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The Historian's Craft 

by Jerald T. Milanich 

I n historical re ear h , a in riding the hound, the ar h i oft n 
at least as much fun a the nd of the chas . Galloping through 

journals, books, and archival ource in earch of an unkn wn hi -
torical figure can be po itively xhilarating, p cially wh n the 
hunt i replete with fal trail, British baron ts, a my teriou 
princ s, and multiple p eudonyms. 

My historical adv nture began everal months ago wh n James 
u ick, h ad of th Univ r ity of Florida' P.K Y nge Library of 

Florida Hi tory, sent me the newspaper clipping publi h d in thi 
i u of the Florida Historical Quarterl as "Frolicking Bears, Wet 
Vulture , and Other My t ri .... " Th 2500-word arti Ie origi­
nally appeared in th w York Weekly Sun in 1873. ontammg 
important information on Indian ite in the Indian River area 

p ially a charming des ription of Turtl Mound, the docum nt 
deserved to b reprint d and annotated. But there wa on glaring 
probl m . Who wrot it? The dateline "De S to Groves, Florida, 
Mar h20," offered no clu . I t out to find the author. 

h tone of the article left the impression that the author wa 
a vi it r to th region (ajournali t?). Might that person have writ­
ten other thing? A trip to th Univ rsity of Florida library to run 
down early a ounts of Br yard and V lusia Countie yi ld d noth­
ing. But inJohn Erikson' Brevard County, A History to 1955 I found 
mention of British baron t Sir Tatton Syke who had an Indian 
Riv r hunting camp in 1 57, perhaps the arne individual called 
Sir Francis Sykes in th 1873 articl . At th library I logged on to 
Galenet's e l ctr nic biographical database to ort out th yk 
and xplore th British connection. S veral hours p ring at bio-
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37 RTERLY 

graphi I ft me wit! two if Tattons and on ir Fran is, 
an of whom could have b n in Florida around 1857. 

I d id d to try a diff rent tac t: pe ru ing la t nine te nth-c n­
tury book about Florida to see what wa known about Turtle 
M und at the time. It wa blind luck th fir t volume I gral b d wa 
Guide to Florida (1 7 ) , ritten b "Rambl r," an obviou p udo­
n m. h book Ilt raIl fell open to a I ngth undated quot from 
th N " York Sun n w paper about th Indian River regi nand 
attribut d to "Ziska.' What immediat Iy au ght m ey wa thr 
phra - ; one mention d bears huntin g tu rtI eggs on th bah 
an th r was about ir Francis S ke , and the third aid Turtle 
M un I "loom on th horizon Iik a pillar of H ercule . ' All three 

I m n a l 0 app ar in the 1873 N w York Weekly un ani 1 . 
W r th author of th two the sam individual? Wa Zi ' ka a real 
p r on or a p ud n m (m mone wa on the latter) , and did 
Zi ka ' rit m 1 73 arti 1 ? I usp ted o. 

Aga in o n-lin I ran Ziska th rough veral earch ngin . 
othino' Then I tarted in on library holdings. Bingo! Almost 

imJTl diat I I caught a glimps of m quarry, a nov 1 ntitled 
Zi Iw: The Problem of a Wicked Soul, writt n by Mari Cor 11i and pub­
Ii h d in London in 1897. ould Ziska, a fi tional princ , b the 
p udon) n of a Briti h woman, perhap an author / journali t who 
had a ompani d ir om bod yke on hi Indian River p di­
ti n ? V\ a h w rking a a tringer for w York new pap r ? 

ga in I turn d to I ctronic da taba e . 
Prin e Zi ka quickly I d m into an o ther r aim, th avanl­

gar'de th atr and lit rary scene of Vi (o ri an London. It wa an 
xtrao rdin ary (\i o-da journe . On Day On I was certain I wa on 

t Lb big e t tory r. It turn out Marie Cor IIi i a pseudo n m 
for Marion Ma ka . No Ii t Core lli , who birth dat i variou ly 
g iv n a 183 , 1 , 1 55 , and 1864, i Ii ted in a ho t of li terary 
biographical ind and dictionari , including one focusing on 
women , gay wom n , Briti h author , and ad y cience fi ction writ-

r . Zi ka app ar in The Encyclopedia of Amazon , Women Warrior: 
from nliquil to thf Nlodern Ar a. Wa m unknown writ raga 
Briti h w man, ho was either 50, 33, or 22 year of age , d pend­
in . on v hi h birth dat one wi h d to acc pt, when he w nt to 
Florida in 1 57? E n better what if Rambl r actuall wer Zi ka 
(and Mari or lli and Marion Mackay)? 

Da Two found me reading ore lli novel -there wer a num­
ber of them-looking for lu . . nything abo ut Florida or Briti h 
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baronets? othing. I di I arn Princ Zi ka vid ntl influenced 
a nerati n of worn n. Prior to or Hi' nov I, th nam Zi ka 
only rarely app ar in hi tOlical lit rary guides; afterward a num­
ber of worn n with Zi ka a a urname appear. Wa th nam 
adopted to how olidarity with Princes Zi ka and or lli? 
Anyone out th r n ed a dis ertation topic? 

But I wa in for a rud awak ning. At th 
wa yst mati ally corr lating hits r ceiv d 
ear h with itation in book and magazin ,lookin £ r c n­

n ction am ng Zi ka/ Cor Hi / Mackay, New York new pap r , and 
Florida. On it d ourc wa John Edward Hayne's P eud,onym of 
Authors: Including nonyms and InitiaLisms, a 1 nd r v lum pub­
Ii hed in 1 2. On pag 103, Ha nes pro id d th a toundin 
news that Zi ka al wa a p udonym used by Amo Jay 

umming , a w York un journali t! Prill. Zi ka and Mari 
orelli had b 11. a fa) trail. 

Any lingering doub or wishful thinkino- that Mackay might be 
umming in drag w re quickl dis ipat d aft rIb gan readin 

hi biographi al information in variou our ,graduall filling 
ut d tail of hi life. He wa ajournali t, a war h ro, and a politi­

cian, and, y ,h had b n in Florida and had written a Zi ka. 
More on-lin searche revealed four rapbooks b longing t 

umm ing were in th wYork Public Library. I went th r ,and 
in the old hand-writt n catalogu I found lev n m reo Mt r 

ummings di d, the fift en rapb k m t lik 1 w nt to hi wi£ , 
and on h r d ath (th had no chi ldr n) th y wer to ed. In May 
1927, a sharp- d librarian had potted th crapbook at th 
Bargain Book hop and bought them for th library. 

In the end, truth turn d out to b mor int re ting than fic­
ti n , and what I thou ht wa the cone!u ion of m ar h et me 
on an en tir ) n w track. Ov r raj day I r ad all fift n rap­
book, which ntain hundreds of new pap r arti I ummings 
wr taw 11 a a h t of other mat rial about hi llfe. I even 
found my 1 73 Weekly un artie! pa ted in one crapbook, lid 

id nc Cumming wa the author. By the tim I fini h d, hand 
I w re old fri nd . 

I now am wi e to hi practic of writing I tt rs on led top-
to the Sun editor,just a he, a managing ditor, could p n th 

r plie . I know about th battle h fought in th Civil War r p rt­

d in cont mporary n wspap r artie! that h lat r £ und, cut 
out, and pasted in a crapbook with marginal comments. 
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I a compani d umming and Mr. umming on their ix­
month long, ro s-country journey from New York to an 
Fran i co . AJong the wa hint rvi wed ten of people, though h 
till found time for trout fi hing. T hrough ut tha t trip and hi 

Florida ojourn, umming , a an outsider, walk d into ituation 
and a k d que tion 10 al re ide n ' could n t. On ploy wa to 
pump 10 al n w pap r ditor for informati n , often gaining 
in ights th ditor th m I wou ld not or could not put in print. 

I xp ri n d Cumming' n e of humor (in a pres' relea 
h had publi h d in a California newspaper ann uncino- his return 

N w York, h referr d to him If as an "ac omplished angler a 
w 11 a a brillian t and vivaciou writer"), and I have attended el -

ew Y rk dinner with h im and hi croni of the New York 
lub. T g th r we have b en through a S ptember hurri-

an on Florida' tlantic oa t, and we collect d plants in th 
E [glade for th w York Botani al arden. I have ev n 
w t h d a ummings de liver d speeche from th floor of th 
H u of Repr ntativ. 

Pe rhap th mo t poignant thing I exp ri nc d is a bit of what 
it wa lik at th nd of hi life. h e fifteenth rapbook contain 
arti 1 about ummings's iUn s, a ub equ nt op ration for kid­
n fai lure, and hi ontracting doubl pneumonia. Obituaries fiJI 

ral pag . Hi d ath in 1902 wa national n wS. 
In r dibl ,archival r earch al 0 plac d me at hi b d ide in a 

Ba ltim or ho pital wh n , with death a certainty, Amo J ay 
umming wa handed a p neil and a pi fhis le tterh ad from 

lh .S. Hou of R pr ntativ s's ommitt e on Library. In a 
hak , bare l legibl hand he wrot hi la t thoughts: "for thi is a 

gr a t world and od moves in a my teriou way. " That pi ce f 
p P r i the la t it m in the las t rapbook. 

Though my ody la ted only a fortnight, it was a very inter-
ting fourt n da . I int nd to pur u mor res ar h on 

Cumming, e p ially his articles on Florida. And if anyone is inter-
t d in pur uing Prine Zi ka tal. , plea e le t m know. 

Hi tori al re ar h i alway an adv nture . 
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