Hope College
Hope College Digital Commons

Van Raalte Papers: 1840-1849 Van Raalte Papers

11-19-1848

Diary Entry by Hoyt G. Post

Hoyt G. Post

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1840s

The original documents are held in the Holland Museum. This digitized material is intended for
personal research/study only. The original documents may not be reproduced for commercial
use in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, without permission in writing from
the Holland Museum.

Recommended Citation

Post, Hoyt G., "Diary Entry by Hoyt G. Post" (1848). Van Raalte Papers: 1840-1849. 204.
https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1840s/204

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Van Raalte Papers at Hope College Digital Commons. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Van Raalte Papers: 1840-1849 by an authorized administrator of Hope College
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@hope.edu.


https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/
https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1840s
https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp
https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1840s?utm_source=digitalcommons.hope.edu%2Fvrp_1840s%2F204&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://hollandmuseum.org/
https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1840s/204?utm_source=digitalcommons.hope.edu%2Fvrp_1840s%2F204&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@hope.edu

19 November 1848 Holland, Ottawa County, Michigan

A diary entry of Hoyt G. Post, in Part I, dated 1850, Post wrote an account of his life in the
Holland Colony. He had arrived in the Colony in May 1848 to build a stgj’ore. He enjoyed the
hunting and fishing in the area. Hoyt’s diary, in general, is very negative about the Dutch settlers.

Typescript in the Post Family papers, the Holland Museum, Holland, Michigan.
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Hollend, Ottawa County, Mich, Yov. 19 t48, -~ I have often resoclved and re-

resolved that I would keep a Journal for my own amusenment exclusively, and two or
three different times I have commenced, Yub for as many reasons I have discontinued.
But now I resolvé to put my former resolutions infto effect, and from this date to
write, at 81l events if my life is spared, ti11l this book if filled. I intended
before my arrival here that as soon as I was established I would keep a memorandum

of all that I saw or heard that I thought worthy of being put on paper; and doubtless

I shsll wriﬁe meny things thgt to another person mey appear trivial asnd perhaps un-
worthy of a moment's reflection, much less to be inscribed in e book; but as this is
written only for my own amusement, and i% is not intended for the benefit or pleasure
of even a second person, that, of course, will not deter.ie from writing whatever

my fancy mey dictate. I expected that ﬁy residence here would be en era in my hitherto
monotanous life; and really, why is it not an event in one's existence when he bids
good bye to his own people and the Pleasures and enjoyments of social intercourse with.
friends most dear, and tokes up his abode among people comparatively uncivilized, with
tastes and digpositions diametricelly obposite one's own, in fact, a people foreign-

;in:every regpect, for so in faet are the Holland Dutch., They are a people distinet

from 511 others of my ascquaintance with regard to their interests and hebits, I was
disappointed in them, being told repeatedly that they were a Christian people that
-were scruplously honest honorable and conscientious in their recognition and discharge
of duty even to the minutest particuler, and so 1t appeared to cone on first ae-
quaintemce, but it does not require a vast deal of sagaclty or knowledge of human nature
goon to detect deceit, hypocrisy, and unblushing falsehood in their professions %o ;
far grester extent than one is accustomed to see among Americans, There zre a few
honest, upright men among them, men who do not pretend to do anything more than éhe&
practice, and are careful %o et their conduct show that they intend to be virtuous
and sincere, 3But persons éf that class are rarely to be found even among a population
of from three to four thousand. I came here intending to like this people, and as

it was to 2ll appearances to be my home for some time %o come, I resolved to overlook




o

the famlts snd failings to as great sn extent as possible, 1n a word to be charitable
end Forglwing, but a short residence showed me that my sllowance of patience was

not sufficlent to ensble me to overlook the almost endless list of entirely unlooked
for failings; thus, I did not expect to see men of good standing in church as well as
in the socisl eircle stoop to the meanest and most contemptlible knavery, but such
scened I am compelled to witness almost daily, but my impression will make a sufficient
impression on my memory as to obviate the necessity of writing the operations I have
witnessed, I came here in May 1848 and while the store was being bduilt hed but 1little
business on my ihands, but spent my leisure time in acquiring knowledge of the people
among whom my lot was for a time to be cast, They were I found extremsly courteous

to strangers, at least were so to me, seemed anxious to get acquainted and made them-
gelves as agresable as possible, in some respects tidy and neat, and in others, and
thoge to me the most importent disgustingly filthy, taking care as & general thing

to make clesn the outside of the platter but minding little for the inside, Black
Liske had been the scene of msny sn hour spent agreeably by me whether skulking
gteathily along the bank to get a crack at the wary duck or gliding over its rippled
bosom in the light Indian canoe, I will 2lso romember the pleasant hours spent in
angling, also the satisfaction I felt while towing ashore some sturdy codfish or bass,
I am a passionate lover of rurel scenes and rural sports, and I think no fellow feels
more satisfaction in strolling through the woods than my beloved self, But every
sweet has its and I have found by experience that when ceught in the woods at night
that there is little of the sgreeable and romantic in lying on a pile of brush,
shivering in the'night air with helf a sufficient covering, in a word, the poetry of
the thing becomes decided vexation and I am always pleased with the idea of sittlng

© by a.stove after such an.adventure snd dismissing the idea of "a life in the woods!
for a time, One or two evenings since I witnessed the most brilliant display of the

Aurore Borealis that I ever saw, The whole heavens were lighted up with the most

magnificent splendor, while on one part a livid light made the sky éﬁpear as frequently

before sunrise. In snother part streams of white light were darting in every direction.




=B

1t was o grand display es I ever witnessed.

Monday, Nove. 20, Went to the mouth of Kalamazoo with two Dubchmen to try to get
some goods around by the lake and also to make arrangements to got Ven der Har's
lumber-around., T started about daybresk with my fellow travelers, but being better
qualified to tramp I soon distanced them and- they were soon shouting to me to Ywaith,
The surface of the ground was frozen Just enough to make 1t treacherous and uncertein
where there was mud, and the traveling was uncomforteble, the weather mild and still
as death were the forests through which we passed., One after.... we left the log
huts of the Dutchman in the rear and finally the last ons and plunged into the hemlock
woods, I noticed any quantity of wintergreen berries and stopped occasionally to
luxuriate upon e handfull of thieg delicate little fruit. By twelve o'clock exactly
we were at Nichols' stretching our weary "understanding" in the warmth of a stove.

In due time came dinner accémpanied by sherp appetites and the pork, vegetables, et
cetera were disposed/;id disappeared as if by magic. If there is anything in the !
_world for me which restores trenquility, socothes the passions and mskes me at peace

with 211 men it is after a forenocon's hard work to sit down to a right hearty dinner.

I invariably forget all trouble and vexation in the enjoyment of the innocent

Pleasure,

Dinner over, I began to cast sbout for the most proper time and method of shipping
the goods, and found the W@azelle" in as good order as might be expected, condldering
the trials through she had been subjecte& in coming down the river.

1 soon found that the only possible way I could get the goods around was to put
them sboard the CGozelle and take the responsibility of being esptaln and £11 hands and
try to navigabe slone, On the strengbth of this resolution I began to arrange, I
soon had a sail booming up to the wind and my boat bailed out and everything shipsﬁé@e
and was about to cagt off when the wind went down and a dead calm came on mch to my
snnoyance, But this did not continue iong. The wind soon bégan té blow, but to my
infinite vexstion directly from the Nbrth.West, the very point to wideh I wished to

sail., My cake was =1l dovugh, it was impossible to dispute that and to try to make the
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mouth of Black Lake with a northwester in my teeth was alike impossible. I hauled
my boat out, secured it, bundled my overcoat on my back and trudged on home, much out
of humor with old Boreas for interfering summarily with my plaens and spoiling my
calculations,

Sunday, November 26. My twenty-first birthday., This day frees me from all
pecuniary obligation to my parents. Henceforth I must meke my own calculation and do
my own figuring in the world, The idea of landing out in theé world on my own responsi-~
bility is pleasing on one side and taking another view it is.rather solemn, Hitherto
I have haa a father to lean upon in time of need, parents who were bound and were
willing to o1l the extent in their power to assist me in this 1ife; but todey their
obligations cease, "Take care of yogrself", I seem to hear {them say. '"You sre now
21, and mast lbok out for yourself hereafter", And I can take care of myself if my
health is spared, Also I this dsy resolve that in gll my business trensactions of what-
ever name or kind to be strictly honest end upright. No man shall have occasion
to say to me, “Yoﬁ have obtained money wrongfully¥; also to preserve my nbrai
character as the dearest gem on earth, to keep clear entirely of the hsbits of pro~
fanity, licentiousness, and Babbath breaking, Regarding these vlices as the rocke on
which most young men bresk, these in particular I intend to-shun as though one fallure
would ensure my destruction. With Divine assistance, I intend to practice habits of
industry, economy, and justice in all things: to devote my spare time to the improve-
ment of my mind and gathering useful information, in innocent pleasure and recreetion
I shall spen¢ s portion of the time God has given me, believing, as I do, that He
placed me in this beautiful world with the perfections and variety to enjoy these
blessings in a proper ménner; and I am also aware that az great deal of caution and
Judgment igs necessary to decide how.much is a propsr time for smusement, And as evéry-
one mugt décide this for himself I shall watch myself closely and be careful that.l
do not extend this limit and be found squandering my time, 1. intend also, never

under any circumstsnces, while in the enjoyment of health to be withput employment and

never to be in eany employment that is in reality degrading OF that will sink me in the
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