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In Search of Community: Historic 
Preservation and the Quest to Recover 
Fort Gatlin 

by Scott Eidson 

I n a city dominated by large numb r of tran plant re idents very 
fe, citiz n of Orlando know or car about th ar a' rich and 

colorful history or its hi toric:d figure . Local hi tory i not taught 
in the Orang County chool s "un less a t acher ha a particular 
inter st in th ubj ct and make a special effort." 1 R cent!y, 
efforts hav been mad to urb thi tr nd. In 1997, a mall organ
ization known as th F rt Gatlin Hi tori al Group sou O"h t to tra 
Orlando' origin through a communi ty-wide effort to pre erve th 
pr umed it of Fort Gatlin, a Unit d tates Army fort of the 
S ond Seminole War. In doing 0 , the group promoted a n 
of community b uniting Orlandoan with their history and spark
in g neral intere t not only in Orlando ' pa t but in it pr s n t 
and , more importan tl , its fut'Jre. 

During th cond Seminol War, th nited tat Army 
on truct d a tring of mili1.ary outpo ts that collectively chal

I nged the authority of 0 co la and the em in oles . One wa built 
111 mb r 1838 on the high ground be tween LakeJennieJewel, 
Lake Gem Mary, and Lake Gatlin, roughly two mil south of what 

otl Eid on is an M.A. tude nt in th e D partm nl o f Histo ry at the nive rsity o f 
e ntral Florida. H wi h to than k Dr. Shirl e Lec ki e, a ra h Van Ar d I, and 

Linda Lewart [or the ir inpul and wil ingne lO ass i llh projec t. 

1. Mark Andrew , "Orl ando ' Pia') e r is Oft n 
Orlando Sm linel, 9 pri1 2000 . 

[68] 
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I EAR CH OF COMM ITY 69 

is today downtown Orlando.2 Th fort was named after Dr. John 
S. Gatlin, a captain in th U .S. Army during th Florida war .3 

Gatlin fought and di d in th Dad Ma acre on De ember 28, 
1835, wh n S min I wiped out Major Dad ' entire command, 
av a handful of oldi r . Among th urvivor wa Raw n lark 

"h later gav accoun of th ma a r. lark pok of atlin a 
a brave man who "aft r bing r 1 wound d , cried ut, ' I an 
giv you no mor ord r my lad , do y ur be t! "4 

Its trat gi impr gnabili ty and ntral location mad F rt 
Gatlin k y to th American war ffort. Th it ould only be 
approach d from thr e direction m aning that urpri atl:t:'l k 
ould a ily b repul d. 5 Fort Gatlin al 0 ituated th F d ral 

Army 10 e to Fort M lIon (Sanford) and Fort Brook (Tampa) 
and S minol ncampments n ar th oun ilOak. 6 

A mall ivilian populati n on ntrat d around Fort Gatlin a 
a re ult of th Arm d 0 upation t of 1842, wh n th nit d 
Stat d cid d to fore th trib t m igrat farth r outh b 

ncouraging whit settlement. 7 Th A t o££ r d 160 acre to any
one who tayed five year , built a cabin , ultivat d five acre of th ir 
land, and h Iped d t nd again t emino le attack. Among the 
many hom t ad rs w re broth rs ar n and Isaac J ernigan who 
mo ed their familie and even hundr d h ead of cattl to th area 
in 1844. B 1 45, aron J ernigan b cam a captain in th volun-
teer army at Fort atlin and in 184 e rved a Mo quito unt ' 
fir t repr s ntativ whe n Florida nt r d th Un ion.9 

2. an-ative tate me m of ignifi can e" in Linda tewart, comp., ollection oj 
I mportan t Docu ll1 .enl That Outline the Efforts oj fhe Fort Gatlin Historica l Grout) in 
E tabli hing Fort Catlin and the Undelwal er ound ReJerence Divi ion oj the aval 
Research Laboratory as Hi tO'rical Landmarks oj the it) oj Orlando (h r aft r 
r ferr d to as ClD). 

3. Eve Bacon , A entennial H istory (Chul ou la, Fla. , 1975) , 1; Wi ll ia m Fr mo nt 
Bla km an , Hi tory oj Orang e County, Florida (De la nd , Fla. , 1927) , 3. 

4 . Fra nk La umer, Dade's L ast Command ( a in e ville , Fla. , 1995) , 239. 
5. Bacon , Orlando, 2. 
6. Ibid " 2; Blackm a n, Orange ounty, 3. Th un ilOa k tood near p r s nt

day outh F rn reek ve nue. The tr e i no longe r ali e , but a ma rke r d -
ignate its orig in a l po iti o n. ynthia . Hi ll , " e ntral Flo rid a Fo rt " 
(Individual tud Pap r, Florida Te hnologi a l nive rsity, 1974), 10, in '!D. 

7. Mark ndr w , "Sit ' I Y to Orlando Hi tory: Fo n a tlin ,' Orlando Sentinel, 
7 May 2000. 

8. [bid . 
9. Ke na Frie . Orlando in the Long, Long Ago . . . and ow (Orlando , Fla., 193 ) , 

3-9; Stewa rt, ClD. 
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70 FLORIDA HI TORI CAL QUARTERLY 

The ettl ment around F rt Gatlin initially became known as 
J ern i an to honor aron J r[ligan, but in 1857, citi zen p rma
nently chan ed th name to Irlando. lO Cotton and cattl quickly 
be cam th r gional tapl '. It Cattle ru tling wa wide pread, and 

entral Florida paralleled more western territorie with its gun
fights and gen rallawl ness. Emancipation of lave during the 

ivil War and a hurricane in 1 71 d stroyed th ar a otton 
industr , leading to th "oranl;;e fever" that seized r id nts in the 
1870 . People began planting more and mor itrus tree to m e t 
th nation 's demand for gra efruit, tangerin ,and orang .12 

h Great Freeze of 1894-1895, howev r, thr aten d the citrus 
indu try 13 Num rou orange grower, like John B. teinm ntz, 
ought other m a n of conomic survival. St inmentz converted a 

porti n of hi prop rty into a kating rink and bathhou e, added 
pi ni faciliti and built a toboggan lid for the nearby spring . 
Orlando ' hi tory a a touri t des tination had b gun .14 

In 1926, aron Jernigan'~i daughter, Martha J rnigan Tyl r, 
di d. Tyler had n the deve lopment of Orlando into a pro p r
ou it with e lectri it , telephon es, cars, and even an airport. 15 As 
th la t urvivor of th Fort Gatlin days, Tyl r had provided a living 
bridg to Orlando' hi tory. one of her la t public actions, on 
March 27, 1924, Tier joined fellow Daughter of th Am rican 
Revolution in unve iling a marker on the site of Fort Gatlin. 16 

In th venty years aft r Tyl r's death , littl wa done to com-
mem rate F rt Gatlin. In t ad , the federal governm nt buill a 
naval r s ar h laboratory on th ite in 1951 to S rYe as th onar 
t ling ground for atomic submarine. The lab remain ed a ti 

10. Ther is a n o ngo ing debat a t th e orig ins of the name Orla ndo. R earch 
hows th a t an Orlando Re . fo ugl t in the Third Seminol War, I 55-5 ; Mark 
ndrew ,"Lo r about namin g oj' Orlando makes for m fin e LOry te lli ng, ' 

Orla'ndo entinel, 11 J anuary 1998 
II . "Or land o: You v I' Outgrow I t," <http://www.orlandoinfo.co m/ cvb/ pr/ 

pr_ki ts/ ngli h/ histo l 2000.htm >, 5 D cemb I' 2000. 
12. Baco n , Orlando, 74. 
13. Ibid. , 75 . 
14. "Orlando: You ever Outgrm I t" 
L5. Ibid . 
16. ' Histo ri cal Resu m of Fo rt Gatli n, " in CID. The marker is located on Ga Lii n 

Ave nue on the _outhwe t orlle r o f the nde rwater o und Refere nce 
Di vi ion of th la a l Resea rch Labo ra tory, wh ich is built partial I o n th pr 
um ed site o f o ld Fort Gatlin . 
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I N SEARCH OF COMMU lTY 71 

In 1924, Martha Tyle r J rnigan and her fe llow Daughter of th American 
Revo lution co mmemorated th ite of Fort Gatlin with a tone marker that ti ll 
' tands today at the orner of Gatl in v. and Summe rlin St. in Orlando. ourlesy 
of the H i tmical Society of Gentml Florida. 

throughout the Cold War. It finally clo d in th 1990 , a victim of 
the base closings of the Clinton admini tration. 17 

When, in 1997, the Naval Resear h Laboratory clo ing was 
announ d , pr rvarion of the ite as a historical landmark 
parked a communi ty-wide effort to fund an archeolo 'ica l dig and 

preserve Fort Gatlin and th res arch laboratory. Based upon the 
finding of Gainesville arch ologist Anne Stokes, who ugg t d 
that Fort Gatlin h ad probably stood within or near the naval com
pound, area re idents found d th Fort Gatlin Historical Group 
"to locat ,a ess and inv stigat the pos ibili ty that the U . . Navy' 
Underwater Sound R fer nc Laboratory contains empiri cal 
arch aeological vidence of historical Fort a tlin. "l 
Pres rvationists wished to inve tigat "the archit ctural ign ifi-

17. Mary Shanklin , "Pollution , fum , a ·be to plague new chool offic 
Orlando entinel, 23 March 2000. 

1. Kevin pear," roup: Halt plan whi l w look for historic fort ," Orlando 
Sentinel, 25 March 1997· Mark Andrews "Old butto ns, maps po in t way to 
Orlando 's origins," Orlando enlinel, 14 May 2000; "Fort Gatlin Hi, tor i al 
Group Purpos ," in cm. 
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72 FLORID HI TORICA L Q ARTERLY 

an of the Navy ound Lab main building" and "advocat for 
appr priat ac tion following th inve tigation. "19 

Th group sent le tter to Orange ounty officials r qu ting 
ufn nt time to search for th l_ fort prior to redevelopm nt of the 

Na prop rty.20 Orang ounty, se rvin g a th Local 
R d lopment Authori ty, wa charged with dispo ing of the 
re ear h lab . Sev ral option w re being con idered fo r r use of 
th prop r ty: e ight single-family homes, fiftee n to twen ty condos, 
or a park. Another possibili ty in olved incorporating th ar a into 
the n arby city of Edgewood and moving its ity H all and Police 
departm nt into the building of the Naval Sound Lab.21 The Fort 
Gatlin Hi torical Group fear d offi cia ls would lean towards the 
on do plan ince it was the I a t expe nsive alte rnative. 22 Local 

oppo ition curbed any private building projects, however , and the 
pre ence of h mi al pollutan ts in the lab fo rced th Navy to per
form massive cl anups th at low d conve rsion of th pro pe rty, 
affo rding th Fort Gatlin HisLOri cal Gro up mo re tim to gather 
upport. 23 

One way to guarantee prese rvation wa to place th ite on the 
a tional R gi t r. • tablished und r th Histori c Sit ct of 1935 
nd xpand d by the National Prese rvation Act of 1966, the 

National Registe r promo ted a mission tha t "histo ri ca l a nd cultu ral 
foundati o n of th Nation sh ould be pr rved as a living part of 
our mmuni ty 1ife and d v lopment in o rder to five a se nse of ori-

nta ti n to the m ri an peo ple ." 24 0 ponsored b th 
Univ r ity of entral Florida hi tory d partm nt and the Orange 

oun ty Hi torical ociety, th applicatio n emphasized the ite' 
hi LOrical ignifi ance. Ye t, Nal :ional Register coordinator Barbara 
E. Mattick rej ected th appli atio n becaus of the lack of "phys ica l 

19. Ibi d . 
20 . Spear , "Gro up: Hall. pl an whil e w look [or histo ri [0 rl. " 
21. a nd ra Ma the r ," o ncre te may be hidin g fo rt where a city wa born ," Orlando 

Srr nlinel, 2 0 tobe r 1997. In 199 , ano th e r o p tio n was con ide red whe n th e 
rang oun ty he riff Office e (p ressed inte rest in th e lab; andra Math rs , 

"Sh r ifT ey old · avy 1al ," Orlan do Sentinel, 26 Ma r h ] 998. 
22 . a th e r , "Co n re te may be hi dir g fort whe re a cit was bo rn. " 
23. Math e rs," h ri ff yes o ld avy lab ." 
24. Julie Zagars , ed. , Preservation YellOW Pa ge s: The ornplele Inf ormation SOUTce fOT 

HOutP07Un pr. , ommunities, and Pmfe ionals, Revi ed Edition ( ew York, J 997), 
36; l toine tt J. Lee, ed ., Pa l Mepls FutuTe: aving A nwrira 's fl islonc 

Enviror/'ll wnls (Wa 'hin gton D.C. , 1992) , 37. 
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I SEARCH OF COMMU lTY 73 

integrity and a definite and ju tifiable boundary."25 he encour
aged "further archa ological t sting on the privat land in th 
area, perhaps with grant funding," and ugg ted potential sourc 
for a grant, including th Florida Departm nt of State. 26 

The propo aI, Survey Excavation and Designation of Second 
Seminole War Site, wa ubmitt d to th D partment of State 's 
Bureau of Historic Pr rvation on D cember 15, 1998. The 
group requested $35,000 to h lp maintain a budget for the exca
vation and urvey of the Fort Gatlin site, which was targeted to 
begin in July 1999. Formal fforts to pre 'erve Fort Gatlin fell hort, 
however, when the grant was deni d27 

When the Fort Gatlin Hi torical Group ought to find out why 
the grant had been r j cted, they discovered that the State 
Department would not fund both an archa ological survey and 
excavation within a ingl grant.2 According to the founder of the 
Fort Gatlin Hi tori al Group, Linda Stewart, the State wanted to 
fund everal maIler projects in tead of focusing availabl funds on 
one or two larg r proj cts. In ord r to receiv funding, the group 
would have to submit separate grant application. 

Meanwhile, use of the lab property remained in question. In 
the early months of 1998, Edgewood ity ouncil members voted 
to ask the county for two of the mall r buildings in order to move 
the City Hall and Polic Departm nt out of their shared building 
on Larue treet. Thi option for th property had been considered 
since 1997, but Edgewood's hesitation had only confus d th i u . 
By the time that th city finally r qu t d th property, too many 
other option had become available .29 

The Fort Gatlin Historical Group continu d the earch for a 
suitable occupant who would both cur the property and pre
serve the site for public u e. Group members and local re idents 
such as Linda Stewart and Lowrie Brown wanted the lab turned 
over to a government ag ncy or converted into a count)' storage 
facility, th r by stalling redevelopment and assisting in the pr s r-

25. Barbara E. iattick to Linda tewart, 1997, in cm. 
26. Ibid . 
27. " urvey Excavation and Designatio n of S cond Seminole War Site Grant 

Proposal," in CfD. 
28. Linda t wa rt, telephone int rvi ew b author, Orlando, Fla ., 29 Octobe r 

2000. 
29. andra Math r , "Edg ewood wants sound lab for City Hall ," OTlando entinel, 

8 February 1998. 
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74 FLORID HI TO RI L Q ARTERLY 

urv y ma p of the ava l Res arc h Lahoratory. T he dOlted o uLlin rep res nt th e 
area be lieved to hav been the ite ::>f Fo rt Ga tlin. From Ann V. tok s, An 
Archaeo logical Rf ouree As essment mvey oj aval Re earch Laboratory Underwater ound 
ReJerence Detachment, Orlando, Orange C7unl)" Florida (n.p. , 1997), 28. 

vation of th it ~o Stewart prornot d what orne cholars of 
pr ervation hav referred to a "adaptive use," th id a that up
port for pr rvation can often b obtained when on can sh ow 
that the prop rty wi ll re main Ll eful for and within th communi
ty.31 ; dgewood h ad demonstra ted uch adap tive use with i pro
posal to convert th building for civic u and tran form som of 
th land in to a park. But Edg wood City Council m mber were 
unwilling to pay th 0 ts . 

n y ar la ter, whi le th F, rt Gatlin Historical Group awaited 
word con erning th grant application, the Orang Cou n ty School 
Board secured a d al with the' county for sole po ession of th 

O. Ibid . 
31. rthur P. Zi gler Jr. and Walt r C. Kidn y, Hi tone Pr eservation in Small Towns: 

A Manual oj Practicf (Nashvi ll e, 1 ~ '80) , 49; Diane Barthe l, Historic Pre ervalion: 
olleelive Mnnory and Hi torim! Tdm lily (New Bru nswlck: I J. , J 996) , ] 10; Mi ke 

Wall ace, Mickey \1ouse Hi tOJy and Other Essays on American M emory 
(Philade lphia , 1996) , 1 9- \90. 
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I SE RHO OMM lTY 75 

D tai led findin g of th e 1997 a rcha o logical urv y at th e presumed site of F rl 

Gatl in . lote di coverie ora mu ke tball and a" .. ' button. From Anne V. t k s, 
An Tehaeologieal Reso'UTc e A se ment 'UTVey oj aval Re em"ell Laboralory nderwaler 

o'Und ReJerence Delachmenl, Orlando, Orang e o'Unly, Florida (n.p. , 1997) , 6. 

avy Re earch Laboratory. 32 Th property would be hand d ov r 
free of cost along with an additional 300,000 to d fray r novation 

o ts. 33 The Fort Gatlin Hi torical Group and local r id nts 
app lauded th d 1 IOn. chool official support d promoting 
and pre erving the historical and ducational ignificance of th 
it .34 Th School Board pI dg d P ration to a i t th F rt 
a tlin Hi torical Group, the Univ r it of C ntral Florida, and the 

Orang County HistOli al oci ty in r applying for nec ar tat 
grants to allow more thorough xcavations.3-

The chool Board' d cision r pr n ted both an actual and a 
moral vi tory for the Fort atlin Hi torical Group. Preservation i 

32. I evin pear, " avy lab in Orlando rna re urfac a chool ffi e ," Orlando 
enline~ 25 Marc h 19 9' id m , " rang hool get na x-sonar lab, ' 

Orlando enlinel, 14 pri l 1999. 
33. ld m, "Or a ng s hools gel navy' x- onar lab. " 
34. Idem, " avy lab in Orlando may resurface a chool offic ." 
35. Ma rk Andrews, "Old button ', map p inl wa to Orlando 's origins," Orlando 

entine~ 14 May 2000. 
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76 FLORIDA HI TORI CAL Q ARTERLY 

oft n park d through fear of the immediate dang rand 10 of a 
particular part of history although thi criterion alon i not suffi
ci nt to su tain actual effort. "Patriotic education" through visita
tion to pr e rved sites prom te pres rvation and justifies th 
fforts of the pr rvationi t. 36 Converting th ite into part of the 

count] , educational syst m would provid direc t acc into 
Orlando ' pa t by way of fi ld trips and projects . 

Tra nsforma tion of th ite from the Naval R arch 
aboratory into th offi e of the Orange County School Board 

r main d layed , however , by the rna ive chemical cl anup. 
chool Board Di trict official maintain that th prope rty will b 
at by th e nd of the umm r of 2002 . Even clean up ffort 

ha b com omplicated . Th e Stat Hi toric Pr ervation 
Offi has de m d the a b to:; til s in th lab corridors and lob
bi and the creo ote wood-blo,:::k floor of th main building to be 
hi tori .37 

As adaptive u e and preservation hav b n de lay d , on ern 
hav h ight ned over th ultimat fate of the Fort Gatlin it. 
S ral re idents who favor th proj ct ar quit lde rly, and Linda 
St wart £ ars that if they should pas away, far 1 sympathe tic own-

r might purcha the land and further stall plans to secure phy -
ica l boundari for the aLonal Regi te r. till , the r ar 
promi ing circumstance as wel1. Th site is very mu h the sam a 
it wa in 1997; the Naval Sound Lab and the con r te parking lot 
were not demolish d r distur ed. tewart and the Fort Gatlin 
Hi torical Group are thankful f, r thi , especially the intac t natur 
of the parking lot which they believe is covering pr iou artifacts 
that li about two fee t below th . urfac .3< The pro p ct of de ter
mining boundarie ba ed upon the presenc of archeo logical 
r main , and the Orang ounty School Board 's willingness to 
a i tin r cov ring them , hav J pt the group optimistic. 

What then can b aid of the community ffort to pre e rve 
part f Orlando' pa t? Pr rvation, som sch olars hav not d , 
promot olidarity through the recognition of a collective pa t 
and int gra t ocieti by pro ' ding a positive example of valu d 

36. Cha rle B. Hosme r J r. , Pre ence oftl,.e Past: A H isto'ry of the Preservation M ovement 
in the United tales Befo re WilLi ams bm g ( e\ York, 1965), 264-66. 

37. Mar Shanklin , "Po llution , fum ~ 's , asbestos plagu new . hoo l offi s," 
Orlando entinel, 23 March 2002. 

38. Stewart inte rvie \ . 
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I SEARCH OF COMMU ITY 77 
life- tyle .39 A 1998 survey conducted by the Fort Gatlin Hi tori al 
Group rev aled that an ' overwh lming " majority of thre hundr d 
r spons by "our neighbors " upported effor to r at a hi tori-
al park. As Linda Stewart phra ed it, the Fort Gatlin project had 

b orne "a serious, communily bas d ffort to thi property 
convert d into a park with all of i uniqu hi torical, architectur
al and archaeological characteristic brought to liD for all the citi
zen of O range Coun ty."40 And many of tho "n ighbor " would 
a pt rue of th main tru tur for public ben fit to make it 

financially feasible. "4 1 
In early 1998, an Orlando entinel article about the Fort Gatlin 

Group and its fforts wa r publi h d in Timucuan Trails, a 
n w lett r for the C ntral Flo rida Anthropological ociety. 
Ac ompanying it was a call for volunte r to a ist in the anticipat-

d urvey of 1998.42 uthor, Sandra Mathers xplain d the 
group 's desire "to pur ue thi [hi toric] d signation on th 
grounds the it i broader than ju t th Navy Property" and 
str ssed th importanc of th ar a as a historical landmark for 
OrJando. 43 

When archaeologi t Anne Stokes, principal inve tigator for 
outh a t rn Ar ha 0 10 ical R search Inc. , b gan uncov ring arti

facts from the ra of the S cond S minole War on th lab prop r
ty, the "n ighbor wer n't surpri ed. They've b n turning up 
v rything from cannonballs to belt buckl and bone in th ir 

yards for years. " 44 tewart bragged of "200 artifacts from th fort ' 
ra un arth d by the archaeologist in a 15- quar foot land caped 

ar a at th corner of the lab pr p rty a ample evidence of hi tor
ical value ."45 When Stokes discov r d "a post hoI contammg 
om wood and harcoal" that appear d to dat t the period of 

the 1830s, excitement abound d. Unfortunately, tok ' final 

39. Barth el, Histone Preservation, 154; Na than We nb erg, Preservation in Arnerican 
Town and Citie (Bo uld r , 0 10 ., 1979),217. 

40. "Ed g wo d Po ition on th e Re u of th e aval o und La b," in CID. 
41. "A Prese ntation Give n By th Fort a tlin Hi tori cal Group," in CID. 
42. Mary Antin ozzi, ed ., "T imu cuan Trails: ew From the e ntra l Fl o rida 

Anthro po logi al ocie ty, Fort a tlin U pdat " J anuary ] 998 in ill. 
43. Sandr a Matll e r , "Hi to ry buffs re main d e te rmined to find fort ," Orlando 

enlineZ, 22 D c mb r 1997. 
44. Andr w , "Sit ' ke to Orla nd o Hi tory: Fo rt Ga uin ." 
45. "Timu cuan Trail : New Fro m th enu-al Flo rida Anthro po logical oci ty, 

Fo rt Gatlin U pd a te," in CID. 

10

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 81 [2002], No. 1, Art. 7

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol81/iss1/7



78 FLORIDA HI TORICAL Q UA RTERLY 

r port on th lab ite, released in Septembe r of 1998, prov d 
in onclu ive as to th po thole' historic value . 

The mild su c se of 1998 did not dampen e nthusia m. Local 
r id nts , uch a Shaw raig, agr ed to allow excavation of th ir 
prop rties.46 C TU H. Sharp Jr. wrot Stewart that "we upport 
our int ntion whol h artedly and will gladly cooperate with your 

p lan f r excavation and recovery of a rtifacts on our prop rty."47 
Th Fort Gatlin Hi torical Group al 0 olicit d politi al 

endor m ent of the grant app lication . All ix District ounty 
ommi ion r s nt lett rs of recomm ndation to the Divi ion of 

Hi tori R ource, as did Bill McCollum andJohn L Mica, Florida 
m mb r of the U.S. House of R pre ntatives, and Dani I 
W bst r , Sp ake r of th Florida Hou e of R presenta tiv .48 

tim pa sand th tHus of Fort Gatlin remain unre-
olved th Fort Gatlin Hi t 'rical Group' d mographic will 

b o m in r a ingly important 49 At its P ak, the group con i t d 
oftvventy activ m mbe r ,with an a, erage ag of sixty-five. At ev
eral community m ee tings, which exc d d two hundr d p ople, 
the young t att ndee w r at I as t thirty years old . Thi , St wart 
h pe , will qui kly chang a young people from the Oran 

ount ch 01 tem becom involved .5o tewart and the group 
think this will br a the n ew life into preservation fforts and h lp 
t a h ntral Florida' outh that their pa t is not only important 
but a ttainabl .51 

Th fruition of th ir efforts is los a t hand , but the Fort 
Gatlin Hi t rical Group and th t~ community it h a come to repr -

nt mu t a quir the n e ary funding to begin th urv y and 
cavation of th presul11 d il e of Fort Gatlin. Pre ervationi ts 

know that for th ir fforts to h~ u cce ful , th y must make th ir 
pr ~ cts popular to inspire pul lie official ' support, attract like
mind d individuals or organizaljon , and rai morale in th com
muni ty and "enliv n its piriu ."52 To da te, thi ha b e n th 
a hie m nt of the Fort Gatlin Hi torical Group. 

46. 
47. 
4. 

9. Lewart inte rvi ew. 
O. Ibid . 

51. Ibid. 
2. Z icgler, Historir Preservation in Small Towns, 60-61. 
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