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March 31, 1865 

A letter of A. C. Van Raalte to Philip Phelps. He encourages Phelps 

in his fund raising efforts. He then adds some personal notes: "I am 

growing old and stiff and dull. By keeping me in the harness I will 

be finished up and soon obliged to retire. Old men have to learn to 

die by inches." ACVR is now 54! 

Original in the Archives of Hope College. 



33. 

Holland Mich 
March 31/65 

Rev. P: Phelps, D.D. 

Dear Brother! 

Yours of the 26th are received: They contain great cause of thank to 
God: - 

To get Counting Subscriptions in the beginning is essential to Success. 
And that you have the beginning of Subscriptions and well such counting ones 
fills my heart with joy and hope. 

Your proposal I did not think would succeed: but if it does take 
against my expectation; then it is just the thing to place the cause on a right 
footing.- 

I must acknowledge the cause is more popular than I expected: and if 
your opponents eve.a begin to favor the cause; then I will this a perfect triumph; 
and a strong proof of a very strong undercurrent in favor of Western education. - 

Certainly you have to go through much hard and disagreeable work: but the 
Lord will cheer you up by his Spirit and by every kind of ministering angels. - 
and a good beginning will make the thing popular: The first giving to the Academy 
will make many willing to give more seeing the growth of their planted tree. 

I think the extreme selfishness of your opponents works out for you a 
blessing it causes reaction. - and after having suffered through your wrestling 
soul-agonies, the usual preparation for important works, I trust you will find a 
better prepared path than we have expected: The Lord is mercyfull. 

I think it is well for Mrs Phelps to be somewhere in the East during 
your work. 

Mr. Talmage has given the people a pointed sermon.- Do not forget to seek 
for a pastor: it is a crying want. Rev. Ferris will not do his time is taken up: 
I believe that a soul-seeking American pastor, a man given to the work in simplicity 
is the great desideratum even if he has no splendid talents. Let the Hollanders 
see an American faithfull laborer; this will have a very excellent effect: and the 
Americans cannot sympathise with a pastor who is too much Dutch. 

cannot sympathise with a pastor who is too much Ditch: this side of the 
question gets with me again the upperhand.-But still I give only my opinion for what 
it is worth: it is none of my business: -perhaps I am a little too officious: and 
I learn that the Lord does not rule according to my wishes. 

Mrs. Van Raalte can not be induced to leave for Clifton Springs: she is 
somewhat better: But she is not a day without a slow fever.- 

I an growing old and stiff and dull. By keeping me in the harness I will 
be finished up and soon Obliged to retire: Old men have to learn to die by inches.-
Do work brother but do it moderate, and you will keep out longer than I did do. - 

We have lost Mrs. Venneza: the old Colonists are dropping off: I wish 
the young ones did supply the lost salt. 

I suppose others will write you about the Academy etc. 
May the Lord sustain and prosper you my Friend and Brother 

A.C. Van Raalte 
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hol.and flot 
i*jOt ?lie5  

Ater .rotheri 
!owe Jr the ;..tta. are received; they contain 

great comae 01 thew. to 

dot outing 3ubacrivtinns in the beginning is essential to 
eart.4nd that you have the becinning of jubeeriptione end ~11 

ouch cJuntitti; onee rillbe r;y heart ith joy sad hope. 

Your -roposal I did not think would *mace d: but If it does take 
against my expectation;then it is just the thing to  plees  the cause 
on a right fJoting. - 

must eekn ledge the cause is more populer then I expected: 
,,nd 11 your op.onent1 even begiu to favor the cause; then 114011 this 
a perfect triumph; mud co strong proof of e very strong undercurrent 
in f.vor of S'emtern 04qest1on. 

uwroainly vim hute to ro thrwishime.. mere giói miteadiheapie wórk: 
tat, Lórd will sheer ,oet up óy his -In1714, end by every kind of 

alloleterik angel*. - and ti good begiáLlIng will make the thing popular: 
Lt e rirst giVing to the :'.ocUenty w41l make meny willing to give more 
geeing tL ro,,th co: their plgnted trne. 

I think the extreme selriehew,t of your op'onentm works out for you 
a Llesaing It clusee reaction. - end after :,,orint-  suffered thrurh 
yJur crestutng soul-(Igonloso the uJuel pre;Iarmtion for inportant .e.Jrks, 
I trust you mill Clnd better pri,:ered poth then we have espectecA 
Tho 1,ord  i  merejfull. 

I think it  ic  :well or ire Aiel7s to be some4hcre In the met 
aurine j.p.4.1.  work. 

Talswee toket 6  ven  the people e pointed otermonee not fordet 
sock gf pastor: It le ,-, criing wont. hev. Ferris will hot. dushis -Or 

tine 14 taken up:I belL)ve that a 3oul-se king American paator e k nen 
elvell I., the work in eimpliolty 15 the •riket desideretug even ii Le 
boa no aplondit telents. Let the Itol enders aes an ;.mericen f'ithfuli 
Ub,rerithSe will tt/eh every eeeelli-nt ellect: Aaa tax-  Amegtimme 
Owiriim4 eynii4th.ág ótoá 1'4.0 ;e. 440 M.1.01. 

can  .ot  sympathise »ith a peetor who 18 to . tJutch: this' aide of 
the question ftete with me fgein the idut itfli Ieve only 
INY 021n1Jn What It tn ‘,.)rth: IL if none of my uumineol,: - perilepe 
I e s lit ilo ‘io lfficloue: and  i  leern thet the Lord does not rule 
acnordinf. to my ',Inhofe. 

'2.1.  Ven  Raelte on not  br!  ladueed to le •Ve for Clifton orrinou 
he is ewhet btster: but le  nat. day - IthAlt e  aow  Toler.- 

Im 4r0,11! 14(1 pttr 101V Calls Ey keeTAng tr the h^7.201,5 
will  te  finl3ht-d ur aon oblit.od  ta  rotire: ;314 men hmve to learn 

to die by 11101es. - .o work  ,:rother  but al it no,..eret..,,,end you will 
ics,1 out one. tpltA I did:do.- 

hove Inn r.Vearác.j,e; the old io1onie.tt ere dro;)rIng A*f 1 wish 
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