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5 September 1860 Holland, Michigan

A letter written to Rev, Pieter J. Oggel, living in Pella, Iowa, on 24 August 1860 by G. Wakker
was published in De Hollander. The letter was intended to be an open letter and therefore was
published. Wakker sides with Oggel in the current controversy about hymn singing but he asks
Oggel to refrain from responding further to Wakker because the controversy disturbs the peace of
the community. “....Your comments will not extinguish the strange fire....”

In Dutch; translated by Dr. Henry ten Hoor; revised by Nella Kennedy, March, 2006.

Original in the collection of the Holland Historical Trust.




DE HOLLANDER, September 5, 1860

Open letter to Rev, P. J. Oggel,
minister of the Divine Word
at Pella

Very beloved Brother, in our Lord Jesus Christ!

Because through God’s grace I hold precious the peace of God’s Zion and the welfare of
souls, I venture to lay before you for your consideration the following matters, whether it
is not better to refrain from writing your opposition to Brother Ploeg in DE
HOLLANDER,

The path and direction that he has entered is very lamentable and for me inexplicable and
unsupportable for, and by, a pious heart. How can one condemn a congregation (upon
invitation of its consistory), gathered together in peace and harmony, having invoked the
Lord’s name, to elect elders and deacons following the footsteps of the old
Gereformeerde Kerk [Reformed Church] Church Order, Art. 27?7 But such a man, Ploeg,
stands up without having said a word to the brothers previously, reads a piece in the
midst of a peaceful gathering in which he says, among other things, that the practice of
our Fathers is contrary to God’s word. If the congregation had been possessed of a lesser
Christian spirit, she would have become a victim of quarrels and division. For according
to this presentation, the congregation had been summoned and gathered by her overseers,
with prayer, to ...... do something contrary to God’s command.

Perhaps Ploeg did not foresee the enormity of this, yet it became even worse. When it
was pointed out to him and he was admonished in a fraternal way, he continued to go on
in disseminating it in DE HOLLANDER. But, in addition, he continues and presents to
the people such an incomplete and mixed-up piece from the history of the Dutch and
French congregations in the Netherlands, that those who do not know the history
essentially have to believe a lie. IHe defames the descendants of our forefathers by
quoting Art. 51, although Art. 50 and 52 show clearly the opposite of his statement. Is
such action not lamentable, the more so if one will make it look as though it were done
out of love for truth and faithfulness? O, if the heart were filled with the fear of God and
the love of Christ, to promote the well-being of souls, one would fear to stir up the so
dearly bought church of the Lord by such things.

And since I see that [Ploeg] proceeds on this same path, I feel compelled to advise you, in
such circumstances, to discontinue your writing, I fear that your comments will not
extinguish the strange fire, but that even the slightest appearance of error will, for
combative people, be sufficient to despise God’s church and break all bonds.

I present this letter to you publicly so that all can see how one needs to decide about such
writing and such action, and that simple, but upright souls should not be needlessly upset
or trapped and to reject God’s holy institutions.




[ limit myself only to reveal the first principles which are open to all, and I hope that I
will not be compelled further to show such facts again.

With respect, your loving Brother.
G. Wakker

Holland, Mich., Aug, 24, 1860

[Translator: Henry ten Hoor; revision: Nella Kennedy,
March 2006]










Holland, Mich.,

24 Aug.,

G.Wakker

1860

Tr.s H. ten Hoor
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