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Wednesday, 25 July 1860 Holland, Michigan

Rev. Pieter J. Oggel, writing from Pella, Iowa, on June 25, is engaged in polemics with a Mr. B.
Ploeg who made charges about “Sunday schools, Sunday school booklets and Hymns.” Oggel
wonders how he can be against hymns when he does not read English and therefore cannot know
the words of the hymns. Oggel defends hymns for their spiritual and poetic value. Ploeg also
claimed that the Sunday school materials did not teach Reformed doctrine. Oggel really takes
Ploeg to task for his opposition in these matters. Oggel’s letter was published in De Hollander on
the above date.

In Dutch; translated by Dr. Henry ten Hoor; revision by Nella Kennedy, Marjich, 2006.

Original in the collection of the Holland Historical Trust, Joint Archives of Holland at Hope
College.




DE HOLLANDER, Wednesday, July 25, 1860

I have said it before and repeat it here that writing in the newspaper about ecclesiastic
matters is to be discouraged. But what has been most recently said about Sabbath
Schools, Sabbath School booklets and hymns must be answered. One cannot allow the
good to be slandered, but ought to defend it. There I can and may not be silent.

Speaking now becomes more necessary because if nothing would be said to the members
of the congregation about all the charges which are brought up, they soon would think
that nothing can be brought up and that matters were really in a bad state, and this
fortunately is not the case.

Hymns are mentioned. First a word about this. If the hymns of our church were the same
as those of the church in the Netherlands, I would keep silent. I would not like to take on
the defense of that volume as it is. I would not like to bow my neck under a yoke by
which I would be compelled to have hymns such as those to be sung. But people are not
so foolish that they would accuse us of having accepted here that which was rejected in
the Netherlands. Can you read English? If not, then keep still about the hymns, for
judging what you don’t understand makes you laughable among people and guilty before
God! If you can, read them and do so without bias. J. Bijlsma said recently that he ranked
them lower than those of the Netherlands Reformed Church. I don’t think so. I find my
life in them. I like poems very much. I love those of Schutte, Lodenstein, Groenewegen,
Pa Winckelman, Willemsen and others, as well as the hymns of the Reformed Church.
They touch the core of the spiritual life and speak the language of the poor sinner’s heart.
I find there that precious “nothing but Christ and his righteousness” so comfortingly
expressed:

Nothing in my hand [ bring,
Simply to the cross I cling

But now something else. I declare here openly that I recognize those hymns as the sound
expression of the doctrine of our church. They cannot express better the feelings of the
Reformed Church about the Trinity, God’s perfection (also his righteousness), eternal,
omnipotent election, the full payment and complete forgiveness, the necessity of rebirth,
man’s impotence, the justification by faith and such other fundamental doctrines. And
therefore 1 love them., The doctrine of the Reformed Church, in which I was instructed
since childhood and by which through God’s grace I found my life, becomes more dear to
me day by day. Until my death I hope to remain faithful to her. I am concerned with
truth and that’s why I address this question. Publicly I request Mr. Ploeg (whose writings
caused me to take up the pen)

“that he point out with particulars, rather than with generalizations, which hymns

of our church conflict with the doctrine as expressed in the Forms of Unity,
and further,

that he direct us to the Sabbath School booklets that teach another doctrine than

the Reformed one, yes, [direct us to the] ones where there is even the mere hint of

Romanism (something of which Americans otherwise are very averse) and show

us which booklets they are.”




I thought that Br. Ploeg did not know English. Now I see the opposite through his
judgment of the hymns and Sabbath School booklets. All honest and truth-loving people
may expect an answer to the above request from him.

This is no polemic for which this honorable gentleman says he is unqualified, which I
heartily believe, but this is to prove with examples what he has said. 1 ask this, because, if
P. cannot prove what he has said, sincere people will pay little attention to what he has to
say. I could say that...well, what can a person not say! But proof must be demonstrated.
And on the other side, if it is true what P. says, it would not be enough for me that there is
a little piece in the paper, which as soon as it is read, is torm up or laid aside. No, if
matters are such as P. suggests, then it would be time for us to do something besides
writing in DE HOLLANDER,; time for toiling in prayer. Or does Br. Ploeg think that he
alone loves the souls of children? No, thank God! When it comes to the salvation of the
next generation, there will be those who are willing to get into the harness, and I hope
through God’s grace to become worthy to be one of them, And therefore I repeat: Show
with examples which unreformed feelings are expressed in the hymns and Sabbath
School booklets, and then let us see what we have to do. Ploeg makes accusations (as he
writes, out of love for the upcoming generation and not out of love for his own notions),
that church doctrine especially is rated so low in the Sabbath Schools that it is no longer
noticeable. For that manner should he not submit that to the consistory in Holland since
the brethren would like to hear him, and they, I trust, will be faithful in dealing with P.
according to God’s word and our church order if he continues to fall short in justifying
his behavior so that evil will be opposed. The watchword for these days [however] is
“Tell it in Gath, announce it in the streets of Ashkelon.” The miserable condition of this
place [Holland] must be very great, for P. probably did not get acquainted with many
Sabbath Schools. I'had intended to add something to this about the singing of hymns
themselves, but this piece is already long enough. Maybe I will do so later. And so with
this; full stop. ‘“He that troubleth you shall bear his judgment, whosoever he be.” [Gal,
5:10b]. 1am sorry to meet B. Ploeg on such a ground, because I love him in truth. Now
that he entered that ground, I have to resist him publicly as Paul did with Peter, two men
with rather more weight than Ploeg and

P.J. Oggel
Pella, June 235, 1860

[Translation: Henry ten Hoor; revision: Nella Kennedy,
March 2006}













P. should, if he writes out of love for the upcoming generation,

and not out of love of his own ideas, submit to Classis a?f
Holland(where the misery must bhe very great; for has P. become
acquainted with MANY Sunday schools?) where the Brothers will
hear him with pleasure, as they, as I trust, will also be
faithful to treat P.according to God's word and our Church Order
in case he fails to justify his complaint, so that the bad may
be resisted. I had meant to add something to this about singing
Hymns, but this piece is long enough. Perhaps I will do that
later. So here a period. "He who disturbs you will bear the
judgment, whoever he is!" I am sorry to meet B. Ploeg, whonm

I truly love, on such terrain. Now that he has declared
himself,I must oppose him publicly as Paul opposed Peter, two

men of more importance than Ploeg and

P.J.Og#?a

Pella 25 June 1860

Tr: H. ten Hoor
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