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16 September 1874 Holland, Michigan 

It was reported in De Hollander that at the recent meeting of the  Classis  of Holland, Dr. Albertus 
C. Van Raalte approved the idea of singing hymns in the churches. Rev. Roelof  Pieters  was 
opposed to the idea. 

In Dutch; translated by Simone Kennedy, 2002. 

Original in the archives of the Holland Museum. 
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1874, 09-16 Translation by Simone Kennedy 

De Hollander, 16 September 1874  

Classis  Holland discusses the singing of hymns 

The  Classis  Holland had a meeting in this town on Wednesday. The Rev. H. Uiterwijk 

was its President, and the Rev. Van Es its Clerk. The only issue of great importance, 

which caused a serious and intense debate, was the proposal to start singing hymns in the 

churches in Holland. This proposal was approved and defended by Dr. Van Raalte, the 

Revs. H. Uiterwijk and P. De  Pree  and a large majority of elders. The Rev. R.  Pieters  was 

opposed. It was finally decided to postpone further discussions to a later meeting, using 

the time in between to ask the advice of other Classes and churches. A vote showed the 

support the proposal received: 19 were in favor and 5 were opposed. 

H C. News 
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