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FOREWORD

1'his sturly was c:rrricd out under a cooperative agreement between
thc \Vvoming Natural l{esource Boanl and the Division of l}usiness
rrntl Economic l{csearch. 'l'hc Resource Boarcl's interest in this type
o[ rcsearch stcms from its responsibility for the economic development
of thc state.

The stucly itself was rna<le with several objectives in mintl. Being
:r rlcscriptive work, it shoukl be useful to people interested in investing
in the county to help them nnderstancl the local situation. However,
it is not inten<lerl as an inrltrstrial development brochure and the infor-
mation it contains is given in an entirely non-biased manner.

A seconcl objcctive is to hclp local people unrlerstand the economy
in which they opcrate. It is casy for people to go off on tangerlts and
waste money on development schemes which have no basis for success.
Usually these things happen because of lack of information. This study
shor-rlcl be of help in giving local businessmen necessary inforrnation
for planning future moves.

A third objective is to acltl to our very scanty knowledge of the
various forces which make a local econonly run. It scems of consiclerable
importance to know that when a traveler spends a dollar in the area an
additional 70 to 76 cents is createcl; or that a clollar of new payroll is
worth over a dollar to businessmen through the power oI its "turnover"
ancl that it actually creates extra payrolls and other personal income.
It is also important to know that a dollar of nerv money doesn't turn
over six or eight times, as many people secm to bclieve.

It is hoperl that this stucly will help the inhabitants of Carbon
County take aclvantage of comins tlcvclopments anrl promote losical
economic growth in the county.

This study cloes not attempt to answcr all qucstions. It is hoped
that it will provide an analytical framework for I urther unalysis of
specific situations ancl will thus contribute to overall development of
the area.

Division of Business and Economic Research

FLOYD K. HARMSTON
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TABTE OF CONTENTS

(:I1,,\I'1 1..l{

I. ST]NIJ\IAIt.Y AND (]ONCLUSIONS

Prcsent. tconomy
Future Economy

ll GEN]IRAL INF'ORNIATION

CI inra te
History

I I I. N;\-l'tlRAL l{lLSOUI{CES

Larrd
Ownershilr
U t ilizati<llr

Water
I orests
CoaI ,

Petroleunr
Associate<l ;\l inerals
N,Iiscellaneous X,Iinerals

Ben torr ite
(ialci te
Cobalt
F eldspa r
Carnet
Glass Sanrl
G ypsu rr r

Kya n ite
Natural SIag
Salinc Deposits ...,
Lirrre;tonc
Sa ndstone
Verrrriculite
Other llinerals . .

POPULATION, LABOR FORCF., AND HOUSTNG

Trends
Cha ract eristics . ,

Age and Sex . . .

Education
The Labor Force ........
Income
Horrsing

I'AGL

I

I
I

4

4
7

An unclertaking as complex as rhis stucly requires the help of a
great many peoplc.

\{re are especially gratcful to tl-rc busincss ancl inclustrial establish-
mcnls in (lrlbon ()ouniy for lurnishirrg dctailcd inlormation o[ a con-
fidential nature.

Useful information has been furnished bv the City of Rawlins,
Count-y of Carbon, U. S. Ilureau of the Ccns,i, State-Fecleral Agricul-
tural Statistician, state Department of Revenue, state Ad valorcd Tax
I).epartment, Public Service Commission of Wvoming, M/vorning Em-
ploymen t seturi t y- commissio,, state IJa.k iixaminer, slate Liquor- com-
mission, and the U. S. Treasury Departmer-rt.

Survc-y work on this county was clone by J. {f. Routson of the com-
merce college faculty.

constructive criticisr, of the clraft was made by Victor riauer, In-
<lustrial Development Engineer, Pacific Pon'er and'Light Company.

Floyd K. Flarmsr.on

ACKNOWI.EDGEMENTS
l,l

l4
l4
I5
t7
l8
24
27

.JL
.. J1

32
.40
.40

40
40

.40
.40

40
40

.41

.41
4t
4t

.4r

IV 12

42
44
44
47
47
5r
54

iv



CHAPTER PAGE

V. THE ECONOMY OI- CARBON COUNTY
An Overview ................
Producing Segment

The Petroleum Industry .. . . . .

Other Nlinerals .... .......
Nlanufacturi.g
Agriculture
Transportation
Construction

The Comrnercial Sector
Retail Trade
Wholesale Trade
Serwices
Finance
Utilities
Communication ............
Rentals

The Government Sector
Local Government
State and Federal

VI. AN ANALYSIS OF THE CARBON COUNTY ECONOMY 86

Basic Income of Carbon County Economy
Leakage
Induced Income
Summary

VII. FUTURE GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT

Oil Production and Refining
Other Nlinerals ....... ....
Manufacturing
Agriculture
Transportation
Construction
Travelers and Truckers ................
Oil Well Drilling
Other Mineral Exploration
Expenditures of State and Federal Government
Shoppers

APPENDIX A

APPENDIX B

XI. The Labor Force, Carbon County, Wyoming, 1950
and 1960 .

Population Trends, Rawlins and Carbon County,
Wyoming, 1870-1960

Natural Resources, Carbon County, Wyoming, 1962 ....

Primary Uses of Land, Carbon County, Wyoming, 1959

Acres of Commercial Forest, Carbon County,
Wyoming, 1962

Commercial Sawtimber by Species and Ownership,
Carbon County, Wyoming, 1960 . .. ...

Associated Nlinerals, Carbon County, Wyorning

Population, Carbon County, State of Wyoming, and
the United States, census years 1930-1960 . .... .. ... ..

Percentage of Persons in Selected Age Groups,
Carbon County, State of Wyoming, and the
United Srates, 1960 ..... .....

Percentages of Population in Selected Age Groups,
Rawlins and Carbon County, Wyoming, 1950
and [9ti0 censuses

Eclucational Level of Persons Over Twenty-Five
Years Old, Carbon County, State of Wyoming,
the Mountain States, and the United States, 1960 . .

Income of Families and Individuals, Carbon County,
Wyoming, 1959 ... .

Nledian Incomes of the Nlale Workers in Selected
Occupation Groups, Carbon County and State of
Wyoming, 1959 ...........

Housing Data, Rawlins and Carbon County, Wyo
ming, 1960

Value of Owner Occupied Homes, Rawlins and
Carbon County, Wyoming, 1960 ......

Gross Rent Paid by Renters, Rawlins and Carbon
County, Wyoming, 1960 ... ..

Nlarkets for Mineral Products, Carbon County, Wyo-
rrring, 19,114 and 1959

V

56
56
56
5t)
57
58
61
65
68
69
70
75
76

8l
82
82
82
82
84

86
87
88
96

100
100
l0l
102
102

TARI-E

IIST OF TABTES

PAGE

I.

II.
III.
IV.

VI.

VII.

XII.

XIII.

XIV.

xv.

XVI.

XVlI.

il
t4

l6

VIII.

IX.

x.

.. 2r

qq

.. oo

.43

.45

.. 45

.. 48

49

.. 52

.52

.0J

.55

.9C

.58
SELECTED REFERENCES

vl

105

vu



f.ABLE

XVIII.

xIx.

xx.

xxL

XXII.

XXIII.

XXIV.

xxv.

XXVI.

XXVII.

XXVIII.

xxIx.

xxx.

xxxl.

xxxll.

XXXIII.

xxxrv.

xxxv.

PAGIl

Sales of .Nlanufactured Goods, Carbon Cor,rnty Wyomine,
1954 and 1959 ... . . . .. .. 60

Income oI I'arms and Ranches, Carbon County, Wyo-
ming, 1954 and 1959 .. . 6l

Agricultural Incorne and Expenses, Carbon County,
Wyoming, 1954 and 1959 .. . 64

Sales of Agricultural Products, Carbon County, Wyo-
ming, 1954 and 1959 65

Sales of Transportation Services, Carbon County,
Wyonring, 1954 and 1959 . .... ... 67

Sales of Retail Stores by Line, Carbon County, Wyo-
ming, I954

Number of Retail Stores, Employment, and Gross
Sales, Carbon County, Wyoming, 1954 . . .. ..

Sales by lVholesale Firms, Carbon County, Wyonring,
1954 antl 1959

Number of Service l'inns, Employment, and Cross
Sales, Carbon County, Wyoming, l9b4 .

D,rect Sources of Taxes and Other Revenues, Local
Governrnent, Carbon C-iounty, Wyoming, 1954
ancl I 959

Direct Sources of State ancl Federal Governrnent
Revenue, Carbon County, Wyoming, 1954 and 1959 .

Sources oI Basic Income, Carbon County, Wyoming,
1954 and 1959

Direct ar.rcl Indirect Activity Per Dollar of Export,
Carbon County, Wyoming, 1954 . . . .

Direct ancl Indirect Activity Per Dollar of Export,
Carbon County, Wyorning, 1959 .. .. ..

Sources of Basic Incorne and Induced Income Result-
ing From its Intoduction into the Economy, Carbon
County, Wyoming, 1954 ...

Sources of Basic Incorne and Induced Income Result-
ing Frorn its Introduction into the Economy, Carbon
County, Wyoming, i959

Expectecl Basic Income and Business Resulting, Carbon
County, Wyoming, 1964 and 1969 ..

Inter-Industry Table, Carbon County, Wyorning,
1959 ... .... ..

IJ

76

11

85

87

t'Atil.r,l

xxxvr.

xxxvil.
\ xxvt il.

xxxtx.

xL.

XLI.

XI,II.

XLIII.

XLIV.

XLV.

XLVI.

XLVII.

XLVIII.

XLIX.

L.

LI.

LII.

LIII.

LIV.

l,A(; l,l

I n prrt'( )rr l prrt ( lot'l l icit'rrt.s, ( llr t'lrorr (iorrttty, Wyorrring,
ll)51)

Nlrrtr',x (l-r\) 'I'rrblc, (.hrbon County, Wy<xring, 1959 .

.Avcr:rgc -I'crrrp.erutrrre and Precil;itation, Rawlins,
:rrrrl Dixt.rn, \Vyortring

,,\nnual Run-off of the North Platte River Above
Serninoe Reservoir near Sinclair, Wyoming, 1948-
I 960

Original Reserves of Coal, Car'bon County, Wyoming,
as estimate(l in 1950

Production of Coal, Carbon County, Wyoming,
r9r2-r96r

Protluction of Crude Oil and Gas, Carbon County,
Wyoming, 1918-1961 and 1920-1961

Gallons of Gasoline Solcl, Carbon County and State
of Wyoming, 1946-1961

Automobile ancl Truck lLegistration, Carbon County
and State of Wyoming, 1939-1961

Vehicle Registration, Carbon County, Wyorning,
r939-r96r

--lwo Percent Sales and Use Tax Collected Nlonthly,
Carbon County, Wyorning, 1940-1961

lllonthly Retail Sales, Carbon County, Wyoming,
r956- r 96 r

Retail Sales, Carbon County, State of Wyoming, and
the United States, 1948-1961

Retail Sales By Type of Vendor, Carbon County,
Wyoming, 1954 and 1958 . ... ..

Traveler Expenditur.es, Carbon County, Wyoming,
1954 and 1959

Bank Assets and Liabilities, Carbon County, Wyoming,
l95r-1961

Sales of U. S. Savings Bonds, Carbon County and State
of Wyoming, 1946-1961

Number of Telephones In Use (Mountain States
System), Carbon County and State of Wyorning,
r946-r96r

Selected Services, Carbon County, Wyorning, 1954
and 1958

108

109

l'1

ll0

ll0

lll

tt2

113

ll4

lr4

ll5

ll6

t17

117

ll8

n8

ll9

120

84

90

89

92a

92b

t2099

vlll

I04a

lx

r2r



LIST OF FIGURES

FIGURE PAGE

l. Physical Features of Carbon County. Wyoming ..... xii
2. Normal Monthly Temperatures, Rawlins and Dixon, Wyoming.... 5

3. Norm.al Nlonthly Precipitation, Rawlins and Dixon, Wyoming..... 6

4. Average Number of Days of Dense Fog Per Year, Carbon
County, Wyoming . 6

5. Average Hours of Sunshine Per Winter Day, Carbon County,
Wyoming ... 7

6. Land Ownership, Carbon County, Wyoming, 1958 .. 15

7. Water Resources, Carbon County, Wyoming, 1960 . .. . 18

8. Average Nlonthly Runoff of North Platte River Near Sinclair,
Wyoming, For Ten Year Period 1948-1957 . .. ..19

9. Annual Runoff of North Platte River Near Sinclair, Wyoming,
1940-1958 Water Years . ... .......20

10. Timbered Areas, Carbon County, Wyoming 1962 . ... .......... .22

11. Harvest of Sawtimber from Commercial Forest, Carbon
County, Wyoming, 1946-1961 .. . . ..... 23

12. Coal-bearing Areas, Carbon County, Wyoming, 1950 . .... 24

13. Coal Reserves, Carbon County, Wyoming, 1950 ........ . . .. 25

14. Coal Production, Carbon County, Wyoming, 1912-1961 . 26

15. Petroleum Production, Carbon County, Wyoming, 1920-1961 .. . 28

16. Oil and Gas Fields, Carbon County, Wyoming, 1959 . .. 29

17. Associated Nlinerals, Carbon County, Wyoming, 1958 . . .. ........38

18. Miscellaneous Nlinerals, Carbon County, Wyoming, 1958 .. ..... ...39

19. Trend in Numbers of Men and Women in Various Age
Groups, Carbon County, Wyoming, 1930-1960 . . . ..46

20. Covered Employment, Carbon County, Wyoming, I950-1960 .. 50

21. Hired Employment in Manufacturing, Carbon County,
Wyoming, 1954-1960 .......59

22. Trends in Livestock Numbers, Carbon County and State of
Wyoming, 1946-1960 .. 62

23. Ranches Having Telephones, Electricity, Trucks, and Tractors,
Carbon County, Wyoming, 1944, 1949, 1954, and 1959 ...... .......63

t,t(;trl{t,t PAGII

21,. l{:rilrorr<l I'.tttployttrcrtt rrrr<l l)ayroll, (l:rlbon County, Wyorning,
Il)l-r2 ll)(il .. .... 66

25. Avcrirgc Ycurly llrnployrncnt ancl -I'otal Payroll for the Con-
struction Inrltrstry, Carbon County, Wyoming, 1950-1960 .. . .. 69

:(;. Average Nlonthly Ernployment in Construction, Carbon
County, Wyoming, 195l-1960 70

27. f'rencls in Two Percent Sales and Use Tax Collected Monthly,
Carbon County, Wyoming, 1946-1960 . . . .71

2U. f-rends in Retail Sales, Carbon County, State of Wyoming,
and the United States, 1948-1960 .. ...72

29. Comparison of Retail Sales in Current ancl Constant Dollars,
Carbon County, Wyonring, 1948-1960

30. Bank Deposits, Carbon County and State of Wyoming,
r 935- r 960

31. Bank Assets and Liabilities, Carbon County, lVyoming, As of
December 31, I95l-1960

32. Sales of U. S. Savings Bonds, Carbon County and State of
Wyoming, I946 1960

33. Number of Telephones in Use, Carbon County and State of
Wyoming, 1946-1960

34. Distribution of Traveler Expenditures, Carbon County,
Wyoming. 1954 and I959

lc

78

79

83

.80

95

x x1



Figure I

PHYSICAL FEATURES

OF

CARBON COUNTY

WYOMING

Summary and Conclusions

'I-lris is :t stu(ly of Carbon County, Wyoming, a countv large in
;rrea antl fairly srnall in popul:rtion. It is a typical western mountairr
:rtttl rlesert county, but with a sonrewhat higher elevation than most,
;rvcraging over 6,500 feet.

'I'hc inhabited portion of thc countv is aricl. Hav is grown on irri-
satecl lancl lor livcstock operations. Thc mountains ailirrtl summer
l)asture ancl the cleserts provicle wintcr range, particularly Ior sl-rcep.

. The county history is interestirrg. It inclucles thc trstral conflicts
between Inrlians ancl settlers, batl nien anci larv-abiding mcn, rniners
.rrrd non-miners, tie hacks antl townspeople, and out of ii.all has growrr
a prosperous e(:oltomy. The Union Pacific Ririlroarl r,r,;rs a clominlting
influence Jitr many years, but its inl'ltrcnce is rapiclly rlecreasins, and ii
beine replaced -by the impact oI Inrersrare Highway U. S. 80. Once
copper mining hacl an important impar;t, but was soon lost. In recent
years uranium rninins ancl explor:rtion exert-erl an inllucncc on the
economy.

Perhaps the one item of greatcst significance in econ<lmic history
of the county was the esraltlishnrent o[ the oii refinery at Sinclair. Ttre
protluction anrl refining o[ cnrcle oil ltrochrces aborrt onc-third of the
basic income of the county.

In addition to vast areas oI grazing land, the resorrrccs o[ C]arbon
County consist of r,v:rter (associated r,vith the North Platte and Little
Snake clrainagcs), oil ancl gas, coal, iron ore, unknown amotrnts of
uranium ore, an<[ associatecl ores of golcl, copper, learl, arrl zinc.

The po1;ulation o[ the county in 1960 was 14,937. This population
seems to be quitc mobil, 'll,hich is act:ounteil for by a largc proportion
of sinsle men in all aee brackets.

Present Economy

Thc county's econorny o[ today rests or] thc basic indtrstrics of oil
protluction anrl relinins, mining, mannfacturine (forest ltroducts), agri-
culture (cattle anrl sheep), antl transportation (Union Pacil.ic Railroad
ancl east-west highw:ry U.S. B0). The basic incomc proclucecl by these
industries is supplernentecl by the introcluction of new money through
out-of-county purchases by peoplc in the eeneral trixle arca, money
spent. by state ancl federal govcrnmcnt, money spent by travelers and
truckers, moncy spcnt in the scarch lor oil ancl other minera]s, and
miscellancous other payments m:ule to resiclents of the county.

An analysis of the economy for 1954. a year of low economic actir,-
itv, ancl 1959, a ycar of hish economic ar:tivity, reveals that the basic
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structurc o[ the ecotx)rly works alrProxinr:rtcly tlrc rltrrrc lcg:utllcss ol.
outside influence. Each clollar ol basic inc<lrne circrrlirtcs throtrglr thc
economy an(l produces about 90 cents worth oI entirely ncrv busirrcss.

The core o[ this analysis is to be found in Tables XXX antl XXXI
of Chapter VI. These tables tcll just how much income will result,
clirectly and indirectly as the result o[ the introcluction o[ a dollar of
basic income. Uses of these tables for analysis of cument income are
tliscussed in Chapter VI ancl for <letermining the impact of nelv <levelop-
ments in Chapter VII.

Future Economy

In general, the e<r>nomic rlevelol>ment o[ the county is expected to
grow from the present situation. Oil ancl gas production should remain
high and the refining o[ oil shoulcl increase gradually. While there are
outside possibilities for the re-development of the coal inclustry they are
not expectetl immediately. Uranium production may or may not de-
velop into a major inrltrstry. Nluch <lepends upon the success of present
exploration.

In spite o[ a number o[ temporary sctbacks in recent years, the
forest products industry has a bright future and complete utilization of
this natural resource is a clistinct possibility.

The cattle industry siroukl continue strons, although there will be
fairly violent fluctuations in price as has becn the case in the past. The
sheep industry is currcntly undergoing a ntrmber o[ stresses which may
l'esult in its beine less important to the countv in the future.

The Union Pacific Railroacl has been cutrins down on local em-
ployment since 1954 because of the dieselization program antl should
reach a stable level soon. The influence oi "piggyback" operations is
expectecl to keep maior truckins operations lrom contributing rnuch to
the area since less truck terminals will be requirerl.

Other sources of basic income also will see some quite significant
changes. Stzrte and lederal govcrnment will continue 

-to rnake fairly
Iarge payments to local governmenr and to asricukure. They will also
continue to contribute significant amounts to the arca in other rvays
so long as the interstate highway system is trnder construction.

The rnoney spent by truckers will probably tlecrease as "piggyback"
opcrations become more common. However, other travelers on Inter-
state Highway 80 will increase their expenditures several fold.

The search for oil ancl minerals is a temporary situation that can be
expected to taper off eventually.

So long as the uranium industry is stlong in the Jeffery City area
of Fremont County, Carbon County will continue to draw larse amounts
of income by sclling to out-of-county shoppers.

Development of the iron ore cleposits is not in the Picture at present,
but may be at a later time.

-2-

Itrt tt'ttst'tl stlilr-rrrirrirrg ol co:rl irr tlrc l lrrrrnirh alc:r is waiting for
:r rrr:u kt'l lo <lr,vt'lo1r.

. ()tlrcr tylrcs ,[ t:rrrrrrrnic- tlcvcloPmcnt coukl comc to the county,
l)ut \ry()lrl(l rlt,1>crrrl rr;rorr lot.:rl initiative.
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Figure 3
NORMAT MONTHI.Y PRECIPITATION
RAWTINS AND DIXON, WYOMING

Rawlins

Dixon

Jan. Feb. Mar" Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.

Source: U. S Weather Bureau, 1959 monthly summary, Wyoming 20 years record, Average
Rawlins, 9.90 inches; Dixon 12.95 inches.

Growing season is fairly short here because of the altitude. Sara-
toga, located in a mountain valley, has a srowing season of 94 days; Raw-
lins 95 days; and Dixon 89 days.

In general this area has a great deal of sunshine. There are very
few foggy days in the year (Figure 4) and the number of hours of sun-
shine during a winter day compares favorablv to much of the south-
west. (See Figure 5.)

Figure 4
AVERAGE NUMBER OF DAYS OF DENSE FOG PER YEAR

CARBON COUNTY, WYOfiUNG

Flgure 5
AVERAGE HOURS OF SUNSHINE PER WINTER DAY

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
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Snowfall is heavy only in the Medicine llow and Sierra Nladre Moun-
r;rirrs which occupy the southeast corner of the county. Over the rest
,rl the county, the fall is light and what does fall usually evaporates
,Jrrite fast.

In general, the climate of this area can be said to be characterized
lry cool, stormy springs; cool summers; warm, open falls; and fairly cold
rvirrters. Wind plays an important role. There is usually a breeze of some
kirrd which is most welcome in summer. Extremely high winds are in-
lrr'<1uent, none of which stem from tornado or hurricane activity. About
tlrc only complaint stems from the combination of wind and snow which
(;ruses ground blizzards cluring the winter.

Low humidity ancl absence o[ temperature extremes make for a

licrrerally good climate from a human living stanclpoint.

lo
5

I I istory

"On the 2lst March," rvrote \&'illiam Ashley in the year 1825, "the
:rl)l)earance of the country justified another attempt to resume my for-
rncr course W. N. W. The principal or highest part of the mountain
lr;rving changed its direction to east ancl west, I ascendecl it in such
uranner as to leave its most elevated ranEes to the south and travelled
rrorthwest over a very rough and broken country generally covered with
r)ow . . The next day (24th) we travelled west across the plain, which

tt'rrninated at the principal branch of the north fork of the River Platte
on which we encampcd for the night."t

-6--

I Da1e, Ilarison C., The Ashley-Smith
the Pacific 1822-1829, The Arthur H.

Explorations anal the Discovery of a Centr&l Boute to
Clark Company, Glendale, Califomia, pp. 130-131.

-7 -

Source: U. S. Weather Bureau
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'I-hus in that year the first access to rvhat is now Carbon County,
Wyoming was established. Ashley's men stopped to trap beaver in the
streams of this area and soon many others of that fraternity'lvere making
headquarters here, where they established a lucrative trade with the In-
dians.

As frontiersman Jini tsaker put it, "When I came here the Indians
were as thick as bees 

"and as btziin'l."2 All things that fit excellently to
the purpose were regarded by the Indian as "good medicine." Bows
madE frbm the woods found in this area were regarded as "Good Med-
icine" Bows.8 }Ience, the derivation of a name.

The Indian was very jealous of his hunting privileges here where
bison, wapiti (elk), deer, mountain sheep and pronghorn (antelope) were
found abundantly. It wasn't long after white men came that they began
to be very actively resented.

"The next decade was a bloocly one. \{rhen Henry Fraeb, with his
small band hewed an outpost in the shadows of Battle Peak, the
red men some five hundred strong, hiding their women in the brush of
the mountain that today bears the name Sguarv, rushed a surprise attack
one day in August, 1841."4

Fraeb was killed early in the fight and young Jim Baker (then 22
years old) took command of the thirty trappers and they held off the
redskins until nightfall, which allowed them to escape on foot. A town,
a lake, a stream, and a mountain took the name of Battle from this in-
cident.

John Fremont followetl much of Ashley's trail in 1843. In 1849
Captain Evans and his band of Cherokees brought the first wagon train
through this area and the "Cherokee Trail" was a €ioing concern.

In 1862 the "Overland Route" was chartecl by ISen Holladay fol-
lowing the "Cherokee Trail." Holladay's stage coach line ran from Den-
ver to Salt Lake City and included forty-six stations. Sorne of the loca-
tions in Carbon County were at Cooper (lreek, Medicine Borv, Elk Moun-
tain, and North Platte.

That same year a bill passetl by congress subsidized the laying of
the Union and Central Pacific Railroad Lines. Creighton's telegraph
lines were also strung along; the route at about this time. The [ndians
began to sense the coming destruction of their hunting ground so their
depredations increased in fury. Wagon trains were captured and burned,
stage stations attacked ancl the wires of the telegraph line cut.

Track gangs laying rails into Carbon County in July, 1868 were
continually in danger from Inclian raids and hacl to be armed at all times.

The coming of the railroad marked the cnd of the domination of
the red-man and thc white trapper. While Indian raids continued for

e Pence, Mary Lou and Homsher, Lola M., The Ghost Towns of wyoming, Hastings House,
New York, 1956, p. 113.

ii Rawlins Republican Butletin, Union Pacific Old Timers Edition, May 2, 1939, p. 51
a Pence and Homsher, Loc. cit., p. 114.

s()rlr.ycirrs, tltt'y lrrrrl lrt'grrn lo rlirrrirrislr irr Iruy:rntl gr':rrlrrirlly thcy
r <'rrscrl :rltogt,t lrt.r'.

'l'lrc ncw cta sirw tlrc t:st;rl'llislrrncnt oI (larbon County's major indus-
ttics..Okl trir;rpcrs likc Jirrr Ilakcr took up lancl and dettled"down to
r';rrr<lring. Henls ol cattle anrl shcep were biought in by others.

'l-he railroacl itself createcl at least two industries, the production
,rl lailroad ties and the mining of coal.

During the periocl from 1867 to 1870, three million cross ties and
r5 thousand cords of fuel wood were cut from the Meclicine Bow Moun-
t;r irrs.5

With the clevelopment of coal mining the demand for fuel wood
,t'rrsecl and a demand for mine props developed. From 1870 to 1880 the
lr:rrvest amounted to 1,200,000 ties and 400,010 mine props.6

Railroad tie.producing operations were carried out largelv by "one
rrrrn manufacturing plants" in the guise of Srvedish ,,tie halki.,, "fhese
rncrl cut down the trees, trimmed them and hacked out the finishecl ties
rvith a broad ax.

As an illustration of their conlpetence, a contract entered into in
l{)16 specified hancl hewn ties,92 percent of which had to gracle first
r lass.7

First class ties were.8 feet long, with tolerance to 8, 1,,. Top and
l)ottom faces hacl to be hewn to smooth parallel surfaces and the encls
( rt or sawn square. The ties had to have i uniform side width of sevent, eight inches, with a,niform face width of eight to tlyz inches. The
( ompany received 66 cents each for first class and 56 cents for seconcl
r lass ties. The wood had to be from goocl, sound, loclge pole pine timber.s

_ 
I)urins the early period ries rvere pilecl along side the large

;rrrtl lloated down to tlrc PIatrc River ihcncc on ro Forr Stecie
Irish waters of spring.

The use of hand-hewn ties continuecl until the early 1940's when
s:rwyers finally began producine superior ties. protluction of lurnber
lirr the local market began with the earliest setrlers and has remaine<l
l:rrgely a local proposition with small saw mills.

. . According to G_eneral Dodge, one- of the_-major reasons for serecting
this route for the Union Pacilic was rhe availabiiity o[ coal.e

The first coal mines were established uncler an agreement with the
r^ilroad_by-the_wyoming coal ancl xlinine compan/in 1g69. This es-
t:rblished what has come to be one oI Wl,oming'r tirori interestins ,.Ghost
['owns."

r strea.ms
with the

8

i tr'rom lrnpublished Historical Records of Medicine Bow National Forest.,' Loc. cit.i Records of Wyoming Timber Company, University Archives.I Loc. cit.I'Dodge, Grenville M., IIow We Built the Union pacific, The Monarch printing Company,Council Bluffs, Iowa, 1870, p. 22.

I



The town o[ carbon bcgan with thc tllivirrg o[ it sll:rlt lot'tttinc
number one antl was built rapitlly, corrsistitrg ol :t trl:ti-tt lrttsittt'ss rlisttirt;
;;J;;;;g;*eiution ot minir's ihacks, many ot which w.crc l:rrgely rltrg

into the b"anks of gullys with stone or slab fronts antl tlirt rools.

The town ha<I its usual trials and tribulations. Indians attacked re-

peor.aiy orra f.rr...t pcople into the mines for protcction.. Cowboys antl

;hecpherders came to town for periodic sDrces in the myriacl o[ saloons'

;;6ii;; nuttr, ,na houses of prostitutiorr. They had horse races, pigeon

ihoott, ina tig community dairces for recreation also'

A few mine explosions occurrecl with some loss of life. once the

-i.r..r,-*iu", exploilecl ancl clrove away- the.girls.of easy virtue. Dutch
(.lharlie Burris w'as hangecl ro a rclegraph pol5 an<l let hang all night for

"*U"rili"g 
a cleputy sheriff. Occa"sionaliy miners went on slike ancl

there was''violerice among etlrnic groups. Calamity Jane. ran freight
;;;;"r rior.r t e.e into tle 5interTancli. The whole'business district
buinecl one night was rebr.rilt on thc opposite side of the tracks.

The Wyoming Coal antl Mining Cogpalr o.perated for five years'

then was .,ip.r..ii".l by thc Union"Pacilic Coal' Company (organized
in 1874 to dp..ut. all mines on railroarl lantls)' -.Vil:tt were largely
imported Finhs ancl Errglishmen. The Finns gratlually driltetl into ranch-

ing and the timber husiness. -l'hc Enslish stiyctl with mining'

lly 1902, rhe mines of carbon were clepletecl ancl the rail line was re-

moved making it a Ghost town.
Aside frdm its contribution o{ coal, the oltl town can be said to

have been important as the source of many o[ the prominent settlers o[

Carbon CountY.

Mines were openecl tl miles to the north in 
-l 

899 and operatecl until
fg5a, *1re" a chinge over to clicsel ,engines eliminated the neecl for
coal. The two towns of H:rnna and Elmo which €Jrew uP arounrl them

havc not vanished as rapitlly as tlitl carbon. only one mine, an opcn-pit
()peration, remains to keep thcm alive.

At the same time that carbon was being establishecl, Ra'rvlins came

i,to bcins. MacSine shops anrl a rountl horrsi we'e built at a point which

ir;:i;;;;lir*ect t{o*tinl Spri.gs by General Dodge in honor of Gener al

i"f," n. Rawlins.r,, An initial'population of 2.000 was houscd in tents

li]'rfrr.tr. nr tt,e railroarl *or.il on thc population dim-inis-hetl. The
.."r", of I870 found only 612 people in Rawlins and 1,368 in the county.-- -ih" hisrory of Ralt,iins is'important since it became the count-y scat

"".I p;i;.itle ihopping center fbr.the county' Trends in population
are shown in the accompanyrng table'

one of the first acts of the people of Rawlins was the establish-

*"rriof a rrublic school, rvhich was |aicl for by popular subscription,

,"t tn. organization of a school clistr-ict one year later'

Table !

POPUTAIION TRENDS
RAWTINS AND CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING

I 870-1 960

Rawlins

|t/o
I lilto
I Ir(/0
t,/(x)
t,/ I ()

l,)'.)o
t,/:10
t,/,10
| 'l'r0
l,)(to

612
I ,451
2,235
2,317
4,256
3,969
4,868
5,531
7,415
8,968

Ca:bon County

1,368
3,438
6,857
9,589

11,282
9,525

'l I,39]
12,644
15,742
14,937

U. S. Census Publications.

l lrc next was thc laying of a watcr line to the Platte River at Fort
',r,,lc in 1900.

'l lrt' Union Pacilic aclclecl to its facilities from time to time: a 35 stall
,,,r,rrrt'lrouse in 1900; a passenger station in I901, an "eating house" in
l'rt)li, ;r 22 pen stock yards in 1907; a 500 ton coaling station in I9l7;
, ;,,ru,t'r'ltouse, a storagc house ancl an employecs club in 1918; and a
Ir, iglrt house in 1920.11

llrrwlins was incorporated in 1886 ancl a chartcr was granted by the
\ \ \, )rr) ing territorial legislatr.rre.

It became the county seat o[ Carbon County in ]886, and the loca-
rr(,n ()l the state penitcntiary in 1901.

()ther developmcnts of economic importance to lLawlins inclucle the
l,rrilrlirrg of the state highway system in tl-re I920's, establishment of the
r,lirrcly at Sinclair (Parco), ancl the coming of the interstate highrvay
rrtt'rn in the 1960's.

'l'he collnty of Carbon with its present boundaries was estetblished
l,\ \:u'ions acts of the territorial legislatures between 1869 and 1888.

In 1890 \{ryoming became a state and Carbon County hacl 9,589 in-
lr.rlritrnts, 2,317 of whom livecl in ]lawlins.

'l'he 1890's brought another major development to Carbon County,
,rrrt'<)f those bright lights that flare so brightly then die out. This time it
\\'ir:i (opper that created the "boom."

ln the spring of 1898 a sheepherder, turned prospector, named Ed
Il;rgqiuty, with the backing of a businessman, George Ferris, sunk a
rlrilty foot shaft which struck a rich vein of copper ore. By October of
rlrirt ycar wagonloacls of ore were being hauled to the railroad.

- ll -- l0-
1o Dodge, oP. cit^, P' 26'



In 1899 l-tl Hagg:rrty soltl otrt antl u yc:u'lltcr lris l)urtncr tlictl. 'l lrtr
nrine thcn passecl into the hanrls o[ sonre l)r()lnotcrs who sokl 20 to 30
million dollars worth of stock on the basis o{ a half rnillion clollar irrvcst-
ment. Eventually this situation leacl to the <lownfall of tl-re arca.

In the meantime, however, other mines were opene(l; a 500 ton per
tlay smelter was built; and a l6 mile tramway was put up to transport
ore from the opposite sicle of the mountain to the smelter.

In 1904 Encampment was a thriving town. It was estimated that
there were 5000 miners and prospectors in the region. A number ol
smaller towns were establisherl nearer the mines.

In 1908 the Saratoga and l,ncampment Valley Railroacl was fin-
ished, ancl the bubble began to burst. \,\rith indir:tment of the F'erris-
Haggarty officers, high production costs, zrnrl gcneral-mismanagement,
the mincs began clnsing;. The clistrict hacl procluced slightly over two
million dollars worth of ore. Torlay L,ncampment is a to\Arn o[ 300 sus-
tained by ranching, timbcr ol)crations, ancl vacation tra(le. 'I'he othcr
towns are bare traces on the mountain siclc.

The Saratoga ancl Encampment Vallcv Railroacl is o1>erated as a
spur line by the Union Pacilic ancl its pai, Ioads are largely railroad
ties, some lumber, and cattle.

The town of Saratoga grcw up lrom a urevious community called
Warm Springs. It has always becn a resort type conrmunity-first a
health resort for sufferers lrom arthritis, ncrw both a health resort and
a vacation spot.

A number of centers have rlevelopecl in the <:ounty to help service
the livestock inriustry. 'I'hree of thesr: arc locatecl in the valley of the
Little Snake River in the southwestern part of the county. Ilaggs, Dixon,
and Savery were name(l lor early settlers in the area.

At the north encl of the Mcclicine Bo'r'v Range are the small [owns
of Meclicine Bow, Elk Mountain, ancl N{cl'aclden. N'Iedicine Row was
first a stage station, then a pumping station for lvater for the Union
Pacific engines. It has settlerl into a snrall service ccnter for ranchers and
highway travelers. Its main claim to fame is as the settins for tl-re first
of the wilcl west novels, "The Virginian" by Owen Wistcr.

Elk Mountain also began as a stagc station and is a ranchins center.
NlcFadclen is an oil fiekl town, namerl for a presiclent oI the Ohio Oil
Company.

Oil was also rcsponsible lor the establishment of the third largest
city in the county, Sinclair. In 1922, tlrc Protlucers and Refiners Corpor-
ation constructecl a refinery at a spot six miles east of Rawlins called
Grenville (for Grenville Doclge). The presitlcnt of the comp:rny, Frank
E. Kistler, then lai<l out a company town which hc nametl Parco. .\ sec-
oncl inclustry was tllcn aclclecl, a cerarnic brick plant. The town was in-
corporated in 1923. In the 1930's Prodttcers antl Rcfiners sold out to the
Sinclair Oil Ciompany antl shortly thereafter the name of the town u'as
clrangetl to Sinclair.

_ 12._

,'\s ol l'!xi(l (jrulxrrr (irrlrrl'lr:rs I l, l)il7 irrlr:rlrit:rrrrs. I{;rrvlirrs is rlrc
Ir,rrrt'ol l"l,1)(itl ol llrt,rrr. S:rr':rlog:r l,ljijl; Sirrt.l;rir.(i2 l: llrc l.lrrro-ll:rrrnir
.rrt':t lt:ts 7l(i. lt'ss llr:ttt ortt'lr:rll ol tlrt'ir' l1)irO lrolrrrllrtiorr; Ntcrlicirre llow
lr.rs lll)2, l'.rrr':rrrrPrrrt'rrt ililil, lrrrrl llrt'r't.st ol tlrc tix,r,ns h:rvc lcss tharr 200
,,rr lt.

'llrt: Urri,rr l);r.ili<: is still arr irnP.r'tart clement i, tlre ecoromy.
Nlost ol thc history o[ (]arbon ootrnty ]ras been tied to economic:

l.rr r.rs. 'l'lr<: Irrrlians rvere here because of gootl hunting, rvhite men camc
lr.t;tttsc ol the transportation situation arril st:ryccl to establish ranching
')l)( r;rri.rrs, or to sr.rpply-therailroad with ties anrl coal. The big copper

li:i],:1,:1j.". 
rnany people who rlisirppearcrl jusr as fasr on<:e ttr"re bbbm

'1.'r:rrrsl)ortation received increascd emphasis in thc 1920's antl 1930's
rr rtlr. l.rrril<ling and.improvemenr of highway 30. servicing travelers on
rlris lriuhway is an important part o[ the present clay cconomy.

l,rrrc of the Platte River Valley_as a vacation piace is also imPortant.\ rrrrrrrbcr of cluclc ranches as l'"'ell as other types of vacati.n business
lr,rrr. rlcvcloped there in recent years.

l3



lirrlcr';rl (lorrt'r'rrrrrt'rrl lrolrlings rrt;u,' lrt' t l;rssili<'rl :ts lollows

CHAPTER III

Natural Resources

So far as is known at this tirne the natural resources of Carbon
County consist of five million acres of land, eighty-four percent of which
is used for grazing livestock; from 600 to 800 thousand acre feet of sur-
face water plus unknown amounts of grountl water; 2.3 billion boarcl feet
of saw timber; nearly five billion tons of coal; enough reserves to pro-
duce three ancl a half million barrels of oil and one million cubic feet
of natural gas annually; at least two million tons of iron ore plus un-
known amounts of associated minerals of gold, copper, Ieacl, and zinc;
and about thirty other minerals irbout 'u,hich little is known at this
time. (See'Iable II.) These resources will be discussed in gre:rter cletail
in this chapter.

Land

Ownership

There are 5,114,240 acres of area in Carbon County, 16,640 acres of
which is water surface. Of the dry land area of 5,097,600 acres, the
Federal Government owns 2,682,986 acres or 52.6 percent of the total.
Private individuals and corporations own 39.1 percent, or 1,994,105
acres, and state and local government owns the rest (420,509 acres or
8.3 percent).

Table ll

NATURAT RESOURCES

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
1962

Resources Amounl Unit

I I t ilization
'I'he terrain of Carbon County is quite rough as may be seen by

r.lt'rcnce to Figure l. Except for the mountainous sections in the south-
('.rst('rn portion, it is also qulte arid. The land in the county is used pri-
rrr;rlily for the grazing oI livestock (84 percent). Other uses include

llrrrcau of Land AAanagemenl
Section 3lands
Section l5 lands

tl. S. forest Service
l\rrreau of Reclamation
I r,;lr and Wildlife Service
l)clense Department
r ivil Aeronautics Administration

Total

I ,90.l ,l 95 acres
78,601 acres

Figure 6
IAND OWNERSHIP

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
1958

1,979,796 acres

630,894 acres
67,609 acres

4,1 96 acres
1 acre

490 acres
2,682,986 acres

State and

Locat
Govern-

rnent
8.3%

Land
Water
Saw timber
Coal
oil
Gas
lron ore
Other

5,097,600
600-800,000
2,342,130,000
4,843,280,000
reserves for 3,500,000*
reserves for I,000,000*
2,000,000
unknown amounts

acres
acre feet
board feet
tons
ba rrels
cubic feef
tons

Private
39.1%

Federal Government
52.6%

-14- -15-

*Annual production.
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about 3 per ccnt in croplanrl, a largc part of wlrich is in hay crops for
livestock feerl, antl about l2 per cent is in commercial forest. Thc non-
commercial forest land has been included with grazing statistics.

The grazing land is owned largely by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment and by private owners. T'he state-owned lands that are uscd for
grazing are leased to incliviclual owners, as are the section I5 lands otvned
by the Bureau of Land Management. The latter are largely isolated
tracts which can be most easily hanclled thar way. The section 3 grazing
land (referring to section 3 of the Taylor Grazing Act) is operate(l on a
fee basis.

Commercial forest land occurs largely in areas owned by tlie U. S.
Forest Service. About 80 per cent of the private and state ownecl com-
mercial forest occurs within national forest bounclaries also.1 Forest
Iand controlled by the Bureau of Land Nlanagement occurs largely ad-
jacent to the national forest. There are two mountain ranges in the
southeast section of the colrnty, Meclicine Bow and Sierra Madre. How-
ever, both are in the Nleclicine Bow National Forest.

As will be notecl by comparing figures quored above with the com-
mercial forest figures in Table III, a considerable acreage of national
forest land is usecl primarily for grazing. Much o[ the commercial for-
est land has grazing as a secondary use. Thus the national forest is very
important to local stock men, particularly for summer grazing.

Mincr':rl l;rrrrls lrrc lirrgt'ly tlrost'o1rt'r'rrtcrl lor rrxrl, lrrrt irlso ilt<:lrr<lc
:r rttrrnbcr ol <lllrt'r ttrirrcs.

Crops grown in thc cor.lnty arc pre<lominently hay and grain. Im-
lrroved pastures are largely irrigated, although there are some pastlrres,
;rs well as hay and grain produced without irrisation.

\Vater2

Carbon County is largely clependent upon surface water supplies.
rVlost of the county is in the North Platte River Drainage (Figure 7).
Ilowever, the southrvest corner of the county is drained by ributaries
,r[ the Little Snake hence of the Colorado River.

Ground water supplies occur in three major strata. Older tertiary
\trata underlie most of the western eclge of the county. This is a part
,rf the formation which also underlies the Green River Basin, where it
Iras an ag€iregate thickness of as much as 5,500 feet. The strata, in as-
r cnding order, are the Wasatch, Green River, and Briclger formations
,r[ Eocene Age.

They consist of a complex series of interbeddecl clay, seltstone,
"l)aper shale," and fine to coarse-grainecl sandstone beds. These sedi-
rrrents contain water under both confined and unconfined conditions.

While water under artesian pressure has been encountered in some
oI the sanclstones, in many cases these formations are impermeable below
lhc water table and do not yielcl water readily to wells. ln general it may
lrc saicl that the older tertiary strata are of limited value as water sources.

Younger tertiary rocks, particularly the North Park formation, occur
on both sides of the North Platte River as shown in Figure 7. This for-
rrration contains a zot:,e of saturation which ranges in thickness from
;rbout 800 to 1,700 feet. Although the rnaterial is only moderately perme-
.rble, the consiclerable thickness of the saturated material affords an op-
;xrrtunity for developinE consiclerable quantities of ground water. At
llre present time only livestock and clomestic wells produce from the
North Park formation.

Stock and domestic water is also obtainecl frorn the alluvial lill ad-
i:rr:ent to the North Platte. This coukl also be a source of considerable
\\'it ter.

Surface runoff has clefinite seasonal patterns, with most of it occur-
r ing in April, May, June, and [uly (Figure 8). .fune, of course, is the
lrig month. Considerable storage exists at the north end of the county,
lrrrt this is beyond all of the towns. Proposed additional storase nearer to
Sinclair and Rawlins would be o[ more value to this county.

Not only is seasonal flow quite pronouncecl, year to year variations
rrrc also quite extreme (Figure 9). Neecl exists for storage to correct

Table lll
PRIMARY USES OF LAND

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
I 959

Uses

Residentiai town
Streets and roads

Suburban
Commercial forest
Cropland

lrrigated crops
Dryland crops

Fallow

Unused
Soil improvement
Pastured

lmproved pasture
Grazing
Minera ls

IOTAL

Privale

1,300

420
13,670

89,350
r 3,360
5,660

17,110
2,760

44,870
44,930

1,745,145
I 5,530

1,994,105

federal

587,700

2,095,286

2,682,986

State &
Local

r 0,000

7,580

402,929

420,509

Total

't73,t I 0 3.4

t 1 ,720

608,950

0.2

I ',t.9

84.1
0.4

100.0

4,288,290
I 5,530

5,097,600

Scurce: Estimat€s prepared from rnformation supplied by 1959 Census of Agriculture, State
Board of Equalization, State-I'ederal Agricultural Statistician, and Information Circular No,
3, this office.

1 Opinion of S. H. Van, Commercial Timber Manager for Medicine Bow National Forest.

-16 -

' Information on ground water from unpublished materials of Ground Water Division, U. S.
(;eological Survey.
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Figwe 7
WAIER RESOURCES

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMTNG
1960

E-;\- f -

Figure 8

AVERAGE MONTHTY RUNOFF OF NORTH PTATIE RIVER

NEAR SINCLAIR, WYOMING

For Ten Year Period 1948-1957

I lrousand

/rr:re Feel

rilo

,'/,()

.,lo

,( t0

I80

r 1,0

t,l0

io0

80

r0

II
I
I
I

I
I
I

IIItllI

GroundWalerAreas: - . . Streams

6 Alluvium 
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E Older teniary Rocks

Source: U. S. Geologlcal Survey, Uupublished Material

1,0

this deficiency also. Generally speaking about 600 to 800 thousand acre
feet of run-off can be expected each year.

Forests

Carbon County has a considerable timber area, particularly in the
southern half of the county. Much oI the area growing trees, however,
is not now growing commercial timber.

70

()

Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb.

:i()urce: State Englneer's Reports,

Mar. Apr. May June JulY Aug. SePt
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Figure 9

ANNUAT RUNOFF OF NORIH PLAITE RIVER

NEAR SINCIAIR, WYOMING

I94O-I958 Water Years

,\rtotrlittg to tltt'lrcsl ittlotrrurliorr crrltt'rrtly lrv:rilrrlrlc, tlrcrc rrrt'
li0ll,!)50 ltt tt's ol' lrttttl ott lvltir lt rorrrrrrcrci:rl tirrr[rt:r'strrrrrls :rr-c lirrrntl. 'l'lris
r',:rlrorrt 70 pt:r'tcrrl ol tlrt'lrlt'lr inrlir';rturl in liigtrrc I0 as tintbercrl.

'l'lrc n;rtiorrlrl Iorcst or,vns u0 l)cr (ellt of the commerciirl forest;rrea
,rrrrl 1)l J)cr (:eltt of thc rrrnrrr)crcial sawtimber. In Table IV a breakdown
r', givcn o[ :rcrcages bearing sawtimber ancl those bearing timber Lrseful
,rrrl1, l1;1 poles, posts, and house logs.

'1,400,000

r,300,000

r,200,000

I, i00,000

t,000,000

900,000

800,000

700,000

600,000

500,000

400,000

300,000

200,000

100,000

TABTE IV
ACRES OF COMMERCIAL FOREST
CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING

1962

IIIt

ownership and Species

r, ,liLST SERVICE

Doug Ias Fir

Sawtimber
Poles, etc.

Ponderosa Pine, Sawtimber
Lodgepole Pine ....................

Sawtimber
Poles, elc.

Englemann Spruce ..................

Sawtimber
Poles, etc.

Aspen, Poles, etc. . ... .. .. ........
IIIIREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT*
.INTE OF WYOMING ,,,,.,,,

Sawlimber ............

Poles, etc.
I'I,,IVAIE**

Sawtimber
Poles, etc.

TOTAL ,..,,.,,,,., ,, ,, ,

2,288
'I,458

129,221

t7 4,927

96,898
25,209

Acres

3,7 46

9l
304,148

122,107

57,608

487,700

r 00,000

7,s80

13,670

608,950

IIIt
n

il
n

56 57 58

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

II 4,270
3,3r0

n
II

I

I

I

I

I

6,430
7,24A

t.1)ilr'ce: Estimates prepared from records of various agencies,
'1,;rrgely pole timber with lodgepole pine predominating.

' ' Lodgepole Pine and Engelmann Spruce

I
I
I0

40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54

*-20 
-

Among the cornmercial sar,r,timber species Lodgepole Pine and Engel-
rr:illn Spruce predominate. Loclgepole Pine is the species most used for
;rolcs, posts, and house logs.

Best current estimates are that the commercial sawtimber stand in
( l;rlbon County amounts to 2.3 billion board feet. Lodgepole Pine makes
rrp 51.7 percent, Engelmann Spruce 47.9 percent, and Douglas Fir 0.3

l)('l(:ent and other species 0.1 percent. (See 'Iable V.)
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Species

Douglas Fir
Ponderosa Pine
Lodgepole Pine
Engelmann Spruce
Other

TOTAL

National
Foresi

5,7 40
230

r,053,390
r,076,830

Bureau
of Land

Managament

2,OOO

't06,000

6,000
't,000

7,740
230

1 ,2\ 1 ,170
1,122,000

't,000

AA rll ion
I i, r,tt"d

l ,'cl

.l()

Table V
COMMERCIAT SAWTIMBER BY SPECIES AND OWNERSHIP

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
I 960

(Thousands of Board Feet)

State
of

Wyoming Private Total

Figure I I
HARVEST OF SAWTIMBER FROM COMMERCIAT FORESTS

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
t946-t959

46 47 48 49 50 5'l 52 J3 54 55 56 57 58 59
Supervisor, Medicine Bow National tr'orest
Wyoming State Forester
U. S, Bureau of Land Management

20,670
r 5,630

3l,l l0
23,540

',()

lo

2;t36,r90 I t5.0oo 36,300 54,650 2,342,140

Figure l0
TIMBERED AREAS

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
1962
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Using a two percent annual cut as the basis for determining allow-
ablc annual harvest, it would appear that lorests of the county shoulcl be
able to support an industry taking 46.8 million board feet per year. As
may be seen by reference to ligure ll the annual cut in some Post-war
years has approachecl this figure. This is particularly true of recent
years.

Coal

The United States Geological Survey has estimated that there were
4,943,520,000 tons of coal in original reserves of Carbon County. (See
Table XL in appendix). Bituminous coal reserves amount to 100,240,000

Figure 12

COAI-BEARING AREAS
CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING

I 950
t--

SUB BITUMINOUS
zal

ffir
Coal beds more
thdn 30 inches
thick

m
Coal beds less
than 30 inches
rhick or of un-
known thickness

Coal bearing

torts rrrr<l strb-bitrrrrrirrorrs.1,t1,13,280,000 tons. In thc categ()r.y witlr lcss
than I(xx) Jcct ol ovcr lrrurlr:rr there were 3,150,050,000 tons'o['strb-bitum-
inous coal 30 inches ()l' rrrore in thickness ancl 2,42g,g80,000 with scams
l-r lect or more thick. In this same caregory rhere rvere 65,650,000 tons
,[ bituminous coal in beds l4 inches or io.e in thickness ancl 57,8r0,000
Ions in seams 28 inches or more thick.

D.".rlS_r!:^5O-years of active coal mining in the counry (lgl2-l96l)
rr total of. 31,138,760 tons has been mined, all of which cami from the
category uncier l00t) feet of overburclen. Il we assume that one-half of
the coal will be left in the mining process we can cletermine how much
leserve should be left. There weie orieinal reserves of 1,219,965,000
tons of available s.b-bituminous coal in ieams 5 feet or more in thick-

Figure I3
COAI RESERVES

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
I 950
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Figure l4
COAI. PRODUCTION

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
t9t2-1960

ttcss, Iritvittg l(XXl lr,t,t or lcss ol ovt:r'lrur<lcn. 'l'ltcrc wcrc also 28,905,000
totts ol :rvrrilirlrlc lritrrrrrirrorrs co;rl 2u inr:hcs or more in thickness in this
catcg()ry. -l-his rrrrrkt's rr tr>trrl ol 1,24tJ,U70,000 tons from which themined
coal should bc strbtr':rr'tct[. -I-hc linal rcserve figure woulcl still be 1,217,-
731,000 tons approxirnatcly.

During the year of ereatest production (1945) there were about
1.5 million tons of coal minecl. If 'rue assume that future mining might
be at this rate, there are readily available reserves of minable coal in
Carbon (iounty to last for 812 years. Thus, by takine only the most
easily available coal, reserves are sufficient to fulfill anv foreseeablc
neerl.

Petroleurn

The first protlucing oil r,vell rvas brought in at the llock River field
in 1918. Thc first million barrel year for the county was 1920. After
a slight increase, oil procluction then taperecl off until 1936, rvhen the
present growth pattern was begun. Carbon County entered the three
million barrel ranks in l94l ancl helcl there for four years, dropped quite
drastically in procluction in l9tl5, 1946, and 1947, then regained the
three million mark in 1948. In 1950, production droppecl below three
rnillion barrels asain but resaine(l that stat..is in 1954 anrl has hekl it
since. (See Fieure I5)

Natural pirs prorluction receiverl heavv emphasis in the .l920's with
procluction consistently above I2 million cubic {eet ancl has declinecl in
importance since ther-r.

As o{ I959 there wcrc 28 liekls in the county which were producing
or hatl producecl in the l)ast. Sonle of thesc have been abanclonecl. In
addition, there arc other lielcls r,vhere oil or gas inclications have been
founcl, but where no prorlucticln is rccorcled. (See Figure 16.)

Allen Lake lielcl is one o[ the early prorlucers which is now aban-
rloned. It was rliscovererl in 1918, but was shut in until 1933 when gas
was taken from it. Production fluctuated widely with a high point at
three <luartcrs of a million cubic feet in I936 antl a low point oI fifteen
hunclred in its last ycar o[ I944.

Allen Lake East started proclucing in i 944 with gas production
which reached 590 million cubic feet the next year and played out in
1948. This fielcl has bcen a consistent but srnall oil producer since I949.

The South Baggs field is a small gas producer cliscovered in 1954.

Bailey Dome also began as a sas producer which faded fast. It 'lr'as
discoverecl in 194.1, had a procluction of 635 rnillion cubic feet that year,
then droppecl rapidly to 12 thousand cubic feet in 1952. Oil production
began in I945 with 103 thousancl barrels and after considerable fluctua-
tion, settled at about 30 thousancl in recent years.

Bell Springs was a small gas fielcl discoverecl in 1921, capped until
1944, whence it producecl mostly under one hundred million cubic feet
annually until abandonecl in 1953.
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Figure l5

PETROTEUM PRODUCTION

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING

1920-1960
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Figure l6

OIt AND GAS FIETDS

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING

I 959
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llig 1n'Ictlit irrt: Il<tw wrts tlistovt:r't'tl :rs rrr oil lit'ltl irr l1)i:i5. Irr l1)il5
lrrotluction urcltt over ottc rnilliorr Ir:u rcls whir lr it. lrcltl Ior. l1)3(i tlrlrr
it <luickly tlc<:linetl to alrorrt thc two hunriretl tlrousan<l blrrcl lcvcl,
which it has hekl since. fhis fiekl has also Procluced narrrral gas :rr.
various times.

Btrnker Hill is anorhcr small gas ficlcl r,r,hich was cventually aban-
doncd. rt was discovere<l in 1937, riachecl its peak production oi nearly
a half billion cubic feet in I947 ancl rvas clown io 54 mitlion bv 1953 whcn
pro<luction was stoppecl

Coopcr (love was discoverecl as an oil field in 1944 anrl h:rs been 
^consistent small producer since that time.

f)iamoncl Dome is a srnall gas fickl which rvas rliscoverccr in 1g53.
Protl.ction is arorrnd two h..dred rnillion cr-rbic feet anntrailv.

Diamond Ranch fiekl r:ame in:rs an oil prorlrrcins fie](r in 1957 ancl
prorluces about one hr-rnrlrcd thorrsantl barreis each yiar.

Dutton (ircck was <lisc.vererl i. lg27 an(l ()l)eratecl as a sma[ pro-
clucer of both oil and gas_lor 25 years. Nothine his been Procluced tliere
since I952. H<lwevcr, it has not been aban<loiier[.

Elk Mountain is a snrall oil fiekl disco'ererl i, lg57 which has n.r
vet reache(l the 100 thotrs:rnrl barrel mark.

Ferris is another abanck,rcil gas fielcl. Ir was disr:overctl in lglt)
and-pro-tlucerl bctrveen onc hall :iird one billion r:ubic feet of gas an-
nually for cieht years. I)roducrion tlcclinerl rlrastir:allv after thit anrl
ceasccl with vcry lowprotltrcrion iu I937. This fickl also producerl a small
amolrnt of oil (usually. ab<lrrt 10,000 b:rrrel-s\ c:r<:h ycar^of its life. Thc
last oil was protiucect in lgii9.

west Ferris fiekl r,r,'as one ol the three largcst eas producers in trrr:
county for the,Iirst fiftecn ycars aftcr it-s cliscor..ery ii lszZ. Durirrg that
pcriorl, anntral Production *as over three billirin cubic feet foi' lorrr
years, over two billion.one year anrl over one billion lor five years. pro-

{y_c1ioq droppecl tlrastically (lurine I9it7 anri cont.inucd downwartl rrntil
1954 when production in the fielti r:eased.

G. P- Domewas a very small oil Iiclr[ discovcred in r9r9 whi<rr 1,',-
<ltrcecl less than ten thousaircl barrels [)er vear for most years until it was
aban<loned in ]945.

HatIicltl l)orrrc rlso beg:rn a. a lrrrgc eis lrrorlrrcer. lrrorlrr< irrs ovt.r
one billion cubic feer in lg2{ antl Ig2l-r.'It ioon dropped ilown ro:r lcvcl
wlrcre most years, Prorluction runs bclnw one htrntred rrrilliorr r.rrlri<.
I'ect.. This Iicl<l beean Protlucine oil in lgtT anrl has br.t,n :r srrr:rll lrrrl
(onsistent lrrotluccr sinie thcn.

Horne Brotltcrs fielrl is a small prorlucer of oil whiclr w;rs rliscovt.rcrlin 1951.

Little tr'Iedicine Bow fiekl is als<> a small oil 1-,rorlrr.t,r., rris<,r'r,rt'rl
in I953.

NI;rlrorrcy l)orrrt'w:rs rlistovctctl irs ir g:rs lit'ltl irr l1)2?. l'r'otlrr<'liott lot
tlr:rt yc:rr w:rs rrt::rlly truo lrilliort <trlri< lcct. Iiot tltc ttt'xt t'lt'vt:tt yt':tts
pxrrttrction rungctl lronr lr hieh ()[ scvcn t():r low ol orre lrilliott ttrbir'
feet. This was one o[ the thrcc fieltls rcsponsiblc lirr thc high girs 1;rotlut:-
tion of the 1920's and early thirties. (ias protluctiou has been goine tlown
quitc consistently since l934 ancl in 1959 lr,'as tkrrvn to seventccn rnillion
cubic feet. Mal.roncy Dome is also a Iairly consistcnt oil producing field
with production around I00 thousantl barreis for most years.

Nlahoney Domc East was a small oil prcclucer ['rom 1940 to 1947.

Medicine B<lw fiekl wirs discoverctl in 1935. It protltrcctl no oil.
Gas production r,r.ent frorn trvo hrrnclretl million in 1936 to ncarly a bil-
liorr irr 1937, over tl.rree billion in I-938 an<[ i939, back to one billion in
l9'[0 and rapirlly diminishcrl ufter that. It lvas abattclonecl in I949.

South Merlir.:inc Borv is ir new fir:kl rlisco'r,crcrl in 1954 which has
bccn a small oil procltrcer unrl protlrtt'etl 100 million cubic Ieet of grrs
in I1)59.

C)'Brien Springs is a ncr,r' small proclucer ol' sas antl oil which was
disr:r>vcred in 1958.

Qtritc in (:ontrast to its narnc, thc Oil Springs I'ickl lrirs never pr()-
tlucctl:rny oil. It was tlistrrvcretl as:r sas Iiel(l irt l9il8 antl ltas been:r
lairly strong protluccr o[ nattrral sas since that tinrc. In l!)59 it was thc
largcst eas prorltrcer in thc county, altlrough pr<lrlrrction wirs less thltrt
onc llillion crrbit: Icet.

lLock llivcr l'ickl is thc oldest oil rrnrl sas I'ic:ltl in (iarbon Clotrnty.
It w:rs tliscovclc<l in 1918. Frorn 1920 to 1926 lrrorlrrt:tion was over one
million barrcls :tnntrally. Sitt<:c lhen procluction lurs fluctuittctl bctween
four lrundrerl thousantl anrl onc million barrcls cir<lr ycar. Nlttural gas

prorlrrction also startetl high ut nearly one billion cubit: Icct. It has
llrrctrraterl considerablv tlrrring thc l):lst thirty vcirrs btrt <ltrrins most
yc:rrs has beetr over onc hlrll billion.

Sherarrl Dotnc antl Siutpson I{itlge were both lrrocluccrs over a con-
sitlcrable span oI years, but were ncvcr very larse [iclds. Both have now
bccr-r abanclonetl. Sl-rerarrl protltrccrl tas only anrl Sirnpson w:rs an oil
fieltl u.'ith no gas.

Wertz fiekl began irs tlrc c()unty's large prorltrcer of sus :rntl entletl
up as its largest proclucer ol oil. It wirs discoveretl in 1920. Itv 1923 gas
prorltrction was up to fivc llillion ctrbir: Ieet annually, which it hcltl for
tl-rrec years. For the next eleven ycars procluction ranserl from 2.5 t<'t

ne;rrly 5.0 billion cubic lcet. In 1937 it dippetl to one billion ancl in
l93il to less thirn lour htrnrlrerl million. Aftcr M4 I it stayetl bclow onc
hundred million and prescrrtly Wcrtz 1;roduces very little natural gas.

Oil production began in the Wertz fieltl on a sm:rll scale at thc
tirnc it was discovered. Thcre werc, however, twelve years tluring which
no oil was prorluced at all. Starting with the reduced gas production in
1937, oil began to be important. Procluction climbecl su,'iftly to the two
million barrel mark. It has stayed at or near tltat since that time, ex-
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Figure l7

ASSOCIATED MINERATS

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
(Ores of Copper, Gold, tron, Lead, Silver, and Zinc)
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Figure 18

MISCEI-tANEOUS MINERATS

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING

t 958
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An clevcn foot betl of ahnost pure ('rearn-crllorcrl fincly cryst:rlline,
massive, calcite has been found in Section 29, Township 27 N. Ilange
88 W. This mineral has aiso been found in several othcr places in the
county.

Cobalt

A prospect near the continental clivide ar rhe heacl of Jack Creek
in the Sierra Madre Range, produced ore assaving 0.67 per cent cobalt.
Other shows have been found in the same general area.-

Feldspar

An outcrop of felclspar, 1600 feet long and 100 feet wide, has been
found near Encampmcnt in Section l, Tov;nship I3 N. Range 84 W.

Garnet

Large perfect garnet crystals were founcl in Section 14, Township
14 N. Range 84 W. near Encampment. Anaiysis: SiOr-38.94/o, Fe2Os
Al 2Os-52.43!6, CaO-l.7 6Gh, ll{gO -5.27 9f, loss on ignition- |.il,q".

Glass Sand

Dune sands occur on the eastern encl of the Ferris Mountains in
Townships 25 ancl 26 N. Ranges Sti and 87 W. They contain 99.79.7"
quartz ancl 0.2lc/o iron minerals. A washing operation woulcl rerluce iron
content to 0.041n.

Calcitc

Gypsum

There are a number of rather extensir.,e gypsum beds in Carbon
County. Probably the best of these occur in the basin between the lireeze-
out Hills and the Shirley Mountains at the north end of the corrnty.
Other deposits occur just north of NIe<licine Bow, south of Freeze-out
Mountain, near Elk Nlountain, and in the Preeze-out Hills.

Limestone has been-quarriecl for use as flux and building storc ,ear'
Rawlins. There are at least ten million tons of rock, conta-ining 9il r<r
99 per cent CaCOB ancl less than one per cent SiO2.

Sandstone

sandstone quarries are locatecl both to the north ancl to the south
of Raw]ins. The deposit to the norr.h contains a pink uniform cambrian
quartzite. That to the south contains a stone that-is a light gray uniform
color, is soft when excavatecl, but hardens on exposure incl"carl be cluar-
ried in,blocks <r.{ a1y size. This srone crushes ar rb,000 pouncls. It is eisily
worked as it will break as well across the beclcling pl#es as with them.

, 
The _state penetentiary at 

. 
Rawlins ancl the Fecleral building at

Ogden, Utah,.re b,ilt of Rawlins sanclstone. It has been shipped "west

as far as San Francisco and east to I(earnev. Nebraska.

Vermiculite

vermiculite was prod,ced from 1938 to lg44 alons the Encamp-
ment River in Townships 13 and 15 N. Ranees 82 ancl 5s w. produt-
tion amounted to 2,076 tons. There are no operations at present.

Other Minerals

There have also been reported occurrences of other minerars in thc
county. They inclucle arsenic, asbesros, barite, beryl, bismuth, brick
clay, cordierite,, corunclum, clolomite, flourite, graphite, kaolin, r,.rga-
nese, mica, nephrite (jade), nickel, quartz, and volianic ash.

Salinc l)eposits

Saline tlcltosits:trc ltttuttl itt (litt'bon (iourrty in lr rrrrrtlrt:r'ol plrry;r*
lakes. The most imporl-itrtt has bccn Bull Lirkc n<lrth ol l{:rwlirrs lrirrrr
which soclium sulfate has-bcen producerl alrnost continuously sirr<:c ll)2t1.
This lake contains a bed of almost pure mirabilite ranging lr.,r r.i'r
to 26.0 feet in thickness.

other lakes in the county contain sodium sulfate, sodium carb.nlrt.c,
magnesium sulfate and sodium chloride.

Limestone

+Playa lakes have water in them only part of the year.

_41_

Kyanite

There are possible reserves of 25,000 tons of Kyanite in Carbon
County. Deposits are located near Encampment in Section 20, Town-
ship 14 N. Range 83 M/. about five miles east of the railroad. In one spor
the rock contains from l3 to 68 per cent Kyanite by volume as white
to very pale blue, coarse-textured, flat-bladecl crystals, associated with
a brown mica and vermiculiate. A high rate of recovery may be possible
by screeninp;, crushing, and tubing.

Natural Slag

In Township 20 N. Range 94 W. are large quantities of clinker beds
formed from the burning of coal becls near their outcrops.
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Population, labor Force, and Housing

The population of Carbon County .lvas 
-14,937 

in April, 1960, rep-
resenting a ilecline of 5.1 percent from the 1950 population-

A number oI things contributecl to the decline inclucling mechaniza-
tion of agriculture anil inclustry, tlecline of the coal mining indu_stry,

ancl the fict that an exceptionaity trign increase in population had oc-

currecl between 1940 ancl igfO. fhesJfluctuations indiiate that there is
considerable mobility in the population of the co-ulty. .Further evi-
dence is to be founcl in the tact ihat 25 per cent of the 1960 resiclents
had moved into Carbon County since 1955.

Much of the mobility seems ro be in single men. In all age brackets
over 19, men outnumberecl the women by a ionsiderable margin in 1950

and the proportions have come much closer together in-1960, indicating
that thc -.., *e." the ones who moved. Women over 45 have increasecl

in numbers during the last clecade.

Carbon Countv now has a larger proportion of very youns anrl mid-
dleaged people thah the nation as-a wholi and is lower on proportion of
persons 15 to 34 and over 65.

Carbon County people are well etlucated compared to^ national stancl-

ards and are only rii$t-,tty below average for the state. This is reflectcd in
the occupations ihey"follow ancl in incomes. The latter reflects very favor-
ably when comparecl to other counties in Wyomine.

Most houses in the counl.y are souncl and have all plumbing facil-
it ies.

Rents in the county are moderately low as ate values of owner occu-

pied houses.

Trends

The population of Carbon,County has only recently der:reased. Dur-
ing the pbrlba from 1920 to 1930 there r,rras an increase of 19.6 percent
..,irou..d to the 16 percent incleases shown lor the state and nation.
f'rorir tg:O to 1940 an eleven percent incrcase occurred. This was about
the same as the state and consitlerably above the nation.

The decade from 1940 to 1950 saw a phenominal increase in this
counry (24.5%) which r,r,as considerably above both state and national
growril.' lTabi'e VII). This indicates rhat a boom condition existed in
IgSO *t iit could nor be held. \,-iewed in this light the decrease in 1960

of 5.1 percent is not so alarming. In later discussion of the labor force
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it is scctt tltitt strtlt:t lroottt rlirl cxist in ct:rt:rirr lirrcs ol t:,rrrlrloyrrrt'rrl.
Iitrrtltcrlttorc, it lt1,r1-llrcrttly attractc(l a nrrrnlrcr'ol trrlrttrr< lrt,tl rrr:rlt's rrr:rrry
o[ whom have since lcft the area.

Part of the 1950-1960 clecrease resultecl from incrc:rsctl rnc<:lurrriz:r-
tion in agriculture--a nationwide tren(l which has rcstrltctl irr srrr:rllr,r
rural-farm population. It is also noticeable that some of thc srn:rllr:r
towns that are dependent on agriculture lost population recently.

Largest population losses occurred in the coal towns of Elmo rrrrrr
Hanna, however, as a <lirect result of the loss of the rairroacl coal nr;rr-
ket. The oil refinery town of Sinclair also lost population due r. in,
creasecl mechanization o[ the refinerv.

Table \zII also contains some interesting information concernirg
population concentration.

f'here are less than^two-people per sq,are mile in carbon cou,ty
compared to over threc for the starc and b0 lor the nation. This woultl
inclicate that people_live Iong distanccs aPart in this county. Actr-rally,
most of the people live quire tlosc to oni another. wyomine is rror'rr
rural state in the sense of large nurnbers of pcople living on iarms anrl
ranches, since over 70 per cenr of the Peoiie 

-live in iowns. .Carbon
corrnty is even less rural in thet 85 pcr cint iive in rowns. The distance
is betrvcen clusters of people antl not between inclividuals.

CHAPTER IV

Table Vll
POPUTATION

CARBON COUNTY, STATE OF WYOMING, AND THE UNITED STAIES
CENSUS YEARS I93O.I960

1 930 I 940 I 950 I 960

CARBON COUNTY
Per Cent Change
Number Per Square Mile
Per Cenl Residing in Towns

Rawlins
Baggs
Dixon
Elk AAountain
EImo
Hanna
Medicine Bow
Encampment
Rivers ide
Sa ra tog a

Sincla ir
STATE OF WYOMING

Population
Per Cent Change
Number Per Square Mile
Per Cent Residing in Towns

UNITED STATES
Popu Iation
Per Cent Change
Number Per Square lAile

t't,39'l
+r9.6

1.4
72.7

4,868
192
14s
54
68

I ,154
264
209

34
567
727

't2,644

+1t.0
1.6

74.1
5,53 r

221
94

107
134

1,127
338
33I

68
810
604

15,742
+24.5

2.0

7,415
206
124
196
213

1,326
328
288

50
926
775

14,937

-5.1
1.9

85.3
8,968

199
l08
190
9I

625
392
333

87
I ,133

621

122,785,046
l 6.I
40.6

t3t ,669 ,27 5
7.2

43.6

225,56s
+t6.0

51.8

250,742

+11.2
2.6

57.0

290,529
+r5.e

3.0
62.9

150,697 ,361
14.5
49.9

330,066

+r3.6
3.4

70.6

178,463,000
18.4
60.0

Source: U. S. Censuses of Population, 1930, 1940, 1950, 1960.
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'I'his doesn't minimize thc.availability oI wirlc-open spaccs wherc a
man can get away from his fellow man for a time.

Wh.." discussing trends, it is often the fashion to compare actual
population to expected, provided all of the natural increases were re-
tained. If this is done foi Carbon County, we have the following:

Table Vlll
PERCENIAGE OF PERSONS IN SETECTED AGE GROUPS

CARBON COUNTY, STATE OF WYOMING, AND THE UNITED STATES
I960

I950 Population
Plus births during the decade
Minus deaths during the decade
Expected population, I 960
Actual population, 1 960
Net out-migration

CHARACTERISTICS

Age Group

l4 and Under
15 to 24
25 to 34
35 to 64
65 and Over

l4 and Under

to 64
and Over

Total r 00.0

Source: IJ. S, Census of Population.

33.7
13.4
13.2
3r.8
7.9

29.5
| 5.2
r 3.0
33.7
8.7

28.8
12.5
17.7

5.6

34.0
12.8
'13.3

32.7
7.2

32.7
12.2
13.0
34.4
7.7

15,742
3,484
1,388

32.7
12.2
r 3.0
34.4

7.7

r 00.0

Carbon
County Wyoming

Unired
States

100.0

17,838
14,937

r 00.0 r 00.0

Source; IJ. S. Census of Population.

Table lX
PERCENTAGES OF POPUTATION IN SETECTED AGE GROUPS

RAWLINS AND CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
I95O AND 1960 CENSUS

Age Groups Rawlins Carbon Counly

I 950 I 950 I 950 I 960

2,901

This, then forms the basis for considerable "weeping" concerning loss
of local people. Actually, in this case, the out-migr;tion consistecl of
people (LrtgSJy single. men) who rvere in-migranrs during thc previous
tlecade. While out-mip;ration is somerimes a sisn o[ weakening in the
economy, it must be considerecl also in terms of the base from whlch it
occurs.

Other evidence of mobility is to be louncl in the U. S. Census report
on residence of the 1960 population. This report shows rhar 75-per
cent of the people hacl changed houses since 1950.

However, 45 percent were living in the same house in 1960 as in
1955. Thirty percent were living in a clifferenr house bur in the same
golnty. Eight percent had moved ro Carbon County from elsewhere
in Wyoming since 1955. Seventeen percenr hacl moveci into the county
from other states or foreign collntrias <luring the five year period.

l5
25
35
65

to 24
to 34

28.7
'I 3.1
16.9
35.5

r 00.0 100.0

Age and Sex

Both Carbon County ancl the stare of Wyoming have a preponcler-
ance of young people in the population. In T'able VttI the cbmparison
reveals that this county has 32.7 percent of its population less than 15
years of age. This slightly less than the state-wide situation antl rnorc
than is the case nationally.

Further study of the table reveals that the county is very low in the
age group 15_to 24, abour average in the group 25-34, considerably above
the state and nation in the group 35 to64,-and slightly below'in the
retired group.

In 1950 there was _an even larger proportion in the group ol rvorkcrs
between 25 and 64 anrl less in the youngEr anrl rerired [ro"ir. 'I'hc peo-
ple living in.Rawlins were rlot €il'eatly different from th6se in thc c()nnty
as a whole in either year. With over half of the population, thc c:ity
tends to dominate county statistics anyway. In this^ cise there was lrot
much difference between the urban and rural populations.
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Contrary to the national situation, there is a predominence of men
in thc population of both Carbon County (52.2 percent) anrt the state
of Wyoming (51.2 percent). For the colrnty this is the lowest propor-
tion of men for many years.

Some interesting comparisons of trend in bclth age antl sex are
shown in Figure 19. Under the age of 14 the tlistribution betr,veen the
sexes has been fairly eqr.ral. This is to be cxpectetl both from a biolog-
ical viewpoint and the lact that this group is less rnobil as individuals.

After l5 years, mobility becomes possible an(l this is where the male
population begins to clominate the lenrale in numbers in Carbon County.
in-the age groups bctween fifteerr ancl twenty-four (the Eiroup lr,'here
Car:bon County ii weakest) there has been a much heavier out-misration
of males than of fcmales. Thus in 1960, for the first time, they were
equally distributed.

The equality is much less pronounced in olcler groups, yet in 1960
the distribution of the sexes in all age groups is more nearly equal than
for any time in the past thirty years.

In the age groups from 25 to 34 the migration of males was only
slightly sreater than for females.

-45 
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Figure l9
TREND IN NUMBERS OF MEN AND WOMEN IN VARIOUS AGE GROUPS. CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING

r 930-t 960
-lundreds

(ircutcst rnobility sccrns t() bc:rttainctl by nrctt in tltc irgc grotrp Irottt
35 to44. 'l'his is thc erorrP tlt:rt l]tovetl orrt bctwtrtrtt 1930:rnd l0'10, carnc
back stronsly between 1940 antl 1950 ancl ieft in large numbers cluring
the clecade 1950 to 1960. The womcn in this grouP are considerably less

mobil. They gainecl in numbers consistently for twenty years then
dropped off slightly in the last ten.

In the groups from 45 to 64 years of age the women increasecl in
numbers consistently over the thirty year periotl. The men had similar,
but stron€ier, patterns for the first twentl, years, then decreased in num-
bers during the last ten.

In the groups 65 years old and over, men still predominate in num-
bers; the trencl is upwarcl, but not so consistently as that of women.

What clo these rends mean? First of all, they mean that Carbon
County's industries tend to clraw single men who come in fairly large
numbers when things are good and leave as easily when thev slow up.
This pattern is significant in future grorvth of the county's ecorlomy,
since knowing something of the current labor forcc may not be any more
important than knowins thc sources o[ this mobil force and some o[ its
charac teris tics.

Seconclly, there is a tendency for retirecl persons to stay in the
county. Since thcre are more men than womell in the age gror,rps prior
to retirement, the men are also more numerous in the retirecl group.

The proportion of retirc(l persons is not large as yct. We have seen
that it is still consiclerably under the national proportion. It's consistent
growth will bear watching, however, since the impact of these okler peo-
ple on the economy is somervhat different from that of the youn€ier age
groups.

Education

Compared to the natiorr, the people of (larbon Ciounty are rvell
etlucaterl. They rlo not (luile comc up lo tllc averase for Wyoming.
Women tend to be better educatecl than the men-which inclicates that
those mobil workers inclicatecl above may not be too highly trainecl.

Data in Table X indicate that while the county is lower than the
state in the proportion of high school and college grailuates, it is above
the nation in both cateeorics. lVhen comparison is made with the
Rocky Mountain States both this courtty and the state show lower pro-
portions of college trained peoplc.

The Labor Force

Census clata ancl available employment clata indicate that there
is a considerable variation in the iabor force o[ Carbon C)ounty from
month to month. lfhe most complete clata occur in the 1960 census oI
population which was taken in April. That month happens to be one
of the lower months of the year for hirecl employment. Therefore, un.
employment, as reported by the census, tends to be somewhat high.
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Table X
EDUCATTONAI. IEVEI. OF PERSONS OVER TWENTY.FIVE YEARS OtD
CARBON COUNTY, STIT_E gF WYOMING, THE MOUNTA|N Silirs,

AND THE UNITED STATES
I960

(perrcentage in each group)

Carbon

Table Xl
THE LABOR FORCE

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
t950 AND t960

Male

April
I 950

Female Toral

8th Grade or less
High School:

l-3 years
4 years

College:
l-3 years

4 years or more

Tofa I

Median years

3l .l

rcolorado, fdaho, Montana, Utah, Wyoming
Source: U. S. Census of population.

19.9
8.2

I9.'|
8.6

t 9.l
9.4

r 8.3
8.1

I1.3
8.2

12.3
8.6

12.9
9.4

8.2
8.1

't00.0

r 1.6

3,921
307
843
43

712
227
't59

15

4,633
534

'r,002

58

2,713
412
703

3,661
801
862

54

County Wyoming

28.9

100.0
12.1

mountain
Slale3*

29.3

r 00.0
12.O

United
States

38.0

IO0.0
IO.5

6,518
5,298

182

257
421
469
144
123

r,084
1,O29

I
264
686
674
144

I ,1't2
t0

535
716
609
870
49
70

496
340
45
66

i33

4,928
1,t65

Male

5,468
4,266

354
282
469
145
't l0
897
901

4
275
369
339
98

April
1950

Female

4,824
1,596

948
389
159

'17

274
20
89

398
t54

1',|

76
120
386

7'll
38

40
0
8
8

47
37

7
12

430
542

41
160
97
38

Toral

10,292
5,862

628
302
558
543
264
908
977
124
661
376
350
136

689
t2

276
342
595
721
98
74

964
1,222

64
260
257
109

Persons l4 years old or older
LABOR FORCE
Employed,

Private wage & salary workers
Governmenl workers
Self-employed workers
Unpaid family workers

Unemployed:
Experienced workers

MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP*
Professional, technical, & kindred
Farmers and managers
Manager, officials, etc. (ex. farm)
Clerical and kindred
Sales workers
Craftsmen, foremen, & kindred
Operatives and kindred
Private household
Service workers, except H.H.
Farm laborers, unp. fam., etc.
Laborers, except farm & mine
Not reported

IND.USTRY GROUP**
Ag ricu ltu re
Forestry
Mining
Construction
Manufacturing
Transporlation & Comm.
Utilities
Wholesa le
Rela r I

Services
Finance lns. & R. E.

Educa tion
Public Administration
Not reported

*Emplayed and unemployed
Source: Ir. S. Census of Population,

*+Employed only
1950 and 1960.

| 1 ,446
6,463

463
440
569
397
250

1,o94
1,092

52
5r0
697
677
218

46 I,r58

7t A49

T'he cletails shown i, Table XI are subject to rhesc limitations.
Data in this table indicate rhar rhere were 6,468 persons in the

labor force in 1950. By rg60 this harl crccreased to 5,g62.' A closer look
reveals that the number of male workers decreasecl by about Lne thou-
:an(l ,(as 

was anricipaletl previ.rrsly in rhis clrapter), ilur,tr" "r-ber ol,lemalc workers increaserl by over l'orrr lrrrnrlrerl.' Thrrs, the prolrortion oI
w()n)en in the labor force'&'ent frorn lg 1>erce'rt in the irril"r to 27p€rcent in the larrer year. This w:rs,,,r.,r.i, mor.e rlrastic lrioilortlorrrt"
change rhan was the case stare-\,vi(rc whcre ir .vcnr fr;; [i-5"...rr, ,o
29 percent. Again the sit,ation in (larbo. (iounty *,,r .tr. iu .iruttu.n"a
men moving out rather than any unusual hirin.q o[ women.

- . 
Ocqup-ations where wornen pickccl- yp em?loymenr inclucle(l pro_

l:::lrll (th:re, wcre more me. cmploycrl h'cre aiso)i clerical anrl kintlre<[
(mcn abo.t heltl stearly); slrlcs workers (men rvere down): priv:rte house_holtl workers; antl otli. servir.c l'orkcrs lmen ,t.,.,weJ'u'--.r.tl.or" ir-
crease).

The big clecreases irr nrarc enlproyment came in farmers and farm
:1Lll-9,:^ (women stearly): cr.af tsriren. loremen, anrl kintlrctl (ladiesstcady); operatives antl .kirrtrrerl (women up srightry): farnr raLorers(women down somewhar); rrnrr otircr laborers lw"omen up). Actually.
these categories have few womcn enlployed. \ -"--'- "t-/'

These trcnds carr be relaterl to trre inclustries also. The number o[ men
empkryed_in_ agricult,re, for instancc, rlecreased by 42 percent. l.tining,
ylri:l l-l:.,l,rlcs,large num.bc,rs ol oper;rrivcs. clecreaierl iti .*pi"y-ent by5U Percent. 'I-he rnuin intlrrstry cnrlrlovine craltsmen *o,]l,t' bc con_

:,jl^.rigr, wJrcre employmcnt tlccrcaserl' 5B"perccnt net-ee" Ig50 antl
170Y, 1,1rr:portation..employmcnt rlrolrperl 24 percent Iarqely becrtrseo[ clicselization o[ railroatl locomotives. '

37823250

206
t9

100
253
127
l0
63
5I

246
ll

J

74

649
t2

268
334
548
684
9l
62

534
680

a1
,I00

160
71

II
t2
41

74
4
9

3r6
308
29

160
56
47

l0
546
728
6s0
944

53
79

812
648
74

226
189
Il0

Tratles, scrvir:es, ancl govcrnment all in<'rcasctl crnployment betrveen
1950 ancl 1960.

There are hazar<[s in using these two pcriorls to clraw definite con-
clusions concerning trencls in the labor I'or<:c. Ily referring to Figr"rre
20 it can be seen that 1950 and 1960 arc not necessarily typical years.
In fact there probably are no typical years. Somc years tend to be like
others i. e. 1955, 1956, and 1957, while others are quite different i. e.

I953 and I954 or I959 ancl 1960. Certain trencls arc quite definite such
as thosc showing more employment in -services, tracle, p;overnrnent an(l
the professions. Inr:reases in the number of rvorking women ;rre also
easily spotted.
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Figure 2O

COVERED EMPLOYMENT*
CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING

I 950-I 960

I rrcotrttt

'l'lrc Ilxio (cllstts (()\'('ls itttotltt' ol l:rrrrily. Hlr)lll)\ ltttrl. ttlt:lltlrr lrt'tl

indivitltrals. O,],'" ,,g,,in, iir"r.' tl:rt:r will lrc:rr'irii.'r;,i t'tirrg irr rlrt' liglrt

iii to.ut con(liti()rs. 
"ln 'l'irble XII thc tlis,ilrrrtitirr ol itttotrtt' ;rrrr()rls

lamilics antl arnong i,i,ii"i.i,,r,i tt,,rktttett is slt,wtt. lt slr.trltl lrt' t'trtPlr;r-

sizecl that some of tlr;'i;r:ii;i,i.ral worknrcn bckrng.,1l,l],,, Irrrrrilit's rrrttl

some do not. Census'aoio rn"r" that thcre wcl'e 1,052 ,,s.rrs livirrg

alone. This t.rr., O,+Oi"p"iro"r ii,itL, i,.,,',,,oc w5. 5cl.irg l. l:rrttilit's

or an zlverage of 1.7 Per familY'

Meclianl income per lamily was $5,910 arrtl per trtrattitt'Itt:tl irrtli

,i.t"oi-SZ,+17. In botfr cases the valuc was above t^e st:ltc .v(:t1rs("

When coml>arecl to othel. Colrnties of tlre state, (]arbott,s ittt:<lt,tttl tll

rrnattachetl intlivitluals was fourth'

Itranotlrer<:lrapterweshalldisctrsstlrc.subject.r['hiretlcttrlrl<lyltttlttt
.,,,,1 rrrrrrolls hv iniltrstrr'. ln tlrat tliscussiott we will relcr t() avcrll!{('

"rntrr'"ri""",. 
irtri iig.ie will be less than tlre number o[ 1;ers.tts tt'

::'l';i";;;;-"'l';; ;#;'..,,t"n.. 
-ri.st, 

the latter figtr-re int:ltrrt:s st'll

:.;;il1,":i';;.i;;;';i"p;;;;'' Secontrrv' .manv peSpre tro tt,t w'lrtk

steitlily, yct they arc cotrntc(l ils reccrvlns lncome'

Tlre t:ensus reportetl the followins sitrration in 1959:e

Ihousands

4

3 TfflAfi/1fiAA
2

0

t950 l95l 1952 t953 1954 1955 t956 1957 1958 1959 t960

x April
tEmployment in firms covered by Unemployment Compensation Laws, Does not include
railroad-

Source: Wyoming Employment Security Commission.

Certain industrics arc unrlergoing <lrastic changes in mechanization
antl :Iutomation, which a[[ect the number of peol;le employed. In this
area agriculturc, manufa(:turing, anrl transportati()ll are alfected itr that
way.

Others expand and tontrar:t [or various and srrnclry reasorls-rnany
of which are completely rrnprctlictablc. (ionstruction, particularly hcavy
construction, ancl the pctrolcum anrl natural sas industries are typical
of this class of industry. 'Ihese are the activitics that producc boont bust
conclitions or years of high activity followed by ycars of aver;rge or low
activity.

While no prctlictions are macle in this sturly until the final chapter,
these are the attribrltes that a forecaster n)ust c()nsider in tryir-rg to
<tetermine what is likely to occur.

There is very little movement of people across county lines in this
section of the state. The population census recorcled only 102 pcrsons
who were working outside of the county of their residencc in 1959.
Most of these were probably in construction. 'fhe county is not sittratcrl
so that commuting across the county line is feasible, for very rnany
people.
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Number of persons working 50 to 52 weeks : 3'848

Number of persons working 48 to 49 weeks : 259

Number o{ persons working 40 to 47 weeks : 437

Number of persons working 27 to 39 weeks : 7O1

Number of persons working 14 to 26 weeks : 588

Number of persons working 13 weeks or less : 884

Thus, Dearly fiftcen huntlrerl llcople'lvorkecl less than half ol. thc yt:rrl'

Untloubtctlly lllilny o[ tllcse wcre women' which l'"]!1.1o, a((()rrrll

for tlre l:rr.r thar ql t^rlr';";i 
-;i 

t5e women workcrs earne(l less tlt:ttt

il,ooo. There is untlbubtedly a rescrve here of woman Power'

t,ooking ftrrther at Table XIl, most women earn.very littlc; ot't'r'

ilo Der cent receive ter.-tnor, $3,000 Per yeaf. The median- wase lirr Ic-

,r*i" .f".i."i-;;.k; *as g2,68l. but'ot the 2,491 working w()trterr,

ip0l ill husbands p..r.",'ind,ZZ2 had chilclren uncler 6 years ol :rQ<'.

The men receiving less than $2'000 per year must inclutle rt l;rrgt'

number of retiretl p"Lnnt' There nrc i1'pr'tlximately-seven lttttttlrt<l

in the counry. Th. t''ig";;';lso probably irici,cles a number of men w'<r

work only Pirt of the time'

lol"ai* *" that there are as many frequencies above this value as betow it' While lhls

is an average, it is not ttf .r-"ili-ii the' mean wrricir' il- ntoit often re-terred to as thc
'i."i'jr"?u.i;iiru--"ai." is tot ittt,enctd bv extreme values'

, U. S, Census oI Population 1960 Social Characteristics of the Population' Final Report PC

(1) -52cP.
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Table Xll
INCOME OF FAMII.IES AND INDIVIDUALS

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
t959

Table XIV

HOUSING DATA

RAWTINS AND CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING

1960

Rawlinrlncome Class

Families

Number Per cent

100.0

lndividuab
Men Women

Number Per cenl Number Pe, cenl

| 4.9

6.5

2,949
r,605
1,o78

l l5
l5l

372
332
339

r,906

Carbon
County

5,684
2,58s
2,O42

147
9l 0*

426
1,632
3,626

3,688
683

665
273
415

Under $1,000
1,000 to 1,999
2,000 to 2,999
3,000 to 3,999
4,000 to 4,999
5,000 to 5,999
6,000 to 6,999
7,OOO to 7 ,999
8,000 to 8,999
9,000 to 9,999
10,000 to 14,999
I5,OOO to 24,999
25,000 and over

149
214
246
352
429
s40
422
392
228
185
476
lll
l9

4.0
5.7
6.5
9.4

11 .4
14.4
11.2
10.4

6.,I
4.9

12.6
2.9

.5

12.2
I 1.6
8.5

I l.o
13.2
12.7
9.4

47.1
19.7
13.8
9.2
6.'|
1.6
1.2

.6

.7

I
\

)

\

1,172
487
345
320
r53

41

30

l5

l8

607
578
424
547
65r
632
469

734

321

All housing units
Owner occupied
Renter occupied
Available vacant
Other vacant

Year Built:
'1955 to March, 1960
1950 to .1954

1940 to 1949
'1939 or earlier

Heating Equipment:
Steam or hot water
Warm air furnace
Other

Condition and Plumbing

All Units:
Sound

With all plumbing facilities
Lacking some or all

Deteri orating
With all plumbing facilities
Lacking some or all
Dilapidated

Renter Occupied Units:
Sound

With all plumbing facilities
l-acking some or all

Deteriorating
With all plumbing facilities
Lacking some or all
DilaPidared

Water Supply:
Hot and cold water PiPed inside
Only cold water
Other

Sewage Disposal:
Public sewer
Other

Median Number of Rooms:

All units
Owner occupied
Renter occupied

*600 Seasonal Units
NA-not available

612
584
685

3,803

Median

Source: U. S. Census of Population.

Table Xlll
MEDIAN INCOMES OF THE MALE WORKERS IN SELECTED OCCUPATION

GROUPS

CARBON COUNTY AND STATE OF WYOMTNG
I959

Carbon State of
WyomingOccupation Group County

Total 3,763
$s,e1 o

Professional, managerial, and kindred
Farmers and farm managers
Craflsmen, foremen, and kindred
Operatives and kindred
Farm laborers (excl. unpaid and foremen)
Laborers except farm and mine

Source: U S. Census of Fopulation. 1960.

4,963
$4,490

't00.0

$6,s36
4,477
5,994
5,003
2,006
3,871

2,491
$1,127

r 00.0 299
I,356
|,270

621
75

2,O32
120

4s8
83

2s6

$6,402
3,670
s,576
4,721
1,971
3,209

215
49

'I r8

NA
NA

NA
NA
NA

4,846
300
538

NA
NA

4.2
4.9
3.8

4.3
5.0
3.5

2,7 sl
147
5l

2,783
166

When the median incomes of various grouPs of male workers are
considered, it is noted that Carbon County workers receive annual Pay
slightly above that for the state as a whole. (Table XIII)

There aren't very many extremcly wealthy people in the cotlnty'
only nineteen lamilies reporte(l incomes over $25'000' on the other
hancl, there aren't many ixtremel,v Poor ones either. Only about 16

percenr hacl incomes un(ier $3,000 in"l 959. As was indicated previously,
ihis probably inclucles a number of retirecl persons, particlrlarly retired
men. The population is quite evenly clisrributed between the income
level of $3,000 and $15,000.

_52_

Source: U, S' Census o{ Housing, 1960'
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Housing

As intlicatctI prrcviously, thrtrc-lorrrtlrs ol tlrc lrco;rlt: ol tlris (.()urtty
had chansetl hotrses since 1950. T'his rvas not rlrre to cxccssivc builtling
of new homes, sincc two-thirds of thc houses ir.r thc (iourlt-y rverc built
before 1940. The percenta€ie is slightly smaller than this in llawlins.

Thirty-six percent of the houses o[ the (()unty were occupiecl by
rcnters in 1960, compared to 33 percent for the state. llhe proportion
of vacant hcluses av;rilable for rent 'r,vas 2.6 percent compared to 3.0
percent for the state.

There are a lew more houses for rent arrrl zr lew less trailers than
was the case in 1950. Most trailers are mobil, onl1,41 of the 305 or-r hand
in April 1960 were on a pernanent base.

Over l.ralf of the houses in Ranlins have furnacc heat. This includes
most of the hotrses in the county in this categ()rv. tVlost rural ironscs are
heatecl by space heaters.

Most houses in the county are sounrl anrl have all plumbing facil-
ities. Thc largest number of those that rlo not .lre in rural areas as
would be expccted. llentecl hotrses tencl to have a larger proportion of
deteriorating and rlilapirlaterl structures tiran owncr occupiecl houses,
but even these are largely supplied with plurnbing facilities. Seven per
cent of the horrses in the county were clilapi<laterl at the time the census
was taken.

The median valtre of owner occupied homes in (larbon flounty was
$11,000 in 1960. Tlrcre were onlv seven countics in tl-rc state r,r,ith higher
values than this. l-he state-wicle meclian, however, was Xi12,300 (urban
$13,800 ancl rural-non-farm $8, 100). Thus, Carbon County has rela-
tively low hor-rsing values which are probably related to the nurrber
of olcler homes. As inrlicaterl previously tlilapirlati<..n is not high in the
county. It may have been partially cluc to a let-down in the economy
in 1960, even thou€ih 1959 was a high year. 'I'hc median for Rawlins
($12,600) was also below the state-wide meclian. Slightly over half o[
the houses in both Rawlins and the county were valuecl between $5,000
and $14,900.

The median rent paid in Carbon County, as of April 1960 was $64
per month compared to $67 for the state. Rents in Rawlins had a median
of $72 which was somewhat above the $69 median for trrban places in
the state. Most rents in the county fell betrveen $40 and $99.

Table XV

VATUE OF OWNER OCCUPIED HOMES

RAWTINS AND CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
t960

Rawlins

Number Per cent

Carbon
County

Number Per centValue

Less than $5,000

$5,00O to $9,900
$10,000 to $14,900
$15,000 to $19,900
$20,000 to $24,900
$25,000 or more

Total owner occupied

Median

Gross rent paid

Under $20
$20 to $39

$40 to $59

$60 to $79

$80 to $99

$100 to $l19
$120 or more
No cash rent

Total renter occupied units
Median

132

296
400
305
120
92

1,345

$ I 2,600

1,078

$72

r,883

$ I ',t ,000

9.8

22.0

29.8

22.7
8.9

6.8

r 00.0

3r9
487

471

340
l4l
r00

17.2

26.2

25.3

18.3
7.6

5.4

r00.0

60

257

403

472

285
113

72

221

r 1.3
'r 6.0

30.4
't9.1

8.6
5.6

9.0

Source: IJ. S. Census oI Housing, 1960.

Table XVI

GROSS* RENT PAID BY RENIERS

RAWTINS AND CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
t 960

Rawlins

Number Per cenl

Carbon
County

Number Per cent

0

122
172

328
206
93

60
97

3.2

13.6

21.4

25.2
l 5.1

6.0
3.8

11.7

100.0 1,883

$64

r 00.0

*Gross rent includes cost of utilties and fuel.
source: U. S. Census of Housing, 1960.
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CHAPTER V

lt:t't, 1rr'orlrrr:tiorr rost'r:rpitlly to tlrt' l'l-l(i lrilliorr ttrlrit: loot ltrvt:l wltt'tc
it st:rycrl lirl livt'1,r':us. lt tlrt'rr srrbsitltrl to lltc tltrt'c lo l<trrr'lrillioll
r rrlrir: loot lcvt'l wlrt'r't' it stuyctl lronr l1)ii7 to l{)5 l. ltr rct:eIrt ycal's it
Ir;rs lrr:t:n ul :rl)()ul llrc I lo 2 billion cubic loot lcvcl.

ln l-954 value o[ oil and gas producecl plus refinery products, less
r':rlrrc of local oil processed, was $25.9 million clollars. In 1959 this
Iisure was $28.7 million.

In 1954 there was an average of 555 pcrsons employed in this indus-
tly clrawing $2,751,000 of payroll. Contribution to personal income
iurlounted to $3,949,800. The adclitional $1,198,800 incluclecl proprietor-
ship income and royalties.

In 1959 there was an average of 442 hire<l employees drawing
$2,867,200 in payroll. 'fotal contribution to personal income was
:t4,292,300.

The indusuy also contributecl $382,200 in local taxes an(l $936,900
in state and federal taxes directly in 1954. In 1959 these figures were
$628,100 local and $1,094,400 state and fetleral.

Other Minerals

The U. S. Bureau of Nlines gives thc value of minerals produced as

follows:1
1954 I 959

The Economy of Carbon CountY

An Overview

In this chapter an attcmpt will be made to_give a general.description
o[ economic aitivity in Carbon County, with some attention to past
trends. AII inter-relirtionship analysis will come in the next chaPter.

Economic activities ten{ to fall into two general categories. First
there are the proclucing inclustries which generaily are concetletl to form
the base of tlie ..ornfry. Seconclly there are the commercial inrhrstries
that develop primarily to service the local economy.

In the next chapter it will be seen that it is not all so nicely pack-
aged as this, but for the present the economy rvill be discussetl from that
point-of-view.

where trencl clata covering a number of years are not- available,
the years 1954 anrt 1959 will bcusecl for purposes _of -cg3pa.rison. 

This
will'allow a look at two quitc clillerent periotls. ln I954 the economy
was at a quite low ebb. thi. -"s a clrouth. year, constluction activity
was at a mtntmum, ancl Sovernmental activity rvas quite lolv.

In contrast, the year 1959 was one of high activity. in most fieltls.
Agricultural income iva, ,rp, construction activity r'vas high due to road
co-nstruction and the uranium inclustry, ancl governmental activity was

high.

By r,rsing these two years, therefore,_ one gains- a better insight into
the workingi of the economy than woulcl be possible with only orre'

Coal
Uranium Ore
Other Minerals

Total

The loss in coal
rnarket. Mr:st of that

$ 832,il r $312,936
36,786

311 ,929 45,945

$1,t44,040 $395,667

tion was relaterl to thc loss of the railroa<l
produced in .I959 

hacl an industrial market
produc
being

PRODUCING SEGMENT

outsirle of the county.

In the latter year the production of uranium ore was the highlight.
,.\bout 3 million clollars were spent that year on exploration for this
urineral. It may eventually bring rnining back to its originzrl place of
irnl>ortance.

Other mineral procluction is an up ancl down proposition. For
cxample, vermiculite was being producecl fairly heavily in 1954 but not
in 1959. Sancl and g;ravel prorluction varies with demand from the con-
struction in<lustry. In 1959 this procluct was the most important one
Irro<lucecl.

Other mincrals ot;cur in small cleposits ancl are workecl until thc:
oPeration is no longer economically feasible.

Tl"re local markets for protlucts consist of local opcrations such as
lailroads which buv coztl ancl gravcl, ancl construction which buys sand
:rncl gravel.

Letter from D. H. Muuer, Project Leader, Denver Experiment Station, Region III. U. S.
Bureau of Mines, Denver. Colorado, September 22, 1961.

The Petroleum Industry

Oil was cliscoverecl in the county in I918. Procluction rose quickly
to over one-million barrels Per year antl fluctuatecl arountl that level
until 1936. (Refer to Figure^l5r Pa$9 28.) From 1937- to 1960 (with the
exception ot' 1946; pro<luction has ilucttrated around the three million
barrel level.

As indicated earlier in this studv. the refinery r,t'as begun by Pr9-
clucers ancl Refiners Corporation in 1922 and was purchasecl by Sinclair
in 1930. It utilizes a large proporrion of the oil produced in the county.

For a few years it appearetl that natural gas Production- ft-1$ a great
future here. Fiom its beginning in 1920 with less than one billion cubic
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Table XVll
MARKETS FOR MINERAT PRODUCTS

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
1954 AND 1959

1954

$ 120,300
o

6,700

Figure 2l

HIRED EMPTOYMENI IN MANUFACTURING

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING

I 954-1 960Local Sales to

Transportation
Retail
Construction

I 959

$ 66,100
500

t 5,600

82,200
3I 3,500

$395,700

picktrp in construc-
XVII.

-='J
)

Tolal local sales 't27,OOO

I,0I 7,000Export Sales

Total $l,l 44,000

Sources: Survey by Author, and U. S, Bu?eau of Mines

The loss of thc coal market oll the railroacl :rntl
tion are cvi(lent in the cotnl)aris()r'ls shou'n in Tablc

.FL

)

)

(

I

)

oo6

6
6oE

o

i
1

t
I

---J

E

-r"'-

E-

In 1954,79 persons were employecl in this indu-stry.' The 77 hiretl
employees clrew'$270,400 in payroli. 'fotal contribution to personal
income, incltrding royalties, was $399,000 for the year.

In 1959 employment hatl dr<;pped to 30. a-he 27 hirecl cmployees
drew $137,300 iir wages ancl the tirtal contribution to personal income
amounte([ to $ I81,000.

Tax contributions by the in(lustry ailrounte(l to $58,300 to local gol'-
ernments antl $249,800 io the state and fecleral governments in 1954'
In 1959 it contributed $16,500 locally anfl $107,500 to the state and
nation.

Manufacturing

Thcre werc approximately twenty-four mirnulacturing,firrns gPerat-
ing in Carbon County in t959. I'our of these were in focl<l manrrfactur-
in[ i.e. bakeries ancl clairies; ten were ilrannlacturers of lumber and wood
products; an(l the othcr ten producc(l,a lvicle.variety o{ Pro(ltrcts; inchrrl-
ing two ncwspapers, one a weekly ar-rtl thc other a riaily.

Wood l)ro(lucts employed thc most pcoplc, in fact almost. three
times as many as the odlers combinc(I. Ilailroacl ties are still a ruajor
item of procluction, but a consiclerable volume of lumber is also pro-
duced. Employment in this industry is cluite erratic from one month to
the next as rnay be seen by reference to Figure 2l . The profit -margin in
this industry is such that it is necessary to make quick cost adjustments
when the market situation wcakens. This accounts for the stlcltlen lay-
offs inclicatecl in that figure. In orcler to take aclvantage of a rising
market, it is equally important that procluction get under way quickly.

Employment is also quite seasonal. Weather plays an important
role here and accounts for the fact that lowest employment comes during
the first two or three months of the year and highest is in the summer.
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...-['lrc 1r:ryroll Iol tlrc woo<l ;rrrxlrr< ts irr<lrrstly r,;u.it,rl lrcrwr.t.rr liiO.l)
million anr[ $1.3 rnilliorr l)('r ycur rlrrlirrg tlrt,st'r,i:n ycrrr.s tlt,;rit.tt.rl. lior.
all other rn:tnttlitctttring tlrc lirryr',rl I vlrriaLion w:rs ltctwccrr $l5U.il thou-
sand and $370.7 thousand, with thc l-righer P:ryrolls or:currins irr most
recent years.

For all manufacturing (except the rcfinery which was hcate(l with
pet_roleum), personal income ltroduced amounted to g1,486,g00 in 1954
and $2,096'900 in 1959. This-includes both payrolt ancl profir.s to local
owners, with payroll about 75 per cent of it.'

- The intlustry paid our.gl3,l00 in local taxes and $431,900 in srate
antl federal taxes an(l orher payments in 1954. In 1959 rhe amounts were
$17,600 ancl 9580,000 respeitively.

. T9,_11 ":tt"e.of production in rhe two years was $8,416,600 in 1954
anrl $4,588,300 in 1959. The former year was a more srablc onc and.
tlre tlrorrth situation allowerl more time in thc wootls during wintcr
months, hence the even employment in wood l)roducts.

r,mployment in other typcs of manufacturing is quite stable every
year and has been growing at'a gradual rate. It is".,ot'very large as yet.

.Nranufzrctu-ring in this county is quite heavily orientecl to the local
market. still three-fourrhs oI the value o[ pro<lucts producecl are ex-
ported. A large part of this is railroacl ties arid lumber'.

Direct sales to househokls include dairy products clerivererl by a
cream.ery and bakery- sales over rhe counrer ai i buke.y. Milk deliveied
by a.-distributor would not-be in this caregory b.r wo;ld be a sale by a
retailer to a household.- The sale by the iieamcry or dairy to the milk-
man would be in the sales to retailer category.

The sales to others includes most other categories in the loc^l econ-
omy inclucling local governmenr.

Agrir:ultrrx'

Irr |1).5'l (l;rrlrorr (,orrrrty <orrt:rirrul iir'lI r':rrr<:lrcs :rvcr':reirrg 1),.1 I(i ar:rcs
in sizc. (itoss rcteilrts lor tlre ycar wcrc $7,41)8,300, or irn aver:rge of
!i22,653 Per unit.

Ily 1959 the number had fallen to 303, but the average size had in-
r:reasecl to 9,994 acres. Gross receipts for the year were $9,458,100 or an
average of $31,215 per unit.

The range in gross income indicates the type of adjustment Carbon
County ranchers must make from year to year.

This county has the most sheep antl is lourth in nurnber of beef
cattle among the counties of Wyoming. Wyoming ranks second in sheep
and thirty-third in cattle numbers arnong the states of the nation. Thus,
Clarbon (lounty is one o[ the nation's learling sheep prorluccrs.

Income cluring the two years comparecl here came largely from the
sale of livestock ancl wool. Sheep ancl wool were more iniportant than
cattle in 1954, but the situation was reversecl in 1959. Much depends
upon relative price levels. Crops, poultry, ancl milk are very minor items
in either year.

On January l, 1960 there were, accor<ling to the state-ferleral agri-
culture statistician, 280,000 heacl oI stock sheep and 73,000 heacl r:attle
on the ranches of Carbon County.

Trencls are shown in Irigure 22 which is a ratio chart allowing direct
comparison with state trencls. It is noticeablc that the trencl in cattle
numbers cluring the immediate postwar periorl (1946-1950) was strongly
upwarrl while that of the state was level or somewhat rlown. Both the
state ancl county climbecl until the beginning of 1954.

Table XIX

INCOME OF FARMS AND RANCHES
CARBON COUNTY, WYOMTNG

t954 AND t959
Source Amount

1954 I 9s9

lcal Sales to

Wholesalers and Retailers

Households

Others

Total local sales

Export Salet

Total Value

Table XVlll

SATES OF MANUFACTURED GOODS
CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING

1954 AND 1959

1954

$ 296,100
'r 8l ,000
285,900

763,000
2,6s3,600

$3,4r6,600

t959

$ 820,300
23 I ,600
s20,600

1,372,500
3,2r5,800

5a les:

Cattle and Calves

Sheep and Lambs

Wool
Field Crops

Other Livestock

Forest Products

Total from sales

Government Payments

Grand Total

$2,647,600
2,480,200
l ,673, I 00

279,300
l 96,600
14,200

7,291 ,000
207,300

$7,498,300

$5, r 37,900
2,344,500
1,039,300

225,300
67,900
I 2,800

8,827,700
630,400

--6t---60-

$4,588,300 $9,458,100
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Figvre 22

TRENDS IN IIVESTOCK NUMBERS

CARBON COUNTY AND STATE OF WYOMING

1946-1960

Figure 23

RANCHES HAVING TETEPHONES, ELECTRICITY, TRUCKS AND TRACTORS

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING

1944,1949, 1954, 1959
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'I'hc 195,1 t[rurrtlr sitrr:rtiorr r':rrrsr:rl lrotlr lo llrll, witlr (lrt'lrort (iottrtty
taking a nruch stccpcr pltrngc tlr:rn tlrc st:rtr'. liollowirrg tlris tlrr'(()ullty
trend was sharply ul)ward. f-his wotrltl suglicst Ilrut tlrt' t:rttlc irrrltrstty
is much more sensitivc to weather changcs in the (()urlty tlurrr irr tltc
state as a whole.

In contrast sheep numbers tcnd to holcl stea(lier in thc couuty thau
in the state. The big post-war dip in sl.rcep trumbers was felt only par-
tially here.

Most oI the ranches in this county are wholly or 1t:rrtially ownecl
by the opcrator. In 1959 the census reportecl that 113 were owned, 140
partially ownecl, 32 operatecl by hire<I managers and l8 rente(I.

Mechanization is high also. Clensus rcports show that 239 ol' the
303 ranchcs ha<l tractors in I959. In fact, they ownecl 8l0 tractors. 'I'wo
hunclred eighty-six ranches orvncrl 655 trucks, ancl 255 of thern owned
401 automobiles. Telephones were in 180 ranch homes and 245 o[ them
owned home freezers.

These items woukl inclicate a fairly prosperous situation on fanns
and ranches of the county. Generally speaking, this is so. The follow-
ing table may be referred to learn that the average ranch in the county
netted $4,100 in 1954 ancl $7,770 in 1959. Since these year-s represent
low and high, they give a fairly goocl picture of the agricultural situa-
tron.

The amount paid for hired labor was lower in 1959 than in 1954,
but othcr expenses have gone up to offset it, as increasecl mechanization
has taken ()ver the chores of the hirecl hancl.

Of immediate concern in the analysis of the local economy are the
markets lor agricultural proclucts, particul:rrly local markets. 'I'hese
are shown in Table XXI.

A consiclerable amount of selling, for instance, is done from one
ranch to another. Most of this exchange is hay ancl livestock. There are
also such things as custom machine work, exr:hange ol. machinery, etc.
In 1954 thc drouth situation heltl inter-ranch exchanges to a fairly Iow
level. It woulcl be expected to be more nearly normal in 1959.

Table XX
AGRICUITURAI INCOME AND EXPENSES

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
t954 AND t959

19s4 I 959

Table XXI
SATES OF AGRICUI-TURAI PRODUCIS

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
1954 AND t959

I 954

Local Sales to:
Manufacturers
Other Ranchers
Transportation and Warehousing
Others

Total local sales

Governmenl Paymenls

Exporl of Products

Total lncome

6,455,500

$7,498,300

Sources: Survey by Author, U. S. Census and ACP Reports.

$ l94,ro0
475,4N
r 38,500
27,500

835,500
207,300

r 959

$ 272,400
I , I 83,200

179,700
35,700

1,671,000

630,400

7,1s6,700

$9,458,1 00

Gross Cash lncome
Operating Expenses
Hired Labor
Net Cash lncome
Average Net Per Farm or Ranch

Sources: U. S, Census of Agriculture
on type of farm cost studies

expense reports, and estimates by this Division basd
by U. S. D. A.
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Sales to manufacturers include sttch thines as milk ancl fat livesto< k.

These sales tend to be someu'hat stable.

Sales to transportation and warehousing are sales to han<llers o[ farllt
protlrrcts which were assigne<l to this catesory becausc they arc primarily
warehorrscs. They take only a small l)art o[ the total in this county.
They operatc on a larger scale in more intensive agricultural areas.

Government payments are not quite the same as the other incomc
figures since they do not represent- Payments, Ior proclucts. .Holvever,
tliey can and do make a consiclcrable contribution to the income ol
ranchers, even though they fluctuate quite clrastically from year to year.

The value of exports reprcsents money receivecl from livestock,
livcstock proclucts, antl wheat shipped to buyers outsirle of the .gynty.
This will- be treated in the next chaPter uncler the heading of "basic
income."

Agriculture contributecl $3,026,500 to ptrsonal income of the county
in 1954 and $3,671,000 in 1959. The local tax load for the two years
was $238,500 and $312,300 respectively. State ancl fetleral tax Payments
amounted to 1i604,400 in 1954 and $721,200 in 1959.

lfransportation

In some respects transportation might be consiclere(l a part of the
commercial rathar than tl're producing sesment of the economy. In the
case of Carbon County, Irowevcr, its' valtre as a Produccr o[ service for
cxport outweighs its value for serving the local sector.

There are two aspects to this Picture that make it so. First is the
main line of tire Union Pacific Railroatl ancl second is the infh.rence o[
Highway 30. In this analysis we havc incltrtletl untler lransportation
only those trucking firms heatlquarteretl_ in the county. Out-of-county
lruckers will be considered along with other trave]ers in assessing basic
income in the next chaPter.

_65-_

$7,498,300
4,471,800
r,670,800
1,355,700

$ 4,loo

$9,4s8,r 00
5,787,100
l,3l 7,800
2,353,200

$ 7,770



Figure 24

RAITROAD EMPTOYMENT AND PAYROI.L

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING

1952-1961

Itt'l'irlrlC XXll rlrt,rrllrIkr:t l()l'tIililsl)()ll-:ttiott sct'vitcs is lrtokr.:tt
rlown by rrlr.ior' <;rtr'13ory <ll (]ust()tner. l,oc:rl salcs arc ttrttlc to ttcttrly
every catcgory ()l (:ustonrcr. f'he most imPortant ones are oil Prodr-rctiotr
and refining, :rgriculture, manufacturing, ancl the variolrs comtnercial
groups.

The export section may be somewhat complicated. It is easy to con-
ceive of the exportation of goods, but not so easy to think in terms of
exporting a service. In this case service is exported by the process of be-
ing performed. Goods placed in a box car or on a truck in Chicago (for
example) and destined for Los Angeles must be taken care o[ as it passes
through Carbon County. Thus, local people perform a service that is
paid for by someone in Chicago. This payment is reflected in the pay-
roll and supply purchases of the carrier.

The reasons for including transportation sold to state arld fecleral
government travelers, oil r,vell clrilling firms, and mineral exploration
are more fully discussed in the follor,ving chapter. Suffice it that the
money spent by tl-rese agencies is considerecl.to be new monev to the com-
munity. Thus, sales to them are considererl sales for outside money.

The major expenditure of thc transportation sector p;oes for per-
sonal services. In 1954 this arlounted to $5,864,400 ancl in 1959 to
$5,355,900. Nlost of it 'lvas in the form of payroll.

In addition this activity paicl out $302,600 to local governments and
$243,100 to state ancl federal governments in the former year. The
1959 payments amounred to $281,500 and $204,800 respectively.

Table XXll
SAI-ES OF TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
1954 AND I959

1954 I 959

Local Saler to:
Oil Refinery
Oil and Gas Produclion
Manufacturing
Agricu lture
Reta i lers
Wholesalers
Construction Firms
Private Households
Others

Total local sales

Export Sales to:
State and Federal Government
Travelers
Oil Well Drilling Firms
Mineral Exploration Firms
Others

Tolal export saler

All Sales $7,26O,4Oa

Sources: Estimates prepared by Author based on survey work,

Hundreds of
Persons

14

12

l0

rt

1952
I

Source: Union Pacific Raihoad

Millions of
Dollars

6

7

I

5

t

3

2

0

IrI6

4

2

0
r953 1954 1955 1956 r957 1958 i959 1960 l96l
Employment X Payroll

$ l,487,500
959,800
320,200
s5,200

r 80,s00
59,400
49,700

I 58,200
64,300

3,364,800

2,400
I 94,500
34,700

0
3,664,000

3,89s,500

$.I,584,700
1,062,000

430,000
616,800
251,700
47,700
70,500

202,400
76,400

4,342,200

s,000
232,200

20,400
25,200

2,O28,300

2,309,r 00

In addition to the railroad ancl trucks, air and pipeline transporta-
tion are included. Ffowever, these two contribute very little iir the
way of basic income since they mainrain facilities largeiy to serve the
local economy.

The Union Pacific has served as an important source of income to
the county since its establishment. In recEnt years there has been a
decline in employment ancl payrolls, although 'payrolls have nor gone
down as fast as employment (Figure 24).

In 1954 Rawlins was serving as the heaclquarters terminal for at
least one major trucking company. This had ihanged in 1959 and is
reflected in lower values in that vear also.

-67 -
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Since this catcgory inr:ltrclcs warclrousirrg wlti<:lr t:ovcts Irrrrrtllcrs ol
farm produ615-1hs1e werc sontc pur'<:h:tscs ttt:ttlc l'rotrr :lgri(:tlll.tllc in
these years.

Construction

Figure 25

AVERAGE YEARTY EMPTOYMENT AND TOTAT PAYROTI FOR THE
CONSTRUCIION INDUSTRY

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
I950-I960The construction industry was at quite a low ebb in 1954. Total

value of contracts was $4,767,500 and most of that was for home and
local business construction.

In 1959 the picture was quite different; the gross was $12,313,700
and over half of it was heavy ionstruction. Highway construction, paid
for by the state and fecleral sovernments, amounted to $2,240,500 and
non-governmental heavy consiruction amounted to $4,251,000. Part ol
the latter was heavy earth moving for uranium companies. The remain-
der of the construction activity, or $5,822,200 worth, was similar to the'
1954 activity.

There are several heavy construction contractors with headquarters
in the county. The only contracts held by them ancl consiclered in this
analysis are the ones performed in the county or in an immediately
adjoining area, where the payroll,, purchases, etc., are reflectecl in the
county. Heavy contractors from other areas but operating in the county
are countecl in this stucly also.

The proportion of gross reflectecl in personal income was greater
in 1954 n,hen the figure was $2,123,200 than in 1959 when it was $3,190,-
800. This is to be expected on the basis of the type of operation. Heavy
construction depends more upon equipment ancl less upon direct human
labor than cloes building construction.

Taxes paicl to local government, on the other hand, were 8.7 times
as great in1959 ($44,300) as in 1954 ($5,tOO; reflectins again the influ-
ence of heavy machinery. Taxes paid to state and federal government
increased in about the same ptoportion as the gross business increased.

Subcontracting is an important part of the contractine picture. In
I954 there were $525,300 of subcontracts let or l1 percent o[ the gross
and in 1959 subcontracting amounted to about l0 percent of the total
for the industry or $1,211,100.

As indicated previously, 1954 was one of the low years in construc-
tion activity, being only sliehtly above the lowest in recent years (1955).
On the other hand, 1959 was a high year. It was exceeded in employ-
ment by 1953 but the total payroll for 1959 was much higher. These
comparisons may be seen by referring to Figure 25. The construc[ion
r:ndustry is a fairly irregr.rlar one from year to year. In 1958, 1959, and
1960 highway construction helped to stabilize the industry. Average pay
per worker has been much higher since I956 than it was before that time.
The increase has been most significant in very recent years.

Not only is consruction a variable employer from year to year, it
also varies considerably from month to month with employment in
high months of the summer over twice that of the low winter months
(Figure 26).

-68-
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This tendency to increase and clecrease employment from month to
month ancl from vear to year, puts considerable strain on an economy.
This is particularly so rvhen construction becomes a malor source of
basic income. In that case the economy must be adept at putline in and
letting out its belt or it must look for more diversification in its economy
to take off some of the stresses that occur.

Carbon County is fairly vulnerable on this point. Whenever con-
struction is going heavily, employment ancl payroll are high anrl the
businessman prospers. When construction falls off, as it can easilv do
from one yeai to ihe next, the impact of this loss is felt also. Both high-
way construction and the use of construction contractors for exploration
and development of uranium properties are becoming important to this
in(lustrv and both activities are "boom-bust" types.

Construction money is goocl money and certainly wouldn't be passed
up, even if it were possible. Flou,ever, it is not the type of aCtivity,
from which a good economic base can bc expectcd.

Commercial Sector

Carbon County has one major tracling center and several small ones
scattered about the county. Rawlins receives about three-fourths of the
trade in the county.l

I Based on 1958 Cehsus of Business.
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Figure 28

TRENDS IN RETAIT SATES

CARBON COUNTY, STATE OF WYOMING, AND THE UNITED STATES

1948-1960

Mrllions of Dollars
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Figvrc 29

COMPARISON OF RETAIT SATES IN CURRENT AND CONSTANT DOIIARS

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING

t948-t950
UNITED STATES
tt
I

Millions
I 00,000 25

24

23

22

21

20

19

l8

17

16

I

I

I

I

900
800

700

600

500

400

300

200 .

100
90
BO

70

60

50

40

30

20 
1

I \

I \

IWYOMING ,/ \
/ \ t

/

/ \ /

/ \ /

rtl
Saies in Current Dollarltr

/ \

/
\ /

\ / \

/ / \ / Y
Sales in Corrstanl Dollars

\ /

-
1948 49 50 5l 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60

0

CARBON COUNTY

t0 tt
Sources: U. S. Departmeyrt of Commerce, Annual Retail Sales Report and fnformationBulletin No. 1, Division of Business and Economic Research, Univercity of Wyo-

ming.

944 1949 1950 l95t 't952 1953 't954 1955 1956 1957 t958 1959 l960



fable XXlll
SATES OF RETAII. SIORES BY IINE

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
1954

.Amount

Table XXIV
NUMBER OF RETAIT STORES, EMPTOYMENT, AND GROSS SATES

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
1954

Owners &Line of Merchandise

Automobiles, gasoline, and aulo supplies
Groceries, meats, and related items

Alcohol beverages

Clothing and dry goods
Prepared meals

Drugs and relaled items
Furniture and appliances
Hardware
Building materlals
Ranch supplies
Coal, oil, bottled gas, and other fuel
Sporting goods
Toys and novelties
Household goods
Tobacco and smoking supplies
Jewelry
Flowers and related items
Books and miscellaenous other

Total sales at retail
Sales at wholesale
Sales of services

Total gross sales of retailers

Per Cent
Total
G rort
5.r lcr

5,257 ,100
3,436,900
2,993,700
) ,57 4,'t O0

829,700

r,363,700
t,l 88,600

437,O00

1,639,200

st

55 Subtotal automotive
54 Food stores

53 General merchandise

Bars

Cafes

58 Eat and drink subtotal 59

52 Building Material, hardware
and farm implement 20

56 Clolhing and dry goods 15

57 Furniture and appliances 4

59 All other 53

Hired Workers
Number Payroll

aa

l0r

178

72

112

50

169

158,770

I I 1,830

30,840
1 60,430

2,635,300
2,621 ,800

554,820
r 86,1 00
292,410
'r 8 r ,980
314,820

496,800 2,403,800

No. of
Firms

Family
Workers$ 5,l6l,loo

4,968,300
1,800,900

I ,619,300
834,900
687,000
629,OOO

550,400
s22,300
256,500
194,700
r 46,000
1 I 0,400
r 03,000
93,600

86,1 00
48,700

20,600

27.57
26.54

9.62

8.65

4.46
3.67

3.36

2.94
2.79
1.37
'1.04

.78

.59

.55

.50

.46
.26

.l I

Code

Automotive
Service stations

14

44

23

58

',650

70
287
267

23

24

28

3I

8l
41

30

34

39

219

40

46

l0
69

73

l8
26

5

84

17,832,700
512,900
374,400

$ r 8,720,000

Source: Survey by Author.

In view of the above line distribution it is not su
motive dealers and stores and service stations had the
any types of retailers, followed by lood srores.

Other lines of importance inclutled alcoholic beverages, clothing and
dry goods, prepared food, clrugs and sundries, furniture and appliances,
hardware, and building materials.

Total 256 358 746 1,992,000 18,720,000

Source; Survey by Author

I{etailers paid to the inclividual household sector of the econonty
.$3,287,000 in 1954 and $4,183,900 in 1959. These conributions wcrc
made up as [o]lows:

Payrotts sr,i?ti,ooo sz,L'di,ooo
Net income to local proprietors 593,600 7lO,9O0
Uncollectable accounts receivable 61 ,4O0 73,500
Trade-in values 640,000 8l 7,500

Toiat F328rp00 $a,r e3po0

Taxes paid locally amounted to 18329,900 in 1954 and $432,200 in
1959. State ancl fecleral taxes amolrnted to $462,800 in the formcr yc:rr
and $552,600 in the latter.

Referring again to Table XXIII, it is seen that 4.74 percent of tlrc
business of retailers r,\''as not retailins at all but wholesaling an(l salcs
of service. Actually these amounts are small compared to the situati0tt
in other sections of the state.

Just as retailers clo not stick strictly to retailing wc fincl service {inlls
who retail and manufacturers who clo so also.

Wholesale Trade

Rawlins wholesalers have a fairly limited market. The bulk ol
their business is with retailers in the county, although they have a fairly

rprising
largest

2.74
2.00

r 00.00

that auto-
volume of

The place occupied by general merchandise stores is interesting
also. These stores sell heavily in the €irocery line as well as clothing,
hardware, auto supplies, etc.

Eating and drinking places were next in importance followed by
building, hardware ancl farm implement stores, clothing and dry goods
stores, and furniture and appliance stores.

In 1954 retail stores furnishecl employment for 1,104 people, 358
of whom were proprietors and their family workers and 746 were hired
workers. In 1959 the number of stores was about the same as well
as the number of proprietors and family workers. The number of hired
workers had increased, however, to an average of 808.
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lalgc v<lltrlrre of s:tlcs otttsitlc oI tltt'(()tltlt\' lxrtttttllrty. 'l ltis lvlrt 1r:rtlit
ularly true in 1954.

In 1959 there wars :t clecrease in wholcs:rling by wholcsrtltr Iit.ttrs, ex-
cept for bulk clealers, from the 1954 level. Ilulk tlealers int:rcase<l thcir
saies, due partially to the increase in construction, but also to thc general
improvembnt in the economy. l{easons for the tlecline in othcr <:ategorics
may ne related to morc aggressive activity on the Part ()l tlon-local
wholesalers in this area.

Table XXVI
NUMBER OF SERVICE FIRMS, EMPTOYMENT AND GROSS SATES

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
I954

T

I
In 1954 there were adclitional sales at wholesale of $512,900

tailers and $661,600 of wholesale sales by manufacturers. Total
sale sales for the area, therefore, amounted to $6,697,500.

Table XXV
SATES BY WHOTESAIE FIRMS*
CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING

1954 and t959

Dealers

IO
165.2

2,805. I
827.0

1954
All

Others

II
't69.8

2,717.9

Total

21
335.0

5,523.0

Dealers

I 959

Ail
Others

'I I
158.6

2,105.4

by re-
whole-

Total

25
499.0

5,433.2

Standard
lndustrial
Code
Number Type of Firm

70 Lodging places 53
72 Personal services 33
73 Business services 2
75 Aulo repair 19
76 Miscellaneous repair 33
78 Motion pictures 7
79 Recreation services 9
80 Medical and other health** 23
8l Legal services 14
89 Miscellaneous services 12

Total

Average Employment

Owners & Hired Employees

Number Family Number Payroll*

96
45

I
20
39

9
I

24
17
t2

I I8
82
6

20
'16

3l
l8

r06
10
70

283.6
172.8

r 8.o
58.8
51.5
38.4

3.9
206.9

14.6
244.7

1,o93.2

Businettt

921.2
541 .6
31.5

519.2
332.5
238.7
41.3

714.9
210.6

1,424.1

4,975.6
7 54.2

In 1959 retailers wholesaled $665,900 worth of goocls an(l manu-
facturers wholesalccl $888,500 worth. Total r,r,holesale sales wcre thus
$6,987,600 for the year.

In 1954 wholesaling contribute(l $628,800 to personal incoure of the
area, $335,000 of which was in payrolls. The 1959 contribution was

$774,900, with payrolls making up $499,000 of it.

Since the federal state p;asoline tax is rernittecl by wholesalcrs, the
contribution by this group to taxes is very high in relation to gross
business. Gasoline taxes are shown scParately in Table XXV. \\rhole-
salers also pay about $101,000 annually to local govcrnments'

Services

There were approximately 200 service firms operating in Car-
bon County in I959-compared to 205 in 1954. Gross business in 1959
amounted to .$6,017,500 and in 1954 to $4,975,600.

The clistribution of firms is shown in T:rble XXVI. In the live year
period a few more loclging Places camc into existence an(l Lew of the
Lersonal and repair services went out of business. Otherwise the dis-
tribution remain'e.l about the same. In 1954 there were 749 pcople work-
ing in the service indtrstry. The 477 l-rirctl persons drew .$1,093,200 in
payroll.

205 272 477
Less sales of commodities

Tolal service sales by service firms

BulkBulk

4,221.4

* (000).
i'*Includes the county hospital.
Source: Survey by author.

The total number of persons was not greatly different in 1959.
There were a few less owners and a few more hirecl workers. The 520
hired workers drew .$1,293,200 in payroll.

Total contribution of the industry to personal income in 1954 was
$2,684,100, an average of $2,300 for hired workers and 95,800 for owner
operators,

In 1959 the total was $3,109,800, for an avera€ie of about 92,500 for
the hirecl workers ancl about 1t,7,100 for the owner operators.

Service firms paid $137,500 in local taxes in 1959 compared to
$208,500 in 1954. Thedecrease was due to a shift in the types of service.
For instance the county hospital increased its business ancl employment,
yet pays no taxes; whereas, some of the types that went out of business
were tax Payers.

Finance

Bank cleposits are gencrally regarded as goorl irrrlicators of economic
growth. Thc trenrls shown in l"ipltrre 30 intlirate thlrt Carbon County
stayed fairly well in line with state trencls until the end of World War II.
Since that time there has been somewhat of a leveling off in the county
deposits, when compared to thc state-wide tren(I.

This has been due to fluctuations in both tirne ancl rlemand deposits.
Savings accounts make up only a small part of the total deposits in
county banks (Figure 31). The most influence is wielclecl, therefore, by
demand deposits.

-77 -

Number firms
Payrol I

Gross business
Federal and state tax

t4
340.4

3,327.8
1 ,l 09.3

Source: Estimates by author based on survey
*(000) on dollar values.
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Figure 32

SAI.ES OF U. S. SAVINGS BONDS

CARBON COUNTY AND STATE OF WYOMING

1946-1960

Arrotlrr,r'grxxl irrtlir':rtor'ol brrsirtcss <:ottrlit.ions is to bc Iirrrrr<l itt tl:rtrt
on lo:rrrs ;rrrtl tlist orrrrts. r\plxrrcntly tlrc rIcnurtrrl lilr rrrorrcy luts bctltt
incrcasirrs Irrirly t:orrsistcntly during the post-war perio(l. Since s:tvitrgs
have bcerr dccrcasing or at best holding stcacly, other cleposits are ob-
viously carrying a large share of the loan load.

Another indication of the tendency for the people of the county
to save less than would be expected is the comparative purchases of U. S.

Savings Bonds. The state-wicle trend on this item has been down for
most of the post-war periocl. In Carbon County the downward trend is
much more pronounced. (Figure 32).

The significance of these trends lies in their influence on available
local capital and depenclence of the county upon outside funds for grolvth
and development. Unfortunately we do not have, at this time, data on
holdings of stocks ancl bonds. The rccent uranium developments may
also be using local capital. Available information inclicates that Carbon
County will be heavily clependent r.rpon outsicle capital for any extensive
development.

In 1954 there were 91 people working in finance, insurance, and
real estate in this county. Sixty-four oI them n'erc hired and drew
$229,500 in payroll. The total contribution to personal income amounted
to $801,400. In addition, these companies paid out $35,200 in local
taxes ancl $45,900 in state ancl federal taxes.

Thousands,
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In 1959, hired employment reached 72 with a
Total contribution to personal income rose to $9
were $40,800 and state and fedcral taxes $i[8,500.

payroll of $304,100.
20,500. Local taxes

\
\

\\
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Source: U. S. Savings Bond Director, Treasury Department.

Utilities (Electric, gas, water, and sanitary services)

Over half of the income of utilities companies comes from sales to
the refinery, oil, other minerals, and manufacturing industries and one-
third frorr sales to households.

Sales are made. of course, to every se€iment of the economy.

Most of the people r&'orkins in this area are hired employees. There
were only two owners reported in 1954. 'Ihat year 64 persons made a liv-
ing from the industry. They received .$265,800 in payroll. The total
income of persons was $312,200.

Taxes paid to local government amoLlnted to $44,400 and to state
and federal government $46,600.

In 1959 personal income from the inclustry was $371,000, local taxes
were $52,800, and state-fecleral taxes $55,400.

Gross income for the two years was $3,175,300 (I954) and .$3,791,900
(1959). In addition, local government soid $214,000 of water, sewer, and
garbage services in I954 and $250,000 worth in 1959.
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Communication

comm.nicati.ns is a_nothe-r.inrt,stry whcrc n]()st l)c()l)lo workilre init are,Iired 
'e11ployges. 

In 1954 there werc g3 pcople cirrlrkryc,l. i.lr"
payroll was .$273,000 ancl total rerurn to pe.s,rril iricome i,as'g273,g00.

Taxes pai<l locally amotrnrerl to $47,000 ancl ro stare ancl fcrleral
governments $26,600. (iross for the year rvas $514, I00.

In 1959 cornmunicarions grossetl $642,200, pairr our g340,700 t. in-
dividuals, $58,700 in local taxis an<l rq33, 100 in'state and fccleral taxes.

Thc trenrl in nrrrnber o[ telel;rr.rres in .se is an interesting inclica-
:i"" 3t cronomic gron'tlr. elth,rrsh. it 

-bears littlr rcl:rrionrl,i1, io"lroputr_lron trenrls. l'lrc nrrnrber,r tere;lrr,ncs harl inr.reascrl 'mrrcli inorerapidly than populati,r.i, rn.st plarcs. I-rom the tre,ds shown i, Fig-
ure 33 we mily sce rr lairlr closc cbrrelution bctrveen this cotrnrv antl th"e
state as a whole. This is bornc orrt in some.l the Prc'iorrs c,rirp"rirons
also.

Figure 33
NUMBER OF TETEPHONES IN USE

CARBON COUNTY AND STATE OF WYOMING
1946-1964

Thousands
200

100
90
80

70

60

IIIIII
II

III
z

IIu
-

III
II

Rent is coller:tcrl [rr.r_ e''ery segment o[ thc c(.ono.y. In 1954 a[otal of $672,800 was so crilecretr or-r,l'ir, r959 the amounr *u, $szg,goo.Personal incomc amounrecl to $246,500 in the forme. ,"J S:0i,SOO in tne
lat1eL.year. I o<:al taxcs are <lrrite high for this ,.g*.,.,r,'LLi".e $O+,SOOin 1954 and 978,900 in 1g59. t)n thc'other hantl ri],r. o.,t fu,lL'.nl to*.,
are fairly low (Iii19.400 anrl g23,800).

Rentals

THE GOVERNMENT SECTOR
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rrlrrrlrIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIILocal Government

covernment:rl rrrits in this scg.rent inclrr<lc .ne r:itv, sevcral towns,
school clisricts, counry, ancl spcciai'rristricts. Local sove;;;"" are tiedclosely to thc local er:onorny, -since b.th trre p.o1i. ir ;;;;;; ancl irs
revenue are alsr> closely relaterl t.o it.

The various sources of revenue are shor.vn in -I'able xxvll. About
one-thircl of it comes from the state and ferleral guu".rrrr*r,ir. o,t-,..important sources -incl.<le thc .il ancl refiuing iil.r,,rt.l, ,gii.,,ttr.",
transportation, tracle, anrl personal householtls. '

Most of thesc sources increasecl the rer,enne <:or-rtributir>, between
1954 anrl 1959. TransP,rrarion. was nor one o[ them. This is parriallydue to certain cconomies.practice<r. by the rairroacls ,,"a i.ir.ilrg com-
1>anies, wlri< h resrrltetl irr lt,ss t.xabie l>rolrt,rtv in tlre .r,,,-ray.

A large p:rrt of the rnoney coilectetr by rocal governments is sPent
9lr^r3irli.J ancl wages. This am.trnt in 1954 rvas.$i342,200;,1 in Ig59
$ r,656,700.
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rable XXVII
DIRECT SOURCES OF TAXES AND OIHER REVENUES, TOCAT

GOVERNMENT
CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING

1954 and 1959

Industry Source 1954

Table XXVlll
DIRECT SOURCES OF STATE AND FEDERAT GOVERNMENT REVENUE

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
1954 and 1959

lndustry Source I 954 I 959

Oil and refining
Other minerals
Ma n uf actu ring
Agricu Itu re
Transportalion
Communicaiions
Utilities
Reiail Trade
Service Trades
Finance, insurance, and real estaie
Wholesa le
Renta I s

Constructicn
Households
Sfate and {ederal qovernment*
Mineral exploration and well drilling

Total

$ 375,900
58,300
r 3,1 00

238,s00
302,600

47,OOO
44,400

329,900
208,500

35,200
r 04,000
64,500

5,1 00
267,800
971,500

2,300

$ 628,100
I 6,500
17,600

3 r 2,300
28 r ,500

58,700
52,800

432,200
1 37,500
40,800

104,000
78,900
44,300

432,600
1,226,300

93,500

t959

$3,867,600

$ 936,900
249,800
43r,900
604,400
243,100
137,200
462,800

r,060,400
3,217*,800

208,400

$ r ,094,400't07,500

580,000
721 ,200
204,800
l 64,300
552,600

1,329,400
4,116,700

699,1 00
29r,1 00

$9,73s, l 00

Refining and oil production
Other minerals
Manufacturi ng
Agricu ltu re
Transportation and Storage
Services and finance
Retail trade
Wholesale trade
Households
Mineral exploration
All others

Tota I

*Incrudes welfare payments, vatious allotments made for schcol purposes, road construction
money, etc.

sources: survey plus records of various agencies, census reports on expenditures, and the
state examiner.

State and Fecleral

Statc ancl fcrleral money is so rlnrenninElcd that it is impossiblc to
separatc so far as tlte local econolny is concernctl.

- There is-r,ery little correlation betr,r,cen the amounI of money spent
by state and federal government in a partictrlar area an(l thc amount of
taxes collccted in that area. For tlris reason we trcat taxes collecte<l as
a leakagc from tl're cconomy an(l money spent as basic income. These
factors will be explaincd in the following chaprer.

In Table XXVIII the variotrs solrrces of rcvenuc are shown. IJecause
oj thc- heavy depen_<lenr:e oI thc fccleral sovernment upon incomc tax
the private household scctor is nilturally the heaviest conrriburor. Whole-
sale tra(lc inclucles the collecion of sasolinc and other petroleum pro(l-
ucts taxes for both state an(l feclcral government to make-it next hcaviest.
The refinin$ and oil production sector pays raxes ancl royalties to gov-
ernment. Other minerals do tlre same, but the royalty figrrre is mtrch less
important.

Manufacturing pays largely taxes. Asriculture pays taxes, grazing
fees an<l lease payments to thc government,s.

For the rest of the group taxcs make up the bulk of payments, with
payroll and othe-r taxes connected with employment aciounrins for a
large portion and sales and use taxes most of- the rest.

_-84-

State anrl [ecleral sovcrnment make their contributiolls to the ](x:itl
C(:onomy through poyirr"r-rtr to agricttlttrre, c()llstrtlction contracts, atttl
payrolls.

In this t:haptcr an attcmPt has bccn macle to give a-de-scription ol
thc present rlay cconorny. The next chltPte1. u,ill itl)Proach the econolny
lrorn a clilfereirt anglc in or(ler to allaltze it antl fint[ out what makcs
ir tick.

$7,s52,700

*Small amount included with other minerals-
Source: Survey by author plus records of various agencies.

$3,068,600
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I
CHAPTER VI

An Analysis of the Carbon County Economy

In the chapter immecliately prececline this onc certain intlustries
that arc generally consideretl to be basic and others that arc consiclered
secondary hzrve been cliscussecl. ln this chapter this concept will be built
upon, but the talk will be in terms of income ancl its flow rathcr than
incl rrstrics.

There was a tinre in American history when small economics wcre
quite sclf-strfficient, but that situation changecl long ago. Toclay the
small American economy must cxport in order to live. Thcse cxports
can bc goorls or services. It rloesn't ilratter whether they are shippetl or
peol;le come an<l get them. What cloes matter is that a continual flow
of new money into the cconomy mr,rst be m:rintainecl.

This new money can be designated as "basic" income. F<lr thc rnost
part basic industries producc basic income. However, as inclicatecl pre-
viously, even these incltrstries have local markets. On the other hand,
much basic income comcs from visitors to the economv who leave money
with thc local merchants.

Basic Income of Carbon County

Carbon Cotrnty gets about half of its basic inconrc lrom the cxport
oI 1;ctroleurn protlucts. Otl-rer major sorlrces inr:luclc asriculturc, trav-
clers ancl truckers, activities o[ state and fccleral government, rnanrr-
far:turing, transportation, mining, constnlction, ont-of-cotrnty trarle, ex-
1;loration for minerals, ancl transfer payments of vari<lus kincls.

Thcse solrrces arc sltown in Table XXIX, in which l954 anrl 1959
arc ('ompared. In 19114 total basic incomc for the county was $50,651,400
ancl in 1959 it was 963,909,000.

Ijrom this table may be secn many of thc ciranges that occurred in
the cconomy clurine the comparatively short periocl of five ycars. Cer-
tain inclustries such as oil production ancl refining, agriculture, travelers
antl truckers, manufacturins, ancl tratle arca sales harl a healthy growth
and provicled a firm basis for the economy.

Governmental activity, 'rvhich is ah,vays clifficult to forecast, chirnged
quite drastically betwcen these years. Nlost oI the changc was clue
tlirectly to construction of the interstate highwav.

Another major change was connectecl with happenings in thc min-
erals inrlustry. I-oss of the railroad market for coal cut the value of
mincrals produced. Rise of the uranium in(lustry resulted in a large
expencliture for mineral exploration ancl contributecl to the increase in

-86-

Irc;rvy <ottslttt(ti()ll. 'l'llt'st: Illitrqs wt't't: tlist:ttssctl irr tlctlril irr t.lrt'ptc-
viclrts t:ltltltter.

The reason for the drop in traDspot'tation basic itrt:otlre r,vas rtlso

tliscrrssetl previously. Summa'rizetl, it liatl to tlo with thc rlicst'liz:rtion

.,f ,n. raifroads ancl loss of some of the trucking industry'

out-of-county wholesaling also dropped. some reasons for this werc

discussed previouslY also.

Oil well tlrilling activity varies from year to.year' This type of

acrivity can be said ro be "go'orl" while it lasis, but ii cannot.be countetl

;p;; i" a county like Carbln where there is no major supply center'

The other income category includes income from investmcnts, in-

surance payments, retiremJnt'funcls, ancl other sources of personal

income. To an extent these funds tencl trl increase as employment in
the area increases.

overall, there was a change <-rf 5i13.3 millions between the low year

of lg54 ancl the high one of rb'Sg. This represents a chatrst o[ one-fifth
io o""-fo"r,h in th? basic income o[ the aria. Recor.ls indicate tl-rat this

is a maximum for recent Years.

Leakage

Some people seerr to thirrk lhzrt money r:on inucs.to flor.r' about itl
tlre cjco""riry f'or months alter it is irttrotlticc<I. This is true llationally
ancl may be true even in a l'airly well integratetl sm:rller economy..It
clcfinitciy is not t^re i, Carbrin (i<tu,ty, tt.r any 'tlter 

\\'ryorning

cconomy.

A moments reflection will shtx,v why this is so. Fit'st oI all, r'ery few

srnall economies havc enough v<llume t() stll)l)ol't :r sizcable lvholesale

Table XXIX
SOURCES OF BASIC INCOME

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
1954 and 1959

I 954Source

Oil and gas production and re{ining
Agriculture (stock raising)
Travelers and truckers
Expenditures of state and federal governmenl
Manufacluring
Transportation
Out-of-county trade area shoppers
Heavy construction (non-government)
Mining
Wholesaling
Oil well drilling exoenditures
A4ineral exploration expenditures
Cther income of residents

$2s,2 I 5,800
6,455,500
4,567,700
2,577,300
2,653,600
3,664,000
r,897,300

545,000
1,0 r7,000
1,078,900

371,400
-o-

607,900

$27,796,400
7 ,156,700
5,452,300
7,630,900
3,21 5,800
2,028,300
3,020,500
4,25t,000

3 r 3,500
439,300
219,100

1,392,600
992,600

I 959

-87--

f

$50,65 r ,400 $63,909,000
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Heavy construction can be analyzed by the construction column and
other personal income by the household column. Mineral exploratiorl
and oil well drilling and exploration outfits spend money with many
of the businesses in the county and each of these dollars has an effect
depending upon where it is spent. The largest contribution, of course,
is in the form of payrolls.

The data from Tables XXX and XXXI become business and incomc
multipliers when needecl to determine the overall benefits of the various
sources of basic income such as is done in the Tables XXXII and
XXXIII ancl subsequent analvsis.

These tables show the actual workings of the economy during these
two quite dissimilar years. One factor that is strikingly apparent im-
mediately is that there was a difference of $28,640,200 in total income of
the county between 1954 and 1959.

A comparison of the two tables shows where the changes occurred.
The petroleum industry increased by .$2.5 million in value of export and
its multiplier effect for each of these dollars rvas about the same result-
ing in an increase of about .$2.0 million in induced business and $3.0
million of total induced income.

Loss of the coal market hit the mining economy hard, with a loss
of $700 thousand in export value. However, the expenditure pattern of
employees changed somewhat and the multiplier effect in 1959 was
higher than in 1954, so that the loss of inducecl income $/as not propor-
tionately as great.

Value of manufactured goocls exported from the-county was up by
about $0.5 million and inducecl income increasecl proportionately, since
the multipliers remaine<l about the same.

Agricultural income increased and value exportec[ was up by about
$700 thousand. As was inclicated in the analysis in the previous chapter,
the increase in net income per ranch was substantial. This threw more
money to the farm household ancl is reflected in larger multipliers per
dollar o[ export. Insteacl of an expected increase (assuming I954 multi-
plier) of $848 thousancl in induced business the increase amounted to
$1,909 thousand. Instead of an increase of $1,447 thousand in overall
induccd income, the increase amounted to $2,850 thousand.

This brings up an important point. In an inclustry with high fixecl
costs such as agriculture, major changes in gross income must necessarily
be reflectecl in net income to a much larger extent than would be true
with an industry where costs can be adjusted to income. This is why,
in an area where a large proportion of income- comes from farming and
ranching, the local merchant feels the impact of changes in agricultural
income quite drastically.

To return to the changes in Carbon County, transportation clropped
its conribution to basic income by $1,635,700 or a clecrease of 44.6
pcrccnt. This was analyzetl in the previous chapter and was rlue to
<'lr:urges irr both th<: r:rilroarl anrl trrr<:king industries. It is important to
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T n()t(' lllrt t ltrorrglr lt rrr kcrs r,r,lto lurvc tro lxrst's irr t lrr' ( ()lrnly iu (' tt(tl
irr< lrrrlt'rl irr t lris ( :rt(',1()r'y.

I-ltc rrrrrltil.rlicl cllctt pcr <lolllrr <lirl rrot clr:rrr13t'rrrurlr sirr<t'lltc
cxpcntlitulc pilttcrn oI the inrltrstry rcrrlincrl :rlrorrl tlrt's:rrrrt',;rttrl
inclucecl business arrrl other income tlcr:r'cusctl irr :rlxrrrt I lrc t'x;rt'r lctl
amounts. This industry has a high nrtrltiplicr; lrcnct', its t'l lr'<t (,n tlr('
overall economy is mtrch greater th:,rn lor somc irrrltrslr'it's. 'l lrt: :rnr()unl
of overall inducecl income lost from this ch:rngc wrrs $3,it'11),1XX), rvitlr
lost business makins up $1,825,600 of it.

As an offset, .shoppers from outsidc of Carbon (iorrrrty, (lrrrrbrrlrly
due to the establishment of Jeffery City nearby in lircrnont (iorrrrty)
increzrsed their purchascs by $1,123,200 or by 59.2 per ccnt. .\t tlrc s:rrrrr'
time there was a shift in buying patterns of retailers. This wirs tlisr rrsst'rl
in thc previous chapter also. Except f.or wholesaling of gasoline, whiclr
increasecl in line with increased heavy construction, wholes:rling irr tlrt'
county took a nose divc. This meant that r"etailers were goinu orrtsitlr: ol
the economy for supplies to a greater cxtent than had been thc case; llrt'
restrlt was a lower multiplier effect.

If the multiplier hacl not changecl, the increase in intluccd busint'ss
would have been $699,080 instead of the actual increase of $495,1XX).
Total inclucecl income woulcl have increased by .$I,116,900 instc:rrl ol
$8r 5,600.

The decrease notc(l previously in non-gasoline wholesalinp; was lt:-
flc<:tetl in sales outsirle of the county also. A rlecrease of $639,600 or
59.3 pcrcent occurrerl in out-of-county sales. Since gasoline bulk 1->l:rrrts
Irave bccn includecl with wholesalers and have a tendcncy to buy srrp-
plies from the local refinery, and since this part of wholesaling actulrlly
increased, the multiplier effect per clollar of basic income introclu<:crl lry
tl.ris inclustry increased slightly. As a result, the loss in inclucecl inrrrrnc
was not quite so large as it might have been.

One of the mosl important changes taking place in the (]rrllrorr
County economy was the trcmendous increase in construction whi<:lr w:rs
paitl for by [inancial sorlr('cs outsitle ol thc county. Thc incrt'rrst' irr
money left in the economy and paicl for from non-goverunental sorrlr:r's
amounted to $3,706,000. In aclclition. there was highway cons[mcti()n
paid {or by governmcnt which left $2,240,500. These are treated s('l)-
arately in Table XXXIII, but they have the same relative impact orr
induce<I income. Privately financed construction produced an incrcrrst:
of $1,906,800 in inducecl business and publicly financed constructi()n
increased it by $1,262,900 for a total of $3,169,700 worth of induced brrsi-
ness cnjoyed by the economy due to the construction industry.

This much of a chanse in an inclustry brings certain chanp;es in tht:
rnultiplier effect. This is especially true if, as in this case, the charactcr'
of the industry changes. Whereas in 1954 construction was concentrat(:(l
on building, in 1959 the concentration was on heavy construction.

If the 1954 multiplier had applied in 1959, non-governmental corr-
struction would have created $3,328,700 of additional business arrrl
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.$(;,1 13,000 o[ totitl intrrttc. Sirr<t' tlrc rlrtrltilrlicr rlcoc:rst'rl tlrt'st' ligrrlt's
werc only .!i1,906,800 anrl $3,3ti0,1(X) rcspcr tir.,cly- (iovr.r'rrrrrt.rrrrrl corr-
struction would havc a<ltlctl jt, 1,9U0,000 to intlrrcctl brrsincss :rrrrl $il,(i3(i,it0o
to total induced income instc.lrrl o[ thc a<:tual of gl,2(;2,!XX) rrrrtl ]i'2,21 l,lXX).

Highway construction was also responsible for the int:r'e:rscrl s()vcrrr
ment payrolls. The adclitional $2,228, 100, which represents an irrtrcase
of 1.6 times, increased busincss bv $2,346,800 ancl overall inclucecl incomc
by $3,023,300. The multiplier effe.t per dollar of basic incomc rlirl not
change very much for this item.

State and federal payments to local government incrcased also clur-
ing tltis period, as did tlre inrlucr:<l income prorlrrcerl. A small charrse in
the multiplier effect per dollar is noticed here also.

Othcr contributions by state ancl federal sovernmcnt incltrdc pay-
ments made to farmers :rnrl ranchers and local purchascs of gootls and
scrvices. The change between I954 ancl 1959 wai rlue almosr entirely to
largcr farm payments. f'he elfect of this can be cletermined by rtrnning
thc value of the payment through the ap;ricultural column in Table
XXXI.

Travelers and truckers rnarle rnaior contributionij to thc economy
in both years. The distribution o[ travelers sales is shown in Figure 34.
Truckers spend all of their moncv in the retail caregory. It is bbvious
that this is primarily a bridgc county arid that rnoit money is being
spcnt with retailers. \Arhen trat,elers slorv donn they spend a larger
ProPortion on services.

Thc importance of this f:rr:t-or lies in the fact the rctailers naturally
havc to have supplies anrl that in an economy such as (larbon Countyts
they usually buy them outside o[ the area. The "leakage" rhus, is
neccssarily high. It has been llote(l in cliscussing out-of-county shoppers
that the clecrease in wholesaling was reflected in the turnover of dollars
spcnt in retail stores. This sarnc cffect can be seen in the multiplicrs for
the traveler and trucker clollar.

If the 1954 mr-rltiplier had appliccl in lg59 the .9884,600 increase
woulcl have resulted in an arlditional 9674,600 worrlt of incluccrl business
and $1,155,900 of total indr.rce<l incorne clue to rravelers and truckers.
Instead, there was an increase of $353,700 in induced busincss and
$606,900 in total induced income.

Nlineral cxploration was il new fickl of economic encleavor in 1959.
This was due almost exclusivcly to the uranitrrn prospecting and devel-
opment. It might h:rve bccn tre:rte(l as a part of thc minins picture,
but it would have distclrte<l it bacllv. There is no necessarv connection
between the amount spcnt on exploration anrl any value prodr-rcecl for
this inclustry. The monev being spent in the county is <lelinitelv new
ancl <lefinitely basic.

It is onc of those en<lcavors that is good whilc it lasts, but there is
no assurance of permanency. In an economy such as that of Carbon
Cotrnty whcre a good permanent base exists for the economy, this ac-

-9'1 -

Figure 34
DISTRIBUTION OF TRAVETER EXPENDITURES

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING
1954
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tivit.y:rtlrls rr littlc lroslittq to tlrt'r';rkt':ttttl ;rlolrlrlrly (r'('rl('s lt'w ptolr-
lcrns. Its rnultilrlicl t:llct:t. is Irig'lr lrctlrrrsc r rnr.i()r'pollion ol {lrt: cx-
pen(liturcs conlc .rs Payrolls.

In smaller econonries ol)crati()ns su<:lr as this ol tcrr l)r()(luce lx)oll)
and bust conditions. It can be easily seen that 'rvjth a high nrultil;licr thc
gain and loss o[ this income can be felt quite kccnly at tilncs.

Drilling of oil wclls is an inclustry <1uite similar to other explora-
tions in both the tendency toward suddcrl spurts of activity and the high
multiplier effect of each (lollar spent. [t so happens that this activity
was minor in (larbon Ciounty in both 1954 ancl 1955.

f'his discussion ol. cxploratiorr actil,ity should not be interpreted as

a condemnation of thc industry. T'his is a very important facet of the
Wyoming econornv. 'I'he important thing is that local people shoultl
be realistic in looking at its benefits an<l be preparerl to face the up-
heavals it causcs. Perhaps an unclcrstantling of thc whys will help to
do that.

(-larbon County is fortunate in lraving a stable bese to absorb this
type of activity.

What has been lcarnecl by comparing these tables? l'irst of all, even
whcn two years as unlike as these are cornpared, the overall impact of a
dollar of basic income does not change clrastically. In 1954 the business
multiplier was .9080 antl in 1959, it was .8892. For all income the multi-
plicrs were 1.4713 and I.4068 respectively.

Secondly, there can be quite clrastic chan6;es in the seconclary effects
of particular industries. This is generally due to either charrges in the
expenditure pattern or make up of the incltrstry itself or to changes
taking place within inrlustries with rvhich it is associaterl in the economy,
or to both. It is also possible for the complexion o[ ln entirr: economy
to change, in which case it would reflect in the inclividual industries.
This is highly unlikely in any short-run situation at least.

Thirclly, it has been possible to witness sornc of the workings of
the Carbon Cotrnty ec()nomy. This shotilcl help in assessinE; change for
the future.

Summary

In this chapter the concepts of basic and seconclary industry dis-
cussed in the last chapter were utilizecl to clevelop the concepts of basic
and induced income, with some emphasis on thc importance of leakage.

'l lrt, llig yt,:rr ol l1)l'r1) rv:rs r;rrrst'rl lry .t'xlrltrrsiotl irl. irtr oltlt' ol sttlllt'
ol tlrt,lr:rsit'irr,l,rstrits,:rrrrl irrtlorlrttli,trr ol rtt'tt'itt,lrtsttit's ,\s ttstt.tl. tlol
cverytlliltg tt:ttrlt'rl lltt s:ttttt'wlry.- l,oss.ol tltt'ro:rl tttlttkt'l llltorrglr rlilsr'l
intio1t <ti'tlrc railrorrtl rtrrrsctl ii rlrol; itt tltt: rrtirtittg itttlrrs_lty. I lrl srrrrtt'

factor contriltrrte<[, :rlotts witlt tt'r't:i ilr tlt'rt'lo;ttttt ttts itt lltc ltttr kirrg irr

clustry, to a major tlecrcasc in tlre <ottttilrttliott ol ll:lll\lx)ll:lliott lo lltt'

".onJ-y. 
Theie was also a shift uwav lnrrrr wltolt:s:rlirtg, t'xr..t';rl lot'

gasoline br.rlk sales, resulting in a loss ol tcvcttttt: llottt ottl ol'tottttlY
lales. Drilling of oil wells fell off slightly :rlso'

All other Sources of basic income sll<lwetl ittt:l'tl:tst's lrt'twt't'lt llt<'

two years. Further significant co-ntributions t:atttc Itrrttt ll()ll l]()\'('l ll
ment;l ancl governmenfr.l .ponsored constructiou, ittrtl trtirtt:rrtl (rrr':rrrirrrtl)
exploration.

The value o[ an export or tloll:rr oI basic incorne rlrr('s llot tlt lt'r'lttittt'
by itsclt the magnitrrde^o[ economic activity resulting Itrrrtt ils ittltotlttr
tibn into the ecdnomy. As an extreme example, if a retttlrt'r' s()ltl Ji l.(XX)

worth of cattle anrl immetlietely wcnl to Chicago and slrort tltt' tttottr y,

the amount o[ business tlevelopecl in his home town wottlcl ll<r rril- 'l'lrl
money must be spent in the economy to PrO(lttce incomc. Olr<t' it ('lll('ls
the ec'onomy it will produce income by viitue of its turnovcr, tlr(r rrrrr()trlrl
dcpencling upon how fast it leaks otrt.

Each inclustry has its own peculiarities and its own iml)a(:l trlx)tl
the local economy. Sometimes the impact changes from ottc ycirl t()

another, if the makeup or exPelrtliture Pattern of the industry t:ltrttl8t's,

or these changes take place in another intltrstry-associated with tht: li|st,
or there is a irastic .l.range in the make-.p of the whole econ()I,y.

In carbon county the brrsiness antl income generatinq Powt't .l
most sources of basic income renrained fairly comparable betlvccrl ll)l'r'l

and 1959. There were exceptions, but they tenderl to cancel onc rrll()llr('l'
out.

C)verall there was $50,651,400 in basic inconte introcluced itlto (l;rt'
bon county in -l954. These rlollars inclucerl $74,525,700 wort| ol' :r<ltli

tional income.

The basic income incluclecl sales of $39,44,1,800 by basic intlrrsttils,
$g,094,200 by secondary intlusrries, $2,138,600 of payrolls, anrl $i97il,tt(x)

of'local gov6rnment,evcrre. The incorne induced_ by expentlitrrtt' ol'

these fun?s included sales of $13,778,300 by basic industries, $32,212, l(x)

by seconclary inclustries, $26,440,200 of persorral income, and $2,091 ,u(x)

of local revenue.

From this it can be seen that there is a tendency for basic inclttslrit:s
to procluce basic incomc and for secondary intlr-rstries to clerive tlrt'il
inc6me as a result of workinSs o[ the cconomv. This cannot be tnlrrlr' :t

Seneralization, hor,r'cver, becattse ol' the importance of secon<lary irttlrrs-

iries in proclucine basic incomc an<l tlle loc;rl nrarket that exists [or plrxl
ucts of basic industries.

An important consideration is the discovery of the definite sources
of basic income. In Carbon County thesc were oil production and re-
fining, mining, manufacturing, agricultlrrc, transportation, shoppers from
out-of-county, out-of-county wholesaling, cxpenclitures of state and fed-
eral governments, expenclitures by travelers an(l truckers, and miscel-
Ianeous other sources in 1954.
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Basic lncome

$50,65 r,400

$63,909,000

Business
Mulriplier

.9080

.a892

Business
Generafed

$45,990,200

$56,83 r .200

Personal
lncome

Generaled

$26,440,200

$30,529,300

I)cpctrtlt:nct' ol intlivirluirls ul)()n w()l kinBs ol t lrt' ('( ()n()l)ly lot gt'tt-
cration o[ tllcil intorrrc is cvi<lt'rrt irr tlr;rt ()llly:ll)()ul ()rr('-(.clltll :rs rrrrrclt
personal inconrc clll-crs thc cc()n()lny irs blrsic l)lryrrrcr)ts:rs is irrtlrr<t'rl itt
the economy. l,ocal Eiovernrne nt is lrlso hcavily tlclrcrrrlcrrt ul)()rr r,vot kirrgs
of the economy lor its revenlre.

Comparing 1954 with 1959:

Local
Revenue

Generated

$2,094,800

$2,547,800

CHAPTER VII

Future Growth and Development

Most of the futurc growth of Carborr County can bc cxpectcd to takc
place along the same lines as in the past. There are always possibilitics
that something unusual will happen. Perhaps the best chance for this
woul(l be in the establishment oI a stean electric plant using Carbon
County strip-minecl coal. At present there is nothing to indicate that
such a plant will be built in the very ncrr flrture.

Asicle from this possibility, the bcst chance for long rangc growth
ancl development lies in servicing the traveling public along U. S. High-
way 80.

Construction of this highwav wiil be important lor the next few
years, but the construction industry shoukl become less important fol-
lowing its completion. Of colrrse, it is impossible at this stage to say
what will be done once the inter-state svstcm is completecl.

In order to discuss some of the possibilities for growth anil prob-
abilities for decline, the author has gazerl into the crystal ball and con-
jurecl up some basic income figr-rres for 1964 and 1969.

Then, using information gleanetl lrorn the 1954 antl 1959 analysis
in the prior chapter, I-re estimates lhe amount of inrluced business an<l

Table XXXIV
EXPECTED BASIC INCOME AND BUSINESS RESUTTING

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMTNG
1964 and 1969

Sources of Basic lncome Amount
1964 1959

Oil and Gas Production and Refining
Other Minerals
Manuf acturing
Agricuhure
Tra nsportation
Trade Area Shoppers
Out-of-County Wholesaling
State and Federal Government
Travelers and Truckers
Non-Governmental Construction
Oil Well Drilling
Other Mineral Exploration
Other lncome

Total Basic
Extra Business lnduced

$29,000,000
500,000

4,500,000
7,500,000
2,000,000
3,500,000

500,000
6,s00,000
6.500,000
4,500,000

250,000
'r,750,000

r,000,000

$3r,000,000
750,000

5,000,000
6,500,000
'1,750,000

3,500,000
500,000

r 1,500,000
7,500,000
4,500,000

2s0,000

r,250,000

$68,000.000
$6r.000,000

$74,000,000
$67,000,000
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in(lustry [hzrt wotrkl rcsrrlt. II wirs st'<rrr lirr t:xrurrplt'llr;rt, irr s;litt'ol
extremc cli{Ierenr:cs irr yc:rrs, tlrc rrnrorrtrt. ol r:xt.r'rr lrtrsittt:ss lrtrrl intlrrslt y
induced was about.1i.90 lor cach tloll;rr <;l basir: irtcotttc. 'l'lrrrs, it is trr

be expected that this situation will holtl in thc ltttttrc.

If basic income is $68 million in 1964 as estimatc(l, thcrc will lrt':rtt
additional $61 million o[ business producecl; and, if it re:rchcs $7 I rrril
lion by 1969 there will be an additional .$67 million producctl.

Oil Production and Refining

It is anticipated that oil production will be in the vicinity ol lottt
million barrels in 1964 ancl somewhat over that in 1969.

l)(ft((frrt. lot rrr,w trott tlr.itlr,rrli:rl <orrslru(lion.lt Nt:w lt'sirlt:lttiitl r'<lrtsl.tttr'-
iiorr slrorrltl ( ()nsunr(, l)('r r.\,('(,n ciglrtct'rr :rrrtl tlrirt.y-cigltt Pt:tt crrt. lll()r(l
lrttttllt'l'lol t.ltc siuu('l)('liorl.r 'l lrt'ltrlttt't: I<toks llriglrt Ilcre ltlso.

It is cxpt:r'lcrl tlr;rt l>y lllTl> tltc ;ttrtottnt nI wcstern timbcr retnoval
l() IrIcct tlcrir:rrrtl will rrrriotrrrt to l)ctwecn 27.4 and 31.7 billion boarcl
It.ct.i l'lrcsr'()wth ncctlcrl to nreet this demanclwoulcl be between 66 ancl
1)? lrcncnt higher than was the case in 1952.6

()n this basis, in spite of some reversals in particular vears, the future
ol the forest proclucts industry seems very bright.

Thc above discussion overlooks the possibility of up-grading locally
proclucecl lumber and selling it dn the \\!oming market. \A/yoming co-n-

iumers usc very little locaiiy procluced lumber. This is partiallv the
rcsult of poor marketing in't6e past and a consequent bad name for
tlre "native" lumber. Such a situation, of conrse, can be overcome by
protlucing a quality product.

As Wyoming and surrounding states increase in population, the
possibility of developing this market becomes more certain.

Gas production is also expected to increase over its 1959 level, lltrt
will probably not reach the high procluction experienced in the 1940's,
Production should be around three billion cubic feet by 1964.

The refinery at Sinclair is expcctcd to continue upgrading its Il<il"
ities and enlarging its capacity as demand increases for its procluction.

Other Minerals

It is expectecl that coal will maintain its 1959 level of productiotr
and that the value of uranium production will increase.

Agriculture
In recent years there has becn a tendency to build up inventory

numbers of both cattle ancl sheep in Carbon County. The increase in
sheep numbers has been somewhat slower than the state trencl. 'fhe
increase in cattle has been faster than the trend for the state.

It is expected that there will be somewhat of a leveling off. in these
trends to keep herds within the carrying capacity of the ranse. A clrouth
such as was'experiencecl in t954 c<luld upset this ancl cause an actual
decrease. Barriirg this possibility, howevei, procluction of rneat animals
should be slightly above the I959 level cluring most years.

The price of lamb has been dropping for four years and the p^rice of
wool has-been tencling downward somewhat for three years' Over a

long period (20 years)-the general trencl of lamb- and_ wool prices has
been ilightly upward. 

.In 
view of trencls in demand and the competition

from foieign s6urces, the income from the sheep industry may p;o tlowrr
somewhat during the next few years. The change in total income from
this source should not be greatly changed by 1964 but may be quite def-
initely down by 1969.

During the past twenty years cattle prices have fJuctuated quite vio-
lently. Th1 general trend has been upward, but deviations frorn the
trend line are so great that it is not very useful. It is expected, in light
o[ present trends cattle prices will still be fairly high in 1964 but wi]l
have droppecl considera6ly by 1969. These trends are pure guesses at
this point.

Manufacturing

Since most of the export values of manufacturing are tiecl to forcst
products, a look at the future of that indlrstry is in order.

Accorcling to the U. S. Forest Service there is a possibility of cutting
46.8 million board feet annually. In some years the cut has come clos<r

to this, but it has not becn an annual occurrence b,v any means.

The two major proclucts involved here are railroad ties and rcuslr
lumber. The U. S. Forest Service expects about a six per cent increas(:
over 1952 in cross-tie consumption by American railroads by 1975.1 This
is not a large change, but indicates that the market for ties shoulcl holtl
up quite well.

There are several possible markets for lumber. One would be thc
Iumber used in shipping, inclucling wooden boxes, cases, crates, pallets,
ancl dunnage. Forest Service estimates for lg75 over 1952 consumption
run between an increase of 21 and 42 percent.2 This woulcl inclicatc
that a good market shoulcl clevelop for the type of lumber producecl in
this county.

Other uses for lumber would be in construction. Forest Service pro-
iections to 1975 show increases over 1952 of between nine and thirty

1U S. Forest Service, Timber R,esources for America's Future, U. S. Government Printing
Office, 1958, P. 403. (Includes hand hewn and sawed ties).

2 rbid., P. 415.

P.
P.
P.
P.

rbiit.,
Ibid.,
rbid.,
rbid.,

3S1.

419.
480.
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above analysis.

Transportation

Eventually, the railroad should reach a lower limit on its retraction.
We do not expect this to happen by 1964 but it shoulcl be close by 1969.
In view of recent developments in tmcking, we do not expect this area
to regain the place held in 1954. The overall contribution by trans-
portation will, therefore, be dorvn somewhat.

Construction

Highway construction is expecter-I to be worth about $1,800,000 in
1964 and $3,800,000 in 1969 in Carbon County.z Other construction
will depend upon the needs of the mining industry etnd building needs of
the remainder of the economv. It is estimated that these will remain
strong.

Travelers and Truckers

The interstate highway will bring many more travelers through Car-
bon County. It is expecte(l by many people that after the hip;hway is
finished-this increase may be as large as four times the present. How-
ever, the highway will not be completed until after 1969, so the increase
would not be expected to be quite that large.

The situation with truckers is somewhat clifferent. The irnl>act of
"piggyback" operations on the raih-oad shoulcl be showing up by 1964.
It is not expected that this operation will affect truckers hauling short
distances very much, but long distance trucking, particularly across
state lines, is bound to be affectecl. A decline in basic income from
this source can be expected.

Oit Well Drilling
Unless there is a major discovery, this activity should not grow very

much. So long as there are areas to be explored, some activity can be
expected.

Other Mineral Exploration

This is a difficult area to make prognostications. Obvior,rsly, the
activity in 1959 was dr.re to uranium. If there remain possibilities for dis-
coveries there will be activity. It is expected that there will be consicler-
able activity in this field in 1964, but that it will have passed out of the
picture by 1969. This cor.rld prove wrona, but it seems most logical at
this time.

? Conversation with Alvin Bastron, Planning and Research Engineer. Wyoming Highway
Department.

Expcnditurcs of Statc antl l'cdcral (iovcrnrncnt

Thcse activitics will rcrn:rin high until thc int-crstatc highway systerr)
is finishecl. After th:rt there will be a lesser neetl frrr thesc lr,,orkcrs,
unless some new project is startecl. The latter is entirely possible. At
least for the two years projected here, the contribution shoukl be high.

Shoppers

There shoultl continue to be developments in the area surrounding
Carbon County. This will learl to some increase in the amounr of shop-
ping done in the county. Such an.increase will not compare with that
which occurred between I954 anrl i959, unless a development similar to
that at Jeffery City shoulcl come abour.

A much more practical way to use the analysis presented in this
study with respect to economic development would be to utilize the in.
formation containecl in Tables XXX ancl XXXI. For example, if it
were visualized that a new industry might be induced to settle in the
county it shoukl be possible to ger some iclea of the amount of payroll,
taxes, rent, utilities, etc., that this industry rvould pay out. Then by
going to these tables it would be possible to determine the secondary
eflect o[ thesc purchascs.

First, look at the effect of payroll. Columns 14 in these tables
indicate that each dollar of new payroll will produce berween gl.ll and
$1.13 of new business and industry income. Also, there will tre createrl
adclitional personal income of between 30 and 32 cents for each dollar of
payroll. Furthermore, e:rch clollar of new payroll will create about three
cents of local government revenue. Thus, if a $t million payroll is
obtained, the businessmcn can expecr $l,l10,000 to 91,113,000 of new
income; there will be $300,000 to $320,000 of income to supporr adcli-
tional people in the community, and there will be over 930,000 of new
taxes paicl.

While payrclll is usually the most important contribution of new
industry, there are a number of other .lvays in which a contribution is
made. Supporils i! were determinecl that a new indusrry was going to
pay $100,000 clirectly in taxes to local governmenr. Column 15 in-the
tables tells that, depending upon the type ol activity in other sccrors of
the economy, there would be 9102,000 to $114,000 of new business
createcl, $70,000 to $80,000 of income ro supporr new people in the com-

[]H3l; 
and from two to rhree thousand dollars bf additional rax

Supposing the industr\, is going ro pay our $100,000 annually in
rent. In addition to rhat arnount, lhere^would be 14 to 15 thouiand
dollars of additional rent collected by the turnover of this money. All
types of business would gain g139,00b to 9144,000: there would'b" u.,
adclitional $83,000 to $89,000 ro support new people in the communiry;
and there would be about $13,000 of additional tax revenue.

There are many other items that could be analyzed in a similar
manner, thus makine it possible to pin down the toral effect of a new
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in(lustry. Thc samc pro<:ctIrrrc <:orrl<l l>c lirllowcrl irr rlt'tt:ttttittirrg tlrc
total elfect of losing an industrl'.

These tables are also very useful in asscssing thc inrpa<:t ol thc
travel industry to the county. It is known frorn prcvious studics that
travelers who are moving tend to spend heavily with retailers :rrrtl vcry
lightly with service firms. A glance at columns 8 and 9 o[ these tables
will explain why the secondary benefits of these people are fairly small
compared to those receivecl from people vacationins in the area, who,arc
spending heavily for services.

Using the 1959 table, a traveler who spent $t in a retail establish-
ment actually createcl $1.56 worth o[ business. (The original dollar plus
an additional 56 cents.) Retailers themselves got the original tlollar
and 14 cents a(lditional.

Supposing the dollar is spent in a service establishment. Service
firms would gain the dollar plus thirteen cents; retailers woulcl gain 39
cents; wholesale l2 cents; construction )7 cents, etc. The overall increase
in business woulcl be about $2.11.

The reader will have noticecl b,v nor,v that the 1954 table has higher
values for these two columns. This is clue to the smaller amount of
wholesaling in 1959. These tables are very good for pointing out changes
which cause the secondary effect to change. The more integration the
economy has, the larger will be the multiplier. tsy integration is meant
such a series as from manufacturer, to wholesaler, to retailer.

It must be realized that it is often economically impossible for a
local economy to support very much oI a wholesale inclustry ancl that
a manufacturing industry geared to the local market is often infeasible
also. But this <loesn't alter the fact that there is a definite secondary
benefit to the whole economy from intep;ration. This facL is very fre-
quently overlooked when a community sets out on an industrial promo-
tion clrive.

Tables XXX and XXXI are, thus, extremelv useful to the local
community in assessing the impact of actual changes in the economy.
They are much more useful than the crystal ball figures developed for
1964 and 1969, although it is hopecl that these fieures may prove useful
also.
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Table XXXV
INTER-INDUSTRY TABTE

Carbon Cor.rnly, Wyoming
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Appendix A

In previous chapters, use was rnade of mtrltilrliels tlevclopetl tlrrrrrrglr
input-oirtput techniques. The actlral rlevelopnient o[ thcsc rtrrrltilrlit'r's
will now be explained.

In an input-output analysis, first the relationships that exist irrll()rrB
the various parts of the economy must be <leterminecl.

.As was saitl c:rrlier, evcry motlern e(onomy must export itr <>r<lcr t<r

live. The worrl export used in this <:onnourtion covers many things.
For example: f'he iale of oil producerl by the economy to relineries lo-
cated in Salt Lake City is re.qarcletl as an export of that comrnotlity
and its value is crecliterl to the cconolny even though tl-re money miry
be paicl to the firm's heatlqtrarters in New York (iity. It is asstrmetl tlrat
a fortion of the money will be spenf locally anrl that the rest r:atr ltt'
callerl a leakage from the economy.

Money imported to pay for a hcavy constru(tion project is also cort-
si<lerc<l to be :t payment for export of service oI loca] contractors. Tht'
same woukl apply to loans made for builtling whcre the motrey comcs
from an outsirle solrrce. Thus, the flow of lnonetary capital into tht:
econolny is taken care oI trntler exports anrl tl're outllow ol' ntoney is

accounte(l for rrrrtlcr imports.

ln atklition to these relationships to the outsirle, the various sectors
o[ an e<:onomy havc ccrtain relationships t() ()ne anothcr. In othcr
worcls, they do business with one another.

lior
industry
(Y,). Th

the model rrserl in this stu<ly, the salcs (X,) of any particular
(i) corrsist o[ the local market (Ix,1) plus the valrrc of export
us, the total output of the industry can be expresserl as:

(1) Xt-Ixt:*Yi (i,::1,2,3, . n) i-.-rorvs ,-columns.
In Table XXXV equation 1l) is expressecl:rs a transaction matrix

or table. As an examplc, examine the first row o[ thc table which is
labelcd Oil antl Gas Pro<luction anrl Refinine. Moving across it is seert
that this in(lustry sells some o[ its protluct to itse]f. Since it was neces-
sary to combine both procluction antl refining in ortler to avoicl disclos-
urc, a major part o[ this is sale of oil to the refinery. It also sells to
manufacturing, transportation, utilities (natr-rral gas), wholesale (g;asolinc
and oil), and construction (gasoline antl oil). All other sales are matlc
outsirle of the county and are labelerl export.

It was pointecl out previously that the first fifteen sectors are thc
ones r:onsidere<l to be enclogenous to the morlel. In other worcls, thcy
make up the local economy. Therefore, anything sold to state an(l
federal government, travelers ancl truckers, oil well drilling, ancl mineral
exploration is considerecl to be an export. The reason for making
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these exogcnous to the nrotlcl is tlrcir l:rr:k o[ rcsl)()nsc t<l lor:irl e(:on()lni(i
stimuli. In other words, their activity is rlirc<:tcrl l'r<xrr orrtsirlc ol'(l:rr-
bon County and has no relationship t<l what local cntrcl)rcltcurs (lo.

Moving down the table it is seen that agriculture has an item labelcrl
sales to state and federal government. This is actually government sup-
port payments which are handled in this manner for convenience. llc-
tailing has heavy sales to travelers and truckers. These are direct pur-
chases made by these people. It also has a heavv other export value.
This was explained in Chapter VI as sales to out-of-county shoppers.

Construction has a heavy sale item to state and federal government.
This is highway construction money. It also has a heavy export value.
This is construction paid for by either loans from outside the economy
or by outside investors. A part of this heavy work was done for uran-
rum companres.

The values of the household sector within the economy represent
payrolls, profits, royalties, rents, and any other money that comes from
the various industries and that accrues to the local household. Outside
of the economy are payrolls of state and fecleral government, oil well
drilling firms, and mineral exploration firms. The other export item
represents such things as O.A.S.L benefits, insurance payments, stock
dividends, etc.

Thus, looking at the rows of the table, it is seen that it does fit equa-
tion (l) with each sector having a total output represented by sales
within the economy and exports from it.

Conversely, by examining the columns it is seen that the ,th column
consists of a total input made up of local purchases, plus state and fed-
eral taxes and imports. The latter two are labeled "leakage" frorn
the economy in our discussion in previous chapters.

The data in the transaction matrix can be used to compute produc-
tion or input-output coefficients (a1) such that: (2) X,5-_-Ia,,x,. (i,r-1,2,. n)

These computations are shown in Table XXXVI. Now the total
tion or input-output coefficients (aq) such that: (2) xij---aijxj (i,5-1,2,... n)

jor
(4) Xt-Xu,:xj-Y,

Equation (4) can now be rewritten in matrix notation as:
(5) X-AX:Y 

or
(6) (r-A) x:Y

Where A is the matrix of production coefficients, X is the vector of out-
put for the various sectors, and Y is the vector of exports.

Thus, exports (Y) become a function of total outputs (X,) and the
relationships among the various sectors of the economy as expressed by
the production coefficients.
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lirrt rt is [.tt,,tltt tlr.rl llrc tt':tl <'tottorrrir tcl:rlionslripr is tlr:rt tlrc orrt
lrttl is;rrlrr:tlll ,r lrrrrrliorr ol llrt: ('\l)()tls. lrr ollrr.r \r,olrls, llrr,irrtr,,,lrr,
tiort ol n('\r, n)()n( \/ is tlrr. tlrirrg tlrlrt lr:rkt's llrt. t.torrorrrv go.

'l'his rr:lrrtiorrslrip is olttitincrl by invulirre tlrt,rrrrrtrix (l ,\), rrlr, lr
t'an thcn bc exprcsscrl as (I-A) 1Y--X.

The matrix (I-A) is shown as Table XXXVII.
subtracting Table XXXVI from the identity marrix

0000..... .. t

The inversion is shown in Chapter VI and is the sourcc ol'rlrr.
various multipliers used in that chapttr. (Tables XXX and XXXI)

This illustration is developed only for 1959. The process is i<lcrrtir,irl
for 1954.
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Appendix B

Table XXXVlll

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE AND PRECIPITATION

RAWLINS AND DIXON, WYOMING

Rawlins
Temperature Precipitation

Dixon

famperature Precipitation

Table X[

ORIGINAT RESERVES OF COAI

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING

As Estimated in l95O

Bituminour

January
February

March

April
May

June

July
August
September
October
November
December

Year

Record

21.4

22.1

27.1

39.8

47.9

63.1

67.O

65.9
52.9

41 .1

30.4

27.2

42.2

2l years

.29

1.87

.85

.22

r.4l
r.89
.t3
.74

1.25

.89

.19

.17

9.90
20 years

t7.3
22.1

30.3

4r.8
50.4

58.2

65.4

63.2

54.9

44.5

30.8

22.5
4t.8

.93

.69

1.20

1.36

r.34
.98

r.23
'I .19

.82

r.34
.82

r.o5
12.95

5ub-Biluminouc

0 to '1,000 feet overburden

ln beds 2t/z lo 5 feel thick

ln beds 5 to I0 feet thick

ln beds over l0 feet thick
Total

1,000 to 2,000 fer overburden

ln beds'2Vz to 5 feet thick

ln beds 5 to l0 feel thick

ln beds over l0 feet thick

Tota I

2,000 io 3,000 feet overburden

ln beds 2r/z lo 5 feet thick
ln beds 5 to I0 feel ihick
ln beds over l0 feet thick

Total

All overburden calegories

ln beds 21/z to 5 feet thick
ln beds 5 to l0 feet thick

ln beds over '10 feet rhick
Total

GRAND TOTAL

'Millions of Short Tons.

710.r2
I,57t.68

868.25

3,1 50.05

327.81

558.45
174.23

r,060.49

238.20

304.5 I

90.03
632.74

1,276.13

2,434.64
l,l 32.51

4,843.28

ln beds 14 lo 28 inches thick
ln beds 28 to 42 inches thick
ln. beds more than 42 inches thick

Total

ln beds 14 to 28 inches rhick

ln beds 28 to 42 inches thick
ln beds more lhan 42 inches thick

Total

lrr beds 14 to 28 inches thick

ln beds 28 to 42 inches thick

ln beds more than 42 inches thick
Tota I

ln beds l4 io 28 inches thick
ln beds 28 to 42 inches thick
fn beds more than 42 inches thick

Tota I

4,943.s2

7.84

12.43

45.38

65.65

6.04
7.60
3.62

17.26

9.70
7.63

17.33

23.58

27.66
49.00

100.24

Source: Volume LXVrII No. 13 Climatological Data, 'Wvoming, Annual Summary, 1959'

Table XXXIX

ANNUAT RUN.OFF OF THE NORTH PTAITE RIVER

ABOVE SEMINOE RESERVOIR NEAR SINCTAIR, WYOMING
I948-t960

Year Run-off*

I 948

1949

I 950
I95r
1952
'1953

1954
I 955
I 956

1957

I 958

I 959
r960

702.5

r 154.0

851.5
829.6

1249.0

557.8

338.3

414.4

703.3

t 3t 3.o
804.0
571.6

639.6

*Tlxousand Acre Feet.
Source: Wyoming State Engineer.

- lto- - lll -



Year

Table X[l

PRODUCTION OF COAI

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING

t9l2-1961

Production Year Production

Table XUI

PRODUCTION OF CRUDE OIt AND GAS

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING

t9t8-196r

1920-1961
oil

Production
(Thousands
of barrels)

Source: Annual Report of the State Iaspector of Mines of Wyoming.

t9t2
l9l3
t9t 4

l9l5
r 9l6
1917

t9l8
1919

1920

t92l
1922

1923

1924

1925

1926

1927

't928

1929

I 930

I 931

1932

I 933

1934

I 935

r 936

Tonr

634,980

605,553

64't,682

586,4 r 0

726,722

844,331

812,899

586,4 t 0

704,O35

556,650

405,059

597,'t 40

sr 8,000

465,160

496,109

486,544

515,920

532,997

491 ,568

452,134

422,164

386,875

4t s,579

470,735

604,375

1937

r 938

I 939
't940

1941

1942

1943

1944

1945

1946

1947

1948

1949

1950

r95t

1952

I 953

1954

I 955

I 956

1957

1 958

i 959

1960

I 96I

Tons

654,957

591 ,216

584,956

635,90r

756,753

892,377

1,216,732

1,308,880

1,485,512

1,079,409

't,237,133

921,199

894,199

I ,148,532

I , I 07,855

1,O21 ,673

736,478

233,200

192,494

164,OO4

t19,745

97 ,215

98,306

129,882

378,592

856.8
157 5.6
4502.5

13282.6
'I 4398. t

13726.2
I 5886.4
l4't5't .5
r 55s0.4
13322.9
1 0698.6
8807. r

7033.9
5200.2
5678.3
6077.3
6071 .5
3654.8
4387.6
4276.5
3243.9
28',t 1 .8
2922.0
3130.8
3 r 90.6
3398.6
3746.5
3842.4
4014.8
2679.6
3468.6
2987.O
r 508.9
t 050.4
822.7
894.9

1124.5
1220.4
I 2l 3..I
I 6l 9.9
2071.3
2735.3

I9l 8-I95I
Gas

Production
(Thousand
cubic feet)

7.2
295.5

1443.3
1720.6
1769.4
1506.4
1212.8
't i 39.3
1102.4
1026.1
980.9
88',| .0
823.6
721.O
500. r

498.5
573.4
573.7
80t.9

2035.8
2083.3
2541.8
2445.6
3657.2
3884.2
353 r .7
3519.9
2871.6
| 414.1
2509.5
3524.1
3269.O
2945.4
2926.O
2799.3
3088.2
3200.2
3276.2
3368.9
3398.6
3403.3
355r . I
3598.3
3437.9

Year

t9t8
t9l9
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
I 930
I 931
1932
r 933
1934
I 935
r 936
1937
r 938
I 939
I 940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
I 950
r95l
1952
I 953
1954
I 955
I 956
t9s7
I 958
't959
't960

I96I

__ ttz _
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Table XUll

GATTONS OF GASOLINE SOTD

CARBON COUNTY AND STATE OF WYOMING
1946-1961

Carbon
Counly Wyoming

Table XIV

VEHICI.E REGISIRATION

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING

t939-196I
Year

1946
1947
I 948
1949
1 950
l 95l
1952
r 953
1954
I 955
'r 956
1957
'1958
't959

1 960
1 961

3,658
3,708
3,933
3,769
3,849
3,521
3,476
3,664
3,91 8
4,451
4,923
5,423
5,275
5,3',t 5
5,600
5,248
5,654
5,773
5,862
5,945
6,280
6,147
6,223

7,333,816
8,s07,512
9,193,121
9, r 63,390

10,021 ,7 57
10,791 ,948
11 ,344,450
I 1,885,393
r r ,8r 3,604
12,352,178
12,452,316
12,941 ,763
12,284,857
13,050,237
12,782,236
't3,t 10,709

992
1,035
I ,152
l,l5s
1,1 86
l,'198
1,345
1,387
1,460
1 ,714
1,876
2,13'l
2,323
2,580
2,653
2,622
3,020
3,O32
3,147
3,09r
3,401
3,4rs
3,390

91 ,930,645
r 06,661,55r
120,537,697
125,904,688
I 33,005.77 I
I 38,506,8s8
144,028,030
| 51 ,301 ,279
153,667 ,967
| 57 ,205,083
I 59,658,325
162,029,667
165,214,512
173,312,5't6
176,927,250
177 ,7 41 ,478

Trucks Tra i lorr

604

594

60r

586

509

542

540

587

613

748

822

848

897

916

964

885

675

673

687

750

767

843

885

Year
Passenger

Cars

Sorrrce: Wyoming Department of Revenue arld Wyoming Iax Compliance Committe

Table XLIV

AUTOMOBITE AND TRUCK REGISTRATION
CARBON COUNTY AND STAIE OF WYOMING

r939-t96I
Carbon County Wyoming

Autos Trucks Autos Trucks

r 939

1940

1941

1942

1943

1944

1945

1946

1947

I 948

1949

I 950

t 95l

1952

I 953

1954

I 955

I 956

1957

I 958

I 959

I 960

l 96I

3,7 58

3,708

3,933

3,769

3,849

3,521

3,476

3,664

3,9r8

4,451

4,923

5,423

5,27 5

5,315

5,600

5,248

5,654

s,773

5,A62

5,945

6,280

6,147

6,223

992

r,035

1 ,152

1,1 55

't 
,1 86

I ,',t98

'r,345

1,387

1,460

1 ,714

1,876

2,131

2,323

2,580

2,653

2,622

3,020

3,O32

3,147

3,091

3,401

3,4',15

3,390

r 939
1940
1941
1942
1943
t944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
I 950
1951
1952
I 953
't954

r 955
1956
1957
I 958
I 959
I 960
r96r

64,807
66,981
71 ,501
66,722
62,645
62,068
62,640
68,602
74,169
83,784
95,206

103.177
I 04,505
107,863
't 12,255
r09,r28
r I 8,596
t2't,594
r 23,308
124,902
'r 33,086
I 39,904
't 4t ,567

1a,634
r 9,053
20,47 4
20,192
20,014
20,472
2t,436
24,'tO5
27,626
31,709
35,360
38,641
41,319
44,685
47,132
46,613
5l.l7l
52,484
53,623
55,286
59,1 53
62,216
63,555

--l14-

I

Source: State Department of Revenue.
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Table XLVI

TWO PERCENI SALES AND USE TAX COLI.ECIED MONTHIY

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING

1940-1961

Year January February March April M"y Year January February March

Table XLVII

MONTHTY REIAIT SATES

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING

I956-196t

-Thousands-

April

1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
I 945
1946
1947
I 948
1949
r 950
|95t
1952
'1953

1954
I 955
'1956

1957
I 958
1959
I 960
'1961

1940
t94t
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
I 9s0
'I 951
1952
I 953
1954
r 955
I 956
1957
I 9s8
I 959
t960
I96I

$ 9,810.22
r 0,000.5 r

14,il t.t8
\2,661.19
15,106.42
23,324.96
17,840.59
i 8,01 4.84
26,357.23
I 9,8I 8.99
20,413.07
2t,820.05
2s,220.26
29,881 .23
26,724.05
32,779.51
27,525.01
32,284.73
34,573.09
34,424.35
38,122.90
38,121 .62

$10,267.\5
't I ,571 .04
10,652.31
12,828.91
i3,r33.2r
14,912.24
18,717.45
23,802.O2
29,630.91
32,643.55
35,409.44
35,1 40.56
30,604.17
43,27a.48
35,962.46
4t,046.74
41 ,862.33
42,717.78
39,630.54
46.256.53
45,l ro 21
43,604.04

$ 6,697.60
7,589.80
8,535. I 8

't 3,t06.7 4
I I ,657.45
11,266.85
1 3,560.09
16,670.60
I 9,084. r I
21 ,204.59
22,614.73
25,420.90
24,611 .63
28,285.47
25,562.66
25,487.23
24,O57.73
35,266.00
30,359.9 r

32,352.O3
33,237.55
33,359. r 0

$ 6,68 r.64
7,228.59
9,573.O4
9,772.98

I 0,688.89
I 1,353.69
I 3,548.39
't9,'t 

I 3.57
21,413.49
24,980.82
20,476.67
25,872.64
26,269.98
29,697.40
25,284.41
29,728.42
25,451.O4
40,343.41
30, r 64. ',t 9
3',t,573.05
3l ,968. I 9
32,865.95

$10,5r r.08
I I ,51 3.28
10,499 2t
12,871.19
1 0,843.58

$ 7,971.19
9,861 .64
9,699.38

25,658.38
14,331 .76
14,585.87
15,147.35
17 ,816.16
22,528.35
26,O90.89
23,641.48
27,106.84
28,172.41
32,881 .46
26,986.06
27,976.34
37,976.33
37,241 .97
31,36',t .35
35,379.55
37,807.11
33,854.9 r

$ 9,s74.13
't 

3, | 25.58
\1,974.69
'r 3,823.86
15,872.46

19,61 5.36
24,698.43
26,351 .44
30,371.37
29,371 .24
38,976.07
24,438.08
29,595.55
32,364.22
33,743.68
37,222.85
37,220.82
32,829.01
39,031.06
35,891.32
40,272.82

$ 8,074.07
8,959.53

13,132.42
| 1 ,O79.47
I | ,708.87
12,456.50
't7,568.38

21 ,161 .46
28,772.43
26,333.02
25,306.74
30,796.33
29,016.7 4
31 ,957.49
29,371.66
32,792.37
34,1 40.78
43,143.91
32,087.63
38,179.95
35,734.01
33,286.31

$ 8,674.06
10,294.s|
10,o75.32
13,432.12
13,752.33

l9,lll.52
26,8A9.O3
26,953.16
29,296.14
28,304.43
30,1 r 1.43
30,826.19
35,213.71
29,830.49
30,909.78
33,167.29
36,646.54
35,t',t 1.95
44,241 .t 5
33,689.26
33,444.23

June

$ 9,504.65
'10,990.47

9,431 .78
10,542.0'l
10,955.55
I 3,856.89
I7,551.t5
23,791.84
29,405.O3
29,190.89
28,410.98
30,29r.r0
34,862.O7
38,668.98
32,278.94
34,449.O5
37,390.48
35,881 .06
36,828.57
44,694.19
39,847.73
4t,163.24

$ 8,491.56
I t,383.59
I 1,698.55
12,808.54
12,478.10

2,342.0
2,323,0
2,168.2
2,588.3
2,37 4.4
2,349.O

r ,l 59.0
r ,s0l .0
1,454.1
r,538.4
r,630.3
I,546.0

't 
,991 .0

2,1 05.0
2,286.5
2,430.3
2,381.3
2,337.O

1,264.0
1,656.0
1,430.4
1,555.4
\ ,577.6
I ,51 9.0

2,068.O
2,364.0
2,024.1
2,491 .t
2,053.9
2,096.0

1,844.0
1,636.0
1,602.s
1,749.8
1,822.6
'1,455.0

2,060.0
r,820.0
r,809.0
2,058.5
l,9l1.9
2,087.O

May

1,461.O
't,872.0
i,806.8
2,063.1
1,59s.9
1,678.0

June

2,127.O
2,059.O
I ,953. r
1,754.1
1,703.5
1,923.O

1956
1957
1 958
t 959
r 960
I96r

r,308.0
t,431 .0
r,563.8
1,708.5
r,8l 8.0
1,848.0

1,740.O
r,808.0
1,716.5
2,009.9
1 ,877.6
1,753.0

i,986.0
1,865.0
1,695.0
2,355.O
2,150.O
2,144.O

Year July August Seplember October November December

't956

1957
r 958
I 959
I 960
I96l

Year July August Soptember October November December

Table XLVII!

RETAIT SAI.ES

CARBON COUNTY, STATE OF WYOMING, AND THE UNITED STATES

1948-1961
$ r 0,s8s.3s

12,715.80
9,328.6s

12,541.76
12,689.84
15,691 .26
20,317.93
25,309.07
29,083.00
31 ,458.49
31 ,806.29
3t,452.77
33,4s1.08
39,r 53.6r
34,813.t8
38,639.9 l
33,542.01
38,987.92
39,807.53
42,734.62
40,95A.A2
40,960.39

Carbon
County

State

Wyoming

$32 r ,0s0,000
332,360,000
345,760,000
375,620,000
386, r 20,000
394,600,000
385, r 60,000
409,960,000
414,920,000
427,010,O00
440,370,000
493,479,00O
504,582,000
483,82 I ,000

Continenta I
United States
(Millions of

Dollars)
of

Year
21 ,680.59
24,645.12
28,322.06
28,762.84
29,813.40
34,229.45
35,674.49
33,752.68
32,463.77
35,470.21
39,070.27
45,219.95
38,043.7 5
46,872.94
42,886.27
40,429.89

22,162.03
30,687.92
28,703.79
28,706.89
3l ,685.95
31 ,98s.77
43,768.78
3t ,937.72
33,079.94
35,488.79
46,120.75
40,374.55
39,708.40
37,924.19
38,893.85
40,546.94

$ r 6,950,000
r 6,930,000
r 6,950,000
I 9,01 0,000
r 9,050,000
20,420,000
I 8,720,000
r 9,900,000
2 r ,350,000
22,440,000
2r,5r0.000
24,303,000
22,897,000
22,735,O00

$ r 30,800
I 30,800
144,COO
156,s48
162,353
169,O94
I 69,1 35
r 83,85t
189,729
200,002
200,3s3
215,413
219,627
218,916

't948

\949
I 950
I 951
1952
1 953
'1954

r 955
't956

1957
't958

r 959
r 960
I 961

Source: U. S. Department of Commerce, Annual Retail Sales Report, and fnformation
Bulletin No. 1, Division of Business and Economic Records, Univerqily of Wyoming.
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Table XLIX

RETAIT SATES BY TYPE OF VENDOR
CARBON COUNTY, WYOMTNG

I954 and I958

1954

Table Ll

BANK ASSETS AND IIABIIITIES

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING

l95t-I96I*

Food Stores

Eating and Drinking places

Apparel and Accessories

Furniture and Appliances
Automofive
Service Stations

lumber, Bldg., Hdw., Farm lmpl,
Drug and Proprietary
General Merchandise
All Other

Tota I

COMMODITIES

Food and Drink
Auto Supplies
Other Commodities

Sub-total

SERVICES

Lodging
Auto Repair

Transportation
Other Services

Sub-rotal

GRAND TOTAL

21.1

3.8

5.3

3.2

33.4

I00.0

21.7

3.7
5.4

3.3

34.t

100.0

I 95r

1952
't953

1954

I 955

I 956

1957

I 958

I 959

1 960

l96t

3,783,000
2,646,000

738,000
48 r ,000

2,997,O00

2,886,000
r ,501,000

754,000
r,883,000
I,05r,000

18,720,000

3,802,000
2,853,000r

691,000
665,000

3,546,000
3,724,OO0

t,5l I,000
933,000

2,036,000*
1,749,OOO'

2 1,5r 0,000

I958

Percent

Year
Loans and
Discounts

ASSEIS

Governmenl
Obligarions

8,824,487

7,515,093

5,261,686

8,424,O02

7,649,996

6,887,782

6,509,00r

6,643,592

6,604,548

5,434,174

5,913,494

UABtUTtES

Demand
Depo:its

Cash

4,213,289

3;/2s,689

3,926,893

3,809,004

3,411,224

3,235,1 5l
3,863,428

4,4t 8,151

2,638,946

2,954,212

3,437,794

Governmenl
Deposits

Other
Resources

33 t ,053

s43;t82

293,986

276,207

342,824

240,227

226,823

I 54,403

I4l ,3r I

129,334

I I 6,688

(lncluding
Capital

Accounts
Other

Liabiliries

I951

1952

I 953

I 954

I 955

I 956

1957

I 958

1959

I 960

l96l

3,694,723

4,305,209

4,485,664

4,367,553

4,749,533

5,112,059

5,443,085

5,265,401

6,133,772

6,627,297

6,821,323

Source: U. S,. Census ol Business and Information developed by this division.
rAdjusted because of Census under-enumeration.

Table I
TRAVETER EXPENDITURES

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMTNG
1954 and 1959

1954
Item Amount Percenl Amounl

Year
I 959

Time
Deposits

2,473,347

2,681,774

3,097,374

3,133,714

2,907,290

2,52s,900

2,488,Os8

2,610,119

2,509,323

2,625,543

2,880,800

11,505,224

l0,l r9,399

9,788,244

10,507,739

9,723,640

9,584,450

10,122,423

10,764,604

9,200,281

8,685,793

9,534,565

1,779,394

1,668,290

r.880,745

1,666,042

1,976,824

1,88t,815

1,902,819

2,169,512

1,639,154

2,127,541

r,970,469

1 ,57 5,591

r,420,624

| ,440,118

1,569,271

r,626,831

1,483,0s4

t ,529,036

\,567,282

2,159,818

1,706,139

r,903,466

736,8A0
't 
,l 78,800

526,800

2,442,400

77 5,700
137,400
194,500
't 

17 ,800

1,225,400

3,667,800

20. r

32. I

14.4

66.6

t7.o
34.2

| 4.7

65.9

742,200
'r,500,300

640,900

2,883,400

95t,1 00

162,600
237,200
143,700

1,494,600

-lt8-

4,378,000
oAs of December 31
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Year

Table Ul

SAI.ES OF U. S. SAVINGS BONDS
CARBON COUNTY AND SIATE OF WYOMING

1946-1961

Carbon
County

State of
Wyoming

Table UV

SEtECTED SERVICEs

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING

1954 and 1958

I 954

1946*
1947
1948
1949
I 950
r 95l
lg52**'l953***
1954
I 955
1956
1957
'1958

1959
1960
I 961

1946
1947
1948
1949
I 950
t 95l
1952
I 953
1954
r 955
r 956
1957
I 958
r 959
I 960
1 96.I

I 959
I960
I 961

$806,046
927,805
798,322
667,688
735,612
465,309
536,940
442,761
37s,809
328,433
344,44s
303,633
320,380
333,394
246,211
232,579

2,187
2,352
2,6s2
2,953
3,123
3,221
3,383
a 1E1

3,645
3,973
4,252
4,423
4,708
4,922
4,987
4,978

639
647
639

$1 4,481 ,7 62
| 4,843,s68
14,905,252
I 3,019,868
12,479,598
8,348,539
8,622,909
8,762,823
9,279,532

10,692,598
8,994,90s
7 ,7 47 ,147
8,927,17s
8,402,165
7,737,716
7,821,187

51,508
56,429
61 ,946
67,523
71,671
76,O't9
81,207
84,442
84,841
92,531
98,461

102,529
I I0,861
| 17,480
124,335
126,668

r08

60

$2,298,000

$2,0r 2,000

$ 615,000

Iil

I 958

127

69

$2,831,000

$2,399,000

$ 732,000

t53

Census

Total Establishments Number

Number with Payroll

Receipts all Establishments

Receipts Establishments with Payroll

Total Payroll

Active Proprietors

Employmenl Security

70 Hotels and Motels 105

72 Personal Seruices 8l
73 Business Services 6

75 Automobile Repair Shops 19

76 Miscellaneous Repair Services 16

78 Motion Pictures' 3l

79 Amusement and Recreation Services l8
276

I954
Employees

Payroll

1958
Employees

Payroll
*EFG
**EFGHJK
***EH
Source: IJ. S. Savings Bond Director

$249,271

172,838

I 5,008

58,786

51 ,541

38,422

3,864

$589,730

$305,650

149,124

18,422

30,873

31,053

40,217

3,209

$578,548

I6t
69

7

l'l
IO

32

295

Table Ull
NUMBER OF TETEPHONES IN USE (MOUNTAIN STATES SYSTEM)

CARBON COUNTY AND STATE OF WYOMING
1946-1961

Source: Mtn States Tel. & Tel. Co.

NUMBER OF TETEPHONES IN USE (INDEPENDENT PHONE COMPANIES)
I959-t96t
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