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July 4, 1872 

Correspondence of A. C. Van Raalte with Abraham  Kuyper  of this date and 

July 17 about assisting a Mr. Verwey who has been difficult to deal with. 

Originals in the Archives of the Free University of Amsterdam. 

Translations by Dr. Henry ten  Hoor.  



Holland, Michigan 

JulY 4, 1872 

Rev. 111,A. Kuper. 

Dear Brother, 

I have sent Verwey to Grand Rapids, 28 miles from here, where 

many Hollanders live and which is known as a rapidly growing indus-

trial city and have advised him to take work as a laborer in a fac-

tory making furniture or barrels or woodturning. That line of work 

pays well and offers the prospect of being able to start one's own 

business once it is learned. I gave him $30 when he left and sent 

him 30 more on his request because he had lost his suitcase. Soon 

after that he comes to Holland to tell me that after a few days the 

people refused to give him any more instruction, that they had given 

him the cold shoulder on account of his spectacles and because he 

was too gentlemanly. But an insurance office wanted to try him out 

and at the same time he wanted to carry around stuff to peddle and 

thus earn his daily bread. For this purpose I gave him $60. The 

day before yesterday I was in Grand Rapids. I didn't run into him. 

I became aware that the insurance company was dubiously asking 

questions about his character of the Hollanders and I learned from 

all the Hollanders that he had behaved rudely toward a German friend 

in a tavern, had been arrested and sentenced to pay a fine of $10 

(f. 25) and had been jailed since he could not pay. Mr. Van der  

Sluis,  to whom I had recommended him, became aware of this, paid his 

fine and got him out of jail. 

In this way he hinders his own progress and must expect the cold 

shoulder. 

I gave him no more money lest he should lose it. I don't think 

he needs it. It is difficult to get started, but if he will try he 

will be able to make a living. If not, his road will be a hard one. 

In this busy, practical country he will be trampled under foot and 

such an experience is perhaps necessary to teach him a lesson. 

Apart from that, he shows some signs of determination and spirit which 

promise success if he will not waste his efforts. His training gives 
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him an advantage. 

Sending money goes best by means of a draft from Hope on King's 

Sons, New York. Be so good as to order and pay for me a  Wekstem  

en  Bazuin  and also deduct enough for a year's subscription to De  

Standaard  which I have been enjoying by borrowing from someone else. 

You cannot expect many subscribers from here because vverybody  ia  

drowning in a sea of periodicals. 

Brother, God entrusts you with much. It is worth living for. 

I hope that the reality and the majesty of the things of God's kingdom 

may preserve your heart and make you happy and effective in your work. 

And although things often seem chaotic within and without, let it streng- 

then our spirit that Jesus is at the controls and in majesty and repose 

executes and perpetuates his plan. Although I cpmplimented you on your 

work, let me say this: don't work yourself to death, don't cripple your- 

self. Get enough sleep and take a vacation. 

Very respectfully, 

Your brother in Christ, 

A. C. Van Raalte 

- 



4f< 

k  

• 

?;••••• ; ; •,; f.;:.-.;.;!...;4;o 
2̀.,•,“; 

„ 

• 

;-;;• ';;'; 

; • 
• , . • 

• 

L. 
• 

• 
• • 

• • 

• - , 

/PCde-r 

/ 

,Y 

c4n agx~ 

7-7,9/ 

oasvdie, 27-if 
2- z d‘; ivt-a-64—( /  25 ever  

reel° 2.1.1.2.• 

. __9(41C tiA .• ég/tife____ 

b‘h tilt? cdzit1-1.-e, tt•t  -711(i ht, 

Pitt-tit ii it 72 lath a 
1- ij  /o 

uturtir  
cl;) 2 •-e  

:••• • 

2;ir 2 aet2t2  irje add 
e 

• 

; 
[ ; 

, 

• 

.t. . 

.„, ; 
•2:: kr: .‘•• 

r 

r • z‘ci• 1.  

2.• 2 27Z-C• r 

1'4  



0/ 

liar z 

lea-C 1:21 tata-bi  

I  a 1~ t. Lit  dr7t  da  
toilard 

ILci 

la„„„ 
87,a) 

-4.21 

ed Orn-Aa{V 
L-rx- 

kir2k  

6hi'ars --- gte hytr, Cr-Cd? 
 

bt- 7- n-e-rn )it:eidetzSzi--n- 'I* dra. a jaek 

M (  
 {
t

(  £7i 41n  
 id 2É i 

1n 
l(

l 2b7,24/ 

 

/ 

JI 

CA—. lt/"C.t IC 

-52?./ £ / ( 7-z et-re in.  

tx it et l'en114-tweLitA_,.., 
tudiu-...1/4  \ , 'N.' i  I 

-it etc (pry-0- C-- £ 1.4 CL,CY 
 

•I ill 'AEC itjur a a t  i  
b. itaLJ 

tloa. J.  tixaxte.... v-c.ft,....,--7-147., 

; 
a44-1vc_ c(*51  2trz 

, oU. cka» 
mJ/-a2,1f/ 

ity3
,5:St

6

6,  

n " dal 

sti 



'T ) 

I wad-) //-2::\ f 142/tr't 4eC115-/ ti V WY-A ant , -et& • 

I II IV-et 11:42 ( tt kg_ 7-  Actc4içeteJin,„„1- .),,e/t,  
&tart,- t.:,./Craditet,  , Cn  te tkve-c-C. cuteActrfirvviretz- :,-; 

'GS : 3C 1/ 2A/en  • "P'?  - 



 eal-10-5.- • 

otc—t-c—nr,t 
tvv-CACe-- 
L_ treifirei0oLtn,S" 

• 



---4Z79W/141,4,}7C7)  
ci4-6 pew afren htit4, 
et 13S, 44 

at.7  Pan Pfror 
atie. ir2yz“ 22-Sde 

_ 7  2tt, -1164 7 • "ded et„ 

ez2-7-?_e-rd12/-, 2-1,-2-71»-2/217-7 

4-112g an 41 744a 

i>91 o,G6-r6adifl0-72 

_ 

C 

cd3lég 

fra gone< "o ry an/ 02k7 (:;'e z • ( jag, 2A 021,_ 

v-e)? . _ kr.441,,,dit76 kW » c?' --a e in/ ff" -enteets etcret, 2 

, e 2za7 Ca/ / grietitv z 1.,ettar bte• tre.--474‘e-C/ "CA 1:2 I 6;22

6

7:4 .= 

rt- 
/1/ - tr. ‘• '14,446-/ 1»raa., /At t tie Ittne-t_en- cddere*„, 2;2., 

(t5fiti: 'cent, tinn t~-2_ S2-7-14/, zilan de_le- 2"an 2) 
is/ inig27/521 Peack,c4ck Se? obila-) geennen  l712r4..e_e/Xart 

.6fr<S>#C1//,,  adth t - G/t_el, A.2 20 ‘4/_e_ti 
ete: rci fta/g7 er.„.,72101,g 

w./2 , 
; -&512€ afr, Ki.eá;;, ee4  cï 

éce-67 0477 , hut/to ham accvnt 70)  
I y 

l/illiaceCori0; l yAtIL  71"  

ern» et' #4.PC el/;daA 

1 ell".2- 1/2
2 2  

' /2  

Cf~(27 a  --)S-ditt Weeerfi 

te  rin (-312,4-7 



deg ?/0;17 

tze /---- WS) 697_ - e 7_ e,,-Gr,' . aereSet- 2  6tatre ;--2-fili-r-2 a 
77/1/1-fri I Aee C-2-)-7  697,7 (It  li  e" Id 1-22_--- 
,2 / 1 ' k 5-4 7::  1_&-ce.  ell 114062471.  

7/c 4-?ecee_e_ 4 . ( 7 tece a 6- »t-et-e-J4, .1  a.4 
(-4, e eri-J_A-ra-.0 ;

_,
VC t.,_.  (2., (4, 0'6.1:5/  622i./  

1/4/1-4 (c_ I-€2Z-t i  

~t7 arne/9/z_ 
>2/2(/-6;2, tet tkriernK3 

p , 

\ijnitoczz 

(K‹ aztcC 

( 
p.1-77 9-1-7-4 

le /t t 6 .42-r-7  e.)-z ciénrcérjr-st.C75 -LlW- 
1-21  • L'élte 2a .i.ejthri, /6"17, 

4 

71-iti• , f(Ccet 7' - .91/427 Sil Al"t . 2"‘-'e-C' d:e*?: z O6 22 ,' Sc 

--- - 
-_-. C--, I - - 

-72 117,e/Yelf( 2- AetaL t_tfra-74 a /9 eh 
Iii 7.> 0 ) la ElserW) Só)%5z-ei-cd 

I 

/ / ,,i / (-7 t'! e c-f----  , 2 e 1-  Olt  ry 7:- 0 lij CC CM ,te-zsc, ,- 
,-è / ize--) 41.c, <7  nn  tej 676-elt _:42:5 ren-t_e__, e /b di  

1.1'  fe"*5  -if  ) e rt i • eh )  
e2i 4' te fr Arnz..7.0-71-2~ efr, 4742, 

.gee/-tz 

/2 - 
`12.ty 

no  

22,1  2 le-010 Of--Y-
y
de.radie 1 

/2 »--7-1. 76-&-a--. c14. e 
e Ve: r:;42,1  I Gin (7 62a40 nureo, 

P0, 4/0 ~7zz a 22 jljan 

_} 

'77 6ft-re-/ Clet )5c,  / "17 t3t-  d»/Ad 
/ e e- ~el E621  SPIV"  ",aie://e4i/Wzi,t e.t? 

/tá - 

"? 

C:32'zc •; 

/2/ 13/  

4- 7C Len 7 

,777 

a rn Obv-4;;-  

-222 re•j- t 

ye, ,, 1--2-2-7 /7  1-7r0--67C:-.Cte r 

ftk.' `t / it 

.ta  

s- 

5)2 
cz/ Sed 

a42 

Wift/i7etrY 



   

tt''-ƒIrt_tfiZt- t.,,n-tcuk9' 
tt'tt,, eAAA"fr 
es, Ci4.4-fre,rten 

en-t4/644. 

_ 
c  

LC5( . i/2-2 C(17-1 

r-93? .1tj trLttif 

-V)3e:  

ain-C Cif/ 

Cc-r- 

aaiuteig, 

ftp /lar  

14 

14 trte-c&7? 

testa c.tedila 
eljtette le)) L-1* Jet, ech 

• < c-X4/ a kétt,  /ewe__ 7/ g  
IY/tt/cc c/./;/;:,,,- 

P, Coin  ///i  /t 

,

ile% 'id tar t/e-  tarriettrig--_, 
--t rty-ct.4 tier add .e44 

det7-79/treTil do] ize4v0-66., : 

Xt.tr^ 



ALP É.frt t deCL#4, in if,  
1190.0 1:11 Lt.eiez tte,, 

d 

den , /1.- Ca' a 

c_Se-2 2-z - 4,4.47-6-1/1›, 

in;,.-4 
frti 

:2; z-v,02 t17 
/ fr 

b72z--11-77  71,-Ct--TC--. '2-&-t-te-1/Z/' im-ce.eic 

.2, crYi-J7b- cf-f 

fta7C 

- p-lard ,Ite 

4~7 = , 
X„zr-  /at ,„„ &4i157,16 

lated 
(bit -e-t.e. 

ef/A-72-1- 

-2 

eAlbur 67 <27/t/d0)  

Q2e, -7/frbb deehe en 1&az24z4 
gcriS f --QW49 

P (1/-br-db-7-71,07;erar. 

9"--17)-1 122 i7 

(21-7;Ctt. /"./Ït z / /a lc-CC 

(-)2 te1-i44 1,,V* 6277  

hilteda ICVVLC(C., , OCkt.C<, 

AnYr), (Xe  
fr  uen .117-11,H  Mettift-t-t-ci. ;Vet  Cei:; Jitij.  (.9k Jan:4AI g 

41/..) It;i-tr, .7 2-2 c" .c.-bc-2/2,1");‘) 
tt,, cwitteit4 1,4}-17  ce 61. tali‘ 

\--did)  ice 1-7.1:„  

tv 

cet/7‹ pi-iel(Lt•tvert), cevoyratt)e 
r • 0 t. cc.c. (typo- "'AL 

é< t, DeT.-• hit it4t d I MO; 6I; 

tet,6 :- eik i tlytal  eta' ey L.} to- 7 

Vt 

, 1' 

4r4r,V).“ tyt yeti  
Or et_ anif /92er Ls,  )s\d" 

cs‘ • s6- 

I it ft.Vt r (( ct / fa 't Atilt ct ece,17 ). „i t Ctz-itt 
-i)11 >1-  CP c_tvostrr-  rk  

di trti x•-etteati.:-, IC- c L 5 Wit, 2L'- 

re  sr ; 



- tt:  
• 

45e 

g‘ .2(2  2  tt7e,t4-rt 

t:t7•7:r-:i••• • •-7.;:tn... 

Fitn‘  OS. A4. .4"
4
14.-"e/2  

• - , ),;_  e . . 2-i--...ae, , re .---27  ce--›1  
olf 

-,.;, v„,„„;-,„_,.-  a_  ›, 4,----;#1 -i-c--, ."-J-74i 
, P 
k  
: Ottc-0-2- 0--,-/- z----,, fr..e.-•.  

----7-e-t--e-o,  4g.--0--e--“n (2.01-.• • 5 I 

7%-en  e /04 <>/ ~Z -•CeT‘ ."0- r  • (1-  • 

.. p4 rn. 4LO, 474‘1 '10,7 7--e--.  -4  --el-- 
, ohg,.---, .--,,, _.-,  ea-t- _..2...,. 6, ,,,,-. .--n------,  

i , ,  
/44,e. ,..--A--e-_r_„----/----7--- 

i.  Hz--.  
, 

"WitArtny rr,"  

-"t'S'It-e'S?* "Z.  Ze.:^  AW-10,".-0 ''an•••-42<2t 

. . 

c-,n-1-941A---e-t- -6(-44-caa-.. 42----e---t--•! • 
tn.  

ni.“ .---i-L-e2 e•;,/-- O.. tor,  04-e-,-- , f•t- -6:2 g•-:". • 

"4,  --Q _...,,,.„,....-/4____, .0,,,..„.4-.._e.--..-44'-,-.. 

42.--,  

04-z*---t- ct/ar  

- 4 , -,-,--/ 02.-e-cte---/-"2-fr r"..5k .,,,,,x.c.  5---- 

7Jatt 

')‘ed '-n-e'", .2 er-• c.-g -e e..2.,_a X P-e,---.  

‘---/-r•-----Td-c-t-c.--,  in- --,.,.-,-.--4.-=r , ite  

-4- kr---04(---x, ,e___ "geg-,  
7,7_, , en.-7 ,---"%-ipage--- 61---f-"tknO 7t-o--Z—. ..e. 

a-nn-fe4  

d 
e>" 2 4--,  i  2 /0.023' 70  0er tn.,. .-2---€ 

11•?  
• oteg-e-- S., •  t., - e 

• re° 

en-4-4  40V-0- 41„4it-/-62  

s.--1 tit-t 7 
#
1.,,e-4 -t . e-. 

eÇ  .4* tity- • 

L/

7.

7 
.niez 

ci.„.7  /CC-- ‘4-0-t-~---Z.:. 

Ccf7 /yeti LI-Étn 142:7  ----< •,d_, fi 
c7 4-7  h. 11-€ 29 0-- c? et•tt?4, 7/9  411.  .64 -' "1-0 X t, 444 e2 0. 

ViC:4? et- (-3 e 4714 t et.° 4/: 9 te e-<-^-••• .11•A-1 a 



A. C. Van Raalte to Dr. Abraham  Kuyper,  July 4, 1872 

Verwey to A. C. Van Raalte, July 13, 1872 

A. C. Van Raalte to Dr. Abraham  Kuyper,  July 17, 1872 

Originals: The Abraham  Kuyper  Archives, the Free University, Amsterdam 

Contents: Verwey attempts to get aid from these men. 

Fulltranslation by Prof. henry ten floor, June, 1976 
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Grand Rapids 

July 13, 1872 

Respected Sir! 

Your letter disappointed me greatly especially since the latest 

receipt has brought great trouble. Tonight I musf,pay my board bill, 

and since now I cannot do that, I will have to leave without my 

belongings and spend the nights in the street because this boarding-

house keeper doesn't give a cent of credit. I had hoped to receive 

the necessary money since I still have $40 of credit with you which 

would allow me to go to another boarding house tonight, which I had 

already arranged with a Dutch friend who would be willing to keep me 

for a while on credit while I could have bought wares with the re-

maining money to peddle on Monday. And now this chance to earn my 

bread is also lost. I can find no work because I have no trade and 

I am considered, rightly, unfit for heavy work on the railroad or any-

thing like that especially at my age and because I am unaccustomed to 

heavy work. What I must do now I don;t know. Very likely I can get 

a little food here and there from various people , and I can get along 

without any for a couple of days, but I will have to spend the nights 

out of doors until I have saved enough to pay my debt and get my 

clothes back. So I beg you again, if it is at all possible, to send 

by money order the remaining creditvI have standing with you so that 

I can give this last chance of making a living a trial. 

As concerns my departure from here, if I had been given such 

advice and had been told where to go, rould certainly have done that; 
tu 

now,  hoever,  I felt that without knowing your opinion about it, I 

should not leave Grand Rapids where you sent me. 

Concerning my return to the Netherlands I must say this: Rev.  

Kuyper  and I were both of the opinion that it was impossible for me 

to get started here by myself; he said that he fully expected that 

you would find me some work. Without this firm expectation neither 

he nor I would ever have considered my going to America. Now that 

it appears that this expectation cannot be fulfilled and that, there-

fore, as I always knew, it would be impossible for me to start on my 

own, he will very likely agree with me that it is best for me to re- 
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turn to the Netherlands as soon as possible. If I cannot get to ped-

dling or cannot make a living at it, I will write him more partic-

ularly about this and request that a credit account be opened for me 

somewhere to defray the expenses of my return trip, which I know my 

family will approve since their intent was never to expose me to pov-

erty and hunger but to give me a chance at an honest livelihood. 

I expect your answer to my repeated requests by return mail, and 

beg you, if it is possible, to respond favorably. Monday and Tuesday 

I will go to the post office and lók for a letter for me, because I 

find it unpleasant to discuss my business affairs with Er. van der 

Sluts since we would have to discuss the matter of money in the presence 

of his workmen. 

Respectfully, Your servant, 

. Verwey 
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Holland, Michigan 

July 17, 1872 

Rev. DtA. Kuypers.°2  

Dear Brother, 

I enclose Verwey's fiery letter to justify my sending the last 

840 without your honor's approval and against my own conviction that 

even forty dollars would not help him. A person doesn't value what 

he brings along but what he himself produces, as the saying here 

goes. 

I am sorry if I have disappointed you. Recommendation doesn't 

count for much here; hardy endurance is everything and my recommen- 

dation has become useless. If a stranger here behaves himself in 

such a way that he immediately falls into the hands of the police, 

then it's better that he leaves. He pays no attention to the hint 

I gave him about this as if he were bound by my orders to stay in 

Grand Rapids, notwithstanding the fact that I had already strongly 

suggested that he look for connections in Grand Haven and Big Rapids. 

Besides, he has no aptitude for teaching and would be unable to 

secure such a position because he lacks the accent and would not be 

able to pass the examinations. 

Clerks are selected on the basis of reputation and character. 

His learning a trade in the factory stopped after an affair with a 

woman. As a result of this and of his beer drinking the insurance 

company dismissed him notwithstanding the fact that the company 

really wanted a qualified Hollander and were willing to give him a 

trial. And the greatest difficulty is that wherever he goes he 

acts and talks just as he does in his letter: that he has not learn- 

ed a trade, that he is unable to do heavy work, that he can't earn 

his daily bread, that no one will help him and that his family is 

sending him money for the trip home. Thus  hé  determines his own lot. 

my opinion and advice is what it was befóre: leave him in school. 

It's best for him to move farther west where he can't depend on anyone 
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else. This dependence on others isn':ttgood for him: better to be among 

completely strange Americans. He has taken a condescending attitude 

toward the Hollanders. He considers them merely congenial companions. 

With highest respect, 

Your friend and brother, 

A. C. Van Raalte, 

P.S. Don't worry yourself over his complaints. We who are here know 

that it is difficult for this kind of people, but they finally 

learn and get along fine. However, he must leave these parts. 

No one dies here fasom hunger, etc. I would dare to let the whole 

of the destitute Netherlands rain down from the clouds all over 

the inhabited areas of America without being concerned that one 

person would perish from poverty.  

VR  
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