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A "Super-Powered" Goodwill Ambassador: 
Establishing WRUF at the University of Florida, 
1925-1940 

by E. L. "Ted " BUlTows 

I n the 19205, r<ld ia in the United Slales was in its infan cy. O nly 
two decad es earli er. in Decemher 190 I , Guglielmo Marconi had 

successfull y lransmiued and recei\'ed wireless signals across th e 
Atlantic Ocea n. Si nce then. equ ipment and techniques had been 
impI"O\ 'ed- mainly fo r mili t;tr y o r maritime safety uses such as com
Illunicatio n with ships a t sea. Most carl)' dTa rts in vo lved wireless 
lelegraph}" lr all smiuing Morse Code by radio signals. Some exper
iment ers, howc\'cr, worked a ll wireless telepho ny a nd the tra nsmis
siol1 of the human voice. 

At firSl there was lillie unders ta nding oCt he new medium 's po
tential for public sen 'icc or co mmerce. By th e ca rl y 192 0s. however. 

sevcm l pio neering statio ns (nOlably WI-I A in Mad iso n , '''''iscOllsi n. 
\V,\~ in De tro it. KD KA in Pillsbu rgh . an d WEAF in New Yo rk CilY) 
had begun what \\~dS ca lled ~broadcaslingM-tldnsmi ltillg reg ularly 
scheduled progn lllls of speech o r mllsic. which lhe p ubl ic could 
hcar al homc o n simple rec e ive rs. Radio broa dcasting sta tions 
sp" mg li p nlpidl)' as sales o f recci\·ers increal>e d . Stations va ried 

great ly in signal slr e ngLi1 a nd progrdlU quali ty. Station owners in
cluded manufacturers or sellers o f I<ld ios and o th er eleClrical 
equipment, newspap e rs o r other businesses, state or local gove rn
ments, and edu cational institutio ns. By the e nd of 1922. federa l au
thorities lis\Cd 570 statio ns opet<lling in the United Stales an d its 

E. L. -Tl:d - Burro""!! "-.IS a WR UF Mmlcnl announ cer in ,h.., mid-19tiOs. Thi~ •• rticlc 
,,':t.~ adapwd from hi~ l1la$!~r"s l he~is, prt !scnlcd :u lhe Unive rsit y of ~l()ri(1:I in 
O"-':eml.><;: r 1 ~) 74. li e ft:side s iu Fon Pie rce. 
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overseas h:rri lO rics. and another 6i that had briefl y opcra ted bUI 
\,'ere disco ntinued .' 

Coi ncide llt wi th this l-apid 6'1 '0\\,tl1 in the broadcastin g indl lstf), 
and Fl orida 's econo mic and land-s ales boom of the 1920s. WR UF 
was 

t:s
tahli shcd al Ihe Ullivcrsil Y o f Florida. The Sialio ll 's pr Olll o t

e rs int ende d il to be Florida's Ms tlper-powcred " goodwill am bass,'1-
dor. ' r>.h.ny business leaders bdie\ 'ed thai Flmida sho uld adven ise 

its admntages 10 the rest of the nalion in o rder to atll-a CI new resi
den ts and Still1lllale commerc e . AJanll<ll ) ' I, 192:1. Associated Pr ess 

dispatch from Ta llah assee explained wh), Agriculllll'e CUl1ltnis
siOil er Nathan Ma yo support cd the ad\'cni sing idea: 

Too littlc is bci ng dOllc hy the state of Florida-that is t.he 
state government iLSe lf~to spread before the pcople of 
th e countl) ' the message t.e lling of the advantages Ihis slate 
olre rs.. . Whil e the Lc:: gisJature now provides a 10Ia i of 
.$8.500 ye arly which ... may be considered for advcnising 
purposes by the DepartJJ1ent of AgriclIllllrc. m<lll)' of the 
citi es ... arc dcvotill g larger SIlIlI S .•. to encourage persons 
to se ttle, o r at least sojourn wi thin their bor ders during the 
willieI'. CO lllluis. .. ioncr of Agricultu re Nathan iIob)'fl (~ s: . 

presse!:' tile opinion th a i the stal e should adopt a morc pro
gressi\·c attitude. HI: feds Ihat a fU!I{1 o f 110 t less than 

10
0.000 

should be provided . to be admi niSle red by and 
used e ll tirely ror the Slate·;u-blrge.' 

Yet. Ma yo did not nU :llIi oll the possihle \lse of 1~ ld ;o. Not IIlltil 
t\b rch 21i. whe n the feasibility uf a Sial e publ ic it ), c:u11 paign was dis
c ussed during a business conference in We~1 Palm Beac h, did Go\'
e rn or J o hn W. Martin olTer high-level supporl fo r the:: conce pt. ' 
Soon afterwards. friCl ld and suppone rs or ille Uni\'ersit} , of Fl oril1a 
approac

h
ed Il le sla re legislature 

L "Who Will Uhim~lch' On Th e Bmadc~sling?: /flllli" /j""lIlfflJI. Ap,;1 1!) 2:l. 
,!lImcd ill t..;uncnfc W. Lif111 y ;Iud Malach i <..:. Toppin!;. ilmmrrw Umw/m"i,jJ(. .~ 

Smllu 1i00i< 1)1, /h~ /lil/"'} '1 11.",/,,, ""'/ ,(,-1"" ,.<,,,,, ( Nt·,,· \il,-l" 1\17[0) , 1':1 5. 
2. eaineS\i llc 1),,;/), .'I,m. t 1 OCI"b .,r 1927. Thi~ ,,~t~ "" c of ",,,,,y p"hlistwd rd,·r· 

enCeS 1<) Ill<' sml iflll a~ ·~ IIP" ' · p()w"r~d: Allho llJ.:h Wln lf \ tI~, m," il ti ,, !-: pow~' r 

no'v"r Cl<ct' .· •. h:d 1",· II .. "";tI"t "':II '~. Iha. "'as l onsitlaed;t ,lro" 1; ~!: .. iOll h}' SI:"' 
danls ..,f. h.: .imc . 

:1. I hi .l.. t Janllan ' l~:!j . 
'I . tbid,,:?fi ~ 1 ;I1Th l~\! [, . 
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EsTAULl SHING WR UF 

lo

r an 

appr o priation sufficicIU 1.0 insla ll all IIIl- to-da t. e ra
d io broad casting statio n at the Uni versil Y o f Florida. 
T here has bee n expr essed an undercurre nt o f fear 
whereb y Gainesville might receive so me pu bli city from the 
broadcasti ng stat jon a t Ih e expense o f the taxpar cni of the 
stat e. or course the view is ta ken .onl y by the most narr o\\,
mi nded and sho uld nOl be conside red with a ll Y degree .of 
seriousness as a barrier to t.he stil ti o n a t the uni\'e rs i ty.~ 

16 1 

By latc May. ;\ bill proposing a ll ni \'ersity rad io sUllion moved 
thr uugh the legislaHt rc and was signed by Guve rnur Martin on 

June 8. Approp lia ling $50,000 fu r th e work o f "estab lishing ... a su
pe r-power radio broadcasling station. [which] shall be o f fi ve 
kilowtl u power maxinHlm ,~ I.lW new law specified build ing the sta
tion un the cam pus at Gainesville, wi th links tu the sta te Ca pit ul 
and Ihe Flurida Staw College fo r Wome n (nuw Flo rida Stat e Un i
\'ersity) in Tallahassee. Additio nally, the ente rprise wuuld promote 
the in t.erests o f the st'H e agricultu re cum missioner by broadcas ting 
informatio n on weathe r and crop marke t co nditions. Sub jec t [0 

fede ral appr oval. the new stalion 's Gllll euc.; rs were \V FLA , an aero-
11)'111 for "Wat ch Florida Lead A II. - G 

Within tWO ye ar s, howevcr, state olTi cials realizl:d that the o rigi
nal $50,000 was not enough to es t. abl ish WFLA, so the legislature all
propria[ed an addi tional 50,000 to lhe prC! jecl.T In the mcan time, 
some Gaillcsv ill e busillesslnen feared th.u if l.he state appl ied in no r
ma

l 
fashion to the Federal Rad io Corn miss iull (fo ren mll cr 1.0 lhe 

Federa l Comm unications Commission ) for a transmit ti ng frc
quency, WFLA migh t be placed alth e end of a li sl.al ready more than 
I'jve hund red names long. Hoping LO a\'oid a long: \'~Ii l, t lt e cit ize ns' 
cOlllmill ee acqu ired a frequ ency by b uying th e transmil.l.er of an es
ta bl

ished 5
1.. I >et ersb urg radio station, WH I~N, owned by the Fil'S! Av

enu e Methodist Church . The Hoar d o f Conlrol (predecessor [.0 t.he 
Board ofR egc llt s ), designated as ove rse er of the pl an ned stat ion , ac
cepted these new calil ell ers, and enthusiasm lo r the project grew. 
O n Octobe r I I, 1927 , the Gai nesvi lle Daily Sill! repon ed lhe o ffi cial 

5. Ibid .. 28 April I 9~f,. 
6. lAWS of Honda: Gt:/It 'ml l .• (/w'i ( 1 9~7 ) I: 4.->()...I',7. qU"I~d in [)o na ld W. I'ollch~r. 

-TI.~ Voiel: of ~lnti 'I" .- 19M . IJl lp, lblis l1crl rn :(1) ' ISC l" ip l. 
7. 1..11"' :' of Ho,;/I,,: G,.,,,,, ,,I I..o,,':, ( 1927) I: H)6 , .. I066 , qu o" 'd in -Rad io Sl,t( i/)n 

WRUF. I' ar l I : c:irr.:a IUf,O . u llpuhl ishcd 11I;" llL~(ripl. WR UF sl,ui oll liles. Ga ines
I·ilk . Fl:. . 
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rorm<ltion of the Florida Statc Radio Cit izt>lI s' ColHllIillee, which 
movcd WH llN's transmitter 10 Gainesvill e, urged state officials to 
ge t the station 0 11 the ai r qllickly and initialed a nell' set of cail lct

lers-KVOF. meanin g "Voice or Florida.~· It is uncertain whu pro
posed KVOF <lr whal caused Ihe change from \\IFl_A. . but ref ercnces 
1,0 KVOF pe rsisted ill nellIS report., for the next rcar. 

Ot her parts of Florida were paying alle tltiotl. ~This [radio sta
lioll l is a \ 'CI ) ' desirabl e adjull ct lO the miler public elTons that arc 
being lnad e 10 pIli Florida favorably before the perlple of the whole 
cOI ln t.'1 '," thc Leesbll'J!"C()mmnr it//edilOrialized. ~a nd we hope there 
will be noth i n~' in the way of th e stale Board or Conlrol actitlg fa
vorably and quickl)' up on il."'1 While sO lli e support ed Ihe project, 
however. otller Floridians saw opportun ity to boost their own cil y's 

fOrlllnes. 1~lls i nes. .. rnen in Sarasola also recognized mdio·s promo
tional pote ntial. bought the tr:msmiHing equipm e lll of sl;\l io n 
~JI~B . and moved il from its ori ginal sih! in Tampa. \.ouplc d with 
the stau:'s Ictharb')' in gClling the uni \'er sily sialion ready, Ihis him 
ur secliOl lal c ornpcli lion elic it.ed cummClll from Ihe Cli!(lfW(l l er S' l n: 

No doubt this wil l bri ng: a cr y u f ;Ul gllisll arId hlrthe r plead 
ings from Gain esville, Tallahassee and Jack sonville who arc 
st.i lll.rying 1,0 cvolvc somc mean s of . .. installing KVOF. 
II is safe to SOl )' Ihal there are ol hers ill t.he siale ju sl as in

Icresl ed in st: e ing Ihe .~ t:Ilion ereCled ... bUI SOltleOlle or 
so mclhing seems to have slippcd .w 

1\'lo r(: than IWI) rcar s d ap!)(::(\ bclweell CII<lCOIICIII ofu lt:: rad io Sla
tiurl lcgislalion and a Board ofCotl lrollllee lingon Octoh er 17, 19 27. 
wIl en o pti mistic slippo rh:rs urlhe planned mdio statiOll Ix:lie' ·cd 1113\ 

thc board would \'ote IU Ix:gi n broad casting by li lt: fi )llowing .J anlta l) '. 
Oil the da)' of Ihc boa rd 's meeti ng. the /)lIily 811U 1;111 hlisiaSli cal ly pro

clai med Ihal "all FI01ida will hav e a grcal and powerfill voice . .. \.0 

Idl its Slo,) ' and to broadcas l ilsjo),. Is it an)' wonder that the actiun of 
the Board ofConlrol is breathless ly a\\'aited?~ " 

But again thaI aClion I\~IS pO Slpntwd. The hoar d direc\t'd Ihe..: 
aunru

ey 
general to dClerrnirw whel her the law actually required 

ij . f)ml),S,w . 13 s..·ptc",u.,r t9:!7. 
~) . 

l..«llm
(g C" mmn r;n!. f! t,,~ r c<l in lit" I ),,;iy """ . I'! (ft:t" b .. ·r \927. 

\U. Ci"", .w. /n S.m. ,\uo\t·d in tit" Oml] S,m. !:1 Orr"u." t927. 
\1. /)ml yS,m. 17 0 ( tnht.: r 1 ~ 127. 
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ESTAULISI-II NC WRUF 16~ 

the board 10 eswbl ish a Sl<Iti o n o r merciy pe rmitted it to do so ifi t 
S<lW fit. Gove rnor Martin apparentl y had lillie tolerance for such 
stonewalling. III late Oct.ob er , he perso nall y arra nged to make con
struction funds ava ilable and challenged Mthe Board o f Control 10 

esta blish il. M1
! To m<lke tI le record dear, the attorney general iss tlCd 

an opinion that Ihe legislatur e 's app ropr iation rl1ea Sll re \,'< IS bin d
ing tlpon the Boa rd of Collu·ol . On Novemhe r 14, the boanl voted 
to proceed immediately wi th COltstruClioll. " 

Unive rsity offi cials peti tion ed the Federa l Radio Comm ission 
fo r assignmcllI of an o perating frequ ency , tr,lIl smitting power (the 
station woul d be gran ted th e hoped-fo r five thousand waus) , and 
clll11etters. Yct., the commiss io n refu sed the th ree most frequc l1l ly 

discu ssed call leller possibili tics-WFl..J\ , KVOF, and WI-IB N. 
Meanwh ile, constnlc tion proceeded on lhe rad io statio n blL ildi ng 
and its two two- hund red-foOl steel t1~ Lns llli [ling towers, all o n tlt e 

univt: rsit y campus. On-the-air transmit ter tests bega n August 8. 
1928, and soon thereafter Mth e station , which has had ma ny name s 
since il!> inception . .. has finall y been given a pe n na neUl na me hy 
lhe Federal Radio Co mmission . In future the stalion wilt be known 
as WRU F.~ H I~y co mmon Ill1(iers tand ing, the leu ers mea nt MRadio 
at the Ulliversity of Florida . ~ 

Th e new radio SLation was dedicated o n Saturda y, Octo ber 13. 
At 8:30 p.m. , orbra nisl Claude Murpltree SOll nd ed the first notes of 
·'Th e Orange and BIll e" on the pipes of the Anderson Memor ial 

O rgan in Un iversity Audit orium, linked by microphone ilnd <;ablc 
to ti le WRUF studio. An acco unt of th e ded ication fro m lhe WRUF 
files noted : 

The impon<ltl t gltests o n tht: inau glLml broadca st incliided 
universit y Presiden t J ohn J. T igt: rt; U.S. Sen . Du ncan U. 

Fle tcher; Doyle E. Carlt nn, Democratic nomi nee for gove r
\lor of Flo rida ; Fred D:tI'is, attorney g(' lleral of Flor ida; 

Co
ngre

ss man Lex Crt~cn : and P. K. Yonge, chairman of the 
Boa rd of Cumro1. The program also featur ed the Un ive r
sit)' String Quanet, under the d irection of R. DcWil.l 
Brown. Selections included ~Ti l th e S;mds of the Dese rt 

I~. Ibill. . 26 Oct"'~r 19~i . 

13. nl"','<1 Tribl"'''. q U')lefl ill Ih e DIU/J S"' ,. t 7 No\"t~J1Iocr 1927. 
H . IJi. ily s,,',. 9 AUh>1LSI I!)~R 
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GrO\\' Cold," ·· I·lo me, Sweet i-I OIllC ,-and -Wc Are The I~n)'s 

orOld Flor id'I."· " 

At 

tht 

time o r \VRUF's deciicl Hioli . lI1all Y of its advocates be
li

eved 
Ihallhe sta tiOll would serve lhe entire state. " Few evcllts have 

beenlllore signifi cant .. than the ronnal opening ofWRUF .. .. 
The auth orities had ill mind ... that t.hey will impress the peoplt o r 
this stale, and make rolks rcali z( ! that here is the sta te owned still ion 
ror the be nefit o f all Florida, and Ilot J USt anyone particular sec
lion .- ex plainr.:d the /)(l il), ."illll: "WRUF call do 111uch to el im inatc 
seCliunalisl1l in this ::Hate an d to knit it inlO a compusite who le.-'" 

Admin istr:lI ion ofWRUF became the respo nsibility o r the un i
ve

rs
it y's Geller:11 Ex tt:mjio n Divis ion . heade d by M;tior l\c rt C. Ril ey. 

O per-tt i ng the stat ion unde r Ri ley's supe rvision was Bob by Gr illin , 
rererred 10 in various documents as the program director or chier 
;tl lt l()Ul tre r. Perh aps beca use ti le Genera l [xte nsion Division was 
o rien ted more toward corrt~spon den ce cour ses a nd progra ms for 
schooltea che rs Ihan ent,Cn ainllle ill, WR UF's first year o n Ihe air 
was de\'oted main l)' to t d ucationa l and Cl!IH II~ 11 progl~lms. inchtd
ing lectures and d iscuss in ns. "This I\~IS fo und to he very impract ical 
as o nly a li llliled number or people list.ened to thesc broadcasts," 
Oll e station mcmo explained: "Tht ! listeni ng audie nce of the sta
t.ion "~IS thus a 'class' audicnce and the broadcasts were u nS;l1 isf.'lc-
101)' to the public gener.tlly, and to the unive rsit y ofTtcials. 
panic lilarl y.~ " There wcre SOllte e ntertai liine lit programs. usual I)' 

fealllri ng local tale nt. O rg-.t nist Claude Murph ree and pian ist Ruth 
Dobbi ns appeare d rrcquclU ly, listed O il the payro ll as stall m1l si· 

cia!!s. BIU mo st of the station 's airti mc remain ed ded icat cd to edu 
cat ional prognlllls with small audiCllccs. 

A shortage of operating monc)', howe\'cr. hind e red progr:1111 
develo plllellt. Tho ugh the Icgislature had appropriated funds to 

bui ld WR UF, it had not p rovidcd fo r conti nuin g ope rations. Th is 
seemed to contradict the station's illlc lldcd pnrpose-to pro mote 
Florida to the rcst o f the natio n. To fulfill that miss io n req uired 
steady fina uci;ll support th at so rar was lacking. In December 1928, 
the Df/if)' Sit" noted how "those in charge ha\'(' been hard put to 
book fcatur es wh ich could at tract and hold the anelltiorl or listen-

If •. -'\((Oll'" "fWR UF Ill!cli (,,,ion Ceremony: WRLTF Sl: u ion fik"'i. 
tfi. {JuUJ S,,,, .13(KIOIlt'r 1928 . 
17. "Ibrli,) Station WHUF. "'U'I I." 
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ESTABLISHING WRUF 155 

e rs in th is commo nwealth and throughout the nation .... The art· 
isIS who h av e so gene rously give n of their lalents are to be 
commended ; were it not for th e 'faithful few' Flo rida 's broadcas t
ing stalion \\'ou ld find itsclf wit holli. any programs.~ ' ~ 

The "faithful few~ we re not always live perfo rmers. Ralph Ni m
mons. whojoined the WRUF stafTin mid-1929, recalled that "Every 
day. somebody wou ld make a trip to the Gainesvi lle Furn itu re Com
pan)" which \\~ IS then rli ll by Gus Cox . .. . \Vc'd go down and ge l a 
stack of records, and of cou rse I\'e' d givc him credit for [le ndi ng] 
th em. If in the CO\lrse of th e day wc' d run out o f records, wc'd ju st 
turn the stack ove r and play them ag;:lin . "l~ Because the furni ture 
compa ny's generosity was il ckn owlcdgt:d on the ai r in retu rn for 
the loan o f the recor din&I"S , the arrangemelll marked a significant 
step by WRUF- its fi rs t lra ns.:"lc tion approximat in g co mme rcial ad
l'e ni sing."l<I In Septemoc r 1928, before the st,uio n 's ded icatio n . 
Florida Attorney General Fred H. Davis had slill. ed t.hat the new sta
tion , in keeping with the Musual customs an d practices incident LO 

the operatio n of rad io stations ge nel~ IIl )':' would be all owed to 
canr comme rcial adve rtisin g and usc the rel'en ues to defnlY o per
ati ng ex pe nses."' NO\\ ' th e statio n discovered it needed advertising 
JUSt to survive, 

Prod ucing p rogra ms on a shoeslring budget, WRUF slowly 
bui lt up its roster o f local performe rs. Among th em was a co me
dian named E. Z. Jo nes who billed himself as ~Dixie's Discip le of 
Fun and Froli cM and made reg ular ap peanUl ccs d uring Ih e slation 's 
fi,~ t lhree years. Anothe r ani st w ... .JS violi nist and WRUF receplionist 
Paulin e Mi zell, whose radio concer!. W"dS inte rru pted o ne n igh t 
when he r violin strings suddenly callle u nrastened , and she was un
able to comi nue un til a quick repair was made.":! 

Agricultu ral programs were p rominent on ' \, RUF in its early 
years. By Novembe r 1928, repo rts o r station prognuuming indi· 
cated that "practi cal farm and ho me talks by spcciali sls of the Col· 
lege of Agricu lt ure [a rc be ing given] Mouday, \Vednesday lin d 
Friday.H~ The lIb'Ticultur.t1 repo rt became <In in creasingly impcl!". 

t!:l. na il] S"", 19 Dccemh.,r 1928 . 
19

. 
R;l lph Ni nmlO1l5. in lc .... ,i"w with <l mhor. J:I(b()[wilt c. ~la .• 9 AuguS! t97>1. 

20. Kennelh F. Small . "Sunllu:u-y Hi sto ry ofWRUF (:md WRUf-F M): 1970, WRUF 
sta tio n r'i t~. Small ""lIS ! t.1li o n 11! :\ll ager ill tit.· .,a rl )· t970s. 

11 . /Ja il] S" '" 12 Scll telllbt :r 19'../8. 
22. Nimm ons inll' .... icw. 
23. /)(/il)' Su" . 23 November 19'28. 
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]. Fran c is Coop _cr. "t:ri<:;Lliluf<;: prof<;"",. aLld IO"b. in", host (,I' WRUF" s "Flori d ;, 
Eonll I ionr " program . ("4 , ... " )] of II" UII;."ui l) 'if Hqrit/u Coli.,.", ojj or",w/i" /H "",i Com· 
lI

umir,,'imu, 
r.(!i"~,,ifl,. 

lanl pa rt o fWR UF fare during the next three decades, especially af· 
tc r the Sla rl of tile "Florida Farm !-I ollr" broadcasts each weekday a l 

noon. Fea turi ng agricultural cxtc usioll c tiilor J. Francis Cooper. 
the program began d ur ill g the sta tion's [ir sl year 011 the air. 
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Spa ns programs, for which WRUF wo uld beco me wel l known , 
bega n eold y as well . One week alkr the silltion 's dedi cat io n, WRUF 
pr

es
eme d its first play-by -play acco unt ofa sports e\'enl. In 192 8's 

" homccoll1ing~ 
f

OOtball game, the Univc rsity of Florida playcd 
Mercer College 0 11 Flemi ng Ficld , jusl nort h of the prescnt Ben 
Hill Griffin Stadi um at Florida Field. Th e Cators won 73-0 in the 
fi rSI gamc cver broadcast 0 11 WRUF.!4 

Tho ugh the radio station had a new buildi ng, its furnishi ngs 
and equiplll cnt remained primitive. T he studios and fi\'e-thou
sa ll d-\\~I U tr:l!l sllli u er were loc alC d in a brick structure (now thc 
university police station ) about fi fteen hundred feet sOllth of the 
University Audi toriu m al ld otllcr main camp us bui ld inb'S' The sta
tio n site was mostly pasUlre used by animals of the univers ity's agri
cultu ral experimen t statio n. A sandy tra il (now Muse um Road) led 
west from SOllth 13,h Slrccllhroligh the pasture to the statio n. 

Inside, th ree roOIllS on the ground floor served as studios, 
though it is u nl ikely that all were used regularly for th at pu rpose, 
The largest of the th ree measured twell t)'-by- t hin y feet, suflide nl to 
accommodate musical groups for li\'e shows. From a small room 
with a record tLIrlllable, WRUF's tiny co llection of reco rded music 
was played. Intel;or wi nd ows provided views from Olle studio in to 
anOlher. Also on th e ground fl oor were an office and a rece ption 
area.~ 

I>utting program s 0 11 til e air usin g the equipment of thllt c ra 
required prod uction techn iqucs th at seem unusual b), modern 
standards. Ralph Nimmons recalled some of the studio con di tion s 
during WRUF's firs l rear: 

The microphone was o ne of the o ld Iype carbon micro
p ho nes ... and . . . we had o ne of those lalxw,Hory pedes
tals tha t had a li u le shel f that was a{Uu smble with a se t 
screw. We put the micro ph one on that th ing. Whal you'd 
do be forc )'011 turned them o n-you 'd turn the things up
side down and beat them to d istribu te the carbon [gran -

24. ,1 il11 (' .... mp. umitled ltl :l nu$C ,ip'. 29 Sc ptcmb, ;r 1!}lj8, WRUF SI;uiou ' it~·s, 0lIllP 
W;lS " -cOnlinui' ( wrilo:r,.'lOlIlo:o no: who pn :parc ,t s.:rip. s for pHlg 4~ .. ns and COIll
mcrci;ll allnUUIlCClllcn L~. 111i 5 "pparcnllr "''as a rO Il !{h <Iran of a pn ."SCnt;l tion 

lIl"rking \\,RUF'~ funic.h an lli,·cn;.11)·. 
25. ·O~'SCri p. i()n ofTc chll ;'; .. l Equiplllent: WRU F s.:uioll ' i1c~. Th,: orillinaf 1)1>ed 

e lll rio.os had !)Cell re,i$CtI by hand ;md da. e d Mar 10. t935. "ppan;nttr h)'m ... of 
lhe slatio n's c ngincct'ing smlf. 
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lUl<:rior of WRu r 's lar~t:_" sludio rOOll1, .,uilahlc ror hrn;trl '';ISlill)l: liw 1l\usical pt'tr 
gl~lIIl S. em..-t""} oj 1/" I 1";'''''5;1)' of H"ritill Co/fl'/,'f' Of j mU'lllli um (lIId C.(Immlll!imlimJJ. 
(;',i" f':11.ilI" 

ules] in Ihe microphon e, otherwise they would sound li ke 
a pan offish frying. Many a lime , Banks OUIl GIll [a 1I~ Il1 S

miner ope rator] would make signal s so wc'd (Ill the 
rnikc o fT and I' d turn the thing upside down ami beal the 
hell ou l ol"it a lld the ll turn th e th ing 011 ;\11<\ it'd be okay . . 

. \Vc didn" t eve n ha ve carp et 0 11 the floors. and we had 
wicke r ehai rs t h:ll Il sed 10 just squeak like e\'e l"), ' bing whell 
ever an)'olle would SiT in them.:'; 

The Federal Radio Commission al first assigned WRUF a l1<l1lS
mi nin g frc<JlI cli cy of 1480 kil ocycles, sharing broadcast lime wi th a 
dista nt st;lIion ; whe n one was OIl the air, th e ol he r had 10 sign on·.'17 
ThliS. t i lt.: station operated sporad ically dllri ng: its IIrst )'car-on the 
air fur an hour. Ihel1 ofl for a n hOllr or tWO, th e n hack on for st.:\,

e ral hOllrs. But after one 111Ul1tl1 . th t; com mission c ha nge d WRUF's 
frequ e ncy to 1470 kc an d allowed it to hroadcast for an llnlim ited 

2ft. Nitl1t11un~ imt:1'vi.·w. 
27. t\'ohh)' C,-itlill , 1l1<:11,," , mdlllH 10 J. II. F,,~S(:l1(kll . 2i Sqll{~l!Ibt'r l!121'l. \\'RUF 

sl,ui,>11 file' . 
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time each day , though thc statio n did 1I0t immediately do so, prob
ably beca use operati ng funds were low.'" 

Pro gram sched ules we re equal ly irreg ular. Rl'garding the 
MFlo rida Far m Hou r," Ralph Nimmo ns recall ed , "Th e d ock didn' t 
mcall an yth ing in those days, really. If it was five min utes be rore 
tweh'e an d 1\'11-. LJ . Fr,\Il cisl Coopc r carne in lind a record sw pped 
why, \\ 'c'c! sIan i\-Ir. Cooper. He' d r Lln u nt il he ra n o ut ofm.neria\. 
th en wc'd go back to rccor ds. M 

• .., 

E\"en ing enterl ainment a lso was u npredictable. "Ever y lIOW 

and then on a Su nd ay n igh t, th t: C;UlO\';1 fami ly [a musica l group], 
wou ld com e in fro m Sta rke [a nearb y LOw n ]. which inc1uded.l udy 
CanO\~ 1 and her brother Zeke-who lat.e r becamc qllile famo us
an

d 
they woul d go fo r 1\\'0 or th ree ho urs. as long as the), could last, 

and we'd kee p the m o n as long as they could last. T here was 110 
publicity or au r th ing because we never knew when they were com
ing:' Ni mmo ns remembered. The C moV(l'i 1,IIer be came pro mi
Ile nt performers o n the MG r<1nd 01' Opr ( in Nashville ..... 

Before the end nf its fi rs t year on the air, WRUF fu und i t.~clf 

wi tho ru experie nced leadersh ip. Chief Armoll ncc r/ Prog r.HlI Di 
rector Bobhy Griffi n resigned . apparently lu I' hea lth r easo ns. and 
un ive

rs
it y e l1lployee Bill Mi tche ll te mpor7lr ii y took cOntro l. Unive r

sity Prcside nt J oh n J T ige n wanted a pel"ln<\ m.: nr sup er visor fur 
WRUF and co ntacted a fri cnd in Washin gLOIl. D.C.- Major Gar

land W . Puwell. Ka llIa n of approximalcJy nill e yea rs o f radio CXP (!· 

ricllcc. M Tigen olfe red Powcll til e posilion of chief annou nccr "i n 
or

der 
to stlLdy ancl suryey the whole s itualion ,K ,m d 1'0wel1 rook h is 

posilion on 5c ptembe r 12. 1929." 
Powell, who would gnide \VRUF for more than lwcn t)'-5c\" cn 

year
s a

nd th ro ugh ma ny cr ucial stages of its developm e nt, \\~ I S born 
in 1 89~ . 1-1(' W;IS a gnl(lual.c of th e Unive rsity of Maryland ami bad 
~tudied at Johns Hopkins Unive rsit y ami the Mass achu sett s Insli

(me of Tcchnolog}'.~ It wa~ at M.I.T. lhal he rec eived his in trod llc
rion to 1~ ldio broadcastin g. or Kwi rdessM as it the n was known. 1\ )' 
the tillle the Uni ted States en le red World War I ill 1917, Powell hild 
begun a ca ree r in I;\w , but he left his pr<1ct ice. (Ook avialion rrai u-

:lH. "R:ulin ~l:lIj,," WRUF. I' "n I." 
:"'!.l . Ni",,,,ol\~ inlCr"i~'" 
3(). luid. 
)11 . " R;~rli« Sl"tio", W lI.t JF. [,,,II 1.-
:I:l . "G"rI ;Ullt l'uwdl . Mr. \\" II. U .. . DiL'" Ful1u"'j,,>: lI1nL"'s," ( ;'II' II~wilv S"". :W AII~IIS1 

19" Y. 
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in g. and com manded Ihe 22'" U.S. Aerial S< llIad ron ill France. [n 
192 1 an d 1922 , he se rved in th e Ma l),land Legislature and became 
aCliv e in progra ms assisting rnililary veterans. In the mid-1920s. 
[lowell spent four years in Wa shing ton . D.C., o rg;.I1lizi ng rad io pro
grams fo r lhe Ame ri can Legion . While there, he mel Tiger! who 
th en was U.S. Comm issione r of Educatio n. A .. Po\\'cl l's widow. Coll

suela Dolbeare. huer recall ed. the two men '"became friends . vcry 
close friend s alllhrough their li \'cs. M

" 

[n Februa ry 1930, Powell became director ofWRUF, a li lle pre
vio Lisly unused ." At the same liJl1 t;:, Ralph Ni mmo ns became chief 
an nounce r (Bobby Criffin 's old j ob ). th ere by transferring 0 111 0 1' 

the Genera l Extension Division and join ing the fu ll-time WRUF 
stafT at a sa!;lI)' of S 150 per month . Blltjust as the stalion appear ed 
mor

e 
o rgan ized and silllalcd for growth, the long-held dream of 

national promin ence for \VRUF began to fade. WRUF had 
changed its transmit ting freque ncy from 1480 to 1470 ki loc yclcs, 

a nd complaints we re bcgirming to ;11;se. Be lllCle ph oll c L'lbor<lto
rles enginee rj. D. I-I c rber caJ"J1e [.0 Gainesvill e as a consuh ;ult, sign

ing an aflidavi t stating that [he WRUF tra nsmittcr was fUIl Clio liing 
prop

e
rl y. The university's sllldel1 [ newspaper, Til" !-1ol"idll AlIigfl lOl ; 

cla imed that Herber's st;Helllcllt hra,'c ~addi tiona l support . .. in the 
station 's plea fo r a new wav!' chan neL" T he paper funher repo n ed 
t.hat "Prof essor Bennett, elcc t.rical e ngint:er of the station , cOll~id
ers the result .of these tcsts as concrete pronf that the dillicl.lltics .of 
tnm

smi
ssi.ou are due ta th e iu fcri.or \\~Ive length assig-ned t .o it , 

1~l th er t.han 1O lilly fault of the apparalllS in operatio n." " Glowing 
expectatians o f a "super-powered" lIalianal puhlicit), voice had 
bee n expressed maill ly by in fluen tial Florida busincss people ali(I 
po li tica l figures who had lillie pnlttical knawledge of r~l(l io. Evc n

tually, technical limitalions plU Ihe grand publici ty d ream to rest 
and forced the station w concelH rat e on servin g a more localized 
"udicltce than origina ll y intended. 

In response, carl)' in November 1929, th e Fedcl~d l Radio Com
mission auth orized ,I change in WRUF's tra nsmi tting frequ ency 
li'ont 1470 kc to 830 kc, Ho pin g to prol ccl830 kc-frcquency station 
KOA in DClwe l' , Color-ada. from interfe rence, the connnission 
placed fllnher li me restrictions o n \VRUF' s broadc:lSI day. Such in-

:i:I. C .. n~"d;l O\.I1><::,rc , inlC ,'V;c,, ' Wilh alllh".- . Caill('Slillc. ~'a .. :t5 Jul)' 197'1. 
:J4. "R.:.uli .. Siali oll WRU .... I'an t: 
3". G:.illcsvill c 1-700ill" t l /lipllor. fi Ckluhcr l ! r~J. 
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.\ I ,~or Garland I'owell, dir cC1<>,. .. r \\,RUF tj'om 1929 10 19 :)6, (~>!ul"ly oj II" U'jil,"' 

)if)' oJ Nunda CMUgi' o/jDunmliWI l j /u/ C",,,,,,,,,,ilaliDa), f:aill ,wi/J,. 

tc rf crCIlCC was morc likely to OCClir al niglu bccause radio signals 
oftcn travcl much farthc r al night. so WRUF was rcq uired 10 sign 
olT cach day at a timc corrcspo nding to sunSC l in Dcnvc r, Accou nt
ing lor time zonc dilTcrcnces, th c rilling mcant lh at WR UF co uld 

re ma in on the air at least lh rough carl}' cvcn ing in Florida. In SUUl 

nJ(:rs, Denvcr 's sunsc t would havc becn late enough to allow 
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WRUF's listeners a longer cvening of programs fro m WRUF; bu t in 
the laIc aunLlllll and th roughout I'lintcr, De nver's sun sct occur red 
about 8 p.m. on Gainesville's clod. 

Th e frequency shift was hailed as an illiprol'emc il t to WRUF" s 
ope ra tions. ~Th c fal'orable pa l"! of th is exchange is that it allows 
\VR UF 1.0 reach the emire state of Florida,~ noted th e ' lIIigtlltJr. 
"U nder Fonne r circumstances o nly Ihe local ci ties and those of the 
north could be broadcaslcd to.~ '16 That was because, with a given 
anlOlllll. of transm ission power, a radio signal generall y will tr,wc\ 
farth er on a lower frequ ellq' than o n a highe r o ne. That seems 10 

hal'e bee n the main rcason for opt imism following Ihe radi o com
mission's decision. 

Th e ]"(:ference 10 broadcasting to '·I he local c itjes lind those of 
the n orth.~ with the apparent exc\usiOIl of cities in between. dl. .... 
SCr\'CS some ex planllt ion. E. A. '·Ed·· Slim;tk, who was WRUF's chief 
enginee r du ring th e 1970s, ex plain ed th at even on higher freq uen
cies in the AM spectrum , sigll al s sometinles would be received al 
dista ll t poinL'i, even thollsa1ld s o f llliles away, tho ugh not wi lh de
pendable reg ularity. Signals reaching th e atmospheric layer known 
as lhe ionosph ere sometimes arc re fl ected back to eart h , resu lting 
in a "ski p~ that ca n carry a stat ion's signal even across oceans. '" 
Thus. even before the station 's change LO 830 kc. it was possi ble for 
WR UF to be heard no t on ly in the Gain esville area but also in parts 
of northern and midwestern sla tes. even though il fail ed 10 reach 
man y parts of Flo rida. 

Ano ther techni cal factor hindered WRUF, though it was not 
full y understood when the station was bui lt. Broadcasting engi. 
neers learned in the early 1930s that the abilil )' of th e ground to air 
sorb radio .~ igna l s aficc ted a statio n's range. T he Fede ml 
Communicat

io ns Commi
ss io n (successor to the Federal Radio 

Commission in 1934) measured soil cond uct ivity levels across the 
Un ited Sta tes, grading them on a scale o f o ne to thirty. T hc lower 
the !lumbe r, the more the soi l absorbs a signal as it rad iat es awa y 
fro m the station. Sli ma k understood th at soi l conductivit y condi
tions in the sand y portions of north ern and central Flo rida r:.lllked 
between two and four all th e scale, p lacing these areas among lhe 
least favo ra ble in the country fo r radio signa ls.'" 

:Iii. Ibid., 10 No\"ember 1\)2IJ . 
37. f. :.A. "Ed" Sl imak. i11lc,..,·ic .... ", ·ith alllh')I~ Ca;n~·SI'iIIc, ~'a .. 11 Octobe r t!.lN. 
31i.

l
bi d . 
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The change to lhe lowe r frequ ency 01'830 kc did enabl e WRUF 
to scnd a strol'ge r signal to northern and CCnlral Florida wit h ilS ,,1-
lolted live lho ll sand watlS o f power. '" However. the restrinion in 
broadcasting hours plus Ihe poor soil conduct ivity did away wi th 

th e station 's ability to broadcast dependably to northern and mid
weste rn stat e!i. And so the dream uf a pO\\ 'erful publ ici ty MVoicc o f 
Florida ~ f.-ulcd away. 

PO!i sibly re Ollizin g the lim itations o n the ~Voice of Fl orida," 
Powel l implenlented programs to ellhlll1 Ce the station 's relatiOll

sh ip with the university. In 1930. he bega n to e mploy Uni versi ty of 
Flo rida stlldents ali part-time salaried stall Alt hotlgh st ;llion 
records are nOl precise o n Ihis poi m , th ere is general agreement 
that the first paid student annou ncer was \Vall er L. "Rcd M Uarbc r. 
\\'ho late r becamc nationally renowned as a sporlS an nounccr. Bar
hcr joi ncd the WRUF pay1'01l on March 4, 1930:'" Chief announce r 
Ralph Nimlllons alsu n:lll el11bered;\ young man nal11cd James Le
o n ani UlII.sch , who used the name "J ames Leonard~ o n the air and 
was ns('d both as an announcer and a singe r: Ml tliink Red came be
fo re .lillllll)" and they Ix nh caine aboUi tht~ same time,M Il 

The idea o f \l sill g stude nt helpe rs at WRUF \\~,s not reall )' lie\\, 
in I ~l:~O. One carl)' juslification fo r placing WRUF o n Ihe un ive rsi ty 
campus was that electrical cng ineer ing stude nts cou ld g<lill prnui

(ill training th cre. Sti lt, if sllch lraining \\~ I ~ ever gh ·en. there is no 
indica tion that all)' engincer ing studenl~ we re o n the payroll . 
There is I l(l mentio n of sllldell is emplo>,ed as nn-air pro gr,un ",lcl,t 
prior (Q 19:JO. 

Also begi nning in 1930, Powel l tried a varic t), of ne", progl~ \llI s. 

111.1 ;1 1111 ;11)', WRUF offered "Th e Act \'cnlurcs of Bud and Eas}',~ a \~I
li e t)' shull' featuring comedia n E. Z. J o nes ami Claude Lee , who 

managed the Florida Theatcr in dOWIlIOlI'1l Gainesvill e. MHour with 
thc l\-!asLcr sM 

in the aft ernoo ns and "Variety Mu sical I\ trade" in tht: 

mornill~s used IIII1);ic pla),ed 0 11 78-rptn discs, A slllall o rchestra 
knowil as the Su\\~mll ec Sc rc nade rs provided live III lIsic, and an-

3!L tn 19:17 . WR UF ,,"0,,!! 1 ch~n!le it s freqtU'ucy al,.F,\in . A 11'< :;1\), ocl"'eelltllt' United 
Stales and Cnl,.! rctJui rcd hUl h WRUF ;,,,,1 Dt !tl\'c r 's KOA 10 (,hange It".i r ti"<-

't"en<'it"lO. apparen lt
y 10 ;!\'oid 

inlerfN~'11<'C wi lh Cuban s!:ltinn s on tl,..: <dme 
",;wel"rlg! h. w~ur ch~"gt·tl il'i th'<lltetl '1 ' lu ,til 8:,0 kc <1;lIion, whcre il rt'm:titls 
1(.>( l a)'. 

'W. \\',.hel' L "Red" Uarbcr :md Rohen Creamer, IfIlllhmb '" t1,~ ( :a lbi,., I .Vi,' (G;mlcn 
C it )" NY , 19f>8). t·m. 
'11. Nillll1,.",s itllt ' I'\';""' , 

15

Burrows: A "Super-Powered" Goodwill Ambassador

Published by STARS, 2000



174 FLo~rl)" H[STO~[C"L QU'\~TERL\' 

o lhe r poplLl ar group was the OnLllge Grove String Band. MThe Flor
ida Farm Hour " remained a fi xtur e o n the WRUF dai ly schedu le, 
wit h lalk s by extension senkc edil o r J. Fr' lIl cis Coo pe r, his assist;lLIt 
Ralph Fulghu m, iLn d other members of thc agri culLUr e faculty. 

Whe n the authors of fac ulty papers co uld not visit the WR UF stu
dio to read the ir own work, Coope r or FulghuLLI did it o r fo nnd a n 
ex tra voice to add v,l riel), to th e pro~p·alll . It was just such all eOor! 
to find an extra voice th at led 10 the recruitment of Red Barber. 

Barber retu rn ed early frOI11 the 1929 Christmas ho lidays to fin 
ish a rcsearch IMpe l' . A sll.Iden l. of modest mean s, hc worked as a 
j anito r at thc Univers ity Club _ a roorning ho usc occupi ed mainl), by 
male facuh y LLl e mh ers, among whom \\~IS Ralph Fu lghum. Onc day 
ncar the end of December, Fu lghum asked BMbe r t,o slIbstitlLle lor 

a ra dio lecture r who had gone Ollt of town . 
Barber late r wrote that Fu lghlLITl had t h rec ten -Inillutc lectur cs 

scheduled for that dar's f;lI"I11 broad cast an d pleaded . MRed , plea se. 
Come o n . It would bea big he lp to \lIe, Ilaving a change of voice. If 
I sillhere and read all three papers, o ne after another, i, ' 11 be lC I'J'i~ 

ble ," Reluc tantly, i!ar be r agreed to read aile leClure. In return , Ful
ghum prmllised to lre,li Barm :!" to d inner. And so, Uarbe r's fi rs t 
slint o n WRUF was a rea d ing of Ma It ea\~ ly documented , detailed 
lrcalise on 'Ccn ai n As pects of Bovi ll e Ob Sletrics.'M 'l 

Artc r Barber's reading , which he broadC;ls l withOIll rehearsal, 
I'owel l oITered him a pan-lime positio n. The studelll , who was bal
anci ng sevel"a] Ollt e r jobs. politely declin cd . h took Powel l mor e 

I.han t WO mo nths, usi ng Fulghum as a n inu::rm cdial),. to lJ\'Cl"come 
Ibrber's reluctance. On March 4, 1930. afte r Powel l on"c rcd hilll 
S!lO pCI' lII omh . Barbe r gave up his o the r loca l jobs as wa iler and 
janito r and joined WR UF's announ cin g staff. 

Although Barbe r was hired for a .~alar)'. nOl <111 student an
nu ullcc rs wcre so forlllnale. As Nillllllons rememb ered . "O f 

c uu rse , we'd audition an)'o ll e lhat cam e a lo ng, that. wan led any sort 
ofajob . We used a lo t of stmlc nl.S o n a part -lillie ba sis ... alld a lo t 

of them were un paid because we didll 't havc lhc lII one),. Th cy 1I '('re 
jusl doing it 10 see whct her Ih c)' likcd il. I t \ \ ';. 18 a labo rato l) ' ... for 
radio technique, annoullcing, si ngers and what-haw, ..... )'oll.Mj' 

I n \VR UF's carl)' yea rs, IlOlllllICh emph asis was placed OIlIl CWS 

covcrage so an arrangeme nt WitS made Wilh the Dai ly 81111 to allow 

'12. Barbe r .md Cre;uner , IIIl1/bmb;Il lil t ( ~'lb;nl Snli. \·lg. 
·13. Nimm o ns int.·"1(,,,,'. 
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the slation 1.0 use I. he newsp alk r's malCrial. At least d uring the 
19:\Os. WRUF pe rson nel were no l nel\'s re porte rs. Imtcad , news 
items repo rted on the air were read ve rbati m fro m the Daily SUI/ 
and other sources. Both Red Barber and Albert Hen d rix, who 
join ed WRUF in 1933. acknowledged that a Ilworit e so urce o f o n

the- air llews \\~ IS theJacksorwille Nfl/il/a Times, Ull ioll. " 
£\'1::11 after \VRUF inslalled its own natio nal an d world nCI\'s 

tele type machinc sometimc in the la te I 930s, newspapers still sup
plied material. Twice each day, Alben Hc ndrix, the statio n's custo
dian and me ssenge r, made a trip dowil town to the /Jaily SUI/ 'S 

oflicl::s for the latest bulle tins. "1 rode a biC)-de down there and J 

nCl'crwill forgel ... [oncel l camc back on th e bicycle just as f:lS t as 
J could ride it and t. hc hicy cle came apart - j ust broke. [ jll.~t left 
the bic)'cle,~ he recalled ; ~Thc :UIIl OUll ce r I\~ IS standing- in the door 
wait ing ... and J just Id' i Ihe bicycle and wellt runn ing with the 

news. , . and 111e t him allhe door and he took it and Il'e m upstair s 
wit h i t .~ A nCWSGlSt \I~IS sched uled arOll nd noon each weekday, and 
nothing wa

s 
to interf e re with He ndrix's regnlar pickup of reporL~ 

froll! Ihe Sltll. M[ had \0 do lhat through the rain and cold and wind 
and e"er}, lhing- yoll name it.~ he remembered. \Vhen anoth er 
ne\\'scast e\'cllIuaJl)' \\~IS added in the laIC afte rnoo n, Hendrix con
linued his trips. J. Sam FOll IS, who also worked at WRUF in th c 
I 930s. remembe red Hend rix and his dail y news ru ns: MThen he 
II'o uld roilr bac k on his bi Ll'cle ilnd cOllle up th e la llt!, am[ wc'd St!C 

him coming lip there abollt lell mi nutes "ti l fi ve , and \, 'e had a big 
news progr.un a t fi ve o' clock to fin .... Jif"teen. I He ndrix] wou ld have 
in his basket al1lhe latest goodies and we'd lean ... ont Ihe window 
and spur hi m on so he 'd gel up there iu time for lhe hot news." " 

WRUF also ex pande d its sports prograrns. Th e play·by- play a c
count orlhe Florida -hkr cer footba ll Willie in 1928. only a \\ 'cek aJ: 
le l" lilt: S I<lI inn's dedication , was just the first o f many. O the r 
un iw:rsilY sporting broadcast e"enL~ wcre baskctball and baseball 
games, Imc l-; meets. and box in g mat ches. Th e l>1;ltC high school bas

kClbalJ tounram ent , held 011 the Un il'ersit y o f Florida campus. bl.'
carne aTl an nual progmm . As Red Bar ber later wrot e: 

The)' played b:l.~ke t ball all da y lOll g and in to the night lor 
Ih ree consl'cHlive days. Beca use the tournam en1 1\~ lS statc-

"'I. Alhcr! I-I c"dri:.:. inter"ic'" with ""lh<>l". G;liltcs,·ilk. Fla,. :! 1 Ocwbcr 1971. 
'I:,. Ihid .; J. Sam ~"''' ' L'. no t .,.,. s..· ptcmt",-·r I!I74. ,n t)<,ss ... ~,"m ~)t ;"'Ih"r . 
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wide and becallse th e rad io station was suppon ed by Slale 
funds, the regular broadcasting schedul e \ms thrown out 
and c"elY last one of those high school basket ball g.lm cs 
was broadcasl in rull .... Games we re played con scclIlivet)': 
as S001l as Olle was finished th e nex t o ne would start. 
One a nn Olillce r handled th e microphone a ll the way 
through . J ack Thompson did it the fi rst year I was th ere, 
bUl l did il a ll Illyselrin 1931. 1932 and 1933. 11 was the 
most grueling broadcasljob I eve r had .... You had no as
sislanl , nobody to spell YOll , nobody LO g iv e the listeners a 
change of pace . ... It gave me a complete distaste for bas
ketball ; I have never liked the game since, l6 

Those marath on basket ball bro;l(lcasts conli nued o n WRUF at least 
th rough 1939. 

Over the years, foo l ball bcc.'1lll c the mOS I prominellt o f 
WR UF's spo rts broadcasts. When th e 1930 season bega n , s(;\'e l, ,1 
alll\OllllCers incl udi ng J ack ThOlnpson , Ralph Nimlllo ns, Red Bar
be r, and James Leona rd Butsch ahermued do ing the play-by- play 

aCCOlln ts "'h ilt: Powell tried to dccide who did the besljob . E\'cnUl
an)' it became clear lhal Barbe r was Ihe mOSI proficie lll , main l)' be
ca lise he spent ho urs pr eparin g Wi lh lhe Florida Gators coaching 
smlT, 

Broadcasting the ga mcs \\' as a dall llling challenge, Seating a t 
Fleming Field was on bare ,,'ooden bleachers and , as Nimmons re
me mbe red , lhe anno uncer and h is assis tant scI. up their equipment 
~a nyp lacc we could find- the), dicit, '1 have press bo xes-o ut in the 
S till ," !} E\'en when a crude press box \\~ IS erected al Flemi ng Field , 
conditio ns remained difTt cull. " 

By mid-season in 1930. Florida Field was de diGlt. ed an d Ix. ... 
cam e the rcgu lar \'en ue for f001b"II , The tiel'.' stadium had a somL"

what beller press box , although the crowd 's roar continued to 
aggravate announcers and muffle broadcasts, To comp ens;:ne for 
crowd no isc. as Barbe r recalled, "th e allnouncer would he doser to 
the mi crop hone. Th e e nginee r would be listening with bis ear
phones and \\'ol lid mo tion me to move do seI' . And the n if yoll had 

46. I~arbcr :lIld C reamer , Uh,,/Ku" '" 1/" G.lli;ni Sh,I, 150. 
47. Nimmons intc .... ·it :w. 

48. W"I""r L. "Rt. 'd " I,>:,,'ocr, ;"1<' .... ·;e"" ,,·;. h : .... hor. ·t;ll b h:.ssce. H I .. 17 Oc'oh,'r 
t974, 
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Waho: .. L. "Reel " I\: ,rh"r in lito: WRu r studio in H.l:H . /\frer ~,~"In;u ion tlt;u )'0: ;0" . 
I\

;orl)t't' 
tOl) I: " b .. o;,tlt::'-~ ' ing job wi, It tlto: Cincinn;u i Ro:.k 110: ]a,e r e "l'ned natiun· 

wi,le laut(' announcing ti,,' dtt: Bn .. ,I: I)' n 1)O< lgct'l; "tI d No:w York Y;mk("cs. r"'''rl~' oJ 
I~' U,,"'1'tli ly oJH"'''/1I ('.oJ/IX ' oJJOImllJ/i~", ""tI e",,,,,,,,,,ir{lli,,,,,> . Gai" ',>,, ,lIt. 

a big roar fro nl the crowd-yoll learned eariy-),oll 'd ju st have to 
stop t;llking. 09 Barbe r car ried his own materials to hel p h im during 
games, includin g charI.'; o r his OWIl design that c na bled him to 
ident il), players a t a glan ce . 

AllUtll er spo rts announcer was Olis I~oggs, who joined the stalT 
in 193 9 alld fo r many year s d id play- by- pla)' an nounci ng fo r WR Ut" 

and its sta tewidc football and basketball ne tworks. T he ex pansion 
o f spo rts progl~ ll lH ni ng strained the sta tion 's budge\' and new ways 

· t~) . lbid . 
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were found to broadcast sporling e"e nt s . ~Somctimcs in those days 
another thi ng lhal they did a 10l .~ recalled Boggs. Mille)' used Wt:SI
cm Un ion ' re-creations.' Ratht: r th ' lIl sc nd a crew Ollt ... they'd gel 

Western Un io n to suppl y an o perato r lw telegrap h p lay-by+ pla )' in
fon nalion J ... and they'd re-crea te the game with sound feo-eelS 
crea

ted 
in the studio]. You'd neve r know if the guy was sending you 

the riglll informaLion-hc 'd leave 0 111 thin gs ami )'011 \ \ have to fi ll 
in ad·l ib, so it was a wi ld deal doi ng those.~.!/I Ariel" an espec ially 
good broadcasl of an exciting game, as ma n y as 150 letters and tele
grams might come in from listcllcrs. 

\NR UF's service as th e only regul ar rad io source of Univers ity 
o f Florida football galllCS drcw allc ru ion from SI<IIC oflicials in Tal
lahassee, ma ny o f who III were un ive rs ity alum ni . In thc l11id -1930s 

th e leg islat lll'c madc furtllcr appropria tions of Siale money contin
gent o n \\'RUf's contin ued broadcasts o f Gators fOOlban.~' 

BUI the eco nomic d iffi culties of the Depression era left a 
chron ic shortage of funds, making progress dimcult at WRUf . 
~Thc financial plight of the station was de sperate," Red Barber re
membered ; there was an emplo yee pay cut 

while I was thert.'-in filct in 1931. T he reason I can date it 
is because Ra lph Nimmons left early in 193 1 and I gOt his 
job [as chief an no uncer] and I \\~IS supposed to get $ 150 
pe r month. I'd pla nn ed lO g(!1 m;u-r i(!d o n thal. 011 the 28'" 
of March . And 1x:fore I could ge l my fi rs t check and get 
mar ried , the rew;\s a 10 pe rcent CUI , whi ch meant t.holt I gOt 
$ 135 . .. and thai was 1I0t restored d uring the lime Ihal I 
II~,IS there, and I left in March of 1934. At one tim e during 
that period, the slale wa s unable to pay on schedu le ilS sal
<lrie

s 
at the un ive rsity ami they used scrip for a sho rt tirnc.w 

Al bert Hend rix also remem bered the financial cn rnch . pa ni cul ari}' 
those tim es when "the stale JUSt couJdn "I pay o fT because they 
didn 't hal'e the mo ney and it lasted a good long tim e be fore we gOt 
paid , And we d idn't gel paid all at once anyway, ... During the lime 
whell we didn 't get paid , the}' rI ll e IIn ive rsil r's agricu hur' ll experi
ment station 1 g;we liS rn il k, ... th e), gave us bunches of gree ns. they 

:-,0. O lis Ik»!;!,"' . irllcn 'kw wit h .mrhm, Gaincs,·illc. n >l. , 8 Ocrol~1" 197'1. 
:,

1. Sma
ll , -Surrmmr y Ilistul")' of WRUF (and WRUF·FM ).-

52. I\;,, ·t,.,r in1cr\";c" '. 
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!p1' ·C us SWI!(!t pOtaI.OCS. Thcyj ust helped ; you could g-o down th ere 
and pick it up. "'" 

By 1933, some statc officials proposcd selling- WR UF to private 
interests, sin ce tlie bendiL~ derived from lhe stil lion did not seem 
to o utweigh the COsts o f opera tio n. E\"clI ma ny IIcwspapc rs that ear 
lier had supported WRUF turned their backs 011 it. In Ma rch . the 
Associated Dai li es of Florida un an imoll sly opposed ~a ny sale or 
leasing- of the state-owlled radio statio n WRUF to any commercial 
int(~n!sts,- recomme nding instead ", he ab olitio n o f said stal ion in

a .s nlllch as it docs not have the power to advertise Florida nat ionall y 
and is nOt needed by Ihe agricultural de partmen t o f the Uni"ersit y 
o f Florida , whose nceds Cil ll be served gra tis by other radio stat ions 
ill th e stale."" The associatio n gave no reason as to why it would 
r.lthcr have the station silllply shutd own Iv l\C I\ a sale or lease to pri
'<;IIC o penll. o rs could hav( ! ge nerat ed revenue fo r lhe SUIlC . 

Still. nOl c\'cryu ne turned against \VRUF. The Flo rida ElI gi
neerillg Socie ty favored ke(!pin g the stat.ion o n I.he ai r and , in 
April. urged - the ex tension of time o n the air fo r radio statio n 
WRUF ami _ .. that radio resear ch by Ihe c nginceling experimclH 
stali o n 1.)(! fl trth er encollraged."~' 

Earl y ill Mil Y. the Icgisialllrc pondered what to do. A senate 
cO

lllmilt
ee declared that ~fa iill rc t.o continu(! th is stat ion as a stal e 

activil), _ . . would be equ ivai e lll 10 junking c("Juipm cnl ,<;tlued at a 
l.oIal of SI0 9,5 21.70."'of' The 1'1'0 houses c"e ntuall )' agre ed 01\ it bil l 
to appropri:lIe S25,OOO to WRUF, ;l ~pill o n the cOll dilioll th.1t il 
broadcast a ll U nivcrs it), of Flo rida foo lball games. Yel, tilt: measure 
also leli o pc n the possi bililY of leasing the statio II to pri\<;lI c inte r

CSls. 
T h e decision prodd(:d Gar land Powt·1I 10 see k OUI adve rtisers 
whose support could makc WRUF sdf-sullicic nl , the reby avo idi ng: 

being leased 0 111. Powell arrang ed for the CBS Radio Ne twork to 
feed an ho ul" o f programming in th e lat e afte rnoons, agreeing: I hat 
ill ret urn WRUF wOIlld broadcast Ihe Ch(!s lerHcld Ci~arct.le Com
pany's popular 15- minulC program. 

By 1937, with Sial e reve nu es low, Ihe k gislatur e agai n d(:ba'ed 
w heth e r 10 continue funding ""RUF. Statc Senator Spessard Hol-

53. l lcnd r;x ;111<·"·;<:\\". 
!1'1. IJaj/y SlIIt. tf. M:.r ch H!3~1. 

[, f •. Ihid .. If; " lwi1 193:t 
flji. lhi/I., I t ~ t ar 19:13. 
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land (a Unive rs ity of F10 lida a lumn us and fUHlr c U.S. senator) vig
oroll sl)' opposed a llocalin g morc money . He "demanded that the 
un iversity radio sta tion beco me se lf-suppo rt ing and Ihal no mo nc), 
be appropria lCd to opera te it. Aft er co ns icl cr:.lbl e d ebate t.he Legis
lature appro priated funds. with lhe provisio l1 th at the station cam 
1110 re through advertising to hel p susta in i tsclr. ~ Bul Powe ll fo und 
il diOicult to a ttrac t advertisers. Th e sia lion 's l11os t.]y nll~ll service 
resulted in a re la tively slll <l llli slc lli ng audie nce. COlIscqucnu),. C I~S 

dropped its programs from WRUF. ThOl': lgh lhe leg islawr c nar 
rowly approH !d an appropr iati01 I. Go\'erno r Fred P. Cone vc toed il . 
and the Board of Colllrol held scvc ra l lncc lings to disc us.~ \VRUF's 
fUllI

re, Powe
ll and the station 's all o m ey in 'Washin gto n , D.C. , even

tua lly convinced the board tha t the Fed era l Communi catio ns Co m
mission would be unl ikely 10 app rove a lease armn gem e nt in whi ch 
the state re tained oWllc rship o f \" RUF while allowing privat e in te r
ests to run it . l'l a\~ ng le w o pt io ns, Ih e Board ofConlrol decided to 

promo Ie co mmercial co mpetiti on Oil the public stati on and "i n
struc ted lhe directo r to go a ll ou t an d acct:pt a ll manne r ofad\'e r
lising excep t whiskey, beer an d wines."' '' Ad ditio nally, in order 10 
a tt ra ct ma rc listeners and a(h'c rtiscr s. Ih e sta tio n schedu led mo re 
en l.C nainln ent programming, Ih o ugh it continued to Cllrry 11CW S 

and other infonll<ttivc progr.lIllS. 
Having begun lhe decade as a public-snpported sta tion . by 

1940. \VRUF wa s a full y commercial c lllc rprisc. Il evo lve d in olhe r 
important \V;:1) 'S as we ll-aband o ning its o riginal sta te publici ty mis
sion . hiring studen ts as paid announcers, and shifting fro m mostly 
edu cati onal prob>TI1 ms to a mai nly e lilc rtainm ellt fonnaL T hese 
chal'ges se t the precede nt for WR UF's o pel'ati ons in late r rear s. To
da

y, 
it remains a comm ercial operation , providing ent crtainm ent 

and news to listCllCrs in Gainesvill e am i the surrounding area. 
WR UF now is oper.u ed by the Universit y o f Florida College o f J our
nalism and Communications. wi th swdi os in Weimer Hall. II slill 
employs and trains studen ts pursuing telecommun ication careers . 
But it ,.".'s during WR UF' s early year s , in panicular the decade of the 
1930s, Ih,1.I WR UF's essen tia l style and cha'~,lCler wcre dCI,er mined . 

:;7, "Radio SI:lIi on WRUF . " ;" '1 I: 
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