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November 11, 1847 

The indenture between Courtlandt Palmer and Mary Ann Palmer, his 
wife, of the City of State of New York and Albertus C. Van Raalte 
of Ottawa County, State of Michigan, stating that for the sum of 
$3,840.47, Van Raalte purchased $1,656.50 acres. 

Calvin College Archives: Van Raalte Collection, Box 11, folder 
170. 
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150 Albertus C. Van Raalte and His Dutch 
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Settlements in the United States 151 

have a bond issue by Mr. and Mrs. Palmer to the amount 
of $4,000, the date being November 11, 1847. 

These figures are staggering for a man without mon-
ey, as Van Raalte was at the end of the year 1847. He 
had his mind set on acquiring all the land possible for 
the creation of a _Christian community, and for a long 
time he succeeded in his difficult task. We have also a 
bill of sale by George Young of Allegan, dated March 
26, 1847, showing that he had sold to Van Raalte 18 
cows and 2 yoke of oxen with yokes for $251.00, with 
an additional $51.57 for driving. He stated that Judge 
Kellogg had advanced three hundred dollars, and he 
"donated the balance." In the post script he said that 
Judge Kelloog had advanced four dollars for past ex-
penses in driving to Allegan. 

A similar bill of sale was presented by the druggist 
in Kalamazoo named D. A. McNair. The statement 
showed that on October 4, 1847, Van Raalte bought 
merchandise valued at $27.24. Twenty days later the 
Rev. Hoyt paid $20.00 on this account, while Van Raal-
te paid the balance as late as November 18, 1848. His 
credit must have been very good, and we may add that 
his courage was equally good. When finally in 1870 he 
looked back upon his adventures of 1847 he wrote an 
interesting letter to the land commissioner in Washing-
ton, D. C. He said: "Having been disturbed in the 
peaceful possession of the extreme North point of the 
Northwest fractional quarter of Section 29 Township 
five Range fifteen West in the State of Michigan, which 
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