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Historic Notes and Documents: 
"Our Desired Haven": 
The Letters of Corinna Brown Aldrich 
from Antebellum Key West, 1849-1850 

byJames M. Denham and Keith L. Huneycutt 

O nJanuary 8,1849, Dr. Edward S. Aldrich wrote his wife Corinna 
Brown Aldrich from Key West, Florida. His description of AIn f

ica 's southernmost town spoke of its beauty and economic pot ntial: 

It is very cheering to my heart to b able to [rescue] you 
fyom trying suspense, as I am convinced I shall, wh n you 
hav read my report of Key We t. . . . [There are as many] 
pI asant families here a you will find in any outhern town 
of the arne population-and in prai e of the climate, enough 
cannot be said-The a br ze is 0 exhilarating, and the 
gard ns look so green and fresh, that I can scarce realize th 
impression that I am till in Uncle Sam 's territories. You 
know what delightful nights we had in Pen acola & St. Au
gustine in the spring, and summer[? W] have such weather 
h re all the time. The i land i six miles long, and th rare 
many p leasant walks about, in different directions.' 

J ame M. Denham i ' profe sor of History at Florida o uth rn Coli e. Keith 
Hune Cult i a ciate profes or of Eng Ii h at Florida South rn College. Thi article 
is from a work in progr entitl d Echoesfro1n a Distant Frontier: The Correspondence of 
the BTOwn Family in Antebellum Florida, 1835-1850. 

1. The Library of the nited ta te · Milital cademy at W t Point ( MA) h ld 
a large collection of lette r , bequeathed by Miss Mannevillette uHivan, con tai n
ing the p ronal corre ·pondenc f her fami ly from 1831 to circa 1900. Ell en 
Brown Anderson, orinna's iter, was Miss Sull ivan 's great-grandmoth r. The 
editor f thi articl e thank Miss Sullivan for a llowing them to u e these family 
lette rs, photographs, and geneal gy mat rial . The editor · al 0 thank Sheila 
Hugh ' for h r a sistance . 

[517] 

1

Denham: Historic Notes and Documents: "Our Desired Haven": The Letters of

Published by STARS, 2000



1 FL RID HI T Rl Q ARTERLY 

Aldri h add d that he had m t s v ral acquaintance and 
£ rm r pati n as well as v ral of the town' lading itiz n , 
mo t of whom had urg d him to mov hi medical practic from 
Mari tta rgia. Among th m wer m n who shar d Aldrich 
Whi ideal:J ph B. Lan a t r judg fth outhernJudi ial ir-

uit and tw nty- ight- ar old 0 sian B. Hart the cir uit' olicitor. 
With th a quaint.:'ln of hi new fri nd , the support ofWhi on-

r sman Edward Cab Il and Senator Jack on Morton, and a new 
Whi admini tration in th White Hou ,Aldrich predict d that h 
\ ould ecur appointment a army surg on: "I have ev 
that I shall b mplo d in pr ference to ither of th th r ph i-
i n for th oppo ing faculty are not h Id in much r p t. On i 
Id. Dr. P a h hospital urg on & hi partner, Dr. [Thomas A.] 

Pin kn y-th latter i br ther in law of Judge [William] Marvin , & 
his clerk.' 2 Th appointm nt along with hi r ular in om as a ph -

ian promi d a hand m living. Aldrich continu d: 

2. 

Ind ed I am al r ad in a better practice than I hay ever 
had in or ia and be t of all it will pay. The Marin ho
pital i ,orth 1200 d liar a year. And as old Pea h is a 
loco, I hop band b to uper d him.3 

.•• I shall ha no 
difficulty ab ut g tting a hou ith r at the barrack, or 
n arer th nter of th town. Two of tho hand om r -
id nc of th barrack ar still unoccupied .... W hay 

2
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THE LE ERS OF ORI BROWN ALDRICH 

three handsome church ,& a fourth n w building. 
[TJ here i a oci ty here of ons of t mp ranc & about 
one hundred & fifty-m mb rs. The place is improv d 
much ince the ver torm, it i rebuilt in a more substan
tial manner. [TJ r & s 11 all goods & chattel , for the ex
pen es of moving goods p rail wa & i enormous.4 

519 

orinna Aldrich should not have b n urpri d that Edward 
wa r I cating her and her ister ' family. The Aldriches had moved 
frequ ntly ince their 1837 marriage in Mandarin, Florida, re iding 
bri fly in St. Augustin , N wnan vi11 , and P n acola-and then in 
Mac n and Marietta, G orgia. In N v mb r of 1835, Corinna 
Brown had moved with her younger i t r Ell n from Portsmouth, 
N w Hamp hire, to Mandarin, joining th ir brother Charle and 
th ir aunts Mary and Ann Daring, wh had reI cated to Ea t Flor
ida only months earli r. Another aunt, Delia Daring Hall, had mi
grated to Florida in 1 32, and with her phy ician husband Jam 
Hall old the newcom r a mall tract adjacent to their plantation.5 

Ell n, Charles, and C rinna (until her marriage to Edward) culti
vat d 'Llangollen" until 1839, when they sold out and mov d to 
Newnan ville. Of the iblings' aunts, Mary died in Mandarin that 
ear Ann moved to Newnan ville and Delia remain d in Mandarin 

until h r death in 1842. In May 1 40, th ir youngest siblin 
G org , also moved to Newnansville . He and harles sought to 
op n a dry-good t r tog ther, but Charles died of yellow £ r 
while on a purcha ing trip in Savannah, 0 Gorge pursued the 
v nture alone and soon became mod rately pro perous. 

As migrants eeking both economic opportunitie and e cape 
from a har h winter climate, the Brown w r among an influx of 
New Englanders who am to Florida beginning in the anteb Hum 
ra and continuing through the late nineteenth c ntury. Newcom
r engag d in mercantile activity teaching,journalism, and a ho t 

of other pur uits. Some, like Ralph Waldo Emer on and John Tap-
p n of Ma sachu tts, stay d only t mporarily. Others like Charles 
Hutchin on of Connecticut and Daniel Ladd of Maine, r locat d 
permanently. P rhap Florida's most famou migrant after th ivil 

4. Edward . AJdri h t orrina AJdrich, 8 January 1849. 
5. (Port mouth , .H.) JO'urnaL of Literature and Politics Rock.ingham Gazette and State 

HeraLd , 15Jun 1 3; (Sl. Augustin) FlmidaHerald,]5 Augu t 1 33. 
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520 FLORID HISTORICAL Q ARTERLY 

V\ ar wa Harriet Beecher Stow , who settled only a mile or so from 
th Br wn ' orlO"inal Mandarin homestead.6 

In 1 37, Olinna m t Edward S. Aldrich in St. Augustine. A nativ 
of t. Mar , , Georgia, and a gTaduate of the M dical ollege of South 

ar lina, he rved as surgeon for the East FIOlida Militia. Mter tll ir 
marliag , Edward practic d medicine in N wnansville and main
tain d conta ts with patients and associate at n arby Post No. 12 and 
Fort King (pre ent-day Ocala). In 1839, orinna' i tel' Ellen m t Lt. 
Jam V\ illoughby Ander on, a Virginia-born graduate of We t Point. 
The w r married on 0 tober 26, 1840.7 The Anderson et up 
hou k ping adjacent to Fort King, and, in th following years, Ellen 

a birth t two children in St. Augu tin : Edward Willoughb on No
\ mber 12, 1 41 and COlinna Georgia on Augu t 4, 1843. Edward's 
and James' dutie with the army during the Second Seminol War 
(1 36-1842) forc d the men to move rep atedly throughout Florida. 
o too did orinna and Ell n move around th territory-but not al

wa widl th ir husbands. Only George Brown r mained settled. 
At th oncIusion of the S cond Seminol War in 1842, And r-

n moved hi family first to Fort Gratiot, Michigan, and th n to 
Buffal Barrack , N w York. At Fort Gratiot in October 1845, two 
month after Ander on had left Michigan with his unit for M xico, 
Ell n , with orinna at h r side, bor a third child , Ellen Mannevil
I tt . B then Edward decided to mov his wife and her iter's fam
iI- to P n acola wher the naval yard offered promise, both as the 
ite of a m dical practic and as a place to keep cIo e watch over 

And rson ' movements in Mexico. 
In the pring of 1847 Ander on 's unit participated in Winfi Id 

Sc tt' amphibious assault on Vera ruz. Just days before Scott' ui
umphal m r h into Mexico City, Ellen r eived word of h r hu -

6. Ann E. Rowe, The Idea of Florida in the American Literary imagination (Baton Roug , 
La., 19 6) , 5; John S. Tappen to Bel:jamin French , 13 Decem b r 1 41 Dorath 
Dodd Room, Stat LibralY ofFI rida, Tallahassee;Jame T. ampbeIl, "The Charl e 
Hut hin n Letters Fr m ~ rritorial Tal lah ass e, 1839-1843," AjJa lachee 4 (1950-
1956) : 13' Jerr II H. hofner, Daniel Ladd: Merchant Hince ofFrrmtier Florida (G in s
viII Fla. , 197); onna B. uthbert "Yank e Preach r-Teacher in FI rida, 
1 ,"Hunlin ton Li&rary Quar ·terl y 7 (1944) : 95-104; Douglas McMurtri , "Th 
B ginning fPlinting in FIOlida," Florida Historical Quarterl y 23 (0 lOber 1944): 63-
96;Jam s Owen Knau , Flarida Territarialjournalism (D Land: Florida tate HislOri-
aI Soci ry, 1927) ;John T. Fo t r Jr. and arah Whioll r Fost r, Beechers, Starves, and 

Yankee trangers: 771£ Tramfonnatian of Florida (Gain sviIle, Fla. , 1999) ; Fletcher M. 
reen The Role of the Yankee in the Old outh (Athen , Ga. , 1972). 

7. . a hua oun ry , Florida, Marriage Re ord , 1 37-1 49, Book 1, 22 , Florida 
tate r hive, ainesvill e mi rofilm. 
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THE LEITER OF CORl [ BR WN ALDRI H 521 

band ' death in battle. Thr months later, th Aldrich 'hou 
burned to the ground.9 This incident no doubt trengtllen d Ed
ward' determination to leave Pensacola. In autumn of 1 4 ,Edward 
again mov d the family-this time to Mari tta. How v r, Edward r -
mained di ati fied with G orgia and de id d to r turn to Florida. 
Thu n April 11 1 49 Edward, Corinna Ellen and her childr n
Edward Willoughby ( ), COIinna Georgia (6) and Ellen Mannevil-
1 tt (4)-1 ft Mari tta for tl1eir new Key West hOln . On th way th 
group stopped at Charleston, Washington, D.C. and New York ity. 
In May, when th y finally arrived, the family al 0 indud d Virginia 
And rson, the younger sister of Ellen's late husband. 

When th family reach d Ke We t, tlle island city ontained ap
proximatel 2,5 00 people. The town was an important maritime, fi h
ing and wr cking center, and its docks and bu in ction bu tled 
with activity. Situated atop the Caribbean, th community njoy d ex
ten ive commercial r lation with th Bahama, uba and other En
gli h and panish "Vest Indian and South Am rican colonies. Much of 
the whit population of Key We t and oth r key: to the north was com
po d , at any given time, of cockn y fi herrnen (Conch ), who tur

tling and fishing expedition brought them to th.e Key from th 
Bahamas. These a onal trip , b ginning in the arly nineteentll c n
tury, v ntually led to p rmanent settlement. Key West population 
al 0 induded large numb r of soldiers, mariners, and newcomers to 
American shore, making it one of the most diver commul1ltles in 
th nation. According to the 1 50 Monroe County census, Key We t' 
r sidents hailed from almo t very state in th union and from such 
faraway place as Norway, France, Italy Pm ia, Gibraltar, Minor a, 
Sw d n, Corsica, Denmark, Holland, Portugal , Canada, and Au tria. IO 

Three ear after th Aldrich s arrived, a vi itor reported that th town 

Ell 0 probabl learned fir t f h r hu band' death in an a count of th Battl 
of C ntreras in the (P n 'a ola) Gazette, 11 eptemb r 1 47. For an ac ount of 
Jam ~, previous milita l · career aod his iovolvem ot in th M xican War 
Jam M. Denham and Kith L. Hune un, "With Scott in Mexi : L tt r 

aptain Jame W. nd r n in th tlexican War, 1 46-1 47," Military Hislory of 
the We t2 (spring 199 ): 19-4 . 

9. (P n a ola) Gazelle, 8 J an ual 1848. 
10. For neral information n I W t, e Walter Malone, A hetcl~ of the History of Kry 

WeI' t, Florida (1876; reprint, Caine ville, Fla. 196 );J ffe on B. Br wne, Key WeI't: Tllf' 
Old and the ew (1912; r print, Cain ville, Fla. , 1973);James M. D nham, '}1 Rogup' 
Paradise": Crim.e and Punishment i'n Antebellum F/fJrida, 1821-1861 (Tuscaloosa, Ala. , 
] 997),54-57; ant r Brown J r. , 0 ian Bingley Harl : Ff mida ~ Loyalist Rec onstruction Gov
ernor (Baton Roug , La., 1997) , 68-74; Dorothy Dodd "Th Wrecking BLlSine 's on 
tlleFlOI;daR f," FlmidaHisloricalQumterly22 (Apri11944) : 171-99. 
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FL RID . HI T RICAL Q ARTERLY 

Mann vi ll He Elihu Dearing Brown Corrina Brown Aldr ich 's bro th r, was an ani t
litho raph r. He painted bo th the p rtrait of orrina (on the cove r of thi is ue) 
and thi If-portr ait on ivory, 1 44. Courtesy of Mannivellelle ullivan and Jane and 
Raymond A. GiLL 
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THE LEITERS F CORINN BROWN ALDRICH 523 

boasted 650 house, tw nty- ix tor , t n warehouses, four church , 
a court hou , a jail, a cu toms house, a marin ho pital, and large mil
itary barra ks. Ju t off shore h found twenty- ven wrecking, coasting, 
and fi hing v I in a harbor that asily accomm dated ve sel need
ing twenty-tw fi et of draft. I I Within thi diver e culture, Corinna and 
Ellen expected to enjoy a cosmopolitan ociety with intellectual op
portumtJ rar ly availabl along the Florida frontier wh re th y had 
re id d pr vi u Iy. 

What follow ar ann tated tran criptions of Corinna Aldrich 's 
I tt r from Key W t to her brother Mannevillett Brown who, having 
complet d hi ext nd d "re idence in Italy and France' where h 
tudi d "art among the noble t gall ries of the world, ' had return d to 

Utica, N w York, to becom a ucc ful artist-lithographer. 12 The cor
r pond nce offers a rare glimpse of and de criptive details about th 
i land town from a woman 's p rspective. Corinna s per onal mu in 
al 0 offi r interesting observations about love and marriage, religion, 
human nature, and the constraints imposed on women in thi tim 
and pIa . They al 0 r fleet h r north rn education and upbringin , 
h r c1as , and her favored status as th wife of a r pected phy ician. 13 

Corinna Aldrich, Key West, Florida, to Mannevillette Brown, U rica, 
New York, 26 May 1849, Anderson-Brown Papers, United States 
Military Academy, West Point, New York. 

My Dear Brother, 

As we are nealing our de ired Haven-after th tediou 
passag of 15 days, I am re olved to drop you a lin , despite 
th rolling and tos ing of our barque! for I know y u will b 
very anxiou to hear of our afe arrival, and a th Samson i 

11. ''What I aw at Ke We t" (P nsa o la) Gazelle, Ma}' 1 52; (Tallaha 
entinel, 11 May 1 52. F r ther cont mp rary descriptio ns of K W t, s 

K arn ,ed. "Autobiograph of William Marvin ," 179-222; Thelma P ters, "Wi l
liam Ad e Whit head ' Remini c nee of K y W st ," Teque to, 25 (1 65): 3-42; 
R mbert Patrick ed . "William de Whitehea d ' De ' ription of Ke W t," 
Tequesta 12 (1952) : 61-74. 

12. ndated tica, ew York newspaper lipping in Mannevillette ulli an ' g n -
alogy mat I-ial in poss s ion of the editors; Rose mary Courtne , "M. E. D. 
Brown (18]0-1896): Am rican Lithographer and Paint r," American Art Joumal 
12 (autumn 19 0) : 66-77. 

] 3. Le tter appear in their original form un.le o therwi indicat d. T h dilors 
have r lain d th origi nal piling and punctuation wherever the manu ' ript i 
clear. dditio ns and changes ar noted in brack ts. AJ 0 , th ditor have add d 
paragraph break to in Ii a t di tinct hifts in th ught r ubj ct. 

7
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24 FL Rl HI T RJ L Q ARTERLY 

b und t pala hicola, and the steam r 1 abel mu t have aI-
r ad gon n h r wa if I do not improve thi chance, I ma 
not ha e anoth r b fore the 15th or 1 thJune when th 1 a
b L will again r turn-She make but two trip p r month.-I 
an gi un count of our futur hom , that i all in th 

di tanc , and to our vo ag -it ha b en without xcit-
ment or n lty t m -we had on tol rable blow, th fir t 
nia-ht w nard th Bahama Banks- v r memorable from 

ld olumbu landing, although dr ary and barren enough 
to look upon-Th next day, how v r w w re becalm d, and 
w ha had but light wind ince-which accounts for our 
long pa ag . At . baco Island-th n gro came off in b a 
brina-ing h 11 and fi h to offi r in 'change for bread ,. 
m at-and aLL you 'LL please to give em. Th y ar the mo t gr ed 
b -gars I r m t with-but certainl xcusable-for th ir 
land is but a h ap f and and rocks, and they poor and ig
n rant. On old gr bard, who i nominally the governor-

r a ort of dri er app inted b th bla k Prince ofNa sau t 
k P th I r darki in order- am out in a light bat, 
and intr du d him 1£ as His excell nc John D. Elli -Gov-
rnor of ba o. H pr ved the gr atest b ggar of them al1 , 

but ur captain ha a tru ailor h art, and gave to th m 
all , lib rall . Th Y wer not a fr in return as I e p cted
but h ld n to th ir fi h & h 11 for a price! I bought a 
pair of th latt r-ffiore in charity, than admiration, how v r 
a th w r not hoi e sp cim n . 14 

8
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THE LETI F CORl A BR WN ALDRJ H 

We have been beating about among th e reefs and I -
land for the la t ix or ven day. Thi afternoon we 
cro ed the Gulph tream. and to-morrow Morning, w 
hope to reach Key We t. At all e nts-if you receive, you 
may be ure we ar th reI I hall write you a long letter b 
the next mail, and hop then, My dear good Manne to giv 
you a favourabl a ount of our proc ding. Virginia and 
Ell n w re quit ick th first few days-and Edward and th 
children a littl o-but all are now well-and seem to enjoy 
the bright d ar atmo phere-especially at night. I beli ve 
no where on arth ar there such moonlight nights a in 
thi latitude- 0 dar-the breeze so soft and 0 refre hing
you laugh, but I t 11 you, My Dear Manne it i not th h at 
of a outh rn dim that i so very objectionabl -but th 
long long a on. This is what debilitate. If we had no 
mor warm weather than you hav at th North-no on 
would complain of the heat. Our nights ar always pleas
ant.-I ee the wind is breezing up now, and I must hurry 
through or my candles won't hold out while I drop a lin 
to Gorge. Th ria lantern in the cabin, but it onl 

rve to make darkn vi ibl 15-and the candle ar flow
ing in river down th id s. W hav had everal rain da 
that were 0 agr abl! It is not charmin to have a mall 
gale, a rough a-t rr nt of rain-all of con quenc con
fin d to the cabin-on half contin d to th ir berths & the 
other obliged to Ii down becaus they can' t tand up! 
Oh! th n how I wi h myself on hor ! Y; t w oon forget it, 
and in time get u ed to it, as w 11 a to the dreary monot
ony of a cabin. All th folk, save th Ii ttl on , ar on 
d k-but I hear them coming down. 

I mu t a go d night-God bles you my own D ar 
Manne-and r ward your deeds of love and kindn -I 
tru t Ed will do well-I ee no reason why he should not, 
and may we all oon m et again-I would not give up th 
ati fa tion of having een you, Dear, for any con id r

ation-but I do hop , when next I g abroad-I may not 
have to furni h a hou -have but 0 much to do it with and 

many hours to do it in.-Oh no-I n v r will put my elfin 

1 . J hn Milton ' Pam di e Lost, Book I, line 63. 

525 
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526 FLORlD HIST RICAL QUARTERLY 

ju t uch a fix-yet I would do it all , and twice a much-ifwe 
ould but be near r ach other-I tru t in God that tim 

may et come-H who rules our destiny know what i best 
for u -and I try to b ontent.-You mu t give my best, my 

r b t love to Mrs. [ arah] Walker and family. Tell her I 
d want to e her v ry much indeed, and that I hope th 
tim i not far off.-E. ay if Gov. gives him th surgeon's 
birth 16 he will let Elle & I-com on with Georg in the Fall, 
and join you in a trip to New England. Would it not be 
nic ?-I had orne pretty dre e made up to visit Utica, I 
tell Ell a I did not wear th m-I intend to reser e them un
til I go north again, if I com out, like the ladies ofLlangol
I n l 7 in th tyle of another centuryl-again good night, 
Dearest. Writ oon and dir ct to Key West Florida via 

harleston p r tamer Isab l. I shall write by her-deo vo
lente [God willing]-via Ell & Ed all send love & the chil
dr n kis e -Tell Mrs W. to write me. By & by if I live-I will 

nd her som fru it-it is not in ea on now-but oon will 
b -there I must top-

Ever your own de oted si ter, 
Corinna 

Corinna Aldrich, Key West, Florida, to Mannevillette Brown, Utica, 
New York, 8 June 1849, Anderson-Brown Papers, United States Mil
itary Academy, West Point, New York. 

16. 
17. 

Dear Brother, 

I wa v ry glad to receive your three kind letter by the 
la t mail. I am happy to learn al 0, that you reach d Utica 
in tim to e your good friends befor their departure. I 
hould think it wa a warm s a on to visit Europ , but I sup

po the xp ct to b absent a long tim . I wrote you by 
th ve I via Apalachicola on the day of our arrival, but b -
£ r we reach d the land, our voyage wa so long I thought 

u might feel anxiou about us although ther is little 
dang r from torms at this eason. We landed on Monda 
m rning the 28th and never wer poor souls more glad to 

fann, adj acent to Dr. Jame Hall s 

10
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THE LETTERS OF CORl A BROWN ALDRlCH 527 

find a haven-for we had been becalmed on th reefs, or 
among them, and were well nigh devoured by mo quito 
and and flies and alas! these same pe ts are the bane of 
Southern FIOlida. Were it not for them, thi land would be 
a paradi e. The climate is lovely- Th a breeze almost 
con tant-and last but not lea t, money plentjl. There was a 
wreck brough t in last week worth 140 thousand dollar -
and another this week. And there the wreckers-wharf own-

r -&c., aU get heavy salvage-be id s the good are old at 
auction, and great bargains oft n made. 

I began this yesterday, D ar t, but finding out the 
b at would not be here befor to-morrow, I deemed it best 
to d £ r until the last minute that the news may be a fre h 
as po ible-you may judge how th e confounded mo qui
toe bite by the way J writ . I hay to scratch between each 
word. All the consolation is they com only in spells. Thi 
month is said to be the worst & in winter they are not trou
blome-but sometimes I think they will kill me, out & 
out! Still I think this mu t be a delightful residence in win
ter. We have a very pretty home-and a large yard full of 
trees-cocoa nut full of fruit-almond - dates & tamarinds. 
Thi place i said to b the jewel of the island. Th rare 
many larger hous , but none so full of hrub & tree. 
The e are a gr at protection from the sun. 

Edward has just come in. He ha mounted a regular 
sombrero with a brim six inches wide. Virginia i writing at 
the am table-the children are running around u -& 
Ellen is writing in the parlour. She will drop you a line. I in
tend to write G org . Edward is writing to Wa hington-he 
i very de irou of obtaining the appointment of surgeon 
of the Hospital & r ally I think he ought to hav it. With it, 
he would oon get ahead here but without I do not think 
the practice would compensate him for the privation of liv
in - in such a mo quito hoI . I mean he could do a w 11 in 
many a pI asant r location-Pensacola or e en in New Or
I an . In fact, I tell him if he doe not pro ed-I would re
move there in the fall. W could do so with little expen 
and one located in New Orleans, he could not fail. ... One 
r a on why I like New Orlean i b cause I think it would 
be a fine place for you a well as Edward and for G org -
al o. All trades thrive there. 
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2 FL RJ 0 HI TORI Q ARTERLY 

hi plac ha r atl improv d in I wa her b
h r are many new & hand orne h ouses & war 
-al 0 Gov[ rnment] is building a larg fort and th 

Barracks ar mann d and variou improvements a well a 
a larO"e in reas in th population, but till it h n harm 
:f r m . We had a fin serenade Ia t night for oung pan
i rd arne round in the moonlight and regaled u for an 
h ur or o. 1 do think the hav th brightest mo nli ht 
h r f any place in the world, but th e mo quito , ala 
'th trail of th rp nt i over it all'" & in my last I wrote 
of vi itin N w England with you thi ummer, but I am 
afr id D ar it wi ll b too expen i ajaunt for u t think 
about unl Ed g th talisman fr m U ncl Sam. You 
Ell won t . with ut th ch ildr n. Th n we mu t tak a r

wou ld b more than doubl d 
m to go on m wn to e you but I 

a h er. Virginia & th Dr. ay th y wou ld 
tak 0 d car of th little on -and I h ave no d ubt th Y 
v ould b m r omfortable than in travelling-at 1 a t th 
t\ 0 li ttl on . But w hall . If m health h uld fai l 
me I h 11 be obligat d to go on t ward the Fall to re-
ruit. '9 I uld take a pa k t from h r to ew York & th 
' p ns w u ld not be much, en for h r & me .... 

I know I w uld lik right well to b with you a whil on 
an t rm . I do want to s y ur painting 0 much. Mann , 

u mu t ge t a wife! T hen we could pay ou a visit! . . .. I am 
lfi h in r ard to 01.1 and G or , but not 0 much 

but that I [do not] want to ee ou happy and I b Ii ve if 
u" r each happily marri d ou would be a great d al 

happi r. But be ur u mak a right choice. If I w r on l 
n old maid h w nic I ou & I could Ii e togeth f- h 
irl w brou h t ut ha so far pr d h r elfworthy. I don 't 

know what w should have don witho ut her. We have one 
n w woman 1 ft who doe our ooking and washing. 0 w 
0" t n er , II. W had a tim in putting th house to 
righ but it i nearl ettled now. to the cooking, that i . 
n t mu h. Th market is v ry poorfi 'h & turtl -turtle and 
fi h ar th ari ti Witl1 an oc a ional tak of tough b f. 

. homa Mo re, Lallah Roo kh. Pa ratiisp and lhp Peri , line 206 . 

. "R ru it" in Lhi e n e 111 ' an s to refre h o ne ' spirits or h alth o 
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THE LETTER F ORJ BROWN ALDRJ H 

No v g tabl and but little fruit. Tnde d p opl ought to 
mak money here and I expect they do. That i -th wreck-

r and merchants. The lawyers also do well, but how th 
Dr . far remain to be proved. Wer I alone, thou and 
would not tempt me to live through a umm r her . In win
t r no doubt ti pI asant enough. All tho who ar able 

nd their famili s away in the umm r. H w v r, th 
nights are cool and pleasant-ther i non of that alty, uf
fo ating weath r you feel at the north. It would b hard if 
th r w re not orne blessings wh r th r ar 0 many viI 
to ndure. Peopl say they get u d to th . mo quito. I 
hop I hall if I mu t live here. Now my arm & n ck ar ju t 
a raw a if I had b en blistered. But I won't grumble any 
more. I did not mean to do 0 for I cam v luntarily al
though I must say I did not know what I wa oming to n i
th r did Edward-for we had only b n h r in winter. And 
I an't bear to say anything to worry him-for I am ure if he 
c uld, he would bear all for u . I will try & b patient until 
w find out wh th r' ti be t to r main or again t. And on-
olation is-h i not 10 ing h r -and it will cost no more for 

u to go to Pen acola or New Orlean hereafter than if w 
had not stopt h r -a thi is the best ren t. I xpe t I hav 
tired you out dar; but I had t blowout. 

When I writ you again, I will try and giv you orne 
id a of the town or whatever it i called . It contains thre 
thou and inhabitan -all quatted tog tiler on th ulph 
hr. W w nt up in one of th ob rvat ri or lookou ts 

wh re the wrecker go to play their gam&-and we had a fin 
vi w f th villag . It is abou t as larg a t. Augu tin and 
built after tile arne style-narrow str -& low hou 
More of this h r aft r. I mu t close d ar or I hall be at n 
up alive . I hop in th n xt mail th r will b a [renewal] 
of thi crop at least. Ellen & E are b th writing you. ~ u 
have to take all at n ,as th re are but two mails a month. 
You mu t writ Dear- 0 as to hav ur letter r ach 

harle ton on the 14th and 30 of ach month. The boat 
leave ther on th fir t and 1 th of ea h month. You mu t 
gi m lov to Mrs. Walker .... 'It 11 her I will nd her a 
barr I of Cocoa nu by & by. Our tr e are fu ll . The look 
v ry pr tty and of all izes on the sam tr fr m the blo -

m to full arown fruit, although not y trip . It i aver 

52 
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O"rac ful tr , I wi h I could draw that I might giv you 
more idea of our plac . I will try a soon as the mosquitos 
die off a littl . I rna be able to give you a hint. You an fill 
up tl1e pictur . 

God bl 
orinn 

ou dear Manne all end love ever your 

Corinna Aldrich, Key West, Florida, to Mannevillette Brown, Utica, 
New York, 21 June 1849, Anderson-Brown Papers, United States 
Military Academy, West Point, New York. 

Wi ent you a whole budget of letter the last mail, M 
d ar and be t of broth r but as we hav only two chan 
p r month , I doubt not you will be glad to hear from us 
again. I wa disappoint d not to get an letters by this mail, 

-t I ou ht not to hav b n-for no on could know wh tl1 r 
w w r her or not. Wi hall probably get plen ty next time
and that will not b long-at least as 0 far the time has p ed 
quickJ . There is no antidote for di cont nt or ennui lik oc
cupation-that I learned long a o-and c n quentl · k ep 
m elf alwa bu y. Ind ed w have had pI nty to do since w 
am . To t a house to rights-at best is no trifling matter

but when it' mall and inconv nient, the difficulty is great. 
Wi ha e the con olation, how ver, of having what is called 
th prettiest plac n the island, and really when I look upon 
it in th moon light particularly I am quite charmed. 

Th foliage of th ocoa nut i , as a lady remarked the 
th r da , ' so very oriental." There is a good deal of shrub

b r about the yard , and every thing grows o luxuriantly
The h bi u , the 01 ander, the jasmine, the popinac or 
a acia, th plantain almond, fig, lime, & tc. The fl ower 
on many of thes ar gorgeou -and tand up lik quaint 
no egays. Whil th e dark gr en leav of the almond & 
lim contra t magnificently-I ould describ a charming 
pIa , ind d-and not xceed the truth-yet to look upon, 
it i not rally o. If it were not fo r the dr ad of the hurri-

n , I th ink th y would mak a beautiful place-but they 
ar wholl discourag d since the torm of 46-that de
tro ed all the gardens-indeed it laid wa t the city-blew 

d wn house -uprooted tre -and made havoc every 
wh r -But the house w live in with tood the gale, and I 
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dont think it probable we shall ver hay uch anoth r. 20 
Edward is doing v ry w 11 in his practic and m to b 
gaining popularity every day. He books on an averag t n 
d lIar p r day, and yet there is not much sickn . E ry 
b d seems to fear the cholera, but I no au [, r 
alarm. The air is so pure & th wind w p ov r the whol 
i land] t it com whence it may. 

We have become acquainted with v ral v ry pI a ant 
familie -and altogether there i far mor civilization and 
r finement than I had any idea of m ting. In a [, w year, 
if n misfortune should happen to r tard th pro p ri ty of 
the place-I think Ke West, will tand a fair competition 
f, r r finement and intelligenc with any f our older 
outh rn towns. Most persons her t rich, and a th ir 

tr a ures increa , they inc1in to comforts and refin -
m nt. They build house -plant gard n ,and nd th ir 
hildren away to be ducated. Th re ar thr e or four 

young ladies here now who have but rec ntly returned 
fr m New England boarding chool -Moreover you can 
t II directly you th m-you kn w they wer not 
, brought up" in th parts! we hav an arti t a Mi OuIia] 
Wall- he ha v ral paintings in oil of her own execution
I am not judg n ugh to decide on their merits-but I 
should not d m th m v ry fine. However, I could not d 
as well. She is not pretty but a good natur d fat laughing 
girl, full of fun & fr lic. Her Pa has th big est hous -& i 
ab ut th richest man-and she run about & amu her-
elf-leading, I doubt not, a very m rry lit d spite her hav

ing b en v n y ar at the north. 21 Ther are two y ung 

531 

20. The hurricane that truck Ke We t on Octob r 11 , 1846 was on of th mo t 
d va tating to hit Florida in the nineteenth century. ver fift p r ons p ri h d 
and almost very ph sical tru ture on the island wa sw pt awa . For d e rip
ti n [th torm, Ja Barn Florida's Hurricane History ( hap I Hill , .. , 
199 ) , 59-60; Brown, as ian Bingley Hart, 68-69 . 

21.Julia Wall , age 17, resided at aron Frier on' r id n ; Population n u 
1 50, Monroe ounty, Fla. H r father, William H. Wall , wa not r corded by th 
e n u tak r. rinna ' j L ugust 1 49 letter m nuon that h had gon t 
uba. William Marvin n ted Lhat Wall "had b -en baptized in the hur h of 

England but educated and brought up among Roman ath Ii 
K am , d., AUlobiograph of WiLLiam ManJin, 202. 
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ladi her. Th Mi Lanca ter-( their fath r is judge of 
th upr me Court) who amuse m not a little.22 One is 
rath r pa e-th young r is v r sentim ntal. I talk to her, 
or rath r wind h r up & t her going,just to h ar her un
wind-la t ev ning he p nt the even ing with u , and it was 
too funny to hear her d cant on the beautie of the night. 
Although he is not far wrong there, for I do think we have 
th lov lie t moonlight nights here I ever saw-you think I 
am n t taking much troubl in my penman hip. The truth 
i Dear, I have had so many things to prevent m writing 
until to day that I am now obliged to hurry to get through. 
I ha e scribbled Georg a few lines-and want to write one 
1 tt r on business and on for Jane the girl we brought 
from NY En passant, mon cher frere [By the way, my dear 
broth r] , h proves quite a treasure in her way. I like her 
ery mu h-but we have the meanest ample of a negro for 

a cook & I am much afraid she will spoil her. I try hard to 
keep th 111 apart but it seem impossible. Kindred spirits 
wi ll draw t g th r-where both are ignorant-'ti a difficult 
thinO" to st r among them-I find it so-1 want Edward to 

11 the old imp and either hir , or try anoth r, for ' tis lik 
a ticket in a lott ry to buy a negro-sometim you get a 
priz . But 1 try to b atisfi d-and let all thing take th ir 

ur . 
One comfort w have is a delightful climat -the 

br z h re are charming-so cool & refre hing. The 
1110 qu tos are not half so bad as r pre ented. They onl 
la t a few da -the first fr sh breeze sends th m all off. I 
th ught when we first arrived, (it happened to b during 
an attack of the varmints) 1 thought they would eat u alive
without pepp r or alt-ind ed we were almost mad with 
th m and p opl told u , by way of a marvel, that th y 

22. Eli za, a 27, and Laura ag 22, lived with th if par n Jo eph B. and Annie 
Blair Lan aste r. H \. a one of Florida's leading Whig politi ian , J'Ving in th 
lebisla ti ounciI , as an AJachua ounty Judge, a port collector inJa ksonville, 
a ma r of J ack onvill , as Speaker of th State HOLl e, and a a judge of th e 

uth rn Judi ial Cir uit; P pulation census, 1850, Monro County Fla.; Man
I , Brown, and Ris The upreme Court of }10rida, 12 -31; Brown, 0 ian Bingley 
Hart, 73-74, 4, 92; J ames M. Denham and Cante r Brown Jr., Cmcker Time and 
Pioneer L ive: lhe Florida Reminiscences of Ge01ge Gillett Keen and Sarah Pamela Will
iams ( lumhia, . ., 2000), 150-51; John B. Phelp , People of Lawmaking in Flor-
ida 1 22-199 (Ta\laha Fla., 1993). 
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THE LEITER OF CORl BR WN ALDRl H 

hadn't begun to come. It was all moonshin , however, 
far th y have gone and have not returned-only occa ion
aUy, but not wor than elsewhere at thi time of the y ar. By 
th wa -I see the chol ra i in N.Y are th peopl alarm d? 
1£ 1 as if I wanted to fly when I think of ickn -If it wer 
n t for my implicit tru t in God-and b Ii f that H ov r 
rul all d stiny, I hould be tempt d to tart off to day-& 
try what I could do-I wi h I wore pantaloon .... 

But 'tis time enough to talk of th matt r -We all 
k ep well-The ch ildr n often talk of you & name th ir 
doll for you-Last evening young Mr [William B.] Lan
caster came in & they thought it wa you-it wa quite a di -
appoin tment. Dr. is in his room that h ha appropriated 
mixing m dicin -Ell ha left off writing bing tired out & i 
rocking sis-Vill tte is flying round. Virginia i dre ing-Th 
sun is about going down-and as the twilight h re is ver 
btief-I must [ tal] away-I could chat with you all night
Dear-and never grow weary-but you might so farewell
writ often- give my lov to Mr . Walker and the young la
dies-I hop th ring arne safely-God ble ·s you Darling 

5 

Ev r trul & affectionatel our 
Corrina 

Corinna Aldrich, Key West, Florida, to Mannevillette Brown, Utica, 
New York, 8 July 1849, Anderson-Brown Papers, United States Mil
itary Academy, West Point, New York. 

Mon cher fr r . I d £ rred writing our 1 tter until to da 
in ord r that you might have the lat t po ibl n w . I b Ii v 
Ell has thereb for ·talled me in t lling you all there i . One 
thing would amus you-he re it is-the funny kind of fu and 
rumpu a wreck of dry goods kno k up h r among all 
classes. For my part I wond r how th merchants make a liv
ing. I uppo e, however, they buy in quantitie and lay by until 
th novelty is ov r. Mo t p r on too ar improvid nt. There 
was a good deal ofwi dom, in old Jake Sheaf advice to giv 
th poor a Ii ttl at a time & often. He said if th Y had a ch t 
of tea they would put a pound in th pot and it i omewhat 
th ca e with all of us. W hate to use the economy with a 
mall quantity that we do when pinch d a litt! in weight or 

measure-n'e t pa ? [i n 't it o?] My french i w ak .. . . 
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dward] i till trying to get th appointment of sur
g on at the H pital & indeed h ought to have it. Th 
man who is urg on at this time i ab nt & ha been in 
b for w cam -& th on who is surg on pro tern is also 
1 rk of th court and moreover is one who once held th 
ffi , under Van Burin I believe, and wa turned out ... 

H bing at that tim al 0 deputy collector, it seems h e i a 
mon poli t. He approv d his own acc unts and th reby 
got e nteen hundr d dollars for medicin at the Hospi-
tal £ r one ear. urn ufficient, the Dr. ay to defer th 
exp n for a maj rHo pital, but thi i not all. This man 
Pinkn i a loco foc and clerk of the urt. I don't 
how on man can h ld two offices which call for such op
po it abilitie .... 

G org , I susp ct i getting rich, and my dear Manne, 
I think y ur chance is fair too. I am right glad you are doing 
ow II but if we liv out th winter, I want you to com out 

and go to Savanna with u . YOLI could g t 2 or 3 hundr d 
for a portrait there-h r ven. A daub r came last wint r 
& h had 100 for h is productions. I wi h you could e 
th lTl. Ev ry ne, ou know, likes a pr tty pi ture [and] will 
pa ' for it, wheth r they ar judge of th execution or not . 
. . . Ell i ju t com in from hurch. Do ou know had 
Adam of Portsmouth notori ty, i our pastor? She is abus
ing m , becau my dress i soiled. The fact i I have to 
'i ar white m st of the time & a I often go to my pantry
to tir up cake & pa tr . I am apt to g t a 1ick. Last ning 
I, nt into th kit hen to call th cook to take out break
fa t and Jan and I killed two big orpions. Th ir bite, 
howe r, i mi repre ented . It is b no m an so poi onou 

man b Ii e, not mor 0 than a wasp or a be! till 
th y ar 0 ugly, w can't but deplor them .... I never aw 
on half a large b for -and these I am told ar small. 

To turn to a more int r ting if not mor agreeable 
th m , I must reply to your hints r p cting your lov 
farc -for I an give it no b tter name. If y u told m a11 
an trul of th matter-beli ve me dear-there i no harm 
d n . I ha e this mail written Georg a long chapter on 
the subj t of matrimon -and I will venture, m dear, as I 
ha had peri nc , to repeat om of my ag ad i to 
ou. I don 't know, h p opl hould j t and make Ii ht of 
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THE LE TERS OF CORl BROWN ALDRl H 

th matter, th most important vent, not only to the par
tie concerned , but ultimately, I r peat, the mo t impor
tant vent of our mortal life-to th whol human race. 
Reflect my dear, how all important to you , your friend, to 
your children, is a happy marriag . And what a purgatory 
an ill matched pair create. Verily a ru t of bread where 
10 e is, is better than all the gold of California if it shine 
only upon hearts at variance. I b lieve in the most refined, 
th most exalted love-in the per£ ct mirror of thoughts, 
fe ling and sympathies. In an attachment where no or
did notions of wealth or avaric dar intrude-and thi i 
th nly kind worth the eeking. Moreover, my good 
Brother, love to be lasting rnu t b ba ed upon intimate 
knowl dge of a character w e teern. Love the re ult of 
fancy, on ly intoxicates, and wars off with the excitem nt 
which produced it. But ther i a kind of slower & mor 
lasting growth , and th only kind worth having. Pond r 
weIl on what I ay & nev r believe yourself won in a day. 
Nothing would pI a m more than to see both you and 
George happily married and urely no regr could be 
more poignant than to know the rever were th case. As 
I aid befor , however, I don 't think you are badly 
wounded. I know too well the s rnptorns. H je ts at scars, 
who n v r felt a wound. 23 Are you tired of what I say? n 'im
porte [no matter J, My pray r i that you may on day be 
able to ay- as much happiness a mortal are permitted to 

njoy is mine, for my wife i "all my fancy painted her," and 
like goodwine improve by age .... Good-bye d ar yr 

C. 

535 

Corinna Aldrich, Key West, Florida, to Mannevillette Brown, U rica, 
New York, 21 July 1849, Anderson-Brown Papers, United States 
Military Academy, West Point, New York. 

My Dear Mann : 

[TJh teamboat ceases to run until the fir t of Octo
b r or aft r what are thought th hurrican months. The 
mail wi ll at interim be carri d by sail vessel. It i a gr a t 

23. William hake peare's Romeo and juliet A t II, scene 2, line 1. 
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di appointment to u outland r thus to be cut off from 
ur only chanc of regular int rcour with the world! W 

ar in hop t t a peep now and th n, however as we 
bound to hay a mail twic a m nth, omeh w. It is said 

have t'i o fin els ngag d. tiU, if you hould not 
r i urn nts so fr m JuI , th reaft r-you will 
kn w to what au t attribut it. ... 

Wh n wfir tame h r -th mosquitoes were 0 in
tol rabI and bein told they would increas rath r than 
dimini h , Ell & I rIved on flight at any hazard. But that 

viI i r m di d. Ti true, we ar till amazed by th var-
min but th 0 intolerabl a th 
w r . Ind avenl climate. I nev r 
was in a plac wh r th cool br z were 0 con tant a 
h r -or r fr hing-but that i all we get now of the lux
uri of li£ -no frui . In fact, th r i no market-a bit of 
good b f i a rarity-although w hav such granddaddy 
turtl - Th would pa s for b f in haunch tak .... 

W a tuaU f eed on watermelon. Th yar the onl fruit 
v pt W t India production and mo t p r ons 

at th m. I hay a gla f ice water b my id 
quit r fr hing. What a bl ing it i -I don t 

know how th i ted without it in th olden time -Th 
di r r for pre rvin it h uld b knighted. You , I 
ha tak n y u at our word-that the 1 tt r would not be 

I ng. Ind d I did not know until ju t now that I had 
, ritt n much which pro e thal it intere t me and ou 
ar bound to be intere ted. lint nd d ar t make th mo t of 

u b for ou ' t that little wif~b au I know I cannot 
hold th am pl . th n a now! Don 't hake your had, 
it must b , and I shall b ontent-b au e I only d ir 
to ou happ & b loved. I wi h you could fe 1 the nic 
br ez w ar njoying. As I sit at my bedroom window I 

k out through the 0 onut tr s on the wide gulph & 
wat h th br z a it ripple ' r and wond r that any
thin ' 0 aIm & lov I an be toss d into uch a t mp t as 
n ad to 0 rwh 1m u . 

B the wa , i Mr. Walk r fond of flower ? I ould end 
h r om . I will enclos you asp ciman of a kind ofJe a
mine th pani hJessamin ti call d & grow her Iu u
riantIy. h p dum i delightful & very trong. If h lik 

20

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 79 [2000], No. 4, Art. 6

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol79/iss4/6



THE LETTERS OF CORl A BROWN ALDRI H 537 

to cultivate anything of the kind, let me know & I wi ll cut 
some lip for h er & also get h r som seeds. I intend to 

send her & you a lot of coconuts by & by-some are nearly 
r ipe, others will not be until wint r. T hey are all ize on 
the tr s from the blossom to th full grown fruit. We hav 
tamarinds and dates just starting forth. This place we live 
on might be made very delightful. When the doctor g ts 
the Hospital I in tend to lay by enough to buy it-if w liv 
long nough. However, I don't much care . 'Tis no u to 
try and count on the futu re. I t r ts with One who ov r 
all our plans. Ell & I are resolved to learn the Spani h lan
guag & it bing one present amusement, I mention it, al
though the end thereof i far off I reckon .. . . I hav no 
news to add but our united love we heartily end. Take 
good care of your dear self and believe me your grat ful 
and affectionate sister. P.S. I have lost the jessamin I will 
pre another. I end a tamarind. 

Corinna Aldrich, Key West, Florida, to Mannevillette Brown, Utica, 
New York, 11 August 1849, Anderson-Brown Papers, United States 
Military Academy, West Point, New York. 

My Dear Mann : 

A boat having touch d in here from New Od an -My 
Dear Mann ,and bound to New York-I cannot let slip th 
opp[ortunit] y to drop you a line . She leave again in the 
morning, 0 I have only time to say how d'y do?-If she wer 
to r main a few days-I sh ould b t mpted to put my elf on 
board in tead of a lett r-for I fee l greatly like taking a trip 
but am not ready. Nevertheless, I m an to come by and 
by!-I want to se you, and Mr . Walker, and also to show 
you I can behave pretty-and above all , I want to bring ou 
back with m ! I think a visit here would benefit you in 
many ways-If you could only see the portraits one 
Ms. Uulia] Wall daubed here last winter-and th n went 
over to Cuba, and did likewise- carrying off no small quan
tity of doubloons! .... We all continue in good health. In
d d I do think thi i one of the most healthy places in the 
world-and y t they contrive to keep the Dr pretty bus -h 
ha 3 or 4 patients to vi it very day-notwithstanding we 
hav neither yellow £ ver or cholera . . . . 
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FL RID HI TORI Q RTERLY 

W ha a rumour b a boat from Tampa Ba -that the 
Indian hay a ain tak n to arm and ar murdering-plun-
d rin ttinfir a ofyore-thi, if true , will b a pretty 

u in f r Unc1 am ina much a , th war was thought 
nd dIng ago-b poor old G n [William J nkinsJ 

Worth! F r me, I alwa thought it would b their joking
h hav on1 · bid d th ir tim ! W know for certain, that 

a party f Indian att k d a settl m nt about 3 w ek 
in at Indian K -about 1 0 mil s abov this, n the 

FI rida cat, and kill d v ral per on -routed th bal
an and burn d the hou s.-last we k, the ran off 18 
famili on P a cr ek abov Tampa about 30 mil -kill d 
th Indian ag nt and fir d th stor . 24 Thi was th very 
wa th war b gan befor I wa told. Thank Heav n-w are 
quit a£ h r a if in N w York. You have no id a My 
d ar Broth r f the horrib1 uspen of lying down at 
night-with th pr bability f bing rout d out f b d b -
£ I a b an Indian war whoop!-It s m to me-for y ar 
J n r I pt with ut on pen!-I would awak at the 
tr ad fa pid r-and jump at the sound of a cri ket! u
p ting a de oy in very sound.-I shall n ver forg t th 
fir t ni ht I lept in orgia-out of the r a h of avage af
t r havin pa ed thr e years in thi tate. It wa lik being 
in Paradi -and y t th r wa no r al dang r-I know it 
now but th n I did nt-and wh n I aw they et fire to a 
hou n t a quart r f a mile fr m our , & hard them 

U-I don't think it wa cowardice to dread their oming 
10 r! I £ 1 son for the poor ettlers about the wild of 

Fl rida. Th will all b broken up, and the pov rty and 
di tr on qu nt upon th moves i nly econd t b -
in scalp d.-I sa again Thank G d we ar out of harm's 
w . Thi i 1 nd i 160 mil from th main land-They will 
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TH LE ER F CORl BROWN ALDRJ H 

s arcely venture that far by wat r-and if th y hould I 
think we could wamp th m ere they land d.-

The children are fI ing round with th ir doll. They 
hay all the fami ly! But my dear Manne-th ar 0 full of 
boil -in fact, all the children in town ar o- 'ti aid-it pr -

nts their h a ing £ v rs- 0 I suppo ' ti the I er evi I
but it make th m I ok bad-Ell & I ar digging awa at th 
pani h Ian uag -I xpect Ell will ac omplish it-as she i 

lik she was of oId-I t ev ry thing I ego, & drive at th 
main tay-wh r a I 0 many oth r nail to hit on th 
h ad-I fear I hall n v r get throu h-however I pI d 
al ng. The weath r i tr mendous about thi time. How i 
it with you? Ind d ' ti too hot to do an thing-and I do 
£ I 0 good for nothing-I think om tim I wiIllie d wn 
and let very thing go-then I arou m If and so the tim 
go by-I could not believe it wa 0 lat a the 10th Au -
when I began to write.-One might up pose the tim 
pa ed merril .... 

5 9 

Your d ot d iter Corinna 

PS. W ha ju t heard by a ve 1 from NY th v xa
tiou inteIlig n that a noted quack - ne Dr. Jone 25- who 
was hired t quit thi plac -ha b n appointed Ho pital 
Surgeon-But a h is v ry unpopular-and no kind fa phy-
ician it i hoped hi appointment will not b confirmed by 

the senate. • dward a - Dear Mann -that he int nd to get 
certificat of thi £ llow' incompetency, and a p tition for hi 
r moval-and end th m on to W hington-& try & g t th 
appointm nt t. Is it not too bad-that political hould 
ha th pow r to put u h a man in su h a tation. I pity th 
poor fellow he ma ha e to close. I would not let him ph i 
a cat for m -E will g t all the privat practice-how v r indif
Ii r nt Uncle am ma be to hi patien -E will write you b 
the mail-but m an tim -Dear-if y u ha any opportunity 
to favour E' cour e-I would b glad. We have th loop f 
war Germantownju t arriv d-no new. Th p ople peak of 
p titionin on r for E to ha th Ho pita!. 

25. native of Virginia, . F. Jon s first cam to FI rid a in 1840, pra ti d m di-
in in t. ugustine unLiI 1 44, th n mo ed to K We t. 'vVhi1e th e re h 

b came active in th 1848 pre id ntia l am paign of Zachary Ta lor. H e e r ed 
unLill 54. e Hammond The MedicalProJe ion in 19th enlury Flo'rida, 322-23. 
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Corinna Aldrich, Key West, Florida, to Mannevillette Brown in 
Utica, New York, 3 September 1849, Anderson-Brown Papers, 
United States Military Academy, West Point, New York. 

I tru t D ar Mann , ther wa no seriou cause for our 
nth alin . from ou the la t mail: but reall it was too bad, 
t look ut for thr w ks as anxiou I as I did for th mail , 
and th n not get a ino-Ie 1 tt r: neith r from ou or 

or ! t fir t I fear d you w r ill but after reflectin 
h w lono- th mail had be n coming, I thought it probabl 

u had not written in time and 0 look forward to the n xt 
bat, whi h i dail xp ct d. lint nd to write Mrs. Walk r 
t da. I had hoped to have left h r , re now for your good 
ity but ir um tan e alter ca . E not getting the ho pi

tal made m think I ought not to go now-and the cholera 
th t it w b t not to until cold w ather-and moreover a 
it i to £ I th cold w ather in part, that I undertake th 
journ , I think I hall d £ r my vi it until Nov mber. I 
b th pap r ou hav warmer weather than we do-but n t 

mu h of it-and we have no cholera, yellow fev r, or any 
th r dreadful di as ind ed Dear Manne this i a fine cli

h onl trouble i , it debilitat me, but I am in 
h p E will get on so I can take a trip off once in a year or 
o- and that will invigorate m again .... 

Ell i ver bu y making loth s for th little folk - he 
a h will writ y u. As for m , I hav been r palnn 

dama in m gentle man 's wardrobe the pa t thre w k
for th fir t tim in m y lit . H nev r would I t m w for 
him but nec it know no law-and as it i next to impo -
ibI to wing wIldon , and a th irl w brought 
ut with u , pro ed to be a go d ew r-he con ent d for u 

t tr & lik man an th r onc b gun h ha k pt us at it
I t w k I ut him a black ack coat and it fits fir t rate : 
al 0 a p ir of white pants. Do you remember th brown 

t I mad £ r ou? in days lang yne ..... 
I t 11 ou Manne 'ti getting warmish hr. How i th 

w a th r with ou? & how i th cholera? We ha no pi
t. Ind d it is v r healthy-alth ugh th 

Dr. find om tl1ing to do. He averag about 6 r 7 doll . 
p r da good and me time more-in fact he book more
- ut ' ti not all sure pay. But hi av rag pra tice is bett r 
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THE LEITERS OF OR! BROWN ALDR! H 

her than it has ever b n when out of Gov. mploy
mon y i plen ty-and gold & ilver the circulation m -
dium-you never 'ee old ragged bill, or any thing of th 
ort. At Marietta & in fact all through G orgia very thing 

i note and credit, and precious littl e pay at that, but h r 
every man handles hi doubloons! I want you to come, and 
tak a £ w-I think you would enjoy a wint r out here.' i 
thought there will b a great many trang r here thi win
ter and I do think it th b t climate by far for invalid I 
ever was in-the temp rature of the atmo ph re is so equal 
and dry, far more 0 than U pp r Florida or We t .... 

P.S. I forgot to tell you Ell & I were studying Spani h & 
w get on famously. Last week w had to mak a call at a 
house wh r not one could peak English. We made out 
quite a chat. They seem d to und r tand all w said-aft r 
a few we k more study-we intend to go to see them t 
practicEr'Tis g tting dark 

541 

Good night and God bl you 
Deare t 

Ever yrs C. 

Corinna Aldrich, Key West, Florida, to Mannevillette Brown in 
Utica, New York, 23 October 1849, Anderson-Brown Papers, 
United States Military Academy, West Point, New York. 

To our urpri e & almost di may dear Brother, we I arn 
the mail will close at six 0' lock tonight inst ad of the da 
after tomorrow her u ual time. Thi happens in con -
qu nce of the teamer's being obliged in th int rval of 
time to her n xt trip, to go to New York for orne repairs to 
h r machinery! What a nice chanc it would be for m to go 
on if I wer r ady. That is an obj ction I could a ily mi s 
out, however, if she did not charge so exorbitantly 50 dol
lar or 55 I don't know which . 'Ti true, this is no more than 
th regular pa age by teamer via harleston- 0 from h r 
to C. & 25 th nce to N.Y but I can take passag in a fin 
pack t, one of tho which run to N w Or} ans frequ ntly 
touch in h r for one half or Ie than half-the only dif£ r
en e to m will be in tim ,and as I am on no v ry important 

rrand, the delay of a few days will make no material dif£ r
ence. Many per ons think it mor afe to go by teamer, but 
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FLORJ HI TORlCAL Q ART RLY 

a t that I pIa m tru t in a high r power than an el
m nt of arth . od will prot t me and carry m a£ ly in 
a pa k t a a tamer. I know if I had my choice, unbia ed by 

p n I mi ht choos th 1 abe~ a he i afin boat & I 
know h r Capt in & till I would rath r corne on a packet or 
n t at all r in an wa to in ur such uda ' . I £ I I ought 
not to indul . Edward pra ti e h r will do no more than 
k p th pot boilin unless it hould va dy increas thi win
t r. It m , as oft n in alid r ort h r & probabl will thi 

a on in pre£ renc to going to Florida whil the mainland 
i har d b marauding Indians. 

Do ou h ar an thing of the war! Wh ther it i a war, 
r not. W ar a it were, out of th land of truth. u h 

o-arbl d r p r ar brought a non can digest or redit. 
Th la t wa that Bill Bowl g (wh , n passant, i .. . 
n arl tr ight in hi pede tal !) wa to ha e a talk, which 
mans a p h mad up b nele Sam & put in hi 
m Ud1 b an int rpr t r but an how he wa to m t Gen. 
[Da id] T,· ig[ ] , and a wh th r h would fight or run 
awa . I b Ii th y will play at beau peep with our pe pI 
until th are 11 e terminated. W h ar al 0 that Wild at 
who went t r b Go. to pr vail on his brethr n to re
turn with him t the far west, pa ed through Alabama 
ince , all paint d, plumed and arm d for war. 26 He i a 
unning Indian and I am surprised that aft r all hi perfidy 

h hould again b trusted in matt r of 0 vital moment. 
Thi conc rn not u how \ r, 'fight d g fight b ar m 
doo" nt th r "-1 forgot G org , but 1 don't bell v h 
, ill b wir nough to put him elf in th ir wa ... . 

ow 1 think of it, I will put ou up a barr I of coco nuts 
fr h fr m th tre ! I will dir ct th m to th ar of Mr . 
Walk r. 1 wi h ou h dent an addre s but I will try & ha e 
th m r a h u. The will be in NY in 5 da from thi ! I 

nd th m in th hull or out r sh ell a ' ti said th keep 
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THE LETTERS OF ORJ N BRO'" ALDRl H 543 

better. You mu t not at too many f them at a tim . Th 
milk won 't hurt you, th make nice pies & pudding. You 
mu t pr nt Mrs. W. with a dozen from m & t 11 her if I 
wer ur h would g t th m I would send h r a barr l. 
When I com on I will bring th flower se d . Th r ar 
gr at vari ti s of cactu . ... I can leave hom b tter wh n 
Ell & Virginia are her . I hould not be willin to leav Ed
ward all alone, for any tim . 

I heard from Georg la t mail , he had b n to Chari -
ton & ha t n d hi return as the bilous & y 110w fever pr -
vail d th reo I reckon i making money! & I am glad of it. 
I want to you & him independent. Poor Ed will nev r do 
mor than make a living h re unles he g that Ho pital & 
that 1£ ar h i not politician enou -h to obtain. But p liti al 
& influ ntial fri nd may do it for him. You ha enid a 
dar, f the rancorou feeling th bitt r nvy, jealou and 
all unkindne s whi h influenc th offic k rand 
hold r . Th Y would t ar each oth r' eye out to rob an
oth r of hi offi ,or to turn out or put in on of th ir party. 
I am disgu t d with them. Let th m crambl n , ' ti a r gu
lar scrambl bu iness & I do n t d ire to see my hu band in 
th me . Ifh an by fair & op n mans obtain the appoint
m nt. I hop he may succe d-but on no oth r t rm do I 
want it & I b lieve He who p rmits evil & puni hes it and 
ble s those who trust in Him, will ord r all thing right. ... 

Ev r our.... ite r 
orrina. 

Corinna Aldrich, Key West, Florida, to Mannevillette Brown in 
Utica, New York, 17 April 1850, Anderson-Brown Papers, United 
States Military Academy, West Point, New York. 

D ar Mann 27 

Your le tt r to Ell n as he is gon I took the lib rty of 
r ading. I uppose re thi , you ar in rec ipt of our la t 
do urn nts which explain the cause of her ab nee . W ar 

27. orinna \> rote thi I tter aIt r a vi it of s v ral month to ew York it , from 
which he re turn d in March of 1 50. h a nd Ell n then d id d to m v to 

l. Mar , Ga. , while Edward p lanned to move to alifornia and . nd for 
o l-inn a aft r h had estab lished hi m di a l pm tice. 
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uniu detain d h re, and pr babl will b , a few da 
I ng r b ontrary winds. We are daily exp cting a pack t 
the Was asea (I think that i th name) bound to NY W 
ha Id out bag and baggage (almost) and ar now at 
board in th most recherche [ xquisit ] Hot I of th Island. 
M room i exqui it having on window with two panes 

ut, and ix pains in. white bottom curtain, an apol gy 
for on hang alon . draped in th middl b a bi t of af 
in lieu f fan cord .... A ort of desk that onc wa fin 
but now u urp db · rats & roa h con titutes our wa h-
tand with an odd bowl & Ewer -an old fa hion card tabl 

th .t tr mbl on i pindl I g , lik som tim worn t-
I an of ighty- e t telling of porcin wrath and piney in its 

bi f till adh ring neering while its double leaf assur 
u , that our anc tors al 0 kn w th hazard of a lie! An un

n floor all tained with grease & "backing," an old chair 
that mu t hav b n upon the reef judging from its pi bald 
a pt and an old harth, or hor rug that al 0 has sm It 
alt, at r ser as a carpet. The wall are plank d, if not 

panel d· whil th wasp and pider have tape tried th m 
& tr Hi d th raft r ! I hav long thought a good hot 1 
would d a reat bu in h re & am now convinc d of th 
fa t-w r it not for pride I would start one, it would be as 

ood a alifornia. Though I hould ha to get Edward 
ut of [th ] wa . Hays th la t employm nt he would un

d rtak would be to take board r ! Our present lodgings 
[, nn a trong ontra t ven to the home w have ju t d -

rt d-and that i the crack resid nc of the I land. W 
ha a dagu rreotyp of it. I will how it to ou om tim . 
D ou think u will be able to come to e u while in 
NY? I can t a wh n w will be th r , how ver, all thin 
n w, ar again t u . We look out ev ry day for a pack t and 
tru t th r rna be on thi week. We have been ready 11. w 
[, r t n da . I did not think, when Ell n 1ft, th n xt trip 

f th I ab I w uld find us h ere. Yet it is so, he is in tonight 
from a annah. My n xt I think will b dated from N w 
Y; rk but ou rnu t not b [alarm d] if you do not h ar 
fr m u a oon a you xpect. W may be kept here a fort
ni ht t & may ha long pas age al 0, althou h at thi 
tim of ar it i not probabl . I have written Georg & 
hall ndit an pistle to Ell. She will be very [ urprised] to 
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learn me still h reo h left in such a hurry, upposing w 
would also leav that week. But I hav no doubt ' ti all 
wisely ordain d and will be all right in th end ... 

Good by dear Ever our 
orrina 

Corinna and Edward Aldrich arriv d in N w York in lat April 
1850. Mt r purcha ing drug hint nd d to u e in hi m dical 
practice, Edward t out for Calif rnia alon ,arriving in an Fran-
i 'co in July. That arne month , Ell njoin d Corinna in N w York 

City. Their plan to move to St. Mary' , orgia, n ver mat rialized' 
Ellen decid d to r main in New York ity 0 th e childr n could at
tend fr publi chool. Edward, di ourag d by hi inabili ty to e -
tabli h a profitabl prac tic in alit rnia, neve r ent for Corinna, 
though h continu d to hope h c uld do so until sh becam e ill 
and died in the fall of 1854. Edward tayed in California for everal 
y ars, but v ntually returned to Florida, settling in Ja k onville 
and Lak City after the Civil War.2 

Ell n r main d with h r children in N w York, struggling fi
nancially and accepting h lp from her broth r . In 1860 h ar
ranged h ron's appointm nt to We t Point, but h urged him to 
re ign after the elec tion of Abraham Linc 1n.29 Mter leavin g th 
acad my, Edward Willoughby Ander 'on nli t d in th on£ d r
at Army and wa fightin in the Army of Northe rn Virginia wh n 
his moth r died of br a t cancer in N w York ity on Augu t 5 
1 62. 30 Edward surviv d th war, moved to Wa hington, and had a 
uc ssfu1 care r a a patent attorn y. H e m arried twi , had ix 

children , and di din 1915. Hi isters, orinna G orgia and Ell n 
Mann villette, never malTi d but lived with Edward ' famil until 
th ir d ath in 1874 and 1 91, r p tively. Georg Brown r -
main d in Newnansville and married Matilda Stewart of uth 

arolina in 185l. Th ir daughter Ad laid wa born in 1 52, and 
Ellen wa born in 1856. George di d in Octob r of 1 57. Mannev
ill tt Brown remain d in Utica where h e maintained a su cc ful 
art career until hi d ath in 1896.31 

2 . Hammond, The Medical Prole sian in 19th entu1Y Florida, 8-9. 
29. For more on Edward' brief a nd tr ubled career at We t Point , see Franci P. 

ullivan , "L tter of a We t Po int r, 1 60-1 61," American Hi torical Revin v 33 
( priI1928): 599-617. 

30. Miss Mannevillette ullivan ge nealo mate rial , in po 'e's ion of editors. 
31. o urtn y, "M. E. D. Brown, (1 10-] 96)" 76-77. 

29

Denham: Historic Notes and Documents: "Our Desired Haven": The Letters of

Published by STARS, 2000


	Historic Notes and Documents: "Our Desired Haven": The Letters of Corinna Brown Aldrich from Antebellum Key West, 1849-1850
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1649703604.pdf.PyQpo

