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17 October 1863 [Holland, Michigan ??] 

A brief poem is addressed to "Dear Teacher." There is no indication who the teacher is 
but the document is found in the Van Raalte Collection at Calvin College. Apparently 
the signers are students in a class which Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte or someone close to 
the family taught. The names of the students are appended as well as the date. The 
students are: J.  Wakker,  J.  Kroes,  N.  Kanters,  A. Phanstiehl, L. Binnekant, R.  Struik,  G.  
Wakker,  and K. Plugger, all familiar Holland names of that period. 

In Dutch; translated by Dr. Henry ten  Hoor  

Original in the Van Raalte Collection at Calvin College, Box 1, fldr. 19. 
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October 17, 1863 [Holland, Michigan??] 

A brief poem is addressed to "Dear Pastor  (Leraar)."  There is no indication who the Pastor is, 
but the document is found in the Van Raalte Collection at Calvin College. Apparently the signers 
are students in a class which Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte or someone close to the family taught. 
The names of the students are appended as well as the date. The students are: J.  Wakker,  J.  
Kroes,  N.  Kanters,  A. Phanstiehl, L. Binnekant, R.  Struik,  G.  Wakker,  and K. Plugger, all familiar 
Holland names of that period. 

In Dutch; translated by Dr. Henry ten  Hoor;  revision by Nella Kennedy, January, 2008. 

Original in the Van Raalte Collection at Hope College, Box 1, fldr. 19. 



Beloved Pastor! 

Receive this little gift, according to your pleasure, 
From us, still youthful folk, as a remembrance. 
The gift, remaining small, is sent to you in thanks; 

Accompanying the wish: 
That daily your heart will be bound closer to us. 

We wish cordially that God may spare you for a long time, 
To be near you always, in prosperity or sorrow; 
We completed our wish with this for now, 
(Expressed so haltingly), concluding: May God bless you. 

This is the sincere wish of 
Your obedient pupils 

Holland, Mich. 
17 October 1863 

J. Wakker 
J. Kroes 
N. Kanters 
A. Pfanstiehle 
L. Binnekant 
R. Struik 
G. Wakker 
K. Plugger  

[Revision of H. Ten  Hoor  translation: Hells Kennedy, 
January 2008] 



Geliefden Leeraar! 

Ontvang dit klein geschenk als 't naar genoegen is, 
Van ons nog jeugdig kroost, tot een gedachtenis, 
De gift hoewel steeds [?] klein, word u in dank gezonden; 

Hierbij den wensch geuit: 
Dat dagelijks u hart aan ons meer word verbonden. 

Dat God u lange spaar dit wenschen wij van harten, 
U stieds [sic] nabij mag zijn in voorspoed, of in smarten; 
Hiermede is onze wensch, zoo stamelend geuit. 
Voor dezen keer volbracht; Gods zegen tot besluit. 

Dit is den Oprechten wensch van 
Uwe gehoorzaame leerlingen 

Holland, Mich 
17. October 1863 

[Transcription: Nella Kennedy, 
January 2008] 

J. Wakker 
J. Kroes 
N. Kanters 
A. Pfanstiehle 
L. Binnekant 
R. Struik 
G. Wakker 
K. Plugger. 



d 

f./Z-/Trit.r • 

1:7.; ig 

k / 14 3 

»7 

_. .., . 

.4,7 
1 , 

.C2- -i-(---i.{. --.,-z.er -/-„,---e7 '----";'-ez‹,,, , ---;47 1,--;,-e7r,-  -?-•-"--/ - fL"-.  77 -' -  

:-,4!. 

./" - .„ 
. 41 /.1 ' / • , ,r_./ 7,  __,,,./X: c-  ,,,i,....., . /(»: ..-1/•-fre , //-7: 

, .„,, . .. .. • i. /1 
, 

L.,‘ --(_,--, G‘-e-Z-- L/--ff .i.2•-‹/Cf,  - ‘ 5, ///,..:Ï ., 

•,/ r 

1„2.c,-4,  4 e % 
_/' • 

k-, . 

- / -, / ../ . • 
/ - f 4- - -- 7,1  '•'? 1,2c. -*2),--:?:',,i .4 i , , Y/ //2---,-".-1-57 ,./7. ,...e.--3-0.2- /.e-y. / -,,' /i ---pz- ., 

' • ....f • 
-1-A4.4 7 ‘07 --/-2- /--i-z---  G.., 0,1 fie.  /L/„., e.7.--:- -1,--- -,t;1.-272-  

.;,,...1. , 
//

..2.0.,..,,,_ __ /_;-/#4.,_ ,,,,...,_ ,,,,,,,/,,,.=;-, r  fie...
,

z.,... 
 ,   

g . 
n 

- / - LI, t i 
,__ 

. _. ,I. . • ., 

• /i 

• 
/".1-72-• 

/4.0-ed 

• 

2,- • -f 
el-tr;teL423A.. 



Dear teacherV:7-e ,-; 7-e-e-C 

Receive this little gift, if you please, 

From us still youthful folk, as a remembrance. 

The gift, though small, is sent all wrapped in thanks. 

And it expresses the wish: 

That daily your heart will be bound closer to us, 

That God may spare you, this we wish cordially, 
p~4-1 

Be with you still in 'success or suffering. 

Herewith is our wish, so awkwardly expressed/ 
J Foutefrtit t4:vt, 

CompleteI ;or this time. God5blesslityou—tiat.:1ife-end-. 

This is the_pleu7S- wish of 

Your obedient students. 

Holland, Mich. 

17 October 1863 

J.Wakker 

J. Kroes 

N. Kanters 

A.Phanstiehle 

L.Binnekant 

R.Struik 

G.Wakker 

K.Pluggerl 
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