dear Brothers,

Although I am a member of your body, I find myself at
present, by God's providence, far from the place of your meeting,
and by means of these letters I am calling upon you for support
of the work in which T now am busy. Until now our church has
not reached this part of our land where I hope we may be able
to promote the Lord's business.

Allow me to give you a report on our home, environment
and other particulars.

Amelia lies 30 miles southwest of Richmond, Va., and is
the midpoint of the County which includes such farmland that
almost every acre can be farmed and generously supplied with
water; besides, the area is very healthful. The Southern
Preshyterian Church has a small congregation here, which appears
to be small and distant, and as far as I know is the only one

1




in the County. The minister leads the services every other

week since he alsoc serves another congregation in Cumberland
County at a distance of 89 miles. The Methodist Church also
has a small congrgation here and this is the home of their
minister, who is the only one of that group in the County. He
is responsible for no less than seven locations which he visits
only once in four weeks, except this plsce, where he officiates
every other Sunday for his people. The Baptists also have a
congregation, although larger, still weak. There is great -
~ very great -- lack of workers for souls. One can seldom get
a minister to officiate at a funeral and I do not know whetheror
not there is public worship for blacks to prepare them for
eternity.

The beginning of the work here is such that the hand of
God is plainly ezﬁident. Let me point out to you and at the
same time inform you about what has already developed. ©On
invitation from the Honorable Dr. van Raalte, a number of Dutch
families settled here in this County in the fall of last year,
some from the Netherlands and some from the West. They settled
here at the Court House at a distance of three miles. In each
place there is now a Reformed congregation that are organized
by Classis Holland and are under their supervision. They number
about 80 members. These people do not sit still; they are

not indifferent about the future. Mattoax has seven acres of




the best and well located land intended for a church parsonage.

Chula has called a minister from the Netherlands, and we, here
on the farm which Dr. van Raalte has bought, have stone walls

of a building 25 x 62 feet that could easily be adapted for

a church. The location is beautiful, near to the station.

We hope that some well-meaning person, alone or with others,will
get possession of this excellent farm for the interests of School
and Church, whereupon we will immediately take steps to make

the necessary changes. In this way we can get at small expense
a better church building than can be found in this place.

Mr. W.B.Gilmore is working with me in organizing a school
for English and other languages. Instruction is already being
given in a building that was formerly a hotel. We are encouraged
by the folk who surround us even though the number of students
is very small. The school has not yet had time to become known
since it was first opened on October 6.

My plan is to preach as well as to give instruction and
with all my might do what I can to spread the kingdom of Christ.
My expenses, first by emigration and now here are rather high,
but I bear this with a hopeful heart and spend all my time
andénergy in this work. I believe that this is God's business
and that blessings will follow. But neither I nor my fellow
worker is able to carry on this work alone. For this reason
I regquest the Board of Domestic Missionarywork earnestly and
humbly to support us in carrying out our plans.

Your brother in the Lord, Anson Du Bois

3
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; " Qaliefli ’Broé'.a‘eml o

} Ofuohoun ik aon hd boti’ van lmv lig-
i ohlsm, vind ik mif tha:m, iu den wuy
van Gods ¥ oormemghmd ver wrwudnrd
vuy de plants ower h:]wnkomst en ik
h-mop mij door dosa lattdren fop uwn
obdersteuping in het-work, weariu ik nu
bealg ben.. -Tot dusver heoft onza- Kerk
div'gedeslts van ons land. niet - bereiky,
douh ik boop dat hat -ons .yolukken zal
de sank dos Heeren bior te bovordoren:

- Yeronrioofi mij u eon verslk: g te govon
van onze woonplaats, omgoving vn ver-
dere bur.ondurhe:lon. -

l Amelin C. H. is sed eu ddertig mij_lun

! gaidwest van Rickmond, Va,, en 18 het

i middenpant cener (ounty, die. zulke

t goeda handerijen bavat, dut bijna imlere

: wkker kan beboawd worden en menorg-

| gasm vin wrter vonrzien wijn; dnarbij

:ipde landstreak goer pegond, Do Prea.
byterisohe Kerk van hot Zuiden heefl

! hier eon klrine gomeente, din, met uit-

{ rondering 'vRn Dog sén kicine an meor

l’a!golageuﬂ %00 ver mij bokend i de

{ eenige is in de County. Inn' levynar
* peowt hier om de andpre Wk do dienal.

'wrulr, daar hij nog con gumeente be

- diont It Cumberlaud mmlv op en
afitand - vun 89 mljit\u Dok hestt da
. Methodisten Kerk hier. éen “kleine g
mounto, on dit s Jde woonplats vun bui
Leroraar, die de wmrp van dat gonoots
wobap 1s in dove County.  Hij hoefl nict
‘mfwler dun zeren planteon voor zijn e--
‘Uening, die hif sleohts wons il vier Twees
kun berockt, behrlve deze’ plek, wWaar,
hlJ om den’ r.l.ndml‘u Zvud:\g voor zijn
volk optrecdt, " Do Brptisten hehben!
ook vos pimoents, welligt meer, mnar
toch awak.. Fris veel, reer’veel -,
brok nan arbeiddrs voor de zielen,  Bij

cen begrafonis knn men ' zeldon von loers 4
L nar krijgon, on ikwest er niet van, ,
"dm ¢r voor (e zwarton cen copenbare |
| Aienst 10t hunne kweeking roor e pon=-
. L wigheld bostnat. |
.. Het Beghrynn ' werk juint. -hier ml
- rocrlanig, dat de hand Gods er duidelijl | 1
| in gigtbuarin - Lant mu er u op wifzen, !
lcu tavens inulerdenlen " wal rTewmds tof
| stand gebrayt i, Op panbovelifiy van
| den WolEerw. Dr. van Raualte, vostig-
| ded - venlgn Hollandashe huoisgezinnen
i dlob 1o dege Qonnty in den hertst van

Uhet vorige jaur, gedeeltnlifle st Nedor:
| ‘12nd on anderen uit hat Wenten. A
hehben righin drle atdeslingen _geplnnt,
on gijurap farms of alx nrheidus berig..
De grootste nederrzetting is digt bij het
Mattoax Station, asn den Richmond on
| Daovillu Spoorweg, on zij hebbon het
tund langn de Appowattox rivier, bijnn’
| unnfjgebroken, ingenvmen, cen- afstand
van vierof vijf inijlen, Een vijf un der-
tig huisgeelnnon gijn daar woounelitig
| de bevolking neemt toe door emigratie,
Het tweede- godeelte in to Chuls, vijf
mijlon ten noorden van dezo plnate;
Mattoax ligl negen mijlen van hier, En.

Leovwol aleom omderwils tn geven, en

g

Cwr e merr FreTe ————

het. durdo gedoelu- in }ner aun hut; bmm.
Huis,—d¢ afutand, drié’ mulvu. In Fsdore
pluw int ar nu; ¢en gon-ﬁarmwrdo ;zo-,
moouto,:. die- qealmht wordon door do
K_Isu'm\ ran Holland en Girdor haar .op~
| gigt zijo, © Zij tellon zamon ofroa taoh-
(tig leden, 1Mt .volk vit oiot stil ¢ zif
! 3ijn nuikouvurunhtllig omtrent de too-
komat.  Mattonx heoft woven akkors
thest en goudgelogon lami afgrerondord
voot Kerk en pustorie, ~ Chuls liceft een
Leorasr uit Noderland. beroepon, on wij l
| hebben bior op de farm, Jdio door - Dr.!
I'van Realts “anngekooht ja, ‘de stewncn
muren ;-vah  -eun L{ebouw 25%62 voot |
grmh dlt reewr ropd voor_cen- kerk znu
i lr.utmen mgongt worden De Ht.‘i.ndp]nnt.n ]
it anhoon v dl;,c bij hetstation. Wij |
hopen dat dwu of gane welwillond zal '
| ziln, 6m alloan of mat snderon zich dcrm
aitmuntande farm san Lo sohafien \,nm'll
| de’ bolangon van School en Herk, senar-!
-up wij dan dadelijk maatregelen wullen i
newon om de noodige verandéringon te |
mn.lcen.'O;')"dar}u wijge kuunon wij, mots
4 kloine onkoston, sen beter korkgobouw 5
|krugon dan er ta daner pleatyd te vin.
{den lh R
10 Do heerd W, U Gilmhm I3 mut wmij
ll warknaam in do oprigting eonor suhool
|

voor het, Iingelsoh’on andare talun. et
onderwijs wurdt reuds giroven In . con
,g:dmmv dht vroaguer gobimikt waori als
Toen bitel, .- Wij worden door het - volk,
‘dat on omringt, | hemondigd, ofkchoon
ot gutal onger leorlingen wear kloin s,
v sehool heett nog goon tijd gehad om
bekeud to worden, darr #i} corst op duu
6dan Octobor guopond werd. )
Mijn voornemon ' in om te predikon,

| mof mijne ningt te doon wat ik kan Lo,
| nithreiding van het-Rijk vao Christas
F MiJue uitgavan eerst dour verhaiemo, en

uu hier, aifn wel groot, maar ik drasg
die met ven hopuld hart, et bestecd al ,
miju tijd on krachien nan hot werk, Tk |
gvluui dat dose zgank nit God is oo dau:
[<lo regun niek aobtor.zal blijven.  Muar |

Tnoch ik, noeh nitfjn medearhoider i m[

;utnnt om het werk alleen to drager. Om |
.'dn-ru boreanloveraoek ik «lo Bosrd van
Binailiidegh Zendingawerk ernmtiy on |
]huluhlu]lik um sodersteumng, tot uit
'v:mvmu van angn plannen,
i “Uw brveder in den Hearo,
' Axnson D Bomw™
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| PRADE uh:cn, voudon wij in T'ha Sower
Tyan do vorige masnd den nov olgrenden .

| brief, gedobroven "com Dr, Anson Du,
lBom. N ey ' w0
(o MAmelin € H Vo, t-Oen, n,

u.w pr m;um VAN PLNSRNL wum_n
¢ gRNDINGAWERX.

- Gdrcfda ’Bro&derd/ _

f. Ofuohoun ik eon Iul bon ean ln\\' Hg

'ohum, vind ik mij tlmna, ioden wog
van Gods voornemghmd ver mrwxjdurd
vy de planta ower bijeenkomat, vu ik
lumop mij door Josw Initeren 'op uwH
ohderateuning in het- wurk, waarin ik nu
besig ben. Tot dasver heoft onza Kerk
div 5odeolw van ons land niet bereikl,
‘ dooh ik hoop dat hat -ons .yelukken ral

de sk dea [Teersu hior te bovorduren;

l,' . Vetoorlooft mij u sen verslag to goven
l van onze woonplaats, omgaving vn ver-
dere bgmndurhodcn.
{ Amelia C, tL in sed en . dart:q milen
‘ guidwest van Riohmond, Va., en is het
t middenpunt csner Uonaty, die. zulke
: goedo lunderijon bavat, dnt bijnr lenlere
s akeker kan beboawd worden en genang.
| enam van water voorzien wijn; duarbij
*inde landatresk wovr gevond, Do Prod.
byterikoho Kerk van het Zuiden. heefl
! hier sen kleine gomeente, dis, met uit..
| rondering vin nog dun kleine en mies
ia!gelcgenn 200 ver mij bekend s, de
ioemgc is in de County, Hun™ lvernar
arowt hier om de nudpre week de dienet
“waar, danr hij nog o con gemeeste b
diont in Cumberland Conuty, op een,
nfstand vun 39 mljh\u t‘mk huait <o
. Methodisten Kerk hier wen kloine g
mecnte, en &l is e woonpliuts van hun
Looranr, die de conige van dat gonoots
wohap is in doxe County., 11} boeft niet
wlodor dun zeren planteon voor zijn re.
kening, die hij sleohts wons il vier wie
ken herockt, behalve dess plek; War
hij om den andeven Zuud.\z vour zdjn
volk optrecdt, Do Baptisten hehben
ook vor gimoente, welligt wanr
toch swak., Krix veell s’ W -
brok nan arbeiddes voor e ziolen,  Bij |
sen hegrafonis knn wen zeldon cen loop.
ruar krijgon, en kT weet er niel van,
vdat or voor e zwartan een npl-uhrn‘l‘
] QAienst 10t hunne kwoeeking voor do ven—
wlghcld hestnat, |
_ Het bugim van 't werk “juist hier ia 1
_zoodanig, dat de hand Gads or duidelijk
[ in gigtbuaris © Lads mij ev u op wijzen, !
I on teveny ‘modedeslen " wal reads tot
,  stand gebragtin. Op aanhoveling van
| den WolBarw, Dr. van Renle, vestig-
| den  eenige Hollandsohe huisgerinnen
;i dob tn dego Conaty i den hertst van
bt vorige jaur, godecltolifk “ait Neodor.
ldud on anderen uit het Wenten, /3
' hebbon rich in drie aldealingen _geplant,
en rijocop farms of alx arbuidurs berig..
De grootste nederzetiing in digt bij het
Mattonx Htation, asn den Richmond en
Danvilly Spoorweg, en 2i] hebhon het
Iand langs de Apporwntiox rlvier, bijnn’
b obnficebroken, ingenvmen, can: afatand
vou vierof vijf mijlen. - Een vilf on der

T,
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de bevolking neomt toe dunr smlgratie,
Het tweade: gedeclte in to Chala, vijf
mijlen ten noorden van doza pluats;

tig haisgeelnnon gijn dnar woounchtiy ;3

Mattonx ligt negen mijlon van hier, En

het dunlo gedeelw in lner ARQ hob me
Huis,—de afstand, Arie mnlt-n. In Tedere
p]nnm in. ar nu; eon gcr«-ﬁ)rme:-rdo gu-t

mooute,: dio westioht werdon dovr dai
Klassin van Holland ‘en ‘ohdor haar- Op-}
rigl.zijo, Zif tallon zimon oiron taol-
tig leden, 1Yt volk xit niot stil; »ij
-zijn niat, onversohilliy omtrent de too.|
~komat, - Mattoax hl-nﬁ, tovon akkers
rhont en _goudyelogon land afgezonderd
[ voor Ketk en pustorie,  Chula Liceft een
|Lmraar uit Noderland. berospen, on wij
| hobbon bier op do farm, die door Dr, |
I'van Raslto arngekocht s, de stesncn:
‘muren .-ven .ewn gobouw 25v82 vout |
;._4"0"”-' st zeer goed voor con kerk " zom
i kuuuen mger:gt worden, De atandplants |
lis snhoon ;. d:gt. bij hetstation,. Wij |
hopon dat t]um of gone welwillond zal ‘
zijn, om alloan of mat suderoy zioh dczm
nitmuntende farm san te solaflen \om‘i
tde, h\lnlxgon van School en Kerk, wnar-!
op wij dan dadelijk mastreguelen  aullon |
nemen om do noodige veranderingen te |
i maken, "Op dere wijeo knunon wij, moet’
+kleine onkodten, ven heter korkgobouw |
'kruﬂ'on dan er ta deser -pluates Lo vin-
ldeu in | .
v De hegr W B, Gilmors i me tnij
i workisam it de oprigting eoner sehool
I

voor het Jagelkoh'on anddre talun, THet
tonder wijy wordt reeds goweven in con
,gx-lmnw dit vyooger gebrikt werd als
feen bitel - Whj worden door het volk,
Filat ons omringt, . bemowdigd, ofschonn
Wat gotal onrer loarlingen veer kloin s,
L rehool heett nog goon tijd gebad om
bokend to worden, darr i) cerst op rluu
fidon Octolaor geopond werd,

Mijn voornemen i om 1o prediken, |
zoowal alom owmlerwils to govan, uu}
; met mijno nut to Aoon wat ik kan LnL.'_
| nitbreiding vav het Rijk van Christis
{ Mine witgavan eerst door verhuiren, en l
Juu hier, wijn wel prroat, maar ik drany!

dia tnet cen bopend hart, it bestued al !l
| miju tijd en krachten nan hot werk, Th l
|gn-lnol dat duse zank nit God in o dat:
I‘lu roegun niot aobitor-zal bitjven.  Muar I

" noch ik, noeh mijn medesvhaider is m[

:_um:u. om het werk alleen to dragen. Oml
{dere oorzank veraoek ik o Board,
R HIRT ] e PN Zendingawerk erontis on, !
||wln~1 Jutifk o suderstenning, ot utr. !

vand

- vnunnu Vit opew planpen,

i CUw Lroeder inden e,
' ANsoxn 1 How"
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