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January 22, 1847 [Detroit, Michigan?]

Minutes of the committee in Detroit, which was organized to support Albertus C. Van
Raalte and his people in making a settlement in Michigan. The meeting was held in the
Presbyterian Church. Seven people were appointed to the committee: Theodore Romeyn,
Shubael Conant, Rev. George Duffield, E. C. Seaman, A. S. Porter, E. P. Hastings, and J.
W. Brooks. Other people in the state were designated to assist Van Raalte as needed such
as Rev. O. P. Hoyt, the Hon. N. A. Balch, of the Senate, in Kalamazoo; George Young in
Grand Rapids; Rev. Wm. M. Ferry and Henry Pennoyer in Grand Haven; and J. R.
Kellogg and E. B. Bassett of Allegan and others.

“Rev. Van Raalte, in a most touching and impressive manner, expressed his gratitude for
the sympathy and aid proffered to his countrymen, and his gratification at having advanced
thus far in the preparatory steps for the settlement in a land where labor would meet with
its reward, and civil and religious freedom be secure.”

S. Conant was chair of the meeting and N. A. Balch, secretary.

In typescript.

The Van Schelven papers, Holland Historical Trust Collection, the Joint Archives of
Holland, T88-0167.
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It being understood that there was a probabillity of a large
emigration from Holland in the course of this year and thereafter,
and the agent of the first emigrants being in this eity, after hav=
ing explored the western part of this State with a view to the getw
tlement in it, a meetlng was convened at the Session~room of the Pres-
byterian church, on the evening of Friday, the 224 inat.{Jan. 22,1847)
at which were present g number of citizens of Detroit, and of other
poréions of the State. 3
_ Rev, Mr, Hoyt, of Kalamgzoo, Rev. Mr, Taylor, of Grand Rapids,
and T, Romeyn, of Detroit, (Baving been appointed a committee, by a

previous meeting held at the office of Judge Gonant, in - Betroit,) sub-
mitted certain resolutions through Mr, Romeyn, who gave to the meeting

a statement of the origin of the present movement in Holland, and of
its probaye importancs.

The interference of the government with the exercise of ree
ligion and execlusive control of educabtion, accompanied by inhibitions
to teach or worship, except according to certain arbitrary ordinances,
conjoined with the intolerable taxation and other civil oppression -~
had led to such a gtate of feeling émong a nation like the Dutch, al-
ways attached to their religion, and distinguished for their opposition
to arbitrary power, that now large masses of the people were ready and

anxious %o leave. This emigration proceeding from such motives and

embracing men of various and diversified pursuits, would bring a most

valuable class among us, 1f they selected our State as their regsting

place,
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Miohigan had been nmuch misrepregented ahroad, and the agent
of these colonists had come here preposseased agalnst us, and in-~
clined to go elsewhere. But he had met with gympathy,countenance and
ald, and was disposed to coﬁmence his colonization here. By so doing,
he wag entitled to our co~operation: and a liftle sacrifice by in-
dividuala, a 1little advice and attention to the emigrants, might be
of ‘inestimable advantage. Several hundreds of them were already in
the United States, and meny more would soon arrive,

After these and other remarks, KHr, Romeyn submitted,'as the
report of the committee, the following resolutions:

Resolved, That this meeting have heard with much interest of
& large prospective emigration Ffrom Holland to this country, proceed-
ing‘from a love of civil and religious liberty, anéd stimulated by the
oppressive interference of that government with education and the ex-
ercise of religlon, it commends itself to our gdmiration and sympathy..
We pledge ourselves to co~operate, as far as we can, with tHoée who
elsewhere may ald and sustain this nmovement: and, if these emigrants
meke thelr abiding place in Michigan we will extend to'them the haﬁd
0f fellowship and friendship. We admire the past history and char-
acter of the people of the Netherlends. For thelr faith and inde~
pendence they struggled for more than thirty years against the pow-
ers of Spaln and Germeny. They stood side by side with our English
anceators in afduous conflicets for freedon and civil and religious
matters. They gave an asylum %o the persecuted Puritans. They aided
in the settlement of our most important State. In their industry,

their enterprise, their frugality, their integrity, their love of
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country, their devotedness to their Paith and to freedom in their

eivil ingtiftutions, we reoognize'thosa qualities which entitle their
descendants to our respect and welcome.

Resoived,Tﬂhtﬁazcommittee of sevén be appointed, who may as~
soolate with them.such others aa they deem expedient, and whose duty
it shall be to aid, in every practicable way, the emigrants who may
reach our limits, and to correspond with such other asgociations or
comqittees a3 may he found elsewhere, and in other ways, to invite,
enpéurage and direot the settlement of these emkgrants wlthin our
" State.

Regolved, That we recommend the appointment of committees
and-associations for a similar purpose, at such other points as may
be deemed desirable by the Rev, A, C. Van Raalte, the agent and plon-
eer of this movement, and whom we cheerfully recommend as a gentleman
of energy, talent, plety and disinterested zeals

The resclutions were unanimously adopted,

The following persons were gppointed the committee at Detroit:
Theodore Romeyn, Shubael Bonant, Rev. George Duffield, D. D., E. C.
Seaman, Hon. A. S. Porter; E. P. Hastings, and J. W. Brooks,

Mr. Ven Raalte having suggested the expediency of committees
at the places here in after designated, and gentlemen being present
from those parts of the country, the following were appointed.

For Marshgll -~ Hon. J. D. Plerce, and Hon. H. W. Taylor, of
the House of Representatives, and Samuel Hall,

For Kalamazoo ~ Rev. O. P. Hoyt, William Denison, and Hon. N.

A. Balch, of the Sensate.
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For Grand Rapids - George Young, John Ball, and Rev. A. B.
Taylor. |

For Grand Haven - Rev, Wm. . Ferry, Henry Pennoyer, and
Thomas W. White,

For Allegan - Hon. J. R, Kellog, E. B. .Bassett, Dzrs C. South-
worth, and F. J. Littlejohn.

For.Saugatuck - S. D, Nichols, Wme, Qarley, and Wm. G, Britton.

It was further TBSOIVBQ; that the proceedings of this meeting
be published in the papers of this city, and that the country papers
generally be requested %o publish them. | |

Rev, Van Raalte, in a most touching and impressive manner, ex-
pressed his gratitude for the sympathy and ald proffered to his country-
men, and his gratification at having advenced thus far in the prepara-
tory steps for the settlement in a land where lsbor would meet with ifs
reward, and civil and religious freedom be secure.

After an interesting and appropriatg reply from Hon. John Ball,
the meeting adjourned,

S. CONANT, €h'n,
N. A. Balch, See'y.
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