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L BACKGROUND, ASSUMPTIONS, AND DEFINffiONS

Introduction

On December9, 1992, Case Western Reserve University Library began the workofcreating its first
virtual library in the geological sciences. Ten more discipline-based virtual libraries will be
developed by the end of 1994. One of the most vital components of a virtual library is the
intellectual access to information and knowledge resources in all formats, thus the control
mechanisms enabling access become very important issues which challenge traditional approaches
in the construction of classification schemes, thesauri, and other types of controlled vocabularies.
This paper presents some basic and important considerations in the process of developing
intellectual access and control mechanisms for discipline-based virtual libraries.

This paper explores the idea that a virtual library environment represents the future of information
management, leading eventuallyto knowledge management The paper discusses the possibilities
for developing user-framed access and control mechanisms to enable the virtual library
environment The authors represent three distinct perspectives: a Director who has spent a career
conceptualizing the future of information use and management including the articulation ofwhat
will be required to realize such a concept, a project manager trying to clarify the component parts
of a new, media-intensive information environment, and a classification researcher and faculty
member exploring applications of access and control mechanisms in this new environment. In a
spirit ofmutual respect, the authors have combined their questions, concerns, and comments in this
paper. Our hope is that in articulating some of the issues surrounding virtual libraries, classification
researchers whose work addresses the essential issues ofaccess will be able to apply their expertise
to these issues.

For this discussion, the term virtual library refers to an environment, an environment in which the
client services aspect is the most commonly referred to and the most immediately relevant to the
user. In our discussion, a virtnallibrary environment is not access to some local or remote OPAC,
nor is it access to the Internet or some specific listserver on the Internet. The client server
component of a virtual library environment may offer all of the latter as part ofclient services, but
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