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December 16, 1847 Holland, Ottawa County, Michigan

A letter of Cornelia Maaike Van Malsen Vande Luister [she had been married to Jannis
Vande Luister on September 11 by Albertus C. Van Raalte] to her parents, brothers, and
sister, about many family matters because she had heard from her parents on November
12. She then gave a report on life in the Van Raalte family: I am still in the household of
Rev. Van Raalte but am going to my own house this week. The pastor and his wife are
my dear friends; we have very much in common. The Lord grant that T may find grace in
the in the eyes of the people. All three of us (the minister, his wife, and I) are writing to
the Netherlands. Tt is nine o’clock in the evening. The dear little ones are in bed. The
two smallest—Christina, a dear little girl of about two and Dirk, a lad of four, call me
“aunt”; they are all fond of me. I will have the youngest for fourteen days as soon as he is
weaned. Benjamin is seven; then comes Mina, nine; and Albertus, who is eleven years old.
Arie, you should see how neatly those boys can chop wood. They all have little axes, even
little Dirk. ... We have already been with this good family for three months. .. During the
winter months our English teacher comes to instruct both the children and the adults,
especially in English. The minister and his wife pray constantly for a God-fearing
teacher....(Van Raalte) has so much to do that I often feel sorry for him.

She is also urging her parents to come to America and gives them advice about the trip
and what they need to take.

“America” Letters From Holland, Edited by John Yzenbaard, MICHIGAN HISTORY,
volume 32, March 1948, number 1, pp. 55-60.
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David Ward: Pioneer Timber King
Rolland H. Maybee

Wrrn Four monTHS of his seventy-eighth birthday, David Ward,
Michigan’s undisputed pine king, died at his Orchard Lake home
ear Derroit on May 29, 1900. He died a multimillionaire and
ethaps Detroit’s wealthiest citizen. From 1836 to 1900—sixty-four
pars—he lived in Michigan, selected choice pineries for Detroit and
stern clients, became Michigan's most extensive pinedand holder,
d lumbered extensively in many parts of Michigan and Wisconsin,
poducting personally his wide business activities, vigorously, quietly,
ot always profitably. His life was the personification of the era of
pgged individualism. For him business success became an obsession.
ed in almost abject poverty, a victim of ill health, scorned and
offed at by rich relatives, later earning small wages as a surveyor, a
phoolteacher, pine explorer, and commercial fisherman, young David
Ward in 1851 at the age of twenty-nine finally abandoned all other
wsuits and entered the scramble for ownership of Michigan pine
ids. He became the most eminent figure in the rise and development
fMichigan pine lumber, spurred on by personal pride, a bitter family
e, by ambition, a keen mind, and by an indomitable energy.

At maturity, David Ward was still a small man in stature, but with
runusually large head. He stood only five feet five and a half,
_- hed less than 150 pounds, was well built, not always healthy, but
ook to the woods as naturally as an aboriginal.” While spending

1In compiling this paper I have made use of The Autobiography of David

Micmigan History is published quarterly in March, June, September, and
December by the Michigan Historical Commission, Lansing, Michigan. Coe:
respondence concerning contributors and books for review may be sent to the’
editor. The commission assumes no responsibility for statements made by con-
wributors. Entered as second-class matter February 23, 1923, at the postofice

under act of August 24, 1912.

-;3: fard (New York, 1912); The American Lumberman, June 2, 1900; the Detroit
fpexing News, May 29, 1900; the Detroit Journal, May 29, 1900; the Detroit
sy News-Tribune, May 26, 1895, February 26, 1899; Thomas Donaldson,
fhe Public Domain (47 Congress, 2 session, House Miscellaneous Documents
B part 4, volume 190 (Washington, D.C., 1884); John Ise, United States
grest Policy (New Haven, 1920).
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people. It has been less than five months since we arrived and nowg
there are good log houses and even handsome houses made of boark'g
with good cellars, The church there is already half built. Father walked3
with us a half hour before we arrived home. There is a great need S
carpenters here, and the daily wage is a dollar, so that B—— can safth
come over. V. St. and V. H. would prosper in the cities here, esptg
cially if they would learn some English. All of you should learn the3
English language soon; often I am sorry that we did not begin \nﬁ
it sooner at home. I am getting along quite well with it now, and lh‘
Americans gladly speak with us. Many English speaking men 2083}
women come to see the minister, and then I talk as best I can. M
./ Van Raalte and I have progressed about equally well. We are ofks
asked to go to Allegan and other places. Van de Luijster is getting
along well with English. When Rev. Van Raalte is out of town, whidh3
happens often and sometimes for long periods, Van de Luijster preaches
and is blessed by it. When the Lord shows the way, he will glady
complete his studies. A big house of boards and a store is being cowr
structed for ~— and Company and we will work for them for —
dollars monthly. We have all the household necessities required. A
sister of Van de Luijster is coming to live with us and that will be
big help. We are all well and so are keeping up with things. I enjoy
much peace of mind. Many have been ill this summer and some have
died but no more than might be expected; more illness and deaths
to be expected among immigrants because of the changes in soil, #
mosphere, and mode of living. Worthy parents, we hope to answes
the questions in your letters soon—when we will have more time W
write and will have received some news from Cornelis. My hushand
is not aware that I am writing this; he asked me to seal and post b6 2§
letters and the thought occurred to me that I might slip in 2
letter. The letters you sent along with Ruitenbergen have not y
arrived. The minister, while returning from Detroit recently, stoppad
to see Rev. Hoit but there was no letter. Qur chest remained intxs,
but it would have been better if it had been only half as large becsom’
its unusual weight might have proved a temptation to some peopke. A% )
second sawmill is being built. We have had a communion service faf 3%
the first time—under the open sky—a large crowd was present. The
Lord is doing great things for us; everything needed for administecimg’3
the sacraments of communion and baptism were given as a gift by

¥ Aacsican, Christians in Buffalo, Dear parents and relatives: may the
hﬂ bless you 2ll; may He give you the wisdom to know and to do
ims needed for His Honor and our salvation. We hope to write you
de within a few days. W. could earn a living here with a needle,
Paad 10 one needs to be ashamed of his occupation. I hope that the
Laed will hear our prayer and, in His time, cause us to live together in
it free land. The Van Raalte and Van de Luijster families greet you
; Beartily. Greet our family at Zwijndrecht, at Hedel, Driel, Zwaluwe,
%md all friends and neighbors, If Oggel must pay extra postage on
hese letters, return half of it to him; I added that to his letter for when
bad his letter, the desire came over me to write, Remember us in
prayers, even as we remember you. I am embracing you all in my

Your dear daughter and sister,
C. M. van MarseN
It is possible that you may receive these letters about New Year's
2

Horrawo, Orrawa County, Micmican
16 December, 1847

Pusey Berovep PArenTs, BroTHERS AND SisTERS:

With joy and with a prayer to God I have again seated myself to
wiite a Jetter which I hope will cheer you. I pray that the Lord will
Yad me and light my way with His Holy Spirit. I hope that you have
crived the last letter I sent, enclosed with others for Oggel. I could
zaly mention 2 few things at that time. I hope, too, that you have
ceived our letters of September 22. Your letter, which I received on
November 12, is before me and I hope to answer the questions you
Jeve raised in some sort of regular order. It is really unnecessary for
to mention that I was very happy to hear from you; you can well
iugine that. I am deeply grateful that the Lord has spared your lives
spite of severe illnesses. I pray God that the illness may have affected
“ox dear Aaltje and Arie—that they may pray much for regeneration,
Our dear Lord Jesus says, “Let the children come unto me.” Then
ey need not fear death, I hope that Betje will seek the Lord too,
ce He has again shown that He has no pleasure in her death. Often

mrough God's goodness, the day when we should humble ourselves was
o the day when these letters were received.
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Mere and [ pray daily that He will bring you in order that our family
way be planted here and that we may serve the Lord together. I am
xill in the household of Rev. Van Raalte but am going to my own
bouse this week. The pastor and his wife are my dear friends; we
kave very much in common. The Lord grant that I may find grace in
the cycs of the people. All three of us (the minister, his wife, and I}
ae writing to the Netherlands. It is nine o'clock in the evening. The
dar little ones are in bed. The two smallest—Christina, a dear little
gid of about two and Dirk, a lad of four, call me “Aunt”; they are all
food of me. I will have the youngest for fourteen days as soon as he
- weaned. Benjamin is seven; then comes Mina, nine; and Albertus,
who is eleven years old. Are, you should see how neatly those boys
an chop wood. They all have little axes, even little Dirk. They
be good playmates for Arie, Aaltje, and Maaike. We have
#ready been with this good family for three months. We . ... One
ta get a nice American clock here for four dollars; Van de Luijster
leught one home from Chicago for us. Before I forget—if you come
spring, bring a ~—— for Mrs, Van Raalte; one of —; they are
| -mobtainable here, Dear parents, the more I think about it the more
mwongly I want to say, “All come, and P. should also come over.” 1
Jave consulted father Van de Luijster and asked his opinion. He said,
"Write that your father and brother should come; they can be very
- belpful here. Next year, many more will be coming from the Nether-
hods.” Rev. and Mrs. Van Raalte advise the same. During the winter
wonths our English teacher comes to instruct both the children and
the adults, especially in English. The minister and his wife pray con-
ontly for a God-fearing teacher. And you, father, you could be so
Medpful to the minister. He has so much to do that I often feel sorry for
¥ [ would also advise that P. first marry, for there certainly is bread
;i him iF he is careful. We could be of great help to you since we are
ow somewhat acquainted here. We would also see to it that a house
be ready for you which you could occupy immediately. How-
o, we would not be able to buy land for you because we do not
bww just where you will want to live; you can attend to that when
ammive. I would suggest that you arrange your affairs so that you
wandered in America for seven months before he arrived in the -3 - om leave together, in April or May. I would also advise that the three
Holland. The trip should only have occupied 2s many days. It is so imposk . S Bde ones come along so that they will be in this land when the Lord
to be informed beforehand concerning the route, and one must be = . o ;
on the alert and praying to Him whose promises are also for needy swsgel: ek them, for in the Netherlands, even for one who is industrious

the Lord binds the condition of your souls upon my heart and I canot
leave you when I am at the throne of Grace. We are all living for
endless eternity and our life is as a cloud which is seen for buta
time and then disappears.®

I have heard nothing of the R.’s and I often ask Netherlanders, wh
are coming here consistently, if they have met them on board ship!
You have written, dear father, that I was never to forget the m
God showed us on our journey. No, dear father, God did show them,
and now it seems but a wild dream whenever I think how we crosel
such a wide ocean. I did not think of J. v. B. when I was in Albmy
but I did after I was already here; if I had thought of him in Albanyl
would have asked Rev. Wijkhoff about him. Yes, we could hme
crossed overland in a much shorter time but we did not know that
until too late.2¢ I am very happy that mother is reconciled to our de-
parture; I was often concerned that she might grieve too much; thix
caused me to pray for her often. I am glad to know that father 22
mother are hoth well. Also, that Weiltje and my dear Maaike c
tinue to be well. It is good that you keep the relatives informed
cerning us; I am sure you gather that we want you to doso, Greet them
all heartily for me. Last night I dreamed that grandmother had pasel
away; may the Lord look down upon her in mercy if she is still in
land of the living. I earnestly hope that those of our family who wes
s0 i1l have been restored to health, There is a man here from Eeill, is
Thielerwaard, a nephew of Aunt W., and he mentioned that he
had received a letter stating that Aunt van Enspik had died. So Unde
Jan of Hedel is no more! This troubles me, especially because
appears to be no indication that he is in a better land, unless he Jearnad
to lead a better life before his death. Have you been to Gelderlmd,
father? Oh, my dear family! I continuelly feel so happy and thankéd
that the Lord, through His wonderful providence, has brought me

22The Lord gave the writer and ourselves much happiness, but she soos
to endure the hate and the persecution of the world and much unkind trescowst:: "
from some who claim they are children of God. T

28We received word, 2lso on the first of January, that these friends had e |
in good health at Chicago on November 22 and hoped to go to Helland,
igan, in the spring. Their sea jonrney to New York took twenty-six days. .

24] act year brother Plugger left Nievaart. He had a prosperous vops-‘
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fox the last fourteen days has been near the Kalamazoo River; I expect
Wm home tomorrow, He still desires, if it be the Lord’s will, to be a
minister. Our pastor has so much to do that it is impossible for him
do any tutoring. If Rev. B— should come here next year, there
might be an opportunity. May the Lord cause us to believe and trust
in Him. Most of the women and girls here go bareheaded; I wear a
hat, as do many others. The toothache, that thom in my flesh,
woubles me often, and so I think it best not to go uncovered.
The above was written fifteen days ago at Rev. Van Raalte’s house;
we have since moved to our own house, and that has hindered me from
posting this, We hope to send this to Allegan tomorrow with the mail
ich leaves here for that place each Thursday. The postman is a cer-
Bos from Ommen. Van de Luijster formerly stayed at his house
tere. There are many people here from Ommen. We are now living
by ourselves and one of my hushand’s sisters is here with us. There
three sisters still at home, but father is not planning to farm, but
, desires to spend the remaining years in rest. She is about
dghteen years old and very helpful and is good company, especially
my husband is gone. Often I say to my husband, “I certainly
all our relatives could see how pleasantly we 2ll live together; I
m sure they would be pleased.” When you write again we hope that
™ will have determined the time of your departure. Do not go by
wy of Antwerp or in the company of others; go by yourselves. You
have more peace and freedom. Provide yourselves with those
dings which are so good and so necessary aboard a ship: prunes,
, lemons, sugar, vinegar, wine, tea, coffee, dried apples and
eggs, etc., in addition to staples such as flour, rice, batley, ete.,
So far as household furnishings are concerned, you need bring
&y such small items as can be readily packed, such as dinner dishes,
Pl] boxes, salt cellars, ete. . . ., but no clock, chiffonieres, tables,
mngling machines, chests, and similar items. Whatever you need in
line, such as a stove (no. 4), chairs, and table can be purchased
uffalo. There is no extra charge for transporting them here. It
Bpood to bring along new bed tickings because feather beds are ex-.
j pesive here. Merinos are unobtainable here and Orleans stuff is very
 Apensive. Shoes cost no more here than in the Netherlands, but yard
£ geds are not to be seen. Cottons are about the same price as you find
e, Do not forget cologne. Bring the large Bibles along and at least

and thrifty, it is hard to get along; here there is an abundance of wuk
and good wages. Besides, there is liberty. Father Van de Luijster is
so pleased to be here! He was here to see Rev. Van Raalte earlier i

option on 3840 acres of land for the people expected to come in the
spring. Father shows his love for me by his deeds. The families of
Rev. Van der Meulen and Stekete are contented and well. The former
teacher, Mr. Van Baarland, a man eighty-four years old, has landed:-3
with his wife, who is a dear Christian, and they are enroute here; they -
continue to come here in spite of the evil reports circulating about o
colony. There are now few, if any, sick here at present. Qur city has’;3
120 houses in addition to those in Zeeland, Viiesland, and Drenthe.
The doctor who came with us is still here; I visit with his wife frer
quently and correspond with her sister, who remained in New Yok

The widow Wildeboer is here with her five children and is getting’.3
along well. There is positively no poverty here. We often ask things
of the people. This week we hope to take up a collection in order w
buy a stove for a widow. Stoves are commonly used here, with wood -
for fuel. They are much different from those in the Netherlands; we'. 3
can use four cooking vessels at once. We will see to it thata good one
is obtained for you. A man arrived last week from the Netherlands
and he said that the ocean voyage occupied only twenty-one days; be
is sixty-eight years old. Thus the Lord, wha holds everything in Hi -1
hand, shows His care and goodness. We have not heard of 2 single
immigrant ship being lost. At first we thought we wonld send o
letters to Cornelis in Buffalo, but Van de Luijster thought thee
would be a better chance of your receiving them if we mailed
directly. So we are sending them to you separately, We understand
from settlers who had stopped at Buffalo that Cornelis is well, that
all is going satisfactorily, and that he leads the Hollanders in
Sunday services. We are daily expecting a letter from him. The teacher
who comes here for the three or four winter months receives $30 mcuf'
ly. This sum was promised Cornelis, but he didn’t care too much aboes
the way of life here, being more accustomed to a different way. Itis
good if one adjusts himself to a task; we still must learn this—as st
our brother. S

Van de Luijster will answer your questions concerning the hmd
here for he is enclosing a letter. He is of much value to the colony ssd
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two Dutch Bibles for each, for the only ones obtainable l}e’re are 84
English. Also bring two Dutch-English dictionazies. Wnn.ng mak
rials can be obtained in Buffalo. It would be advisable to bring l
garden seeds; I hope to plant mine in the spring, for when t_he lanl
had been cleared this year, it was already too late. (A Iist of itemsef
wearing apparel and household furnishings follqws.)
Now, my dear ones, I must close; it is midmght. I pray that the}
Lord will be your guide and He will unite us in joy and thankfulnﬁ{;v
at His appointed time. Remember us in your prayers. May- I'-Ie kq
and guide you, The Van Raalte and Van de Luijster _falmlles greet
you. Greet every family, friend, and neighbor. Having embxac;ﬁ
you all in my thoughts, I remain, - :
Your dear daughter and sister,
C. M. v. d. Luijster, nee van Malsen
Do not make the boxes too large and close them well. Last wedk
the minister received the news that the Br. family is larger. Mr. Veeohiy
is in Albany.
My husbyand’s uncle has been here for the last thf:ee months and kg
doing well. QOld Visser and his son live in our nelghborhood: N
Van Raalte was over yesterday afternoon, More hearty greenn#

More than enough cause to say with the Psalmist: “Praise the Lord, O
my soul, and forget none of Flis kindnesses.”

wo weeks ago we visited my parents, who live a good two hours’
ey from here, and found them in good health; they also enjoy a
‘and quiet assurance so that they can rejoice in God, In them
see the truth expressed in: “Joy and light is to the upright of heart,

“lam one of the three members of the colony who are charged with
kandling the common funds for the welfare of the colony. I receive
daily but do not work every day. In addition I am to Pprepare
bouses for newcomers. I plan to do this until this coming spring, or
peibly, a bit later. Then Rev. Van Raalte, with an alert young
Eaglishman, plans to erect 2 factory for the production of potash and
»p. A large store will be attached which, so the Lord wills, I shall
ge at $16 per month.
You can see that, according to a human point of view, my eaclier
ies are not doing me much good, although I do preach now and
and, I hear, with approbation. You will perhaps wonder how I
clle myself to this. The Lord be praised! He has given me a sub-
ive heart, even a quiet, contented, and thankfnl heart so that I
ot hesitate to attempt whatever may come. For example, some-
Yaes ] preach twice on Sundays and come to be considered and greeted
aminister; yet on the next day I am an ordinary laborer with tom
dubing. That cannot be avoided. Sometimes I serve in the capacity
serchant and, then again, as a judge, but all those changes are made,
far as I am aware, in the same frame of mind, or rather, outward
our, for the heart is full of evil. Enough of that! Now I hope
biefly answer your questions regarding the colony. I first wish to
mtion that we have received your letters of September 25 and No-
L wber 12, You can well imagine how happy we were to read your
f boers. We praised and thanked God for the favorable news they
ined. You pay fifty-four cents to send a letter to us and we must
in addition, seventy-seven American cents. The population here

Horranp, Orrawa Counry, Mrean
15 December 1847
Deanvy Berovep Parents, Erc.:

My prayer is that He who governs all will cause the.se letters t]c:{ .
you enjoying health, peace, and blessings; that they will be as cold ¥
ter to 2 tired man. That is my prayer to Him who has brought us

His guiding hand. Amen! :
unf:ust thg; youghave received Cornelia’s letter of September 221
which she mentioned that the Lord has led us in such a manner 8
we were married on the twelfth of September. We ]iv.ed with
Van Raalte’s household for a while and were treated with a pawe

kindness tight up to the last moment of our stay. We are now P mmbers fifteen or sixteen hundred. Because many left Holland so
by ourselves. There are three in our household, for my sister El %M sbou: scven hundred who wanted fo come to this colony were
is living with us, although I do not know for how long. We are i . ' ed to remain in Buffalo. Six hundred are at Milwaukee, includ-
in the greatest peace and, thanks to God, we have sufficient supp g rarious Zeelanders who notified us of their arrival about two weeks
for this winter, whereas some others are not so fortunate. We ! band expressed an interest in our colony. It is said that there are
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