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Historic Notes and Documents:
“Everything is Hubbub Here”:

Lt. James Willoughby Anderson’s Second
Seminole War, 1837-1842

by James M. Denham and Keith L. Huneycutt

s the Second Seminole War drew to a close in the spring of

1842, Lieutenant James Willoughby Anderson prepared to

eave territorial Florida for a post in the Old Northwest.
Pondering his experiences and life changes since entering the ter-
ritory in 1837, Anderson would have looked back on many signifi-
cant accomplishments. He had helped produce an important
topographical map, accumulated distinguished service commen-
dations, and made important professional relationships certain to
advance his military career.! But most of all, Anderson would have
thought of the important personal relationships forged during his
four years of service in Florida: his courtship and marriage to Ellen
Brown; the birth of their son; and his close personal ties to his
wife’s sister, Corinna, and her husband, Dr. Edward Aldrich, an
army surgeon with whom he served.

James M. Denham is professor of History and director of the Center for Florida
History at Florida Southern College. Keith L. Huneycutt is professor of English at
Florida Southern College. This article is related to a forthcoming work entitled
Echoes from a Distant Frontier: The Brown Sisters’ Correspondence from Antebellum Florida,
1835-1850 (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 2004).

1. “Map of the Seat of War Compiled by Order of Bv.t Brig.r Gen. Zachary
Taylor Principally from the Surveys and Reconnaissances of the Officers of
the U. S. Army. By Capt. John Mackay and Lieut. Blake, U. S. Topographical
Engineers, Head Quarters, Army of the South, Tampa Bay, Florida, 1839,
Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. Anderson was listed among eighteen
other officers from whom “important information has been obtained.”

[313]
Published by STARS, 2003



Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 82 [2003], No. 3, Art. 5

314 FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

James Willoughby Anderson was a native of Norfolk, Virginia,
and the product of a family distinguished in Virginia military his-
tory. His father, William, was a hero of the War of 1812 and had
served as commandant of the Norfolk Naval Yard. His mother’s
family was likewise well respected After graduating from West
Point in 1833, he received appointment to the U.S. 2nd Infantry
Regiment, serving in Maine and the Michigan and Wisconsin ter-
ritories. When transferred to Florida in the early stages of the
Second Seminole War, Anderson served at a number of forts
before arr1v1ng at newly constructed Post #12 in the late summer
of 1839." The post lay within Square Number 12 as defined by
General Zachary Taylor’s “Square System” that divided the territo-
ry north of the Withlacoochee into twenty-mile tracts, each with a
fort constructed in the middle. Soldiers built roads linking the
squares, and patrols scoured the perimeter of each tract for
Indians.

Post # 12 sat along the Bellamy Road, approximately five miles
east of Newnansville, East Florida’s largest inland settlement. The
Alachua County seat offered easy access to Fort Gilliland (within the
village itself), Fort Harlee on the St. Augustine Road about ten miles
to the east, and Fort Clarke, ten miles directly south of Newnansville

2. James Willoughby Anderson had two brothers and one sister: William
Anderson, his youngest brother, died in Norfolk on 27 December 1837 at the
age of twenty; Army and Navy Chronicle, 11 January 1838. Benjamin Franklin
Anderson was in the United States Navy, serving on the Ontario. After a brief
stint at the Norfolk Naval School in May 1838, he resigned on 23 June 1838.
Anderson’s sister was Virginia Anderson. Family genealogy supplied to edi-
tors by Mannevillette Sullivan. See also George W. Cullum, Biographical
Register of the Officers and Graduates of the Military at West Point, NY From ils
Establishment, March 16, 1802 to the Army Reorganization of 1866-67, 2 vols. (New
York, 1868) 1: 563-64; Francis B. Heitman, Historical Register and Dictionary of
the United States Army, 2 vols. (1903; facsimile reprint, Urbana, Ill., 1965), 1:
164; Army and Navy Chronicle, 24 August 1837, 10 May, 28 June 1838.

3. Army and Navy Chronicle, 14 September 1837, 28 March 1839, 26 December
1839.

4. John K. Mahon and Brent R. Weisman, “Florida’s Seminole and Miccosukee
Peoples,” in The New History of Florida, ed. Michael Gannon (Gainesville, Fla.,
1996), 196-97; Charlton W. Tebeau, A History of Florida (Coral Gables, Fla.,
1971), 166-68; Francis Paul Prucha, Sword of the Republic: The United States Army
on the Frontier (New York, 1969), 295-300; John K. Mahon, History of the Second
Seminole War 1835-1842 (1967; reprint, Gainesville, Fla., 1985), 249-51; John
T. Sprague, The Florida War: The Origin, Progress, and Conclusion of the Florida
War (Tampa, Fla., 2000; reproduction of the 1848 edition), 220-46; K. Jack
Bauer, Zachary Taylor: Soldier, Planter, Statesman of the Old Southwest (Baton
Rouge, La., 1985), 90-95.
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on the other side of the San Felasco Hammock.” Situated about fifty
miles from the Georgia-Florida boundary just south of the Santa Fe
River, the town had the region’s only superior court by 1828. In
1842, the federal government established a land office. The Second
Seminole War, beginning its fifth year in 1840, brought temporary
prosperity to the frontier outpost. Federal dollars flowed in, and the
town swelled with perhaps as many as two thousand pioneers from
devastated farms. (Alachua County itself contained roughly eight-
een hundred whites and five hundred slaves.)

As the nexus of military, commercial, and social activity in the
region, Newnansville offered respite to regular officers stationed
on nearby isolated outposts. Evidently, Anderson first met Ellen
Brown in the small town. The sister of Corinna Brown Aldrich,
whose husband was a surgeon in the Florida militia, Brown had
come to Mandarin, Florida, in November 1835 with Corinna, their
brother Charles, and their aunts Mary and Anne Dearing from
Portsmouth, New Hampshire. Another aunt, Delia Dearing, had
migrated to the territory in 1832 where, not long thereafter, she
married Dr. James Hall, an elderly planter with large holdings on
the St. Johns River south of Jacksonville. Hall sold the newcomers
a small tract adjacent to his plantation. Over the next two years,
the Browns established a homestead, experimenting with citrus
and other crops. In 1837, Corinna married Edward Aldrich.
Within two years, the entire group (except for Delia Hall) relocat-
ed to Newnansville.®

Lieutenant Anderson visited the Aldrich home in
Newnansville. Letters frequently referring to the young lieutenant
suggest that Ellen Brown’s sister and aunts did not know quite
what to think of him. For example, in the spring of 1840, Corinna

5. For more on Newnansville, see Susan Yelton, “Newnansville: A Lost Florida
Settlement,” Florida Historical Quarterly 53 (January 1975), 319-31; Rebecca
Phillips, “A Diary of Jessee Talbot Bernard: Newnansville and Tallahassee,”
Florida Historical Quarterly 18 (October 1939): 115-26; Jacob Rhett Motte,
Journey in the Wilderness: An Army Surgeon’s Account of Life in Camp and Field
During the Creek and Seminole Wars, 1836-1838, ed. James F. Sunderman
(Gainesville, Fla., 1953), 90-92; Mary Lois Forrester, comp., Lest We Forget: A
Town, Newnansville, Florida (Alachua, Fla., 1999).

6.  For more information on Corinna and Edward Aldrich, see James M.
Denham and Keith L. Huneycutt, ““Our Desired Haven’: The Letters of
Corinna Brown Aldrich from Antebellum Key West, 1849-1850," Florida
Historical Quanrterly 79 (spring 2001): 517-45.
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Ellen Brown Anderson painting by Mannevillette Elihu Dearing Brown. Courtesy of
Raymond and Jane Gill and Elizabeth Traynor

wrote her brother that “Ell is seated on the sofa with her beau . . .
he is a Lieut. of the 2nd Infantry—about 30 years of age—will
probably be a captain—He appears to be a clever fellow & gentle-
manly man—but I am not in love with him! He is rather tall,” she
continued, “but ugly as a rail fence. You must come home and take
a peep at him. He commands the Post at No. 12. I believe he is of
good family—a native of Virginia—I do not know that they intend

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol82/iss3/5
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marrying soon.”” The ladies of Dr. Aldrich’s household continued
their good-natured sparring over their future in-law. In May,
Corinna wrote that “Ell & Aunt Ann are battling about Mr.
Anderson’s beauty! He is tall as a poplar tree, bright red whiskers
& fierce looks.™®

As James and Ellen’s courtship continued through the spring
of 1840, changes in military leadership were afoot. That May,
General Zachary Taylor relinquished overall command of U.S.
troops in Florida to General Walker K. Armistead.” The 2nd
Infantry also had a new commander: Bennet Riley, an aggressive
and skilled commander who made Anderson’s Post # 12 his
headquarters. The two men soon forged a strong professional
and personal relationship.”” Although most Seminole hiding
places were south of Alachua County, raids continued on pioneer
homesteads. A series of retaliatory attacks against isolated
Seminole villages effectively removed the threat from the upper
peninsula, and Riley abandoned Post #12 in favor of Fort King
(Ocala), site of the previous Indian agency and the place where
Osceola and his [men had killed Wiley Thompson and others in
December 1835."

The following letters of Lieutenant James W. Anderson to
Ellen Brown Anderson narrate and describe the Second Seminole

7. Corinna Aldrich to Mannevillette Brown, 22 March 1840, Anderson-Brown
Papers, United States Military Academy, West Point, N.Y. The Library of the
United States Military Academy at West Point (USMA) holds a large collec-
tion, bequeathed by Miss Mannevillette Sullivan, of the personal correspon-
dence of her family from 1831 to 1900, including the letters of James
Anderson, her great-grandfather. The authors of this article thank
Mannevillette Sullivan for allowing them to use these letters, photographs,
and genealogy materials.

8. Corinna Aldrich to Mannevillette Brown, 23 May 1840, Anderson-Brown
Papers.

9. Walker Keith Armistead, a native of Virginia, was reputed to have fought in
the Battle of Fallen Timbers (1794) as a boy. Among the first cadets to be
admitted to West Point Military Academy, Armistead graduated in 1803. He
served on the Niagara River and the Chesapeake during the War of 1812.
Over the next twenty or so years, Armistead served in the Washington and
Boston areas. He served two stints in Florida before taking overall command
on 5 May 1840. Relieved slightly more than one year later, he died in 1845 in
Upperville, Virginia; Mahon, Second Seminole War, 274-75, 287; Cullum,
Biographical Register, 1: 91; Heitman, Historical Register, 1: 169.

10.  Army and Navy Chronicle, 12 December 1839, 30 April 1840.

I1. Ibid., 28 May 1840; (St. Augustine) News, 15 May 1840.
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James Willoughby Anderson’s Second Seminole War

War from the perspective of a young officer who played an impor-
tant role in these final campaigns. They also provide intimate
details of the loving relationship of a husband and wife separated
by military conflict and determined to cope with the hardships.
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James poured out to Ellen his innermost hopes, fears, and frustra-
tions—but also his dreams and desires.!?

Fort King,"” E.F.
May 25th, 1840
Dear Ellen—

Our Command arrived here yesterday, leaving a
large force in the vicinity of Micanopy—there are not
over 200 troops here at present, the rest being upon the
march in different portions of the country—An Express
arrived last Evening bringing intelligence that 5 Citizens
had been killed near St. Augustine—at the same point
where Capt. [Frederick] Searle was wounded * The war
apparently has just commenced. The Indians are infuri-
ated by the loss of their crops & are now wreaking their
vengeance in a most summary manner. AsyetI can form
no idea of the extent of service to be performed or the
length of time we will be kept out. A Grand Expedition
is talked of, to take place in a few days, which I hope will
be the last as they will then let us go home & take care of

12.  Letters appear in their original form unless otherwise indicated. The editors have
retained the original spelling and punctuation wherever the manuscript is clear.
Additions and changes are noted in brackets. Around sixty letters between the
Andersons survive. Unfortunately, James did not save Ellen’s letters to him as
long as he was stationed near her, so no 1840 letters from Ellen survive.

13. Fort King (Ocala), established as headquarters of the Indian Agency in the
early 1830s near the north boundary of the Seminole reservation boundary as
laid out by the Treaty of Moultrie Creek, 1823, was approximately fifty miles
south of Newnansville. For more on Ocala, see Eloise Robinson Ott, “Ocala
Prior to 1868,” Florida Historical Quarterly 6 (October 1927): 85-110.

14. This refers to the attack on the theatrical group between Picolata and St.
Augustine. Frederick Searle was born in England and lived in Massachusetts
before his appointment to West Point from that state. Graduating in 1823,
Searle served on topographical duty in Virginia, Michigan, and New York
before coming to Florida in 1836 as captain of the Mounted Creek volunteers.
He was severely wounded at the Locha-Hatchee on 24 January 1838. Searle’s
wounds from the ambush on the road between St. Augustine and Picolata on
25 November 1839 were so serious that he remained on sick leave until his
death in 1853; Cullum, Biographical Register, 1: 244-45; Heitman, Historical
Register, 1: 871. For the attack itself, see Jacob Brown to Paymaster General,
24 May 1840, in Clarence E. Carter, ed., Territorial Papers of the U. S., 26 vols.
(Washington, D.C., 1934-62), 26: 156; (St. Augustine) Florida Herald and
Southern Democrat, 29 May 1840; Army and Navy Chronicle, 5 December, 19
December 1839; News, 29 November 1839.

Published by STARS, 2003
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our sick—The express between Micanopy and No. 12 was
fired upon yesterday or the day before. Expresses from
all quarters & Indian news occupy our time.

Yours truly,
Anderson

Fort King
May 28, 1840

Dear Ell:

When I left No.12 I little thought that so many impor-
tant things would be brought about ere my return & I rest-
ed in perfect confidence that I should be so happy as to
remain near you, during the summer. I hope, however,
that the change which affects me most, viz my removal
from No.12 will not take place immediately. Now generals
bring new plans & I am so old a veteran in this war that I
consider myself at perfect liberty to speculate upon all
their acts & to grumble as much as I please. The 2nd
Dragoons leave Florida & the infantry are to be estab-
lished on a line from Pelicier Creek to Fort Fanning. Col.
[Bennet] Riley has command of this section of country &
will be stationed at this post with 4 companies of the 2nd
so say instructions from Washington which I have just
read. The change will take place gradually, so as not to
expose the settlements, & 1000 militia are to be mustered
into service to supply our places near the settlements.

Tomorrow morning at day light, our command
amounting to over 200 men will proceed to scour the
country bordering on the Ouithloochee & will probab}y
remain from 15 to 25 days absent from this place.
Although on the eve of a march, considered the most
important from this post, I do not feel any confidence
of meeting with Indians, and being now broken up

15. On 5 June 1840, Anderson’s force came upon an Indian encampment on the
Oklawaha and destroyed 150 acres of corn and pumpkins; Florida Herald and
Southern Democrat, 12 June 1840. See also Report of Lieutenant Colonel
Bennet Riley, 9 June 1840, in Army and Navy Chronicle, 2 July 1840.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhg/vol82/iss3/5
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entirely in my arrangements for the summer, I should
feel, as I did before I met you, did I not know that there
was one who felt solicitous for my welfare. This post is
a good one & I should be comfortable here were it
where I would have it. Next winter we will be on the full
jump in the Everglades. I presume from what I hear,
No. 10, 11, & 12 will be abandoned in a month or so,
also much of the other posts in the vicinity of the set-
tlements, all of which also are garrisoned, will be gar-
risoned by the militia.

Remember me to the Doctor & tell him that he
must prepare for very important changes in the military
world around him. My love to Mrs. A and say to her that
I miss her nice cake very much. Soldiers’ fare is our
portion, hard bread & [old] meats, with a sour orange
occasionally. You must excuse my scrawls, Ellen, I write
so much & the weather is so excessively warm, that my
fingers are cramped & my head is a blaze. Many of our
men are sick & more will be before we have done scout-
ing. Of myself, I feel very confident, more so than usual
at this season & do not remember ever to have been
better off as regards to my health. Genl. Armstead is
here, of which you no doubt have heard, but [Secretary
of War]| J[oel]. R. Poinsett at Washington is the one
now who directs our movements in Florida. Such being
the case, it is to be hoped that the failure of this war will
at length fall upon the proper shoulders at Washington,
where the blame should have rested long ago. ... Good
night

Yours,
Anderson

No. 12 E.F.
July 2, 1840

We anticipate our orders by return mail from Black
Creek, tomorrow. Consequently I am in a big stew about
this time, rummaging among Mosquito Bars &
Drumsticks—Haversacks & camp kettles, axes & fifes,
muskets & musty floor. There is but little after all in the
active service of a Soldier’s life, to foster the high notions

Published by STARS, 2003
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Bennet Riley (1787-1853) was James W. Anderson’s commanding officer in
Florida, Buffalo, New York, and Mexico. Courtesy U. S. Cavalry Museum, Fort Riley
Kansas.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol82/iss3/5
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of Chivalry with which we enter the profession. Scenes of
martial strife are, generally indeed I may say always, por-
trayed by the pen, in glowing colours & graphically all
armies are made to contend in full uniform—Whereas
there is much that the pen overlooks or garbles & much
that the pencil omits or beautifies. But very few battles
are on record where contending armies ever fought in
full dress—The fatigue dress & often any dress one hap-
pens to have is worn on all such occasions. Graphically
the Colours are always represented flying, whereas they
are seldom exposed, as they are perhaps too great a temp-
tation to the Enemy—All the pomp of war, that I now
expect to anticipate can be compassed in the sound of an
Indian Rifle—or should I live to see a war with a civilized
nation—in the Sound of Drums & the thundering of
Cannon—There is a peculiar click to an Indian rifle that
is not at all pleasant to the Ear & I infer that the thunder
of Cannon is not much more agreeable. But as I was once
told by a Superior officer that if all our duties were agree-
able there would be no hardships for us to relate to lis-
tening ladies.

I will close my digression & talk of matters more to the
present purpose . . .. I intended to have gotten you to
select something for the jackets—but I fear I shall have
barely time to bid you good bye & tell you to be a good girl
until I return. Make them of the cotton; if anything, it is
better for the woods, the Piny Woods, the barren Piny
Woods—Woes me! I shall cry my eyes out at Fort King
from very spite that Twiggs has at length an opportunity to
gain at his having succeeded in breaking up No. 12—my
No. 12—My beautiful little post so near the pretty little city
too—What shall I do? What shall I do? . ..

Ever yours
W

Pilatka [Palatka]'® E.F.
July 24, 1840

16. By the summer of 1840, General Walker Keith Armistead had relocated the
main supply depot from Garey’s Ferry to Palatka on the west bank of the St.
Johns River. See Mahon, Second Seminole War, 279.
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Dear Ell—

As I sat, last evening, writing up the proceedings of the
Court Mamall I heard the sound of paddles and going to
the wharf, I had the satisfaction of finding a steamer put-
ting in from the creek & on boarding her, I had the still
greater satisfaction of finding a bundle of papers directed
by you to this place. I was of course not at all curious until
I reached my room, where upon searching the packet—I
found what do you suppose. Why, I found that you had
defrauded the mail. Now, as you knew that I would not
resist in sharing in the fraud by opening and reading your
billet as soon as I saw it, I think that the matter might be
considered as resting with yourself. Butalas! Tam too will-
ing to share in such frauds. Consequently I am as guilty as
yourself & as it is perhaps not the first pleasure. I have
stolen from ‘Uncle Sam: why, my conscience is not very
much oppressed. It gives me much pleasure to know that
you are in good health. T am all the time wishing myself
back to No 12—poor No 12—I was the first to raise it up
& the last to abandon it. Itis a green spot in the oasis of
my existence.

The court will meet the last time tomorrow morning
& we will disperse to our posts. I shall go immediately to
Fort King & will be as busily occupied there with
Regimental papers that have been neglected necessarily in
consequence of the Regt. having been on the move for 2
or 3 months past & my not having been able to attend to
them during that time. At the end of that time, I will
endeavour to get a leave for 5 or 6 days in order not to let
you forget me—as you threaten.

Do you wish to be astonished?—since I last wrote 1
have seen Mrs. so & so, Rosa Reed,  the misses so & so of

On 17 July 1840, the News reported that “A Court Martial is now in session in
Palatka, for the trial of soldiers and mutinous conduct at that post a short
time since. Col. Riley President, Lt. Col. Whistler, Maj. Wilcox, Caps
Bonneville, Barnum, Hawkins, and Lt. Anderson”; quoted in Army and Navy
Chronicle, 30 July 1840.

Ellen’s friend Rosalie Reid was the twenty-one year old daughter of Judge
Robert Reid, who became governor in December 1839. Rosalie Reid eventu-
ally married Charles Black and bore a child, Rebecca. Both Rosalie and her
baby died in July 1840 at her plantation, “Blackwood,” near Tallahassee;
Florida Herald and Southern Democrat, 30 July 1841.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhg/vol82/iss3/5
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St. Augustine—the famed St. Augustine. Last Saturday
morning one of the members of the court was sick & the
court adjourned over until Monday. I immediately
mounted Dick, crossed the river & put off through the
woods for St. Augustine. I got lost, never having been on
the East side of the St. Johns & did not get into the town
until sundown. I started off as I was, in my round jacket,
& visited several ladies, whom I have treated very shabbily
by forgetting their names. Among others I visited [were]
those at the house where Rosa Reed is staying—of course
I cannot give any opinions of the ladies as I cannot
remember their names—The lady of the Sea Wall
Gentleman (Your partic{ular friend) is one of them that I
refer to. Rosa spured = some questions about you—or
rather gave me several hints—that she had heard some-
thing—I told the truth. That I was well acquainted with
Miss Ellen & that I thought very highly of her—after visit-
ing there I went the same evening to the house where the
3 misses somebodies are (I forget their names) quite live-
ly, plenty to say & the gentleman I went with was so
wrapped up in one of them that he served me the same
tonick that I have served others viz—kept me at the house
until ? past 12 a.m. The next morning, being Sunday, I
heard the ugly chime of the Catholic bells, but could not
go to church, as I was to leave at 11 o’clock to return here.
I intended to go through the fort & to look at the Sea
Wall, neither of which did 1 accomplish, but left the place
in ignorance whether there was anything to be seen but a
few low houses with narrow lanes between them, a few offi-
cers of the Army, & a few young ladies. . . .

I have been & am yet very busy here. Since the mov-
ing of the 9th of this month I have been a busy clerk, hav-
ing written between 4 & 500 full pages. The court has
disposed of the mutineers at this post & a number of other
prisoners amounting to about 30. I am tired & sick of my
writing that is not for you. . . . I thank you for saying that
you will not go away without me & remain assured I shall
be with you as soon as possible. I do not intend resigning

19. This usage of “Spur” as a verb is an obsolete variant of “Speer,” an “inquiry,
questioning, or interrogation”; Oxford English Dictionary.
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my company exactly. I have no right to be in command of
one, as | am the staff officer of the Regiment. Col. Riley
thinks that I am active & permits me to retain the com-
mand as he knows that I do not wish to lose it & as he also
thinks a little more experience will be of service to Lt.
Hoffman ere he has the command of it. I think you mis-
understand my motives—EIll sometimes—I am perfectly
willing to tell you all & every thing in which I am con-
cerned if you wished me so to do. Yet such things as relate
to the military are rather incomprehensible sometimes to
the best of us—or rather inexplicable. Some of my duties
again are not pleasant & I avoid speaking of them. Do not
fear to tire me. Your remarks in your last only have the
effect of making me renew my request that you might
write without restraint. I have a good mind to get lost
tomorrow on my way to Fort King & find myself at
Newnansville. What say you, would it not be a good
idea?—if it were not that these red skins are rather hostile
at this time I would certainly do it, as it is, if I meet with
Mr. Coacoochee, he might insist upon having a one hand-
ed duel, which would not be very pleasant; besides the
escort that brought me here, was fired upon on their
return to Fort King & as I love you so well, nor wish to lose
my life, I will be as cautious as circumstances will admit of.
Remember me to all.

Ever Yours, Willoughby

[P. S.] Pilatka now begins to present the appearance
of a village—stone houses & dwellings are going up rapid-
ly & the stores will soon be transferred from [Black]
Creek. Genl. A.[rmistead] has gone to Cedar Keyes—Lit.
[James Wilkinson] Penrose”’ is sick & on his way out of the
territory. I suppose Col. Riley & myself will be left alone
this summer. Every body else appears to be getting sick—

20. James Wilkinson Penrose was a native of Missouri and graduated from West
Point in 1828. Penrose entered Florida as first lieutenant of the 2nd Infantry
on 3 July 1838. After leaving Florida in 1842, Penrose was stationed in
Plattsburg, New York. He served in the Mexican War and died in Plattsburg
in 1849 at the age of 41; Cullum, Biographical Register, 1: 337; Heitman,
Historical Register, 1: 783,
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Fort _Kl':lg(._ Fa,
€5 Bee jewnid _M.MY.;‘A}.-(L :f‘my

Fort King (Ocala, Florida) ca. 1839, as James and Ellen Anderson would had
remembered it. The authors wish to thank Frank Laumer, Richard Mathews, and
the Seminole Wars Historic Foundation for bringing this line drawing to their
attention. First publication of the sketch appeared in the Foundation’s edition of
The Florida War by John T. Sprague, published by the University of Tampa Press in
2000.

though I am made somewhat a pack-horse. I will not give
up until I am sick & then I shall bolt home. W. .

Do I get peaches & watermelons?>—Yes Maria,” occa-
sionally—but they do not taste so well as those of
Newnansville.—I send you some kisses but they are not so
good as those in Newnansville. Good night & God bless
you. Ever Yours A—

Fort King
August 17, 1840

Dear Ell—

After leaving Newnansville, I pursued my course in the
direction of Fort Clarke at a gentle pace, thinking of

21. Ellen’s middle name.
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nothing that I am aware of but your own sweet self. When
I found myself in what I call a pretty considerable of a
hammock,” I began to wake up to a sense of my situation.
I then told Dick that he had ruminated long enough at
your house & that I now wished him to be on the alert,
where at he took to his heels & neither of us halted until
we arrived safe & sound at Wacahoota. There I took an
escort of 8 men & jogged on the next morning to Fort
Wheelock & from thence I came through last night, arriv-
ing here at ? past 10 p.m. The Sickness here has abated
considerably—3 men have died—& all now sick are con-
valescing. The Colonel is about starting on his monthly
rounds to Forts Russell & Holmes & talks some of going to
St. Augustine.

We hear today by a train that arrived here from Pilatka,
that it is very unhealt}(zlz' at Black Creek—Also that the Genl.
[Leigh] Reid [Read]™ who was in Newnansville is to raise
1500 militia & is to have a staff of Regular officers. “Tis said
that he himself came in with the rank of Brig. General. I
cannot vouch for the truth of the report—it comes howev-
er from a good source. If such be the case, I may probably
be on mustering duty; for which I have applied & shall have
more opportunities of being in the settlements. We hear
nothing of Indians in this vicinity. The large party of them
that were committing depredations on the settlers, passed
on to the Acklewaha [Oklawaha] within about 30 miles of
this post. I find Mrs Wescott™" quite sick. All the rest are
well. Mrs. [Arabella] Riley asked not a word as to where 1

This is the San Felasco Hammock just south of Newnansville.

Militia General Leigh Read was appointed in early summer. For his orders,
see Secretary of State to Leigh Read, 14 July 1840, in Carter, ed., Temritorial
Papers, 26: 168-69. Leigh Read was an extremely controversial figure. Serving
in a number of political posts, including U. S. Marshal of the Middle District
of Florida, Read was involved in a number of violent political confrontations
and fought a number of duels. He was murdered by Willis Alston in the
streets of Tallahassee in April 1841, roughly a year and a half after he had
killed Alston’s brother, Augustus, in a duel. See James M. Denham, “The
Read-Alston Duel and Politics in Territorial Florida,” Florida Historical
Quanrterly 68 (April 1990): 427-46.

George Clinton Westcott was a native of New Jersey and second lieutenant in
the second infantry. Westcott’s brother James D. was a leading Democratic
politician in Florida. In 1845, he became one of the state’s first two U. S. sen-
ators; Heitman, Historical Register, 1: 1020.
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have been. I presume however that she thought it would
not be agreeable or she would have done so. The Colonel’s
wishes are laws with her—suppose I add “as they should be?”
Not pretending to say that all husbands’ moods or wishes
should be laws to their wives, as I myself will admit that I
have seen some husbands whose wishes were anything but
reasonable. However even a Soldier is not bound to obey
any order against law or reason—such is in his contract—Of
the Marriage Contract there are many interpretations: but
that only is the true one wherein the parties concerned are
made happy who enter into it. . . »

Ever yours
Willoughby

Fort King E.F.
November 15th,1840

Dearest Ell,

We reached this place on Tuesday Evening safe &
found General A.[rmistead] here with his staff; also 10 com-
panies of the 8th Infantry & the Arkansas Delegation of
Indians—Soon after our arrival the General succeeded in
effecting a meeting with about 140 hostiles with Harlock
[Halleck Tustenuggee] Emaltha at their head about 2 miles
from the post in one of the most beautiful places for an
ambuscade. This was on Thursday. The talk between the
Gl. & Harlock amounted to but little in the course of which
the Genl persuaded the scamp to trust himself at the Fort &
they rode up together. Harlock states that he could not talk
before Cosa-Tustenacoochee [Thlocklo Tustenuggee]
came in—but lo & behold, after receiving the usual quanti-
ty of presents, etc, we awoke this morning and found all our
prisoners gone but one & on sending out to the camp 2

25. Reverend ].T. Prevat officiated over the marriage of James and Ellen on
October 26, 1840, in Newnansville. Ellen remained in the town while James,
at Fort King, began constructing a house for them. See Alachua County
Marriage Records, 1837-1849, Book 1, 22, microfilm copy in State Library of
Florida, Tallahassee; Army and Navy Chronicle, 10 December 1840. See also
copy of marriage license in Affidavit of Samuel Russell, 9 March 1852;
Affidavit of Ellen Anderson, 2 April 1852, in materials supplied to editors by
Mannevillette Sullivan.

Published by STARS, 2003



330

26.

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 82 [2003], No. 3, Art. 5

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

miles from here where the hostiles were watching for Cosa,
as they said, no trace of them cguld be found—Thus is it
ever & thus must it ever be I fear.”” The Doctor was present
at the talk & can tell you all that transpired . . . .

Since my arrival I have applied for quarters & a build-
ing has been turned over to me which I shall have finished
in 2 or 3 weeks. . . . My house as I said before, will be fin-
ished in 2 or 3 weeks, but our goods cannot reach
Newnansville probably in less than 4 or 5 weeks or even six
weeks from this date. . . .

To day, I have marched some 17 or 18 miles to no pur-
pose after the runaways—troops have been out all day, but
none of us know whither they (the Indians) have gone.
Everything wears a melancholy aspect & moody faces may be
seen in the General’s quarters & in the Soldiers tent—with
the Generals, the disappointment has been very great. I
have not been free from gloom; but it is because the Doctor
is leaving me—So long as he remained I have felt as if there
was a hope that I would not be long away from you—I can-
not bear to be so longer than I have mentioned & as there is
a very strong probability that we will remain here for some
time to come, I want my Ellen with me—I confess my weak-
ness—with you I am happy—without you, I am not—I once
thought that if you were mine I could bear separation bet-
ter—but I find that I did not think truly. Give my love to
Mrs. Aldrich & Miss Dearing—Also to George—tell Mrs.
Aldrich I would have tried to keep the Doctor longer, but I
find that he is homesick & being in the same predicament I
have a fellow feeling for him. Tell George if he can expedite

The two chiefs to whom James referred were Tiger Tail (Thlocklo
Tustenuggee) and Halleck Tustenuggee. For more on their meeting, see
Secretary of War to Walker K. Armistead, 31 December 1840, in Carter, ed.,
Territorial Papers, 26: 233; Florida Herald and Southern Democrat, 14 November
1840; Mahon, History of the Second Seminole War, 282; James W. Covington, The
Seminoles of Florida (Gainesville, Fla., 1993), 99-100; Sprague, The Florida War,
246-65. Of “The Talk,” the Florida Herald and Southern Democrat reported on
20 November 1840, “We learn that the talks at Fort King have been conclud-
ed by the abrupt departure of the Indians who had come in . ... A loud order
from Gen. Armistead informs the military that the truce is ended—(a queer
truce it was that enabled Wild Cat’s party to grin over the fences at us, within
sight of the town while they robbed negro houses and murdered on the high-
way.)”
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matters & have our goods at Newnansville with the first of
his, he will greatly oblige me. So long as General [Walker
Keith] Armistead remains in Command we will remain here
to a certainty. God bless you Ell, I would have written more
fully & better were I not fatigued. . . . Always state in your let-
ters the fact, should you be sick, which may God forbid, for
should you conceal it, I might not be with you, when if you
told me, I should, at all risks—God bless you Ell

Fort King E.F.
November 17, 1840

Dearest Ell

I wrote to you a day or two ago by the Doctor, telling
you of my prospects of remaining at this post during the
winter. There is no danger of our being removed so long
as General Armistead remains in command & I am hard
at work at my building. Today we received orders to be in
readiness for field service & I presume by Thursday we
shall be off on a scout of some eight or ten days on the
Ocklawaha—b5 companies of the 8th Infantry are now out
on a scout. The armistice is at an end & the General has
told officers & men in orders that he was satisfied with
our endeavours heretofore & expected that we would
comply cheerfully with the increased demand on his part
for activity & zeal on ours etc. etc. Alas, Alas, that we
should still have to struggle in this inglorious warfare. 3
of the Arkansas delegation of Indians have gone out into
the Indian county to make a last effort on the hostiles. It
is folly, even they themselves had no hope & shook hands
with their comrades before going, evidently never expect-
ing to see them any more. Lt [\%ashington Irving]
Newton™', Lt. [Benjamin L] Beall”™ & Lt. [William

331

Washington Irving Newton was a native of Washington, D.C., and joined the
army in 1838 as a 2nd lieutenant in the 2nd Dragoons. He retired at the rank

of major in 1861; Heitman, Historical Register, 1: 746.

A West Point graduate who served briefly in the army before resigning his
commission, Benjamin L. Beall came to Florida following the outbreak of the

Second Seminole War as captain of the Washington City Volunteers.

In

March 1837, he was brevetted to major for “gallantry and successful service

against the Florida Indians”; Heitman, Historical Register, 1: 202.
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Joseph] Hardee™ 2nd (an. are ordered to France to
learn the Dragoon Drill.” Newton goes through Norfolk
from here & had I any cakes, I should have sent some by
him, as he has politely q),s]ked me if I had any commands.
Lt. [George W.] Patten” is here on a Court of Enquiry
ordered by the Col%.2in a matter between Lt. Penrose & Lit.
[Bryant P.] Tilden™" of the Regiment. Another court is to
sit soon at Fort Russell. The whole of the 8th Infy. & the
General to boot will probably leave this in the course of a
week or ten days. This General has expressed the opinion
to the Colonel that the officers of the Regt ought all to
remove their wives to this post, as he does not deem it safe
either at Fort Russell or Holmes, but it will not be done,
there being a difference of opinion in that matter.

Since I have returned I received your last letter to
me before I joined you Ell & I read it as greedily as ever.
When I first came back I thought the Colonel was
inclined to treat me with coldness & I kept my distance.
For the last two days, however, I have noticed a change,

29.  Georgia native William Joseph Hardee graduated from West Point in 1838
and joined the 2nd Dragoons as 2nd lieutenant. Serving with distinction in
the Mexican War, Hardee resigned his commission and fought for the
Confederacy, achieving the rank of general. He died in 1873; Heitman,
Historical Register, 1: 499.

30.  (Savannah) Republican, 21 November 1840, quoted in Army and Navy Chronicle,
26 November 1840.

31. A native of Rhode Island, George W. Patten graduated from West Point in
1830. Patten, who also graduated from Brown University, published several
books of poetry. A member of the 2nd Infantry, Patten came to Florida in
1837, serving there until 1842. He fought in the skirmish on the Oklawaha
River on 4 March 1841. After leaving Florida, Patten fought in the Mexican
War as a captain. He participated in the Seige of Vera Cruz and lost a hand
in the Battle of Cerro Gordo. In the 1850s, Patten served on the western fron-
tier and held administrative posts during the Civil War; Cullum, Biographical
Register, 1: 377; Heitman, Historical Register, 1: 774.

32, Massachusetts native Bryant Tilden graduated from West Point in 1840. A
member of the 2nd Infantry, he served in Florida from 1840 to 1842. Tilden
served with distinction in the Mexican War, fighting in the battes of
Churubusco, Contreras, and Molino del Rey, and was present at the assault
and capture of Mexico City. He resigned his commission in 1848 and there-
after became a mining engineer and educator. He died in Olean, New York,
in 1859; Cullum, Biographical Register, 1: 607; Heitman, Historical Register, 1:
961.
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but for such things I care not. I shall hereforth do my
duty to the best of my ability & ask no favours of any
one. I care for no such matters. My duty is governed by
my conscience & my love is all yours. I anticipate much
pleasure in having you with me during the winter. 1
think it better, Ell, my own dear, Ell, that such should
be the case unless the state of your sister’s health
should demand your presence. I cannot at this time
bear a long separation & have cursed my folly ever since
the failure of the treaty that I did not overstay my leave.
Now that I am here I have a great deal to do on account
of the sickness of the other officers & am bound to
remain. I could not get away without deserting. I can-
not reconcile it to myself that I am only 50 miles from
you—the distance seems at least 1000 miles. . . . Give my
love to the Doctor & tell him that we are so overrun
here I am afraid he did not enjoy the force as he might
have done. I wish you also to ask him whether an escort
was offered him from Micanopy—I wish to know the last
particularly. My love to Mrs. Aldrich & Miss Dearing &
George. I suppose there can be no doubt that every-
thing you send for reaching Newnansville by Christmas.
At any rate, I shall come for you certainly by that time
unless you tell me it is too early. I cannot stay long
when I come perhaps two or three days. 1 have never
had more to do than I have at the present time, indeed
all sorts of duties fall on my shoulders for want of offi-
cers & so long as I continue well, I am willing but no
longer. I think it better to be so employed than to have
time to think much. Today, however, I have received a
letter from the 2nd auditor stating that all money mat-
ters between me & the government were settled, which
information has given me much satisfaction, as I had
unsettled accounts of several years standing. Uncle
Sam has now no chance of ever calling me a defaulter.
Many an officer would give a great deal for such a doc-
ument as I received to day. Good night, Ell, God bless
you

Your own Willo—
until death—
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Fort King E.F.
November 20, 1840

Dearest Ellen,

God Bless You. I have just received your letter of the
14th, which reaching me as it does the day before I enter
the field, where I shall be for the next fourteen days, has
cheered me up vastly. This, however, will not interfere at
all with my arrangements to have you with me as soon as
our Chattels can reach you. Everything is hubbub here
and I think I may also add humbug. %The General has
been humbugged, Capt. [John] Page =~ & the Arkansas
Delegation have been humbugged & I suppose we shall
all be humbugged during the whole winter. I keep clear
of all councils either about Indians or army movements &
keep myself employed in obeying orders. Troops are
moving in all directions. The General is I suppose doing
all he can but no results will be produced that will be of
any consequence this winter. Tomorrow Col. Riley starts
from here into the Chocochattee region with all the offi-
cers & men we can raise from our three posts Forts King,
Russell, & Holmes, leaving behind the crippled, maimed
& sick to take care of said posts. Genl. A was going to
issue an order that the ladies of the 2nd. Infy should be
all brought to this post from Forts Russell & Holmes, but
Col. Riley suggested to him that they were not 