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CONDUCTING A 
LITERATURE REVIEW

JEFFREY WERST, LYNNE STAHL, BETH ROYALL

WVU LIBRARIES GRADUATE 
IMMERSION 2022



• Discuss lit review purpose, scope, and philosophy

• Develop strategies for organizing research materials

• Identify and explore useful databases

• Q&A

Outcomes
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Purpose of a Literature Review

4 x 3

Standard

16 x 9
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"Communities of scholars, researchers, or professionals engage in sustained discourse 
with new insights and discoveries occurring over time as a result of varied perspectives 
and interpretations." —ACRL Framework for Information Literacy, "Scholarship as Conversation"

A literature review should

• Lay the groundwork for your argument

• Provide the reader with necessary context

• Set up your intervention



Defining Your 
Scope

• How many sources?

• What types of sources?

• Orientation toward sources 
(summary/synthesis/evaluation)

• Background information

• Diversity of sources

• Parameters of sources (time, geography, method, 
language, discipline, etc.)
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Find Relevant Examples

• Books and articles in your field
• By authors whose work you admire

• On related topics

• Dissertations and theses
• By students with your advisor/in your department

• On related topics

• Etc.

https://www-proquest-com.wvu.idm.oclc.org/pqdtglobal/index?accountid=2837


1. Clarify your topic or scope

2. Find Models / Examples

3. Find and Evaluate Sources

4. Organize your work

5. Write!

6. Revise

Steps of a Lit Review
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Synthesis

• How do the sources relate to one 

another?

• How do the sources relate to your 

work and research?

• Form a narrative.

Summary vs Synthesis
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Summary

• What is the most important 

information in a source?

• Paraphrase, do not copy and 

paste.



Sample Summary
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Yeager, Hannah. The Effects of Communication on Marital Satisfaction. Thesis, 
University of West Florida, n.d.

To many, nonverbal communication may take a back seat to verbal communication. It is often 
overlooked and may be deemed unimportant. However, this aspect of communication speaks 

volumes. Nonverbal communication may consist of looking, smiling, frowning, touching, or 
expressions of surprise as seen in Weisfeld and Stack’s research study (2002). Women have been 
found to exhibit these forms of communication more often than men. Weisfeld and Stack studied 
nonverbal behaviors related to the closeness of a couple and found that women looked at their 

partners for a significantly longer amount of time as compared to men...



Sample Synthesis
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Burgers, Christian, et al. “Systematic Literature Reviews: Four Applications for 
Interdisciplinary Research.” Journal of Pragmatics, vol. 145, May 2019, pp. 102–09.

Pragmatics research touches upon interdisciplinarity in at least three distinct ways. First, many 
papers combine theories and constructs from linguistics with applications to communicative 

situations relevant to other fields of application, ranging from pedagogy (e.g., Cirillo, 2019) to 
health (e.g., Nielsen, 2019), politics (e.g., Musolff, 2017), and commercial advertising (e.g., Pérez-

Sobrino, Littlemore & Houghton, in press). In such projects, scholars engage in interdisciplinary 
research that requires a careful consideration of the linguistics literature, general literature on 

communication and the specialized literature from the field of application.



Organize Your Work

• Literature Review Matrix

• Zotero's sort, tag, notes functions

• Index Cards (old fashioned, but effective)



"Writing a Literature Review and Using a Synthesis Matrix." Writing & Speaking Tutorial Services. North 
Carolina State University. https://tutorial.dasa.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/29/2015/06/synthesis-
matrix.pdf





HDEV 305: Child Development: Conducting a Literature Review Research Guide. Binghamton 
University Libraries. https://libraryguides.binghamton.edu/c.php?g=405186&p=4462899



Using Zotero Tags









Identify Gaps

• What hasn't been explored?

• What isn't being discussed in the literature?

• What methods haven't been applied?



Bridging Conversations

Use your matrix, Zotero tags, index cards, etc., to:

• Identify new approaches or methods applied to 
old topics

• Bring together (synthesize) information from 
different fields (multi-disciplinary topics)



• https://westvirginia.libanswers.com/

• https://libguides.wvu.edu/LitReview/Home

• https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/literature-reviews/

Help and Resources
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• Aveyard, Helen. Doing a Literature Review in Health and Social Care: A Practical 
Guide. Maidenhead: Open University Press, 2014. Ebsco ebooks.

• Edwards, Jeffrey A. A Beginner's Guide to Economic Research and Presentation. New 
York: Business Expert Press, 2013. ProQuest eBook Central.

• Hays, Judith C. and Marilyn H. Oermann. "Reviewing the Literature." In Writing for 
Publication in Nursing, 51-7. New York: Springer, 2016. ProQuest eBook Central.

• Rewhorn, Sonja. “Writing Your Successful Literature Review.” Journal of Geography 
in Higher Education 42, no. 1 (February 2018): 143–47. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/03098265.2017.1337732.

Help and Resources, cont.
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https://doi.org/10.1080/03098265.2017.1337732.
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