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[0:00 - 0:09] OtterPod Music Start

[0:09 - 0:14] Christian: Hey there! Welcome to the OtterPod! I’m Christian Rota.

[0:14 - 0:16] Amanda: My name is Amanda Gaffney.

[0:16 - 1:09] Christian: And you are listening to “The Monterey Welcome: Return of the

Japanese American Incarcerees.” Today we’ll be looking at the reception the Japanese received

once they were allowed to return home in 1945 after their long, racially-motivated incarceration.

Our story will begin in Salinas, a city in Monterey County, whose residents came together to

organize against the returning Japanese Incarcerees. While this kind of response was pretty

typical in cities along the West Coast, the Salinas community was uniquely motivated by

competition over land and farming. Now what makes this entire story so interesting is in how the

rest of the Monterey community reacted in response to the Salinas resistance. On May 11, 1945,

a petition was published in the local paper that actually welcomed back the returning Japanese

and supported their return.1

1 O'Donnell, W. M. “The Democratic Way Of Life For All.” Monterey Peninsula Herald. May 11, 1945.
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[1:09 - 1:32] Christian: With some help from two local historians that we interviewed, Tim

Thomas2, a fisheries historian, and Larry Oda3, a

Japanese American Citizens League (JACL)

member and former president, we will travel back

to explore the social climate around that time.

We’ll look into the motivations behind the Salinas

and Monterey responses and try to figure out why

the Monterey community was so welcoming to the

Japanese Americans.

[1:32 - 1:35 ] OtterPod Music Break

[1:35 - 1:49] Amanda: On April 23, 1945, an

organization named The Monterey Bay Council on

Japanese Relations published an anonymous

article in the Monterey Peninsula Herald under the

headline: “Organization to Discourage Return of

Japanese to the Pacific Coast.” 4

4 O'Donnell, W. M. “Organization to Discourage Return of Japanese to the Pacific Coast.” Monterey
Peninsula Herald. April 23, 1945.

3 Gaffney, Amanda, Sat Kartar Khalsa, and Christian Rota. Larry Oda Zoom Interview. Personal,
November 14, 2021.

2 Gaffney, Amanda, Sat Kartar Khalsa, and Christian Rota. Tim Thomas Zoom Interview. Personal,
November 14, 2021.
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[1:49 - 2:11] Christian: The organization’s stated purposes were to “conduct . . . an education

program regarding the background, history . . . and future disposition of Japanese in the United

States of America.” Their goal was to stop the Japanese from returning to the Pacific Coast and

encourage the establishment of strict legislation designed to restrict and discourage them.

[2:11 - 2:17] Amanda: But what was the motivation behind Salinas’ decision to discourage the

Japanese from returning home? Here are Tim and Larry to explain.

[2:17 - 2:21] Tim: Really it’s about land. That’s really what it was all about.

[2:21 - 3:20] Larry: Salinas was known as the Salad Bowl of the world. For the amount of

lettuce and other green vegetables that were grown there. And the fact is that, over half of the

crop was grown by Japanese farmers, who only had, I think 40% of the land. So they were very

productive and the other farmers in the Salinas Valley saw that, you know, here all the vegetables

were coming out of these little farms. Their farms were much larger, but they couldn’t produce

that number of crop, I guess. So in my mind they were jealous. And they thought that, well, you

know if we can get that land we can be the ones growing the most crops. They saw the

opportunity to seize that land, you know, when the Japanese were taken away.

[3:20 - 3:24] OtterPod Music Break
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[3:24 - 4:09] Amanda: Where

Salinas was openly hostile when it

came to the Japanese returning

home, Monterey reacted in a much

different way. Just two days after

the anti ad was published, the

Herald began receiving letters to the

editor from readers who objected to

the ideas put forward by this

organization. Several letters were

published in the days that followed.

One of these letters from April 26,

1945 quoted officials that

acknowledged the mixed motives of

the anti-Japanese movements in

California. Austin E. Anson, a

lobbyist for a shipper-grower

association is quoted as saying.

"We're charged with getting rid of the Japs for selfish reasons." and the Chairman of the Board of

Supervisors of Santa Barbara Country is quoted as saying, "We don't want to see the time return

when we have to compete with the Japs again in this valley."5

5 O'Donnell, W. M. “Letter Box.” Monterey Peninsula Herald. April 26, 1945.
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[4:09 - 4:14] Amanda: Given this anti-Japanese sentiment, those writing in to the editor to

object also felt the need to take it further.

[4:14 - 5:30] Tim: Monterey is very unique; this is the only place we know of on the West Coast

where this happened. Where there was a real output to try to welcome the Japanese community

home. This was done mainly by women, it was a small group of women led by a woman named

Toni Jackson. Toni was a pretty political person, she was very progressive and when this

organization from Salinas sent out this notice in the local newspaper, that they were trying to

stop the Japanese from returning home to the West Coast. She was so incensed that they created

this group, again, mostly women, where they went around the Monterey Peninsula gathering

signatures to welcome the Japanese community home. Guaranteeing their full Democratic Rights

as American Citizens and they gathered close to 600 signatures. But what gets me is the people,

you don’t... the names you don’t recognise. The, you know, the working class people who took a

lot of chances in some cases, to sign that petition. Especially in 1945.

[5:30 - 5:33] OtterPod Music Break

[5:33 - 5:56] Christian: Signing the petition was a dangerous risk to take. The people who put

their names on that list risked drawing the attention of the anti-Japanese members of the

community. If someone like your boss didn’t support the Japanese return and saw your name on
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there, you were at risk of losing your job. Signing meant potentially jeopardizing both your

financial security and reputation.

[5:56 - 6:00] OtterPod Music Break

[6:00 - 6:28] Amanda: Apart from putting their reputations on the line, our guests shared stories

of the participants who signed taking other steps to actively support the Japanese return. This

included helping them get new jobs or getting their jobs back. More support came from the

Japanese community itself. Many stayed at the JACL until they could find new working and

living arrangements, for example. Our guests shared these stories, about how the community was

involved beyond the petition, with us. Tim and Larry talked with us about what made Monterey

such a uniquely welcoming community.

[6:29 - 7:23] Tim: It’s a small community, that’s a big part of it. In Monterey it was fishing, not

farming, and everybody was affected by the fishing industry one way or another. Everybody

worked in it, one way or another. And they all, these guys, these Japanese boys, these Italian

boys, they all grew up together, they all went to school together, they all played together and so

they all knew each other, They relied on each other in a lot of ways. The Canaries in particular

really relied on the Japanese help, working in the canaries or the big demand for Sardines during

the war years and after the war. They really wanted those workers to come back to work in those

canaries. And there was some resistance, there were letters that were written to The Herald that
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they were coming back to work in there. But all about the economics, really; I mean, they were

bringing in money. So they were welcome back.

[7:23 - 7:37] Amanda: We can see the demand for workers reflected in the “Help Wanted” ads

published in the local paper, as well. One ad appeals to the reader's patriotism, noting that if

workers don’t participate in the industry the soldiers won’t have any fish to eat.6

[7:37 - 7:40] OtterPod Music Break

[7:40 - 7:56] Christian: Now Monterey definitely wasn’t the only fishing community in

California and if it was just the Japanese presence in the industry then surely we would have seen

a similar welcome from other places. But what made Monterey so different was their unique

union structure.

[7:56 - 8:36] Tim: In the fishing world, Monterey at that time is the only place that I know of

where the fishermen actually had one Union. So, other parts of California, all the ethnic groups

6 O'Donnell, W. M. “Cannery Help Wanted.” Monterey Peninsula Herald, 1945.
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had separate Unions; Monterey they had one, and that’s primarily because, as I mentioned, this

was a small town. The guys all knew each other. They all played [and] went to school together. It

wasn’t uncommon for the Japanese boys, when they were growing up, to first learn to speak

some Italian before you learn to speak English. …and those Italian boys who first learn some

Japanese before they learn to speak English. That was pretty common. I don’t know [any other]

place in California where that happened, but here.

[8:37 - 8:56] Christian: So unlike many other places around California, the people of Monterey

really interacted with and worked alongside the Japanese as fellow community members. It was

a really good example of the American melting pot in action. But there was actually one other

thing that brought the community together. The classic American pastime of baseball.

[8:56 - 8:59] Tim: They all played baseball together.

[9:00 - 9:17] Larry: That’s where they learned each other's language. The interaction when

you’re playing baseball and someone says something and you say ‘What’s that mean?’. It builds

a community.

[9:17 - 9:23] OtterPod Music Break

[9:23 - 9:59] Christian: And with that, we’re back to the May petition. The strong integration of

the Japanese into the community is the biggest reason why Toni Jackson and the other petitioners
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got together to welcome the Japanese home. They weren’t competing with the Japanese over

land like the farmers in Salinas. Instead, they were trying to work together, spurred on by the

demands of the fishing industry and a shared sense of community. The LetterBox letters they

sent and the petitions they signed were all in service of bringing the Japanese Americans back

home. A real Monterey Welcome.

[9:59 - 10:07] OtterPod Music Break

[10:08 - 10:34] Amanda: Executive producers of the Otterpod are Dr. Sara Salazar Hughes and

Dr. Chrissy Lau. Theme music by Eric Mabrey. Our hosts are Christian Rota and Amanda

Gaffney. Audio editing done by Christian Rota and Sat Kartar Khalsa, and our script writers and

researchers are Sat Kartar Khalsa, Christian Rota, and Amanda Gaffney. We’d also like to give a

special thanks to our guest historians and interviewees Tim Thomas, Larry Oda, and Sandy

Lydon.

[10:35 - 10:54] Amanda: If you’d like to learn more about these events, you can go to the

OttorPod site where we’ll provide links to library news archives, JACL, Museums, pdf’s of the

news articles/letters referenced, and a transcript of this Podcast. Also look out for the upcoming

documentary on the Monterey Petition titled, “Enduring Democracy: The Monterey Petition”

coming soon in 2022. 7

7“Enduring Democracy: The Monterey Petition.” JACL Monterey Peninsula California, March 21, 2018.
https://jaclmonterey.org/2017/11/05/documentary-update/.
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[10:55 - 11:06] OtterPod Music Break

______________________________________________________________________________

For more information:

● Monterey Library News Archives

(https://monterey.org/services/library/education___research/historical_newspapers.php)

● JACL Website (https://jacl.org/)

● JACL Monterey Hall and Museum (https://jaclmonterey.org/)
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