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d veloper pitched hi proje t to app al to our budding bourgeoi 
sensibilitie and pr judic . Touting the site as "wh r nature did 
its b t," h drew up a covenant promi ing that "no trailer, tent, 
hack,outhou or oth r t mporary tructure" would be allow d to 

threat n property value, and that "no noxious activiti ,off nsive 
noi or odor, nor any nui ance [would] b permitted" to hat­
t r our seclu ion. H e al 0 a ur d bu ers that lots in the dev lop­
m ent would not "b old, leased, or rent d t or 0 upi d by an 
per on or per ons other than the cauca ian r c ." 

Now if you want d "no iou a tivities or offen ive noi e ," ou 
could find a few in De tin (about an hour to th w t) or Panama 
City (am distanc , other dir ction). But in th 1950s, De tin, 
"the lu kie t little fi hing villag in th world" wa mo tly chart r 
boat wharv ,a handful of mote ls , the u ual ta ky ouv nir hops, 
and a f w afood restaurants . Panama ity and its beache 
off r d a bit more, but not much . Truth wa , vi itor didn 't want 
much, and th y only wanted it in th summ r. h w k b \:Vveen 
M morial Day and Lab r Day w r a ca h cm for m rchan · , but 
on pt mb r rolled around tourists rolled away and "the coast 
wa cl ar"-as Jimmy Buffett remini ced. 

I n v r hard th t rm "Red neck Riviera" ba k then, though it 
could have been applied without in ult. Vi itor w r mostly from 
Alabama (like us) or southw t Georgia , with a few from 
Mi i sippi. In tho day the route wa ' indire t, th road were 
rough, and th trip wa long, sp cially with kid -which veryoll 

m d to hav . This lower outh d mographi wa asil r cog­
nized by the Il wspap r (th Montgomery dverti erwas a particu­
lar fa orit ) and exploited by nt rpri ing n tr pren eurs lik th 
one who nam d hi bar th "Little B ham. " a ti s, influ n c d by 
similar post-war circum tan es wer n 't that mu h differ nt from 
th e tourists , 0 when th y mingl d it wa h rd to tell one from th 
other. Tog th r th and we turn d thi tretch of bach into a 
comfortable, incon pi uou , and slightly decad Ilt pIa e for 
outh rn folk to unwind. 

Then thing b an to han . Mark d wn 1960 a th critical 
date. That year Hollywood put out "Where the Boy Are," a movi 
ab ut pring Br ak in Fort Lauderdal . Now Spring Break had 
n ver been much along th n rth rn Gulf. Mo t hool in ur­
rounding tate only got a couple of days off and besides, March on 
the Panhandle could b d wnri ht old. Wh drive all tha t way to 
shi er in th dun s? "Where th BAr" changed everything. 
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and new w rIft a pil of rubbl. yen th "Litt] B'ham" wa 
gon . It wa a ad seen . 

Surv ying the wreckag , developers qui kly r aliz d th a t 
torm did not d troy 0 mu h a they cleared th e way for n w 

con tru tion, and oon p ulators w re buying property, drawing 
plan, and laying foundations. Contributing in no mall wa to th 
success of th ir fforts was a d cision by the Florida D partment of 
Tran portation. Over the bitter prote ts of folks lik m grand­
mother, th DOT built a bach rout -Highway 30A-b twe n 
Panama ity and De tin, right through our 0 ce remote agrov 
B a h . Thi mad e the places builder want d to build mor a c -
sible, and before long the ounds of onstru tion w re h ard all 
along the oast. 

oon ther were more motel, r taurant, and amu m n t 
outlets than ev r before. To fill all th se available rooms with peo­
ple who w uld pend enough to keep th econom afl at, 
Chambers of ommerce aggres ively promot d th ir product 
which wa , w 11, what v r you want d it to b. "Wanna mak 
mon y-invest here. Wanna relax-stay here. Wanna party-
om hr." And in thi atmo ph r of con omic opportuni m, 

freewhee ling peculation , and he ll -bent edoni m , the term 
"Redn ck Riviera" wa coined. 

The originator, How 11 Rain of The ew York Times, wa n't 
v n talking about th Florida Panhandl wh n h cam up with 

it. Ra ines wa writing about th Alabama coa t, wh r All-Pro quar­
t rba k K nny tabl r and hi fri nd h e ld court. Ov r there , 
b tween Orang Bach and Gulf hore, wa fin a coll ction of 
beach bar and roadhou a one could hope to find anywhere. 
And th r Stabl r and crew committ d mo t f th xc as 0-

ciated with r dn ck ry. The term quickly caught on h owey r , and 
soon northernjournali ts who I v d cute, onde cending things to 
ay about the outh, wer u ing "Redneck Riviera" to d crib 
very thing from Port t. Jo , Florida, to Bay t. Loui , Mi i ippi. 

Panhandl promoters didn t lik it much , la im d it wa n 't 0, but 
all yo u had to do wa p nd a ocially in ensitive evening in a 
D stin bar list ning to th "Tra hy Whit Band" sing "I'll B Glad 
When You 'r D ad You Sum Bitch You" plus a couple of oth r 
"hits" that prominently [, a tur d th "N-word," and th re would be 
little doubt that Raine was on to om thing. 

But v n a r dn ck ry in all its raun hi ne was going full-tilt, 
a demographic and cultural shift wa beginning, on that would 
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onc stock d tuff for the handyman working on his cottag , 
b gan to cater to the we k nd r r ati nal h pp r. oon it wa 
latt and Italian ic in tead of beer and pickled egg, th Florida 
Ball t in t ad of the Trashy v"hit Band, croqu t in tead of crab­
bing, and a win ta ting £ tival in the bargain. The New York Times 
and Wall Street Journal w re deliv red daily. Folks who bought a 

a id hom ,or rented one for a week or so, had many dif£ rent 
inclination , but r dn ck ry wa n't one of th m. 

Quickly ea ide pr ad. N w d v lopm nts with pickets, 
porch ,and colors never found in nature , began to pop up. And 
once again , local folk had to d id wh th r r not to cat r to the 
touri ts coming for th show, or try to r tain at lea t a em blanc 
of what u ed to b . 

I, m self, witne ed the truggl , and th di ter that followed. 
La t in the 19 Os we invited friend down to our plac for a 

week. One of them brought with him a lady who arriv d in h r 
Said uniform-a]. Crew cotton w at r , Land ' End horts, and 
coordinat d E padriUes, all acc s oriz d with a Dun n Burke 
handbag that cost mor than m t folk make in a w ek. D spite 
h r obviou prefere nce for Davi' dev lopm nt, that night I took 
the g roup to a back road aD ' to drink a little and put a d nt in the 
cru lac an populati n. W got th re , pulled table togeth r , and 

ttl d in. Then the waitr ss app ared: 
"Whatcha drinking?" 
We all ordered something on draft, p t th till-fa hionable 

lady who look d p rpi d, th n a k d. 
"Do you have Chardonnay?" 
Th waitr paused, quall p rpl x d , then re pond d. 
"Honey, we don ' t serve no for ign b r hr." 
It wa a great moment. 

hen thin b gan to om apart. month or 0 lat l' I 
returned for lunch to find a win Ii t. OK, it w s writt n on a chalk­
board and it aid , "We hav wine. Red. White . Pink. "-but ther 
it wa. I could see th futur and it wa n 't p retty. Soon business 
began to uffer. So th tart d serving appetizers. Nothing 
h lp d. Th plac wa to tr nd [, r the old rowd and not trendy 

nough for the new. year later it clo ed. 
You reap what you ow. 
Which i what thi piece of th Panhandle i doing today- ow­

ing and raping. 
V\Th n S asid ' fir t " ra k r ottag " w r built, orne "con-
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