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Daytona Beach: A Closed Society 

by Robert E. Snyd r 

" I r memb r th e 1920s 'v"hen ou. cou ld r nt an apart
m nt on tlantic venue a lon g th e ocean for $25 a 
week and st r lerk with a larie of, 8 a w k co uld 

afford to send their familie to the beach in th summ r for a n 
annual vacation ," Joh n Paul Jone , editor of Florida Living, 
wrote in 1993; "Sum mertim wa Daytona Beach ' big ea on 
wh n the boardwalk wa going fu ll blast, day and night. 

hildr n and yo un g coup le had a afe, h ealthy place to la ugh 
and pIa -much lik Con I land." I Ind ed , early-twen tieth
cen tury Daytona Bea h took severa l strat gic t p whi h would 
po ition it along id Hampton Beach in w Hamp hir , 

t lantic City in New J er ey, Ocean City in Maryland, and M rtl 
Bah in outh aro lin a, a middle-cia vacation meccas . Yet, 
be hind the im ag of mirth and merrim ent, pr gr s and good 
work exi ted a ra i t and repre ive South rn ommunity. 
Wh il e Daytona Bach maintain d an outwardly affabl , libera l, 
and dynami po tur on Louri m , it wa inwardly adv r arial, 
reac tionary, regres iv , and viol nt wh n it came to rac rela
tion. By the 1930 , the world 's most famou bach wa nOL 

Robert E. n cle r i a professo r of Am rican tucli e at th e niversit o f South 
Florida, Tampa. 
1. John Paul J ones. "Destinat ion-D aytona," Flarida L iving ] 3 (O ctober 1993): 

LO . 

[155] 
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156 FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY 

impl for whit 
10 d ociety.2 

on ly but a lso home to a carefully co n trolled 

In 191 4, th Florida Hotel Association officially organiz d at 
th Ridg wood Hot I in Daytona Beach to af guard again t unde-
irable chara ters and unlawful ac ts, and to promote the tate' 

recreational r source. In 1926, th three neighboring communi
tie of Da tona, Seebreeze, and Daytona Beach inco rporated into 
th ingl municipality of Daytona Beach. Consolidation provided 
not impl uniformity of gove rnment but pooled resources. In the 
mid-1920s, wh n Daytona was a communi ty of only 22,000, it 
found d a hamber of Commerce to realize the dream of an inter
na ti n al touri t d tination. With a membe rship of over 6,000, the 
Da t n B ach hamb r of Comm fce wa the econd large t 
omm rial body of its type in the nited States, second only to 

that in L Ang I . With an announced adv rtising budget of 
150,000, Da tona B a h al 0 ranked near the top r orts in the 
nit d tat in mark ting its imag .3 

In 1927, Dayton B ach attrac ted a 'Nint r touri t population 
e timated at 126,500, and a umm r rowd of 25,000 . In 1933 and 
19 4 city registration booth record d vi itor from over thirty 
tate. For the touri t eason ending March 1934, vi itors p nt an 

timat d 500,000,000 in Florida, with Daytona receiving a la rg 

2. For an ime rpr Lation that comes down on the side of a congeni al rac ial cli
mate and no uri hin g black politica l activity in Da tona Beach , con ult 
Leonard R. Le mp I, "Afri can Am erican Se ttleme nts in th e Daytona Beach 

rea , 1866-19 10," A nn ual Proceedings OJ The Horida Confere nce OJ H istorians 1 
Uline 1993); ide m, hp liLi ld Th African Ame rican In Dayto na Bea h , 
1 76-1937," pape r pre c nt ed at th e 92nd nnual Meetin g o f th e Florida 
Hi st rical ocie l , Ft. Myers, Florida , 19-21 May 1994; and idem , "Th e Mayor's 
'H nchm n and He nchwom e n: Both White and Colored ': Edward H. 

"mstron g a nd the PoliLics of Rae in Da)ILOna B a h, 1900-1 94 0," }1o'rida 
H istorical Quart" l 79 (winter 200 1) : 267-96, 

3. Frank Huffa ker, "Th e outh ' GreaL st L1mm r F tival ," un rise 4 (1 Jul y 
1 2 ): 10-11 ; Harold olee , "The History of the Chamb e rs o f Co mm e rce of 
Flor ida," in Ellwood C. ance and l-Iel n ance, ed . . , The East Coa t oj FlO1-ida: 
A History, 1500-1961, 2 vo ls. (Delray Bea h , Fla ., 1962 ), 2: 400-406. Da ton a 
wou ld b innovative in othe r wa . In th e ea rl y 1950-, th e commlin iLi of 
Da ton a Beach , Ormond Beach , H o ll y Hill , So uth Daytona , a nd Po rt Oran ge 
taJ ed th em, e lve to promote th e Dayton a Beach R creaLional ea. Th e 
adv rti in ta ' amounted to 101 ,000 in fi scal 1952-1953. Other communi 
ti s wou ld follow Daytona 's I ad in a llocating La mon ey LO pro mote th e 
touri m and area a ttrac tions; ee Ia nth e B. I-1 eb I, eel. , Centennial His lory ) OJ 
lI

olus ia Count
y, Florida (Da)ILOna Beac h , Fla ., 1955), 100 . 
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D YTO A BEACH 157 

hare of that tourist pie .4 To as ure a uniform and oordinat d 
campaign that would keep the e trave lers coming bac k, th 
Chamber of Comm rce co ntra t d in the lat -1930 with a publi 
r lation firm to adv rtise in tw nty north ern m tropolitan da ilie 
a h Nov mb r, and fo ur national magazine commencing each 

December.5 

Daytona Bach promoted it July Froli cs a th Greatest 
umm er F tival in the o uth . 

"Growing w ary of being known a a wint r r ort for 
multi-million aire of the quiet type," Frank Huffak r n ted in 
1925, "th e Halifax p ople decided la t y ar that it hould b known 
a ... 'The tlantic ity of the South .'" Be ide attracting m r 
touri ts in the umm r , Dayto na Beach al 0 wi hed "to gain a 
firmer hold on th h art- trings of thou ands f American and 

anadian visitor ."6 In augurated in the ummer of 1924, th 
Frolic tarted with the boom of a canon at unri e on July 1, and 
nd d vvith a hower of firework at midnight on July 4. For four 

day , c 1 brants publicl indulged in the un, and , and urf, and 
private l in ud , sex, and tak . Among the even ts c lebrated 
along the beach , on the pier, at th casino, and in oth r faciliti 
were auto sp d trial , thorou hbr d hor e races, track and field 
v nts , water polo an d aq uatic meets, ba ball game , golf tourna

m nt , band concerts , ommunit ing-along , hi toric pag ants, 
parad , costume parti , coronations, and firework display . 
"On of th o utstanding facts about the monster celebrati n was 
th orderlines of the crowd. ot a single a e of \ iolenc , nor a 
Ingle autom obil accident wa reported, although all la e were 

brought lbow to elbow and treet w r j ammed with automo
bile ," Bill Harri on report d on the 1925 Froli ; "Thi i a record 
[or a fe tival wh re lib rty i u ually in t rpreted as licen "7 

Daytona Beach t it ights o n uperceding £ tes for whi h 
o uth rn Europ had been n t d. Tourists were encouraged to 
e Da tona Beach a an alternative to the Fr nch Riviera. In pia e 

of fog, v ning chills, high 0 t , and foreign language , trave ler 

4. Pleasan t D. Cold , Hi lor)' OJ Volusia County Florida (De Land , Fla., 1927), 1.)6; 
"Dayton a Beach ec tion ," Floridian I (0 lOb r 1934) : 17; Mi chae l C . che ne, 
HOjJl' s, Dreams, And Promises: A ffi lory OJ Volusia COUllty, Florida ( Daylo na 
Beach , Fla., 1976), 126. 

5. N PlIJ York T imes, 21 Octobc r 1939. 
6. Huffak ' r, "Th e South 's Gr ale l SlImmc r Fe lival," 10-11 . 
7. Bill Ha rriso n , " ft' s Al l Over Ti ll Texl Y a r!," Su nrise 4 ( 15 July 1925): 4. 
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DA YTO A BEACH 161 

This promotional bus, with panoramic mural of Florida outside a nd -'xh ibits 
inside, traveled to north ern states as an "offi cia l tate car," introducing and invit
in g visitor o uthward under Ih e slogan "Florida Invites Yo u to Be Her Guest, YOli 
Can Enjoy Life with Us fo r Less Mone), ow." The Hote l Commi sio n used a 
Florida Ea t Coa t Railroad ar with a mural o f' "the m rican Tropic " for illlil ar 
purposes. Pholograph by Tampa commercial studio oj Boozer and RodgfTS; coull's), oj Ih f 
Burfau oj Archives, Florida DfjJar tmpnt oj lates, Tallahassef. 

steam and tr t railroads (256), whol ale and retail trad (2-2), 
aw and planing mill (219), manufacturino' indu tri (217) , 

building industry (214), forestry (110), con truction (100), r cre
ation and amu ement (99), and catt red oth r indu tries. final 
t lling tati tic on the statu of Vol usia County's Mrican American 
wa that only 246 w re employ d in profes ional and semi-proD -
ional occupation .1 3 "Negro orch tra ar in d mand at wh ite 

entertainm nlS," the F d ral Writer' Proj ec t noted in the 1930 ; 
"The greater number of inhabitants ar mployed as dom tics 
and un kill d labor, and during the tourist sea on many are in 
service at r sort hot Is as cooks, waiters, porters, and b llboy ."1 4 

ot on ly w re "[i an m rican mploy d xten i el In 
un kill d and semiskilled jobs, but women stood alongsid men in 
menial and 1m payingjob , trying to make ends meet. 15 In addition 

13. U .. Department of Commerce, Burea u of th e CenslIs, Fiflem th Censu oj l/zp 
United States: 1930; Population: A labama-Mi OW1 (Wa hington , D. ., 1932) , 
III , Pl. 1, 409,4 1- , 434. 

14. Florida Writ rs ' Projec t, Florida: A GuidI' To The oUlhemmo I Stall' (New York, 
]939), 17 . 

15. axine D. J one ," 0 Longer De ni ed: Black Women In Florida, J 920-1950," 
in David R. o lbum and J ane L. Lander, Is., The AJrican American IIerilagf 
OJFlorida (Ga ine vi ll e, Fla., 1995), 11 -12. 
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1 2 FLORID HI T ORI L Q UARTE RLY 

cupational pro ription , Da tona wa al 0 a pIa e of re i-
gr a tion. anoth r tud nt of th itua tion phrased it, 

r '\ a an under tanding th a t each race would occup its own 
nd k p out of th other. h early t i driver w uld carry 

p n o- r of hi own ra ~ -not both."1 6 
Da tona B ac h in i ted on not nly gr gat d in titution but 

al un qual one . In th mid-1930 , th tate school inspec tor 
r port d on the deplorabl ondition of th ampb 11 Street 
Hi h hool and elem ntary ho I to th up !Vi ing prin cipal of 
Main land h 01 . Th high h 01 had :£ ur tach r who wer 

~ rtified a library of onl 650 bo k (wh 11 2,000 w re actual-
d d ), and d fi i nt toil t fa iliti . Th lementary chool 

had n library b ok at all , n pia ground quipment, no evidenc 
f a play pro ram, and hildr n fa d windows without hade. 
h nl t p that Mainland hool tru t had taken wa recom-

m ndino t th un ty that t mporary building be constructed to 

mm da t th ov rOow at blac k hools. T he sta te in pector 
r p rt d that 11 oth r 1 cal scho 1 were in a ti factory hape. 17 

Mt r in tituting parat and un qual in titution , gov rn m nt 
Cfl U iz d Mri an-Am rican fa iliti for inad qua ie . 

Ho pital Board r primanded the black ho pi tal in 1935 
it i often diffic ult to find a phy ician wh n 11 d d 

ar und th ho pital. " Th black phy i ian took e ' eption to th 
h ara t rization and prot t d in on of th :£ w wa op n to th m. 

In a l tt rtoth ditor fDaytonaB a h ' ningnew paper, th 
d pint d out tha t th r wright n r gular taff phy i

th whit ho pital compared to on l three "color d 
ian " att nding to th ir ho pital. The e three "colored ph i-

rv d mor ov r, 90 p r nt of th m rg n ca of 
rmond, H oll Hill , Da tona Beach , Port Orang , and adjacent 
mmuniti . "War not hildr n , tud nts 11 r hir d ervants. 
ur rvi to our peopl in th n gro hospi tal i 10 aI, ontinuou , 
in and fraugh t with many difficulti e , all without one dime of 

r mun rati n ," the phy i ian , rot; 'As much as w d sire to 
th unfortunat m mbe r of our own race, it i not our wi h 

tand in the wa of om on \ ho wi ll do it b tter and mor 10-

16. Ianlh B. H b I, "Da lo na Beach , Flori da' Rac ia l Hi to) ," unpublished 
manu cripl, J966, P. K. Yo nge Libra ry of Florida Hislory, org . math r 
Libra ries, nive r il r Florida, Gain svill e. 

17. Daytona Bearh I ews-journal, 8 May 1936. 
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DAYTONA BE CH 163 

In 1943, th e Orfi cc of Wa r Information in Wa hin g ton , D.C. , dispa tched fri ca n 
mc ri can Gordo n Parks on a doc um c ntary a. sig nm c nt to Dayto na Beac h . In 

Fe bruary, he look thi ph o tog raph of ·tark conditions whi ch he captio ned "Ho mes 
in the egro ec ti o n ." COUrlf'.\~'Y o{lhe Library oJ eongre , W({shington, D.C. 

ally. If you have in mind any p r on or group of per on who will 
s rYe the purpose better, and , if you ' pect f u any more than 
what ware doing now-you herewith hav our resign tion . ' 18 

Deplorable public health facilitie for blacks on tin ued. 
P riodicall , n w paper re ponded to th r que t of par nt
teach r a so iati ns , c ivic club , women 's organizations , th e 
Chamber of Commerc ,and other to print survey of publi facil
ities to du at th mas e and xert pressur on controlling in t r-

slS. State health a u th oriti found in 1941 that hospital faciliti 
for white eemed adequate but not tho for African American . 
T he H alifa District Ho pital , stablished in Daytona Beach in 
192 , had 125 bed and wa well equipped, but blacks had to u c 
the Halifax Di trict Hospital Ann x, which had on1 tv" nty bed 
and ' ix bassinets. Volu ia ounty h ad provisions to deal with 

18. Tbid ., I May 1935. 
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tub r ul ca 
tr 1 240 mil 

'wai ting Ii t. J 9 

FLORID HI TORI CAL Q UARTERLY 

am ong whites but no t among black wh o had to 
to th ta t ana torium in T a11ahas e ,which had 

ultural nt w r d o d to th e town 's black population. 
In th mid-1930 a touring thea ter group brought the Pulitzer 
Pri z -winning play "Gr n Pa tur " to Florida . De cribed a a 
biblical com d -dr am a," th Mar Conn 11y play had an all-black 
a t and attempt d "to how th living r ligion tha t i accepted by 

South ern n gro es ."20 lthou gh v ral Fl o rida Itles-
J acksonvill Orlando, Lak land, and St. P ter burg- made p ro-

i ion fo r ri can Am eri an to the play, Daytona Beach 
barr d them fro m the auditorium . "We have b n on o ur own 
kn e - figura tive ly speaking-fo r th la t two w k ," Mary 
M Le d Be thun , founde r and Pr id nt of B thun -Cookman 

011 g in Da ton a wro te in 1935, "tryin g to ecure th on id r
ali n of tho who are in authori ty to giv th n gro p opl of 
thi ommunity an o ppo rtuni ty to witne s this ma terpie x -
ut d b th ir own p eo ple." Theater man agem ent r fus d to s t 

tion fo r black on the g ro unds tha t it did no t wan t to go 
d nt and ounter to ordinances of the audito rium. 

"I am, nd r ing, what rime the n egro of this com m un ity have 
committ db yond th crim of o ther p eople-that we sho uld be 
thu humiliat d and r ~ t d ?" Bethune indignantly asked ; "Th e 
ne TO ra e h a its type a all o th r races. The typ e of local negro 
wh would d ir to attend a performance like tha t of 'Gree n 
Pa tur ' is of th e clas who from a standpoint of d r , hygi n 
and nduct wo uld n ot give offens to the most fas tidi ou group 
and wo uld r adily adapt him elf with per£ ct ase to the most cul
tu ra l u rro unding. H e would acquit him elf with credit in the 
m t r fin d atmo ph r ." De pite mo re than th ree decade of 
Bethun - ookm an Co]] e ' d evo ti on to ch arac ter building, edu-
a li I al de elopment, and economic b tterment of th e ommu

n ity, Da ton a B a h till turned its back on th definite and 
ub tantial contributions of M rican-American peopl e in it m id t. 

"Th n gro of thi community £ 1 tha t thi is an unjust lap in 
th face tha t they cann o t accept graciously. I am chagrined , I fee l 
humili a t d- I £ 1 sor ry for my communi ty. I dislike to ha 
thinking n gro all ov r th country and wo rld to fee l tha t after 

19. Da Loria Beac h Evening ('"{us, 12 May 1941. 
20 . DayLona Beach ews-Journal, I February 1935. 
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DAYT O BEA H 165 

30 ears of work and truggle in a community lik this that ,,,,e 
have not yet awakened th co nfid nce and intere t in our white 
constituency to use th eir influenc to h Ip u provide cultural 
advantage ," Be thun e intoned ; "W tak our do e. If I were no t a 

hri tian I wo uld say that we take it with bitt rn . Mr. < ditor, 
readers of thi letter, ' h ther I a m living or wh ther I am dead , I 
re ent for my people and with my people, uch tr atm nt. "21 

though it , as a b itter pill for Be thun to wallow, fri nd 
and follower rallied to her side. "Prob ably yo u do not reali ze it 
but my h eart ached v i th yours re lative to the 'Green Pa ture ' 

pi ode. I know what yo ur life ha meant in your com muni ty. I 
know ou h ave many dear, kind white friends in yo ur communi t , 
for yo u will b 'urpri ed how many I have be n abl to make in the 
pa t five years in T e a ," a friend from San ntonio wrote; "BuL 
don't de pair, th e v 1 friend wi ll become stronger th an ever 
from thi e perience and if not th se, od will rai e up other ,j u L 
ke p yo ur h art w t and pra , 'Fa th r Forgive.' We have many 
proble ms but God i not d ad. "22 

Through epara te fa ilitie, ating r tri tion , ticket pri 
and other di crimin atory mechani m , whit lit limi ted and cir
cum cribed blac k recreation in Southern citi es.23 In the mid-1930s, 
Miami 's Orange Bm I emerged a one of the premier New Year's 
Day co lI ge football game'. B thun -Cookm an college contact d 
Lh management of the range Bowl abo ut ecuring ats for four 
stud nt repr se nta tives to view th e game. "\Ale und rstand that 
you wi ll have space fo r a few N gro bUL tha t the will h av to 
make r rvatio n in advance for eats," colleg ecretary Mitch 11 
po litely inquired ; "If our fo lk may attend th CIa ic, kindly let u 
know th co t of th ti k t and indi ate whether or not w sho uld 
e nd for them prior to the game, or if they may be purcha ed at 

th gate." A old-out game provided Orange Bowl official with a 
conve nient reason for maintainin a th ir poli of exclu ion and 
for holding out hope for on ly orne form of segregated admis ion 
in Lh future. " nfortun a tely, our tands are old to capacity each 

2 1. Daytona Bearh Nervs-journal, 5 February 1935. 
22. Eli zab th arter-Brook ' to Mary cLeod Bethune, 4 March ] 935 , Mary 

McLeod Bethun e Paper, B thun -Cookman Coll ege, Daytona Beach , Fla. 
Hereafte r referr d to as MMB M . 

23. Cregory . Wall e r, Main Street Amusements: M ovies and Commp'rrial Enlertainml'1lt 
in a Southml. City, 1 96-1930 (Washin gto n, D.C, ] 995), 161-79. 
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1 6 FLORID HI TORI L Q RTERLY 

ar," M ron r entr e, the Di r ct r of Ticket Sale , explain d , 
"and until we ha suffici nt mone to nlarg th m , it , ill b 
impo sibl to arrang a ating for our olored fri nds. "24 

hut out of public faci liti e and a tiviti , man Afri an 
Am ri an found han ino- out on tr torn r and in ari u 

air ion open to them. Se ral numb r gam 
in th 10 ale . Bolita wa a popular lott ry. umber [r m on 

n hundr d w re placed in a ack, the ack t d ar und a ir-
f p pI , and ntually one numb r tak n from th a k. For 

a b t of 10 it wa po ible to win from to 7, d P ndin on th 
l Z fth da ' "agering. The egro Mini trial 0 latlOn , m r-
han ,and oth r ivi minded group omplained that gamblin 

'drainin th li.c blood" out of the black community. 'Ev n 
on unda wh n hur h i going on,' on bu ine man 
plain d "ou an m n with cigar boxe e l1ing numb 
tr ts.' Offi ial Iaim d that bolita flourish d in th j 

and di e along ond nu and anal Road a w 11. 
B ides throwing a'i a mone through gambling, bl k w r 

riti iz d for quand ring ni k 1 in 'Jook organ." On lot 
m hin w re outlaw d in Octob r 1937, vendor introdu d 
m hani al mu ic machin that pIa dongs in exchang for 

n . "P ople have the change th are in the habit of putting 
th ir mon in lots and we , ant to h lp them," one juke joint 

p rat r plain d .25 Da tona B ach auth riti r pealedly raid
ed ' hin join ' ," onfi cated equipm nt, and i ued tiff fin of 

100 for impl th po ion of gam tick ts and gambling equip-
m nt. Illegal a tiviti provided authoriti s with onv ni nl 

u e for d m n tration of authorit , particularl raid in th 
bla k di tri t .26 

T arti ulale th ir con rn and inter sts in the mid-1930 , 
bla k form d th Da tona Beach gro ommill e and 
pia ed b for th il)' planning board projects th y want d impl -
m nt d:ar rationale nterin ypr s Park, drainage of the we t 
id of th bla k n ighborhood, pavem nt of ampbell tre t, and 

walk along Cypr Str t. Th proje t r dres d long tand-

24. ilch e ll lO the Managem nl of lh Orang Bowl lassic, 24 
D cemb I' ] 9~9 ; Myron . I' nlr e to B nha L. Mitche ll , 27 Dc e mb I' 

1939 bOlh in M B M . 
2 . Daytona Bmrh Evening ews, 18 0 label' L937. 
26. Daytona Beach 1 ew j ournal, 2Ju1 1936. 
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DAYTO BEACH 167 

ing neglect and what Mrican Americans considered most pr s -
ing. "N gro p ople ar earnestly awaiting favorable consideration 
of these proj cts," Mary McLeod Bethune, President of the 
Citiz n 'Committ , tated; "Th projects cover actual need for 
the well-being of th negro peopl of Daytona Beach. "27 

on th 1 , Daytona Beach ' political administration rep at
dl shortchang d blacks in federal] underwritt n municipal proj

ts. Mayor Edward rm trong' admini tration r c iv d fundin 
for three WP proj ts: a 252,000 boardwalk project on i ling of 
two casino , c nee sion building, an amphitheater with tag' 
42,000 in airport improvements; and 10,000 for a nur ry. 

Touri t-r lat d proj t often triumph d ov r 0 ial rvi 
R que ts from black for a playground and chool hous n v r 
mad th mayor' Ii t. n application for a 8,785 op n-ditch 
drainag proj ct for th black di tri t wa forward d to 
Wa hington, wh r it £ il d to rei funding." ouldn't Mayor 

rm trong have shay d the cost of that laborate and exp n i e 
casino d v lopm nt by a £ w thousands of dollars so that the 
negroes of Daytona Beach might have had their play park, their 
swimming pool?" the Daytona Beach ews-Journal, a lib ral cru ad
ing newspaper, editoriall inquir d; "Again and again the hay 
been promised a recreation park, a wimming pool-a play pIa 
Again and again they have bow d th ir h ad wh n th promi 
was brok n ... Do Mayor Arm trong think that beaus he has 
tricked the negroes in the past with broken promi e he can g t 
away with it again? In th past h could tIlth m th city had n 
money "vith which to build the thing he had promi ed them. He 
can't make th m b Ii ve that thi time."28 

Armstrong insi ted that d velopment of the oceanfront wa 
more important to Daytona Beach 's economic w ll-b ing than 
recreational facilities and public improvement for Mri an 

merican ." majority of the population of this city are w 11 aware 
of the fact that the negroes are gr gated, and on that ac o unt do 
not r ap any b n fit from ither of th e projects as they ha n i
ther the use or the priviJ ge of th prom nad . In those improve
m nts th y hay only been and are 'the hewer of wood and 
drawer of water, '" arid nt rail d again t th inju tice ; "In th ir 

27. Ibid .,3 1 ugust] 935 . 
28. Ibid ., 30 OClobe r 1935. 
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Th 10 k tower o n th e boardwalk "vith Daytona Bea h I e ll ed OUl 0 11 lh clock 
h bandsh II lo th rear an I arcade lO th I ft were b uill with w D a l 

lim es ton e quarry. owtesy oj IJecial 

wn tion of th ity th r have b e n very 1ittl impr v men ts or 
v n gi en or a mpli h d though many pr mi e have 
n lh m in th p t in reD rence to the ir living c ndition , 
improvement , tr t r pairing, water fa il iti and 

pportuniti e offi r d b B thun - ookm an coll g 
r tak n a an e, ampl of progre s that could be mad . "Th 

n 1'0 \ h 11 <Yiven a chanc wi.ll impro e hi condition , a a rac 
ek improv m nt and will ft n ri above their environ-

nt and 0 rcom ob tad that eem in urmountabl ," 
' p la in d th f'lu-Journal. '2.9 

Whil th town ' fath r and v t dint r ts blam d black for 
Da tona B ach ' plight, outsid r aw matter differ ntly. "Th e 
p r n gro ar not t blame. They are gov rned b fear. The 
kno \ ha t happ n to a pr on or hi fam ily if h oppo racke t-

r. 0 th p or oul hav n ' t th ourag to throw off th iron 
hain by which th are bound to the pre nt city admini tration ," 

~ 9. Ibid .,20 ovcmb r 1935. 
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a northern vi ito r to Daytona Beach no ted' "1 believe they hould 
hav all the advantag it is possible to give them in the way of du
cation, re reation , pa rk , the ir own ba thing beaches with nece sar 
building fo r th ir comfort and plea ure . But I doubt if th y ev r 
geL these thing under the present regime . " ~O anoth r an o ny
mou visito r ob erved , "the people of the no rth think th re i no 
mor lav ry. How urpri ed they wo uld be if they could ee the 
p o r negroe and om white fo lk jump wh n Arm tro ng nap 
th whip. I am ure mos t of th n groe would like to ee clean, 
hon t governm nt in beautiful Dayto na Beach. But they are afra id 
to vo t again t th ir lave d river and ov r ee r. I wond r wha t 
B ok r T. Wa hington an d th o th r truly great and nobl n groe 
\' ould ay if th y could e their poor bro th r b nding t th yoke 
of tyrann and afraid to vot x pt as th ar told th y mu t. " :~ 1 

No ev nt r v a led more the depth and int nsity of raci m and 
re pre sion in Daytona B ach th an the 1939 slayi ng of Lee ne ll. 
Sne ll was an Mrican-Am ri can taxi drive r who on the morning of 

pril 29, 1939, hit and kill ed B nny Blac kwe lder when the twe lve
year-old white boy rode hi s bicycle into th e middle of the inter ec
tion of Second v nue and Keech tree t. The boy was th rown 
abo ut twe nty-fi v £ t by the impac t. ne ll to pped within 
thirty-five feet of the colli ion. Har ry Bla kw ld r , bro th r of the 
bo , rush d B nny to Halifa ho pital within five minutes of the 
accident and befo re poli ce had a rri ve d. Bu t the yo un g 
Bla kw Id r di d on thereafter. 

Constable Ja mes Durden arre ted n 11 o n the charg of 
man la ughter and t the fo llowing we k for a pr liminary hearing. 

t 2:15 p.m . on prjl 29, Durden removed Sn 11 from hi cell in th e 
city j ail to transpo rt him to the coun ty j ail in Deland. bo ut fo ur 
mile o utsid of Daytona B ach , two armed m n in a oup v r
took the con table, block d the road , and fo rced the occupan t'5 ou t. 

ne ll o ught protec tio n by holding onto lh on tabl , J u t Lh e 
a rm d m n ripp d him awa and warned Durden tha t if hint r
fe red "we' ll ge t yo u." The assailan ts then ho t nell with a high
p wered rifl and a doubl -barr 1 d ho tgun. Snell wa ini tia ll 
incapacitated by a sh o t Lo the knee a h a tt mpt d to run away and 
th n executed at lose range. Durde n claimed that he a ttempted 

30. Ibid. , 27 Novc mb r 1935. 
31. Ibid. , 29 ovcmb r 1935. 
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to d b nd hi pri on r but wa v rpow red. 'I had hold of th 
n it w n t off," Durd n ta t d ; "I thought he wa going 

h ot m . ' hree black arri ing upon the scene in anoth r 
ut m bil aw what took plac . Th layin wa also witne d by 
fruit d al rand tra I r in an th r ear. Th highwa vigil ante 

ub qu ntl turned the ir automobii around and drove awa in 
th dir tion of Daytona B a h. In a pecial Bulle tin, the Daytona 
Beach vening ews declared , "It" as a 1 nching.,,32 

r. M. . Work of Tu k g In titute report d tha t th rnurd r 
n 11 wa ' the econd lyn hing in the U nit ed Stat s that 

r.3. B th had occurred in Florida. Tw n ty-eight days earli r a 
whit m n , Mil W. Brown , had b n I n h d in Panama City . 
Flo rida , uid I ad the na tion in the number of 1 n ching in 1939. 
V\ 11 our h ad off at the outrag and inhuman treatment car-

ri ed on b Hitl r in rman ,' th 1 ampa 1ribune remarked on 
n ts · "In tad , w h uld clean our own hou e fi r t. "34 

nell 's murd r wa part of a rising tid f racial anxi ty in 
FI rida. Two da la t r , the Ku Klux Klan paraded with o ut a pe r
miL th rough th bla k tion of Miami , in full r galia with even-

-fi u tomobil Wi th Ii n pla t c r d , th burn d 
tw n ty-fi v tion ' and left card with r d le tter 

rnin . bl 
da .' 

. ri an-Am ri an pr s es in Atlan ta, Wa hing ton , Pittsbur gh , 
hi ag , D tro it, New Yo rk, and the r major Itl pa id clo 

att ntion to th racial unr st in Florida. Mi treatm n t of ra ial 

32. Ea rl Bla kw Ide r r po rt dl shot ne ll \ ilh the rine, a nd Eve re tt Bla kwe lde r 
fi red th sho tgu n . Daytona Beac h Evening ews, 29 pril , 30 p ril 1939; Miami 
Herald 0 pril , L Ma 1939; Tampa Tribune, 30 p ril , 1 Ma L 939; ew Yorh 
T inte, 0 pril 1939 ; Washington tar, 30 pril 1939; Washington Time -Herald, 
o pr il 1939;" n th r L nehing In Flo ri da ," IntemationaL.!u1-idical Association 
10nthL y Bulletin 7 (J u n 1939): 138. 

Daytona Beach Evening ews, 30 p ril, I Ma 1939; M iami Herald, 30 pril 1939; 
Wa hina- ton Jnr meriran, 8 J u ly 1939; " nOlhe r Lynch ing In Flo rida." 

4. TamlJa Tribune, Ma 1939. 
35. Miami Herald, 2 Ma 1939; Ta mpa Tribune, 2 May L939. 

6. Pittsburgh Courier, 29 July L 939 . 
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and ethnic group in Florida oft n tim made front pages and 
earned bann r headline in di tant urban cent r .37 Black pre s s 
encourag d th victimiz d to 1 agu tog th r and become more 
a tivistic in realizing thei r righ ts. "} t i tim that ro wok up 
down there in the deep outh and tarted to call th bluff of th ir 
oppre sors," the New York Age editorialized; " orne will probably 
have to be martyrs to the caus , too, but w 'r willing to b t that 
wh e n Negro tart fighting back and u ing th sam m thod of 
the ir oppre sors that lyn ching among oth er viIs will b om a 
thing of the past."38 

The Florida branch of the Inte rnational Labor De£ n e imm -
diate l sent Margaret Bail ey and M. J ardine Osborne to Daytona 
Bach to gather facts first-hand, and con tact d th national office 
of the N P about possible assistance. "The opportunity to 
obtain conviction of the lyncher i very good and with the coop
eration of th aGonal As ociation for Advancement of Colored 
Peopl we will in all probability be 'ucce -ful," Bailey wrot to 

Walt r White , ecretary of the NAA P; "Our financial situation 
how v r , i a riou drawba k in the legal work w p t to 
b om involv d in. Mr. 0 borne, in Da tona, who i our inve ti
gator, need a gr at d al mor a i tanc than we are abl to pro
vide. We th r fore would lik to know if th N.A.A.C.P. ould h Ip 
us out from their National Offic ."39 vVhite indicated that the 
N P wa already"w rking on this and other ca e in Florida."4o 

Th e ILD al 0 appeal d to th Attorn y n ral of the nit d 
States, Frank Murphy, for a federal inqui ry. "Our inve tigator now 
in Daytona Beach reports a grav ondition which we beli ve onl 
fed ral action will all eviat ," th e ILD dispatch r ad; "We are con
vinced that a wave of lynch te rror will develop if pa t whitewa h 

37. ee, for exa mple: ew York ge, 6 May, 13 Ma , 3 Jun e, a nd 10 Jun e 1939; 
Washington Afro-Arneriran, j 0 June, 8 Jul , 22 Jul ] 939; Atlanta Daily World, j 

Ma ,3 May, 7 Ma , 9 Ma , 11 Ma ,29 May, and llJun e 1939; ChiragoDefmder, 
6 May, ] 3 May, and 3 Ju ne ] 939. 

38 . ew York Age, 13 May 1939. AI 0 ee, tlanta Daily World, 9 May 1939; and 
Chirago Defender, 13 May ] 939. 

39. "Florid a JLD Fi gh ts Lynch Whitewa h ," £qual}u '/ice8 Uune 1939): I h . 

40. Margaret Bailey to Walter White, j May 1939; Wa lt I' Whit to Ma rgaret 
Bail , 5 May 1939, both in Pape rs of th e a ti o nal socia ti o n fo r th e 

dvanceme nt f o lo red Peo ple, dministra tive Fi le: Lyn hin g, Da lona 
B ach, Florida J 939-] 940, Library of Congr s, Washin gto n , D.C. Hereafte r 
th administrativ pape rs of the AACP at the Library of .. o ngre ·s will be 
referred to as N CP MSS LI . 
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rd i ar mad th pr d nt for judicial action In thi ca 
Th ILD mad r fer n to a 1 n hin O' that had occurred th pr

rida ' w t coa ·t n ar Perr y as furth er vid n f 
tatu f ra e rela ti o ns.4 1 Citin g a tatut which 

on pira t deprive itiz n of their F de ral con ti tutional 
tatutor righ ts a nm th ILD pressed Wa hington fo r 

gro up j o in d th ho ru d manding tha t ta te offi-
n. From t. Pe ter burg, Frank 

o uth rn Sec re tary of the Worker Defen e L ague, 
t d tha t Gov rnor Fred P. on e appoint a "sp cial r pr -

ndu t an in tiga tio n I ading to the arr t and 
n f uilt pa rtie. If thi fa iled th \I\TDL r comm nd d 

nited ta tes Departm n t of J u tice 'h ould intervene. 
nt Floridian ," McAli t r implor d the gove rn o r, 'are 

ou , ill u th power v t d in our high office to aid in 
blo t again t all Florida re id nt ."4~ 
of th word " I nch ' and th invol eme nt o f ou ts ide r 

qui kl r id th hackl e of orn e na tive whit ocal re ide n ts 
o mplain d that th t rm wa inappropria t in th n II epi od 

be au n o ro p r m b wa invo l ed. "Ev I iz able it ha it 
murd r but only ba kwa rd ommunitie hav lynching. 0 le t 
urn rthern new p ap r , and le t the office rs of th In t rnational 

Lc: b r £ 11 tak no ti ," a v\Tinl r Park re 'id n t argu d; ' Thi 
ond lynching in on month in Flo rida,' a wa ta t

murder, it does no t call for prOle ts from ou tside th tat. 
lL i fo r th law offi e r of the coun ty to handle-with r I ntl 
ju li le t u hop . In ho rt, the fair name of neither Da tona n or 
of Florida i involv ed. "<14 Th ca e n n th I arne to b r ferred 
l a a I n hing b c u n II wa ta ke n awa fro m 1 gal authority 
and murd r d. 

' I l ch ' arne to be associa ted with th x cution of L e 
n II the prim ary on rn of th town fath r was damage to 

Da to na B a h ' imag . "Th e untruthful r port will do mo r 

41. Daytona BParh Evening erus, L May 1939; lLD lew Release, 12 Ma 1939, 
, PM ' LI . 

42 . . .. 5 1, rimina l Cod e 19; " no Lil e r Lynchin g In Fl ori da. " 
'1. 1 e/eT burg ;vening Ind ejJmrienl, 1 Ma 1939; Miami Herald, 1 Ma 1939. 

4 . Day/o11a Bearh Evening nus, 30 p r il L 939. Also 'ee, Tampa Tribune, 20 Ma 
1939 . 
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harm to Da tona Bea h than all the constructive advertising that 
can be don by th Chamb r of ommerce or other organization 
for many month ," T.E. Fitzg raId cabled Mary McLeod Bethune; 
"I tru t tha t you , becau ' of your high po ition as a n gro leader, 
will off: et a be t you can th iniqllitou r porl. My only inte re t i 
that of fair p lay and th e protection of the city in which your won
derful chool is locat ed."4!) 

t a coroner' inqlle t he ld befor P a Ju tice harl Reer, 
on table Durde n apprized juror that r tt and • a rl 

Blackwelder, o lde r broth ers of the accident victim, had ecuted 
th e black tax i cab drive r. Two other witn e ould n t identif 
the Blackwe lde r as th e assa il ant1 but did confirm th d tail of 
what had transpired: that Snell was hot a t clo range in th I g 
and crippled , and then shot in the back and kill d. The oron r 
jury charged the Blackwe lder brothe rs with fir t-degree murder. 
Warrants v ere i ued for th eir arre l. Ben Blac kwelder Sr. told 
auth ritie that hi on would give themse lv s up to the law aft r 
the fun ral of the ir you nger brother. 4G 

Th P omplain d to Gov rnor one about the delay 
and the continu d iolation of D deral and ta te law. "In view of 
th e two lynching in Florida, and in vi w of th r ported outbreak 
of lawless bodi of men u hath Ku Klu Klan , ' e trongly urg 
yo u a Governor of th e Stat of Florida to tak th nec ary t p 
to prevent the recurrence of the e flagrant violation of the law, 
and to se k th punishm nt of thos guil ty," Walt r Whit wrote ; 
" ince the coroner's jury at Daytona has charged the Blackweld r 
broth r ,. ith th kill ing of L Sn 11 we urg ou to do all in your 
power to ee that the a re vigorou ly pro e ut d to th nd tha l 
th case will not be a mere gesture but rather an hone t a ttempt to 
e nfor e th e law of th tate of Florida and th nation. "47 

The n e ll ca e placed Gov rnor Cone on mor on a politi-
cal hot at. Having opposed federal anti-lynching legisla tion o n 
the ground that states weI' trong no ugh to d al with llch situa
tion , Cone , who once reportedly said tha t no black co llege presi
de nt wa worth 5,000 a y ar in alar , worked to distance his office 
from the nasty bus ines of lynching. "I alway I av tho matt r 

45. T. . Fitzgerald La Mary M Lead Bethun e, [May 1939], MMB M ' . 
46. Nliami H~mld, 5 May 1939; Washing/on Po /, 1 May 1939; Washington Pos t, 3 May 

1939. 
47. Walter White to Fr d P. Co ne, 5 May 1939, PM LIe. 
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t th g n raJ and the pro e uting a ttorne s," o n ta t-
ugh hi r tary; "It i up to th law to take its ou r ." 

G n raJ Gorge . Gibb al 0 r mov d him If from th 
, h r i no rea on fo r the ta te to int rv n . It' a matter 

.~ r 10 a} authoriti . ' Bu t Sta te tto r n Murray Sam ignifi d 
tha t h \> a taking v r the probe . "I want to 0 into th i matt r 

hI and in an orderl manner," he tat d .4 

wa tak n b for th Volu ia oun ty grand jury. 
f t r h aring th t tim n of t n witne , th grand jury indi t-

-d th Bla kw Id r bro th r for murder in the first degre . ince 
th tat n titution p rmitt d bail , even in capital ca , th 

rand jury r c mm nd d r a onabl bail. Nationally yndi at d 
o lumni t W tbr ok P gl r took Fl rida to tas k, no ting tha t in 

r nt month thr of hicular homicide had be n di -
pa t hed within th tat thr ugh 200 fin e : "In a region wh r 
t.h ro i lik } to b m a p on if h tra into the bu h and , 

dint fi Id work at the white man ' own 

in a hit-and-run rape call for a , 200 
F cu in on th tragic ev n ts in Daytona Beach , Peg le r 
d tha t th \i a lawenfor em nt offi ial handled th itua

ti n r mind d him m r of a Banana Republic than an Am ri an 
ta t . 'In t d [ h ting th men him If, a cording to hi dut 

and th law,' P gl r r marked on Durden 's confron tation with the 
BI kwelder bro th r , ' h invok d the uban and Me ican law f 
Di 'ht for hi h Iple apti ." A of r pri al by white fri nd and 
r 1 tiv Peg le r r mind d r ad r , w re till part of th e cod of 
honor and ju Li in uLhe rn tat . 'A tri al wjll n u , b UL n g
r i ide i not a capi tal off< n in Fl r ida," Peg le r cau ticall y o n-
Iud d , "om re buk eem ne ary. Aft r aIl, ci ili za ti o n , 

thou h it rna no t a tually march , neve rthele h a I arn d to 
r p in Florida.' 49 

Am ng th p opl fee ling 
on tabl Durd n. though a 

did not find an I law enforcem 

the n m g h a t of cru tiny wa 
oron r' jury and a Grand jury 

nt ag n ci ulpable for n 11' 

4. Daylona Bearh Evming nus, 2 Ma 1939; T ampa Tribune, 2 May, 17 May 1939; 
I[anLn Daily World, 7 May 19 9. 

4, . ·tbro o k P gl r, "Fa ir En ugh , " 5 Ma 19 9, W ·tbro ok Peg l r Pap rs, 
Writings ' I h ', Co lumn Fil e , He rbe rt Hoo e r Preside lllia l Libra ry, 
We t Bran ch , Iowa; Peg le r, "Fair Enough," ew Yor k Wor ld Telegram, 5 ay 
1939; Dallas Dispalch-Journal, 5 May 1939. 
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d a th , Durd n £ ared for hi job. "I t i my information that rep
r ntativ of th und irable N gro element of thi city and 
oth r individual who are inter sted in my political def at, ar cir-
ulating a p tition dir ct d to yo ur · ellency therein oli iLing 

m removal a Con tabl of the Eighth Ju ti Di tri t of Volu ia 
County," he wrot to Governor Con . In d fen of hi ourag 
and hon ty, Durden tood on his record of fourteen y ar of pub
li c s rvic: "I will not be a victim of p r on who e moti e ar 
entir ly s lfish and dishonest."5o 

Th trial of th Blackwe lder brother was postponed ev ral 
times b cau ither th judge did not draw a jury poo l, or the 
defense needed more time to pI' par or wanted mor time to 
elapse for "any passion or feeling to di e down. " The pro e u tion 
repeatedly obj cted to the de lays, claiming tha t the defense coun
sel has never hown "they even have a defense."5 1 

Daytona's African-American community tried to in ure that 
the inte rests of their race were proLecLed by form ing the L e nell 
Defen e that me t with a Deland attorney in May 1939. As a local 
new pap r r p rt d , "The meeting wa giv n ov r larg ly to di -

u sion of pro p for equitable o urt pro eding in th pro -
ution of th all g d lay r of Lee Snell , an d th probabili ty that 

f d ral int rv ntion might be invok d to in ure ju tice on a ll 
ides ." Backed by the ILD and" orne tourist ympathizer ," Lhe 

defense committee wanted an attorney and tenographer of its 
hoi within th courtroom to provid a r co rd and se rve in an 

advisory capacity to th e prosecuting attorney .52 

Th ILD al 0 ro ll d out its big gun in h amm ring 
Wa hin gton for f d ral int rv ntion. Congre m an Vito 
Marcantonio of N w York, who erved a Pre ident of th ILD , 
tran mitted J ardin and Bailey' r p rt from Daytona to Attorn 
G n ral Murphy, citing cases establishing jurisdiction of the 
D partment of Ju tice and reques ting federal inve tigation and 
prosecutio n . Th Ea tHad m Congr ma n Ii t d s v ral occur
r nces which ugges ted co llu ion between author itie and 

50. J-M . Durden LO Honorabl Fr d P. Co ne, 11 May 1939, Go ernor' 
Corre pondence 1937- 1941, Serie 36 , Bo 99, Volu. ia Cou nty, Fr d P. one 
Pap ers, Florida Depanme nL of lal , Bureau of rchive & Record 
Management, Ta ll a hass e. Durde n ' lelt r is the on ly document involving lhe 
Sne ll ca to be found in overnor o n 's pap rs . 

5 1. Daytona Beach Evening PlUS, 14 May, 17 May 1939. 
52. Ib id. , 20 May 1939. 
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Blackweld r kn ew the tim and rout of n e ll' 
tran £ r , onI o n d puty was a ign ed to tran p o rt Sn 11, the 
d pu ty did no t put up an arm d fi ght to prot ct hi charge, and 
th Bl kw Id r , e re no t impri on dafter bing identifi d as the 

"Th e fac t tha t th e que tion ari e , a we ll a th 
pi tu r of the a , indi at I ad to me tha t tha t local 

auth riti ar unread , um iUing, and unr liable in the p ro ecu
tion of th 1 'n hr . Intervening b mo l" di int r t d authori ty 

ntial. Th tat ha declined to interv n , holding it a pure-
1 1 al matt r" Mar antonio remind d Murphy;" h n e ll ca 
th third I n hing in Florida in the las t nin month Failure to 

a t full p nalti from th murd r r in th fir t two, cl ad y indi
t the wa tha t i b in p r par d fo r this on . T g th r with 

r p 11 ible Florida group , I ha r th opini on tha t unl the re i 
d ral in t [ n tion thi horrible crime will probably 0 unpun

i h d , and aid and com£ r t will thereby be giv n to tho individ
u 1 ho hold with appar ntju tifi atio n , that in om parts of th 

th murder of a gr is a crime for whi h th re i n 
pnni hm nt. "54 h e P in Wa hington r que ted a copy of 
tl M r antoni I tte r. ''You an und r tand our d ir t e the 

en tial fa 
m to be o n 

Bu t n ell 'ym pathiz r weI" dealt a b low wh n .. District 
tt rn , I rb rt S. Phillip of ampa informed th m that th 

Bla k, ld r uld no t b pro ecut d by th fed ral govern ment, 
it1n a r nl AJ abama a where it wa rul d that r m die 

uO'ht £ r wrong committ d again t per on of M rican d c nt 
a ta te a ti o n. Phillip conceded tha t "whil ase ca ional-

53. R in hard H . LlIlhin , A merican Demagogues: Twentieth en l'1 I'1 )1 (C louce t r , 
Ms ., ] 959),20 -35. 

4. \ ito a rcalllo n io to Fran k Murphy, 12 Ma ] 939; ILD ws Re i a 15 Ma 
1939, bo th in J PM U C; "Flor ida ILD Figh ts Lynch Whilewa h ," Equal 

J u lice Gun 1939): 5; Chicago De/ ender, 20 Ma 1939; Miami H erald, 15 Ma 
19. 9. 
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D A YTO N BE C H 177 

1)' a ri e that hock u and j ustify feeling of re e ntm nt o n the part 
of ev 0' law abiding citi ze n , we must a ll r cogni ze, as the suprem e 
court recognizes and ho lds, that this is a dual gov rnme nt. We 
hav o ur ta te governme n t and our na ti o nal gove rnm nl. If th 
sta t offi cials in all such cases will fo r the ir duty a nd rci e du 
cautio n in the selec ti o n o f juries tryin g such ca e , the law will be 
vindica ted."!l(} 

Despite the se tbac k, spec ia l inte res t gro ups continu ed to pre -
ur Washingto n fo r justi ce . T he Tampa branch of th Mep 

implo red Flo rida's senato rs, Claud e Pepp e r and C.O . nd rew, to 
support £ d eral anti-lyn ch legisla ti o n . "I am ure Se nator, th at you 
r all the sta teme nt that, the re isn ' t any need fo r a Fede ral anti
lynch law, because yo u werc surc tha t Flo rida could take care of its 
lynchin g problems, that th e law would upho ld the lyn che rs and 
give th m leave to give themselves up if the choose? o r did yo u 
mean tha t, th e law enforcing ag ncie wo uld b ring th e guilty o nes 
to ju ti ce?" Willi am E. Glover, ecre ta ry of the Tampa branch o f 
th e N CP, criti cally a k d ; "If you recall , o me of th e se na tor fil
ibustered the anti -lynch bill out of th na te . I do no t reca ll any 
of these sena to rs, a ttempting to filibuster the law again t kidnap
ping. The Tampa Bra nch , N. . .c. P. as ks you , as Sena to r [o r 
Flo rida, to kindly use yo ur influe nce and uppo rt to help pa s the 
a nti-lynching bill , when it come up for deba l" c."! ,)7 

In th e meantim , o ne of th larges t j ury venires in Vo lusia 
Co un ty history wa drawn by Circuit Judge H . B. Frederi ck. Th e 
name of po tenti al v ni re me n we r published in local new papers, 
expo ing the m to public pressure . Both th e pros cutio n and 
defe nse explored th racial angle of the case in jury selectio n. The 
SlaLe ttorn ey ques ti o ned v nireme n on whe the r they could con
viCl a white man for killing a bla k. "If you beli eve fro m th e evi
dence tha t th d £ nda n are guil ty of an unlawful homicide of 
Ie ser degree will you 0 find , even though the person all ged to 
hav b en killed was colo red ?" ams as ked prospec tive jurors. 
O ccasionally he bore in d p r and harder: "Would yo u g ive th m 
[the Blackw Ider ] a b Lle r break fo r killing a negro than a white 

!16. /Jayluna 8('(fc/t Evening I ("{us, 21 M ay 1939; TamjJa Tri.bune, 2 1 May 1939; 
Pillsbllrglz COlwin, 3 .Junc 1939. 

S7. Willia m E. C lover Jr. to c na tor Cla uo e Pe p per, 23 Ma 1939; William E. 
Clover Jr. 1.0 Se na tor CO. norews, 23 M ay 1939; Oscar J ohnso ll to W ill iam 
E. Gl ovcr .l r., 30 May 1939, a ll in AAep MSS Ll C 
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17 FLORIO HI ORIC L Q RTERLY 

m n? om tim p pI ay i all right to kill a negro- o u don ' t 
D 1 th t \ a do ou ... would the fact that the slain pe r on wa 'a 
dark)" mak an dift r n in your decision?"5 In th e end , out of 
i r -fi Volu ian , fift n pro p tive juror were e ith r e 'cu d 
r fail d to app ar D r ju ry elec tion , and a jury of twelve white -a 

gr up hich th 1 al pr lab I d a" ra ker jury"-w a ecur d.59 

Ju t to witn ju ry 1 cti n appro imat I 250 \ hil pecta
tor rowd dint th urtr om pr pr.O r 150 black pa ked 
onto a bal on d ign d t at 70 p pl. "H ea t, humidi ty, and 
humani join d for t ontribute to the discomfort of all pr s
ent " the Daytona Beach Evening ews r port d ; "She riff Ston and 
hi d putie ar h d m f th p ctators a the arr iv d , but 
found no w apon . '60 

t the trial , Durd n dropp d a bomb h 11 when he wav red: "I 
w n ' t b po 'itive, but I think it wa th Blackwelder who took 

n 11 from me. ' Although Sam produ d a tran cript from the 
r n r ' inqu es t indicating that Durd n had known th e 

Bla kv e ld r for tw I ear and identified them witho ut h ita
ti n , the on table now claim d tha t under th m ntal train of 
th ituati n h e might have been mi tak n. Durden' r canling of 
t tim n wa ~ 11 \ d b a mild d mon tration from bla k in th 
bIen . J udg r d rick demanded ord r and admoni h d th 
p ta tor for th ir utbur t. ince other witne e cou ld t tify 

onl to the d tail of th killino- and not th id ntity of th p rp -
lra lor , th stat wa unable to make i · ca e . Neithe r of the defen
dan appear d on th tand nor did th y offer any witn ss s in 
th ir d £ n . "Th Y (th tate) ha n t e n proved to m atis
fa tion that L n 11 i dad," app , a de£ n e un 1, 

rnfull remark d , "mu ch le that the defendan ts w r th 
m n, ho took th n gro from the cu tod of a on tabl and kill d 
him.' 

ne hour and j ' minute aft r th a wa given to the jury, 
the broth er \ r a quitt d. Th so-ca lled "crack r ju ry" r port
dl r ach d a unanim u d j ion n the first ballot, bUl wait d 

~ r mor than n hour to announc th v rdi t of "n t gu ilt ." In 
an E ' tra Edition , th Daytona Beach Evening ews declared , "Ev r tt 

Da lona Bpoch r.,vening ews, 26 Ma 1939. Inte rpo lation in [he origina l. 
Ibid ., 24 Ma , 25 May L 939; Tampa Tribu.ne, 26 Ma , 27 May 1939. 
Daylona Bmcll Evening (-'"lVS, 26 Ma L 939. 
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1 0 FLORI D HlSTORI L Q ARTERLY 

In a n lh r rclon Par k'. ph olOgra l h , Mal McLeod Bethune, Pres id nl o f 
B thun e-C okman ,o llege and Direct r of th e egro Di isio n of th e a lio na l 
Youlh dminislra lion , i sea l cI in he r offic o n campus, pe n in han d . A portra it 

f Franklin D. Roos veil, ha nging on a wa ll a longside o lher lumin aries, is re fl ec l
'd lik a ua rdian in the mirror over B lhun ' ho uld r. oUTlesy oj thp Libm.,y oj 
ongre s, Washing/on, D . . 

brutal handling of an American on Am ri an oil? We are di -
turb d an d p rpl d. How long wi ll ou kick u and hoot u and 
burn u without your c 11 ci nc p akil1 g to you? ... Citize ns of 

olu ia coun ty, and o f Florida, th ey s of America and th e world 
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lmpr lOn, ar pain d to admit, wouldn't be far-fet h d ."68 
'L t u not oy rlook th f t that although the ca e end d trictl 

rding to D rmula, it wa allowed to proceed through more 
than th u ual numb r f tag " th Miami Daily ew ditoria l
iz d; 'Th aa lTl wa f ught hard and carri d into extra inning. 
That i progre. h n ly qu ti n i \ h ther the federal anti
I n hing bill nat r in Wa hington wi ll think the progre , i fa t 

nou h." Rcfl ting n th ditorial of th Miami Daily pws, th 
op rator of a fun ral hom in Miami lated that "it wou ld b 

ible to live in orne Southern ommunitie if the re we re not 

red th a quittal of the Blackwe lder 
u h a mi arr iage of justice that th lobbying group v.'ant d to 

u it nationally to aalyan iz forc b hind a federal an li-lyn h 
la\, . pon readin about th ca in th VVa hinglon Pos l 

hur . od Mar hall , a pecial oun I with the AA P who 
\ uld later argu the landmark Brown v. Board of Educalion a e 
b f r the upr me ourt, sugae t d to retary While that the 

P prep ar 'a heet to b planograph d f th e n ew pap r 
li pping on rn ing lhi case for ongr , and ju t put a ap

ti n n it imilar l ' he tale R fu To top L n bing. '" 
Mar ha ll al 0 n ur g d White to ontact GOY rnor Con about 

liaation and pr ution of on table Durde n on p rjury 
k him if thi i hi id a of the wa to top lynching" 

Mar ha ll oun ' led " Thi i a good ca for u and we ho uld go 
l l wn. " While in turn a ked two bright and ri ing as oc iate , 
R ' Wilkin , then si tant Secr tal and ditor of The Crisi , and 

rg B. Murph Jr., Director of Publicit and Prom o tion , t 
ull lalemenl from newspaper clipp ing .: nd create a 1 aflelon 

lh atro i .70 

Whil B thun " a grat ful for th moral uppon, il wa an 
m lion 1 r 11 r oa ler. She knew that 10 al r id nts w uld hav 

to houlder th ru ad at lhi point, and it would be a long mi -
ion. I ha e found out that th f d ral g v rnm nt ha no juri '-

6 ), Edito ria l fro m Talllpa Tribun e reprint d a "Vio le n e In Vo ill ia" in Tampa 
Bulletin, 3 Jun e 1939, Prcve mi o n Of L nchin g M , lipping Fi l . For o Lh r 
dil ria ls "o i illg a similar se ntim e nt, 'ee Tampa Tribune, 3 1 ay 1939. 

69 . Miami Daily flO, 29 May 1939; Ke l ey Ph a rr to P , 29 1ay 1939, r cp 
M Ll . 

7 . hurgood Marsha ll to Walte r White , 28 Ma 1939; Walt r White to Roy 
Wilk ns a nd George Murph Jr., 3 1 Ma 1939 , both in N CP MSS Ll ,. 
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1 FLORID Hr TORI L Q U .RTERLY 

bla ks in a 10 alit population. " Florida had a long hi tOI ofvio
I n a ompanying vigilanc . In the late nine tee nth an d arly 
tw nti th c nturi , Florida was a "fronti e r" state with "typica l 
I n hing ounti "-thinly p pulated , largely rural , predom in ant
I agri cultural, a high rat of illitera y, low income, materia lly di -
ad a ntag d and co ntroll d by whit lit in cattered town . B 
th 19 0 , I n hing w r taking pIa e increasingly in urban 
ar a -Panama i , Tall aha , Daytona B ach , Tampa, and Fort 
Laud rdale-rath r than rural cro road and mall towns. Th 

r mong th fastest growi.ng citi in th e ta te. "Th r wa 
m r to th e urban ite than th quaint country tores, unpav d 

ts awmill , olton gin , paro hial Baptist and Methodi t 
hur h and mall co rner ga olin tation of the quint e nti al 

Iyn h illag f the outh ," hi torian Walter Howard ha pointed 
ut; 'M t f th m o ntain d larg and di er ified population , 

bl bu in en Lerpri e , librari 11 g , and v n th tat 
i la tur in th a e of Tallahass 

FI rida' popula tion nearly doubl d from 968,470 r id nts 
Il1 1920 to 1,897 414 people in 1940, and th number of black ' 
limb d fr m 329,4 7 to 14,198, whit who had traditionally 
njo ed un ont t d au thori ty felt th pr ur of an a I rating 

and mod rnizinO' 0 i t and r v rt d to primitiv b havior L 
guard traditional valu and u Lorn. n influx of to uri 

bu in , and people from th outsid created demands [o r pub-
Ii rvi , drov up th cost of living, inl nsified competiLion for 
j b and hou ing, injec ted diver ity, and made it difficult Lo main-
tain th tatu quo. N w Deal program alt r d relation hip and 
hift d the I u of pow r from th ·tate to th ~ de ral go rn

m ot. "Vhit Lri d to preseI e th ir tatu and k p black in 
' th ir pia ' b r rting to viol oc and intimidation. Th auto
mobil provid d vigilante with gr ater mobility for enfor ing and 
xpanding th op of white supremac and black ubordina tion. 

74. V\ a ir r T. H oward , "Bea che & H a ngi n .,. Tr : Lyn h Law In Flo rida , 1930-
1940 ," (I1lJerlO ( prin g 1992): 14; H oward , l.ynchings:Ex /ralegal Violence In 
Florida During 1930s ( c ling ' rove, Pe nn. , ] 995), 19-20, 132-48. Fo r lh broad

r ba kdro p of th e r gion , and more d e tail ed intc rprc ta ti o ns of th e int rp la 
bCl .. " n e tra lega l vio l nce and oc i t , o n ult W . Fitzhugh Brunda e, cd ., 

nder en/ena OjJ)path: Lynching I'll The South (Cha pcl Hill , . C., 1997), e pe
iall Brundage, "In trod uction ," 1-20; and orton H. Mo s, comp., Lynching 
nd Vigilantis m In The United tates: An Anno tatpd BibliogralJhy (W tp rt, 

Con n ., 1997). 
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