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21 December 1856 [place of writing not given] 

A letter of Anna [Taylor], daughter of Walter T. Taylor, the first principal of the Pioneer School, to Rev. Albertus 
C. Van Raalte. She assumed that ACVR had heard of her father's death. However, she regretted that her father 
and ACVR had a disagreement which marred their relationship. Wichers quotes this letter in A Century of Hope, 
p. 40. 

In English. 

Original in the Calvin College Archives, Van Raalte collection, Box 8, fldr 119. 



el  /41-e fr - December 21,1856 

Rev.A.C.Van Raelte 
Dear Domine: 

Do not think me bold or obtrusive in writing to you.1 nave been thinking 
of those days of uleasant social intercourse between our families and 
regreting that anything should have happened to mar it. It has always been 

a  greta source of grief to me and I had hopeu that sometime all those sad 
misunderstandings which have crept in between you and father destroing 
your friendship for one nnother,would Pass away and that all would be bright 
again. And 1  think with father they  vers  passing away for he often spoke 
Of you with great kindness and symppthy ,and only the night before he died 
he was wishing that he could see you.,Mrs Van Ranite ,nd the children, But 
this is not to be in this world but I hope it will be in that world where 
no enemy ever can come to work mischief. You hnve d ubtless herd of father's 
death long ere this? It was very unexpected .He wes sick only a fet days 
And though we thought him very sick,we did not think it weuld end so. Or we 
thought it 'ould come sometime but it was dreadful that we ddd not let it 
remain long,or tell our fears to each other ,and when we whispered them to  
te  Doctor he said that they were all groundless ald that father would soon 
be well ,And this he said fifteen minutes before he died. V.e do not blame the 
Doctor,He c,uld not see the  vork  of death within. e now think that an arter 
broke in his lung and that this suffocated him. it was a night of sorrow 
never to be forgotten 

Dear Domine.forgive all inperfections in this letter .1 have tritten  ver  
fast and the my t .hought would run aheag of my pen.elease trite to  ne  .1 toul 
be happy to receive a letter from you.Give my love to 0.1 the family . 

Respectfully yours 
Anna Anna B."- aylor 

She writes again on Aoril 5,1859 
I have heard that you are changing teachers in the Academy,lf there should 

bw n. opening please remember me.I have been looking for a situation . 

Holland would be like home to me. iy health will be better if I can feel 
that I can do something for myself and for others .Geneva does not agree with 
me.I would Prefer small children.I can teach the rudiments of eusic.I would 
try to do my duty faitfully.I have been quite ill for a few days.This 
morning,while trying to dress,I fainted .I am feeling very badly now.This 
is my reason for this letter 

Anna B.Taylor 

/Or-e- 
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