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22 December 1857 [Holland, Michigan] 

A letter of Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte to  "Lieve Kinderen,"  his children about the "letters to the 
Dames," or the sisters of Rev. and Mrs. John Vleck in New Jersey to whom Van Raalte had sold 
some lots. The letter is puzzling and it is difficult for the reader just what the problems were that 
needed to be solved. 

In Dutch; translation by Dr. Henry ten  Hoor,  February, 2000; retranslated by Nella Kennedy, 
February, 2005. 

Original in the collection of the Holland Museum, the Joint Archives of Holland at Hope College, 
Holland, Michigan. 



[Dec. 22, 1857] 

Dear Children, 
I have not posted the letters to the ladies because I am unsure what to do: either leave you or take 
yowl-tome. 

The unpleasant feelings which they show against you cause me to fear that your being there will 
be useless, for where love and respect make place for bitterness and scorn, there, I fear, is no 
blessing. I had an agreement with Rev. Van Vleck for just one year, but he can take no more 
land and so I will, whenever a new year begins, also have to make a new contract with the ladies. 
I was intending to offer them five dollars per week for you together. I had hoped to do this until 
June even though sometimes I fear [that I would] not be able to do so because of scarcity of 
money: I would not want to be in arrears with the ladies now that they have unpleasant feelings 
toward you. I spoke with Rev. Van Vleck about the matter and he seemed to know the bitterness 
of the oldest. His opinion was that it was better to come home and judged that you could just as 
well take your lessons at the Academy now that Helena is there. Pfanstiehl's daughter is there 
and also his wife's sister is planning to come to continue the studies, to wit, the older one who 
could also give music lessons. We hardly know what to do. We very much desire to know your 
opinion. Write immediately. Write immediately and think about it prayerfully, [for] it would be 
too bad if it were to  han  n your studies. It would truly not be desirable if your life would become 
embittered, and we would still be pressed down by financial burdens. It would be better to bring 
you back immediately. 

The expressions and attitude are insulting and this would almost make me think that your hearts 
could easily be filled with bitterness; inconsistent with true education and your advancement; 
and so I could easily conclude to come to get you immediately. Were they but small and short-
lived problems that were not a hindrance to the real purpose, it would be my rule: we must not be 
delayed by trivial matters. The fear that they would not look after you [and] also that your hearts 
also should become embittered, and that you will not demonstrate the maturing of gentleness, 
respect and love, along with the fear of not always being able to pay immediately, makes me 
threaten to bring you home, but I would rather first hear about this from yourselves. 

Therefore, my children, sit down and think about this prayerfully and calmly, and write us as 
soon as possible. May the Lord graciously care for you, and lead you! Pray for this guidance: 
the Lord is a hearer of prayers. Receive our hearty greetings. 

By God's goodness we are well. Farewell. 

Your loving father, 
A.C. Van Raalte 

22 December 1857 

[Translation: H. ten  Hoor;  editing: Nella Kennedy 
February 2005] 



Lieve Kinderen, 
Ik heb de brieven aan de dames niet verzonden, want ik ben besluiteloos wat te doen: of Ulieden 
daar nog te laten, of Ulieden te buis te halen. 

De onaangename gevoelens, welke zij tegen Ulieden openbaren, doen mij vreezen, dat U daar 
zijn doelloos zal maken. — want waar de liefde en achting moet plaats maken voor bitterheid en 
smaad, daar wees ik is de zegen weg: - Ik had met  Ds.  Van Vleck maar een overeenkomst voor 
een Jaar doch hij kan geen land meer nemen, en zoo zal ik wanneer wij eene nieuwe Jaarkring 
intreeden ook een nieuw contract met de Dames moeten aangaan. Ik was van voornemen, ze 
voor u te zamen vijf dollars per week aan te bieden. — Ik hoopte zulks te kunnen 

[2]  
doen tot Junij: evenwel somwijlen vrees [?] ik het niet te kunnen doen vanwege de 
geldschaarsheid: en ik zou met de Dames niet gaarne achterlijk blijven nu ze alree onaangenaam 
gevoelen jegens Ulieden:-- 

Ik sprak met  Ds.  Van Vleck over de zaak, en hij scheen wel te weten van de bitterheid der 
oudste, zijn oordeel was, dat het beter was te huis te komen, en oordeelde dat gij evengoed op de 
Academij uwe lessen kondet nemen, nu Helena er was, Pfanstiehl's dochter er was en ook zijne 
vrouws zuster komen zou om de studie voort te zetten, te weten, die oudere; die ook in de 
muziek lessen kon geven.- 

We weten haast niet wat te doen.- We wilden graag ulieder oordeel eens weten: Schrijf dadelijk. 
— Schrijf dadelijk en denk vooraf er biddend over: - indien het U te nadeelig in studie zou zijn 
dan was het jammer. Indien Uw leven 

[3]  
verbitterd zou worden, en wij dan nog onder geldelijke bezwaren gedrukt zouden worden, dit zou 
waarlijk niet te verkiezen en beter zou het wezen Ulieden dadelijk op te halen.- 

De uitdrukkingen en houding zijn beledigend en zouden mij haast doen denken dat Uwlieden 
harten met bitterheid ligtelijk zouden vervuld worden, in dit strijd met ware opvoeding en 
uwlieder bevordering: waarom ik ligt zou besluiten dadelijk U te halen: Waren het maar blote 
ligt voorbij gaande moeiten die niet hinderlijk waren aan het eigelijke doel dan is mijn regel: wij 
moeten ons niet door beuzelingen oplaten houden.- De vrees dat zij U niet zullen behartigen, dat 
ook uwe harten zullen verbitterd worden, en dat gijlieden niet de gevorderde zachtmoedigheid 
achting en liefde zult betoonen; alsmede vrees voor niet altijd dadelijk te kunnen betalen 

[4]  
doet mij dreigen U te huis te halen: doch ik wil liefst U vooraf zelve hier eens over hooren.- 

Daarom mijne Kinderen; Zit biddend en bedaard eens na te denken en schrijf ons ten spoedigste.-
De Heer zij U genadig zorge voor U en leide U: en bidt om deze leiding: De Heer is een Hoorder 
der gebeden.- 

Ontvangt onze hartelijke groeten. Wij mogen door Gods goedheid welvaren. — Vaartwel. 



Uw Lielhebbende Vader 
A. C. Van Raalte 

22 December 1857 

[Transcribes: Nella Kennedy 
February 2005] 
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October 5, 1857 Town of Holland, Ottawa County, Michigan 

This is a puzzling document because it is the official organization of a Third Reformed 
Church in Holland Township. My first reaction was to think it was Third Reformed of 
Holland but it was not organized until 1867. 

Pieter Heyboer, Pieter A. van Dyk, and Teipfis  Bos  were the trustees. One of the 
witnesses was Alexander Hartgerink of N rth Holland. 

Upon examination of the doc  ent  a, d researching the names of these men in Dutch 
) Immigrant Memoirs and Relate W dings by Henry S. Lucas, second edition, 1997, I 

learned that these men were in the/ 4orth Holland and Noordeloos congregations. 

It appears that a new Reform96 Church as organized after the Rev.  Koene  van de Bosch 
took the Noordeloos congr ation out of ai~ed Church in America in April of 
1857. 

,/ 

Location of the original document not given. [Where did I get this copy of the original?] 
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Vgy children:- 

You have heard of the 7 thousand acres for wharf and 

roads that have given t reat courage: I wish on17 that the 

Commissioner may go to work. 

Sir I pray you one thing will not forget the Holland 

Colony Who is lead by your aid in Michigan: and we ?ray 

you to use your influence for pur bennefit and welfaren 

Where you cane:- there is one very 1.,ortant .1.atter it is 

the corner stone of our whole building; to wit we may get 

of the  gouvernement  auappropriation for our Habour: Sir! , 
c/4m./ /.0-1-0,0-v‘icLo 03,44-a LLP - 

I pray you will fc lni c matter through; forget 
A 

us not now you al-e gone, but bear/. 3  in your mind: 

When we may get an Harbour of our lake Sir!. I know the 

thousends of Hollanders will find here their refUge; Sir 

When you do any thing to prosper our cause than you anable 

us to work for thousends, which now yet sit down in 

sorrows in our native land. 

Before I finisch my line I thank you and your wife  ver};  

very heartily for the comfort what you have given to us, 

you and your wife was like an angel towards us whe,n we 

were Strangers:- My and my wifes love to your wife and 

ch1ldrea1r3he little Plumtree of your boy is niOely growing. 

The Lord be your yoy and treasUre;- Your thankful Friend 

A.C. Van aaalte. 
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-11My children:— 

You have heard of the 7 thousand acres for wharf and 

roads that have given great courage: I wish only that the 

Commissioner may go to work. --a 

Sir I pray you one thing will not forget the Holland 

Colony Who is lead by yoilr aid in Michigan: and we pray 

you to use your influence for  pui  bennefit and welfaren 

Where you oane:— there is one very important matter it is 

the corner stone of our whole building; to wit we may get 
A 

of the  gouvernement  apappropriation for our Habour: Sir' 
owww-t-e&rvd.ow-gate-wcoa, 4.:(0~41, • --G;ct 

I pray you will fc gni4h M matter through; forget 
A 

us not now you are gone, but bear% 3  in your mind: 

When we may get an Harbour of our lake Sir!. I know the 

thousends of Finlanders will find here their refUge; Sir 

When you do any thing to pioSper our oause than you anable 

us to work for thousands, which now yet sit down in 

sorrows in our native land. 

Before I finisoh my line I thank you and your wife veri; 

very heartily for the comfort what you have given to us, 

you and your wife was like an angel towards us when we 

were Strangers:— My and my wifes love to your wife and 

ohildren.c he little Plumtree of your boy is niOely growing. 

The Lord be your yoy and treasdre;— Your thankful Friend 

A.O. Van Raalte. 


	Letter from Albertus C. Van Raalte to "Lieve Kinderen" (His Children)
	Recommended Citation

	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16

