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FOREWORD 

In the preparation of this paper many materials have 

been used from the University of Texas Librar y , Austin; 

the Estill Librar y , Hunt s ville; and the Rosenberg Library, 

Galveston . It is the hope of the writer that from these 

varied sources have been woven together at least a few facts 

that will be helpful to students of Texas Histor y . I f 

nothing else has been accomplished, some sources in this 

field of history ha ve p erhaps been made more accessible . 

The s ub je ct herein treated, however, is s o broad in its 

scope t hat many top ics had t o be touched up on lightly and 

others omi tted ent irel y . 

The writer is indebted i n general t o the st affs of the 

above named librarie s for t heir k ind assistance; in partic

ular, t o Mr s . Al ice Boynton of t he Estill Library and to ir. 

J . S . Ibbotson and Miss Stella Breedlove of t he Rosenberg 

Librar y , for aiding her in finding sour ce material s. Fi 

nally the writ er wishes to make grat eful a cknowledgement to 

Dr. J . L. Clark for his clear-cut criticisms, his intelli

gent direction and his sympathetic interest, and to Dr. 

S. E. Smith and Dr . C. O. Stewart, who kindly rea d the 

man.us cri pt. 
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CHAPI'ER I 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Authentic history and romantic legend combine to make 

the story of the early days of Galveston Island most inter

esting . The Isl and fi gured in a series of hi storic episodes 

which affected not only the city of Galveston, but the state 

and nation as well. Many peoples-- Indian , European, 

American--have had a part in shaping the hist or y of that 

I sland. 

The usually accepted version of the early history of 

this region is that years before white settlers reached 

America, Galveston I sland was fre quently visited by lndians 

who came t o hunt and fish. In 1528 a band of Karankawa war

riors f ound a number of white men almost dead from exposure 

and t hirst i n a boat which had been carried upon t he shore 

of Gal vest on I sland by the waves of the Gulf . 'fhese men 

were Cabeza de Vaca and hi s companions, Spanis h survivors of 

t he Narvaez exp e dition, which had set out to c onquer Florida . 

Cabeza de Vaca and t hree of t he othe r wen, the story con

tinues, were held cap tive for six years by t hese Indians. 

After his escape in 1534, Cabeza de Vaca journeyed westward 

to a settlement in r; exi co. He later returned to Spain and 

wrote an a ccount of his travels in the new world. Malhado 

was the name he gave to the island where he had suffered 
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so many pr i vations. 1 

In 1727 t h i s i s l and was n a:ned Galvez by Don Jose Gal vez, 

governor of Louisi ana . This name was changed to Galveztown 

and later to Galveston . 

Louis Aur y , command ant - general of New Granada , with a 

band of desp erat e men, established himself on Galveston Is

l and in 1817 and be came civil and militar y governor of the 

Island . Here Aury engaged in p ira cy , robbing ships of all 

nations, and smuggling Negroes i nt o the United States in 

violation of t he l aw . The enterprise flourished and many 

rich pri zes were cap t ured by t he pirates. Colonel Henr y 

Perry, one of the s urvivor s at t he Battle of Med ina i n 1813, 

and Xavier Kina , a r evolutionist f rom Por t - au- Prin ce , j oined 

force s ·wi th Aur y i n 1817 . The se men went on a fil a bus t er i ng 

exp edition i nt o L'exico . Thi s e xpedition vas a failure , so 

Aury r et ~r ned t o Gal vest on , onl y to fi nd J ean Lafitt e , t he 

Sout h 's most f amous pirat e , i n control of the Is land . 2 

lafitt e est ablished e laborat e he adquart er s and built 

t he p irat e t own of Carnpe a chy on or ne ar the pr e s ent site of 

Gal vest on . By the end of 1817 Lafitte's follov,ers nunbered 

more t han one t hous and men . Their depr edations were carr ied 

on to such an extent t hat Spanish cor:JII1erce i n the gulf was 

1 H. E. Bolton , Spanish Borderl ands, pp. 19- 45 . 

2 E. c. Bar ker, editor, Readings in, Texas History, pp . 42-
50 . 
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al mos t de,stroyed . The activi ti e s of his men brought Lafitt e 

i nt o disfavor wit h the United .Stat es Government . After r e 

ceiving order s t o abandon Galvest on Is l and , Lafitt e and his 

fol l ower s sailed awa i n 1821. 3 

The same reason th at led sea r overs when sailing t he 

·.;.rest ern gulf t o st eer t oward the quiet wat ers of the bay be-. 

t we en Gal veston Island and t he mainland , known l ater as Gal

vest on Bay , also lead t he early set t lers t o value it as a 

harbor and t o des ire the establishruent of a port on t he 

island . St ephen F. Austi n , wh ile l aboring t o est abli s h a 

colony i n Texas , became greatly i nt e r ested in Galveston Bay 

and Gal vest on Is l and . :.:rany le tt ers concerning this region 

passed bet ween Austin and the offi cials of the UE- x ican 

Goverrur:.ent . The elilpr esario was seeki ng gr aD.t of 1 nd on 

t he western end of Gal ves ton Island with permission to es 

t ablist a town there . 1i.f t er being refused the gr tlnt, Aust i n 

secured the legalizati on of a port at Gulveston in 1 8 25 . 4 

Yany settlers who came to 'I'exas entE:red t hrough this por t . 

The ::.:exic an gove r nment in 1 6 31 dir e ct ed tt.e const r u ction of 

a small wooden building t o be used as a custom house on 

Galveston Island . t t hat time t his was t he only buildin19 

on the island . Custom officials wer e ordered t o Galveston 

to enforce t he custom laws . 

3 Ibid ., pp . 50- 58 . 

4 E. C. Bar ker, editor , Austin Papers , vol . I I , p art I , 
p . 964 . 
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Beyond the attempts at colonizing around Galveston Bay, 

whi ch led to numerou s clas hes between colon ists and customs 

collectors, there was l ittle of interest i n t hat locality 

betwe en 1 8 25 and t he outbre ak of the Texas Revolution . It 

is well to note here, however, t hat during t he latter part 

of 1835 a decree was issued creating t he customs district 

of Gal veston . This district embraced t hat part of the coast 

of Texas between t he we s tern line of Zavala's colony and 

Oyster Creek and also i ncluded all of the bays , harbors, 

rivers, creeks and i nlets . 5 

As the Texas Re volution progr essed Galveston Bay be

came the rendezvous of a smal l navy of thre e vessels, do

nated by friend s of the Republic to be used i n the war . 

Early in April, 1836 , the brig Pocket, loade d with supplies 

for the Mexicans, was captur ed and brought to Gal veston . 

Letters were found on board thi s ship. These documents, 

dated April 7 and 8 , 18 36 , told of Sant a Anna's i ntention to 

capture t he se aport and pl ace 1, 000 soldiers on Galve ston 

Island . Be cause of this knowl e dge and t he near appr oa ch of 

the enemy , t he s chooner Independence was stationed in the 

bay for defense of the Island . The Texans were without ar

tillery ; but some friends in Cincinnati, Ohio , had p rocured 

a couple of guns and had shipped t hem t o Texa s . These guns 

were re ceived at Galveston and were delivered to General 

5 H. H. Bancroft, history of North 11exican St ates and Texas, 
vol. I I, p . 100. 
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Houston, Commander-in- chief of the Texas Army . A troop of 

volunteers who also had arrived at Gal ve s ton placed t hem

selves under the command of Col onel James .i.;organ , a merchant 

whos e st ore a.t New •J a shington, l at er ca lled Morgan 's Point, 

had been destroyed by Sant a Anna . Under Morgan 's orders 

they built a mud f ort on t he east end of Gal veston Island 

and named it Fort Tr avis. The t as k of ere ct ing t his defense 

was difficult and it was a ccomplished slowl y . To obt a in an 

adequat e suppl y of l abor was the main problem on t he Island 

and s laves were used t o a large extent. At one time Morgan 

wrote to Thomas J . Rus k , Se cret ary of War of t he Republi c of 

Texas , that he was t aking t wo yoke of oxen and al l t he men 

he had at Morgan ' s Poi nt, and that he had a lso procured 

forty slaves to work on the fortifications at Galveston . 6 

f ew days l at er Rus k sent an order for his slaves t o be 

delivered t o Ben F . Smith , t hus depriving Morgan of t he as 

sist ance needed to forti fy Galveston. 7 

A communi cation at this t ime from J . S . Lane , a member 

of t he counci l at La Bahi a f rom De cember, 1 8 35 , to il a rch , 

18 36 , sets fort h s ome of t he fears t hen current and offers 

s uggestions for defense . In t his l etter Lane s t at es that 

Galveston Island was of gr eat import ance as it was t he last 

pl ace t o make a st and if t he army were defeat ed ; t he onl y 

6 Morgan ' s Pape r s , Letter from Uorgan to Rusk , April 1 2 , 
1836 , Rosenberg Li brar y , Galveston, Texas . 

7 Ibid ., Letter f r om Rus k to .,1organ , April 16, 1 836 . 



place from which to r ece ive supplies; and that it was sure 

t o be attacked by t he 1,:exicans . 8 

6 

·i✓ hen Santa Anna approa ched Harrisburg, April 15, 1836 , 

the Texas Gover nment dispersed , t o reass emble a t Galveston . 

Most of the goveril.Ilient officials wi t h their f amilies were 

carried to Gal vest on on the Flash , a schooner which some 

historians called the Kos ciusko . On thi s vessel were Bailey 

Hardeman , Secretary of t he Treasury , his wi fe and t wo sons; 

Colone l Rober t Potter , 3ecret ar y of t he Navy; Mr s . David G. 

Burnet , wife of t he President, and her s on, ·,Hlli aru ; and 

Lorenzo de Zaval a , Vice-President, and hi s children . On the 

morn i ng of April 17 , Pr esident Burnet came a board the boat . 9 

At Edwards Point, eighty or ninet y other refugees were taken 

aboard the schooner, making t he total number of passengers 

about one hundred fif t y . Al l were t aken to Galveston . As 

t here was onl y the custom house on this island , it was ne c

essary t o construct a ma keshift s helter for the President 

and his f amily f rom s uch material as was at hand . un Apri l 

19 t he Government reassembled at Galv eston , and t hat place 

be came the temporary capit a l . On April 26 t idings of 

8 Ibi d . , J . s . Lane , Undate d Mss. to "Pres i dent and others 
~ ncerned i n defense of Gal vest on Island . " 

9 Dr . Alex Di enst, "The Navy of t he Republic of Texas , " The 
Texas Historical ~uart erly , vol . XII , pp . 193-19 5 . - 
President Burnet came out i n a rowboat and joined the 
other r efugees when t hey were a.bout midway betwe en Clap
per ' s and Red Fish Bars . On r eaching Galveston Island, 
t he Fla.sh came t o anchor near t he old cust oru house which 
stood off what is now Avenue A and l!; leventh .:3treet . 



CHAPI' ER II 

GALVESTON C-NDER THE LONE STAR 

It was in 1836 that the first definite move was made 

t o est ablish a city on Galveston Island. Colonel Hichel B. 

Menard in December of that year paid t o the Texas Republi c 

$50,000 for one league and one labor of land on the east 

end of Galveston Island , the present site of the city of 

Galveston . According t o t he terms of the cla im, the Gover n

~ent reserved t he land from "the extreme east end of t he I s

land of Gal veston, running west on the north side of the 

Island until it strikes a Bayou a s hort di stance above t he 

pr esent fort , thence up S8id Bayou t o its source, then in a 

straight line across the Island t o the Gulf, containing 

fifteen a cres more or less; also one block in a suitable 

part of the town for a Customs House or other public uses. nl 

The block selected was bounded by Avenues A and Band by 

Tremont and Twenty- fourth Streets . A Customs Ho~se was 

erected on thi s block of ground in 1837 . The building was 

completed October 1, 18 37, and was destroyed by a hurri cane 

five day s later . No other public building was erected on 

this property and the Republic of Texas disposed of it for 

1 H. F . N. G8.lllI:1el, Laws of Texa s, vol . I, p . 1130, 1131. 
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On June 12, 1837 , an act was passed to dispose of t he 

9 

remainder of Galveston Isl and. The Secret ar y of the Trea

sury was authori zed and required to have the Island surveyed 

and sold--except t he league and labor sold t o Menard--in 

lots of not less t han ten nor more t han forty acres. The 

auction was t o be held the se cond Monday of the next Novem-

i H 
3 ber , at t he St ate House n ouston . 

These act s forme d the basi s for the settlement of 

Gal veston . As early as November, l .'337 , lots were advertised 

fo r s ale by t he Galveston City Company . Those forming the 

Comp any were M. B. rlenard, President, Thomas F . McKinney , 

Samuel M. Williams , John K. Allen and Mosely Baker. This 

was the real beginning of Galve ston as a definite unit of 
4 

governTient in t he Republi c. 

The first permanent settlement on the Island was made 

in 1837 . In t he Sfu~e year Gal veston was made a port of 

entry by the Congress of the Texas Republic and Gail Bordon 

was appoint ed collector of customs . Commerce had sought 

out the harbor at Gal veston as the best in the Republic. 

2 Ben C. Stuart, "Early Bay Settlers," The Galveston News, 
February 17, 1907, p . 13. 

3 H. P . N. Gammel, .QE.• cit., pp . 1327, 1328 . 

4 Williams' Papers, Rosenberg Library, Galveston, Texas. 
The original of this agreement bearing the date of 
December 14, 1836 , was written in longhand and is eas
ily legible . All details of the agreement of t hose 
participating therein are covered. 
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Many i mroifr ant s of substantial raeans anu industrious habits 

arrived t hE:J. t year. J ome went into the int erior of the s t ate, 

but 1uany relliained on t.he I sland and contributed tu the 

growt h of the c i t y . Galveston ..:.1ade steady progress f r om 

the beginning of tli.e Republi c. By t hE e nd of 183? u post 

office ha<l bE:en established wi th Peter i.'. nurd. ~s postmas ter. 

iic #as a brothtr uf Llic~el E. k enard . 

The Gul veston C · t y Co1..1p01.Ly in 1 83G 61.:.ployeu J ohn .lJ . 

Gros beck to 1,1a k e u l:f1.&.rV(.Y 6.lld c1 ruap o!' t he city . i n laying 

ul..i.t tile Ci t y 01' Gtilve::3tun , pruvls i or... we.s ;:;.:_uuc for a series 

of parks , one block ill 1:i.l.'etl ut t~u- uluck ut~rv~ls b~tween 

.... venues G and 1: . ·r 1w citl \-:a s well laid out for f~turt) de

velop~ent as foreseen by t ht founders , tile cl. i et llt;i.tural 

fe;~turts being t llc wu.to r front ii long t ll t;; norther.u. shore 

next to t he cha.Ilntl , and t he beach along th~ G~lf side . 

BefOl'c th€ €.lld of t ht y e i:.r l G~o t h oon...puny had sold 

seven huudred lots &t lill avt;;rag~ price of ~400 per lot. 

iii th t his s ubst antial suc cess Gal ve s t on City Con.pfillY v.as i n 

corporated February o , l e 41 , 'uy w1 act of t he Congress of 

the Republi c of T~x&s . 

Galve s ton Count y was crtl1:1.t ed Ai~:, lb , l o5c. , anti the city 

of &alveston wa8 wad~ t he co\ility- seut of the c ount~ . The 

first nev,spape r established aft er t h founding of thti c i t y 

v1as 'l'hc Goullilt::r c ial l nt el l igence , issued in J uly , 1 8 3 b , by 

JoL.n. 3 . Ev~ns . The se oonci paper ¼as 1~e Civil ian anu Gal

veston Cit y Gazet t e , est ab l ished by EEllliilton St uart in 1838 . 



The Galveston Daily News , the onl y one of the early paper s 
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s urviving , was f i rst print ed in 1842 . The naval base of 
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the Republic of Texas was est a bl ished i n Galves t on in 1841. 

In t he l a te ' 30's a number of r e spons ible merchants 

opened p laces of busi ne s s in the City of Galveston and many 

buildings v1ere ere cted. Ve s sels we r e arriving da ily and t he 

harbor pre s ented t he appearance of an At lanti c port. · Dur i ng 

the fi r s t quart er of 18 38 t he i mport s through Galves ton were 

val ued at over a quart er of a million dol lars , and the duties 

collected were about $51,000 . 6 

William Kenned ' , in hi s histor y of Texas, gives a de

t ailed descri ption of bus ines s activities in Galveston i n 

1839 . According t o his state~ent, there were a t that time 

t wo l ar ge hotel s in oper at i on and t ~ree more under const r uc

tion, t hree wa r ehouses , fifteen ret ail storss, several 

l umber y ards , six li censed t aver ns, four coffee houses, t wo 

pr i nting offices, t wo drug store s , c onfectionari es and oyster 

houses . Representing the profe s sions, there were lawyer s, 

doctors, notarie s , magistretes and cons uls . .iilllong the 

trades , t here ,1ere carpent er s , pai nters, glaz i ers, cl ster n 

makers, cabi net ~akers, ship joiners , p l umbers , s a il ffiakers 

and r iggers, t in and s heet-iron manu!' a cturer s , black s illiths, 

wat ch and t i cke t menders, harness maker s, tailors, mill i ners, 

5 Cl arence Ousley , Galves t on in Nineteen Hundred, pp. 60, 
61 , 62 . 

6 B. K. Yoakum , Histor y of Texas, vol. II , pp . 241, 242. 
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dressmakers and ba.rbers . 'l'he r ap id i t y wi t h which t he busi 

ness district was built up is illustrat e d by the st atement 

that ninet y days before, t he t imber in sorue of the larger 

structures VJ as €r oviing in t he forests of !'a i ne . 7 

Before 1839 rel i gious affairs in Galves ton wer e in 

the hands of itinerant pre ac her s and t her e was no p l a ce to 

hold services unti l t he f irst s chool house was built . Re v

erend Henr y Re id, a Presbyteri an minister , pre a ched the 

first seraon on t he Island in 1836 . This s ervice was held 

in what was ca ll€d t he Ol d Navy Yar d . Two year s later 

Reverend V✓ • Y. Al l en , chaplain of t he Bouse of Represent a

tives , came t o Ga lvest on and held services during t he sp ring 

and s ummer . I n 1839 another Presbyterian prea cher , Reverend 

John ?:! cCullough , reported t he Gal veston church to t he Br azos 

Pr esbyt e r y when that body was organi zed . 8 
A churc h building 

was erected by the Presbyteri ans in 1840 . This was perhaps 

the first church erect ed on t he Island . Prior t o t his dat e 

!~r . McCullough and others preached i n the school house built 

by the Galve ston City Comp any . 

The Epi scopal Church made a begi nn i ng in Galveston 

about the srune t ime . In 1841 Ben j &:in F . Eaton , who was the 

? Nilli aro Kennedy , Texas : The Ri s e , Progress and Prosp cts 
of Texas , vol . II , pp . 40?, 408 . 

8 N. 3 . Red , editor , "Allen ' s Reminiscen ces of Texas , 1838 -
184 2 , " The Sout hwester n Historical '<o:.uarterly , vol. 
XXVII I, pp . 299 , 300 ; J . E . King , "A Brief h istory of 
The Ci t y of Gal vest on," The Gal vest on News , ?. .. ar ch 23 , 
1913, p . 13 . -- ---



first missionar y ordained in t he Hepubli c of Texas, Hent to 

Galveston and succeeded in erect ing in that ci t y an Episco

pal Church i n 184 2 . 

The t:etho dist s begun t heir v;or k i n Galve s t on in 1 8 40 , 

under ever end Thoma s O. SUL..J::1ers . Ji house of r1ors hip was 

ere cted in 1 843 wi t h f unds donated by F . yl and of l'. aryland, 

and t,as ne.Led Ryl and Chapel i n h is honor . 

On Januar y 30 , 1840 , the Baptists effected an organ i -
'· zation at · t he res i dence of Thomas II . Borde11, Ullder the 

l eade r shi p of Rever end J actes 1:u ckins . Gail Borden , ori g ina 

t or of the f or nwl a fo r condensed milk , was one of the first 

meEbers of t hi s church . At fir s t pri vat e r si dences 1ere 

used a s p l a ces of worship, but t vJO ye ar s l ater a building 

vms ere ct ed . 

In Januar y , 1 841 , Reverend J . 11. Od i n and Re verend N. H. 

Finn , Catholic priests , ar rived i n Galveston . An altar was 

set up i n the warehouse of Peter 1enar d , but later a Catho

lic Chur ch vms ere ct ed . This chur ch , which wo.s called St . 

Lary 's, was corc.pleted i n Fe bruary, 18 4 2 , a:c.d cost $900 .
9 

The fir s t lega l l y chartered chapter in Texas of Royal 

Arch l.rasons was organized at Galveston June 2 , 18 40 , and 

known as San Feli pe de Aust in, Chapter no . 1. The Odd 

Fell ows were not long i n fol l owing the example of t he 1.iasons , 

fo r Galves ton Lodge No . 3 of that organization was 

9 J . E. Ying , "A Brief Eis t or y of The City of Galveston , " 
The Galvest on News , t~arch 23 , 1913 , p . 1 3 . 
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10 
established in Galveston t he s ame year 1840) . The f irst 

schools taught i n the City of Gal vest on were conducte d in 

10 38 - 1839 by l.' iss Ilattie Robbi us and Profess or E. \Jal bridge . 

These p i one er t eachers . ·er e follov;ed l>y rofE:ssor J ar;;c s i~ash 

and those as sociat ed with hi m. 

any Ger Lan and English i lilffiigrant s arrived in Galveston 

aft er 1840 . The population of the city was i n creasing r ap 

i dly . Pres i dent Anson Jones delivered an address in Gul ves

ton on June 16 , 1838 . In t his address he spoke of t h 

popu..lation of the c ity as bei g nearly 3 , 000 and i n cr ·asing 

r apidly •11 This estimate is corroborat ed by the nUL..ber par

ticipating in an election which v:as held in Galvest on in 

1841 , v1hen a vote of fi ve hundred seventy- two was cust , 

VJhich v:ould indicat e a pop l at ion of about 3 , 000 . The offi

cial census in 1347 showed a pop ulat ion of 4 , 31 2 , exclusive 

of 446 on the Isl and outside the ci t y limit s. These figure s 

&re perhaps the most a ccurat e a vailable . 12 

~i nist ers of forei gn countries s ent t o t he Infant 

Republ ic, found Galvest on a f a vo r i t e resort . The Tremont 

Hotel, locat ed on t he corner of Twenty- third Street and 

venue E, received t he patronage of t he not ables who visited 

the Island City . A r ecept ion and dinner given Januar y 15 , 

1 0 G€or ge Seal y , Ga lvest on ' s Firsts, an unprint ed manu
script , Rosenber g Library , Galveston . 

11 Charles Potts, Railroad Transport ation in Texas , p . 5 . 

1 2 Gal vest on Ci t y Direct or y , 1884- 1 885 , p . 46 . 



1840, in honor of General J. Pi nckney Henderson, the 

minister from Texas to Fr ance, was at t ended by people from 

many parts of the state . Pl ates for this dinner sold for 

fifty gollars in Texas money. 

15 

The Texas Almanac describes the trade of the period 

from 1838 t o 1846 as being "sluggish and unimportant . " This 

is true only in a relative sense, for records show note

worthy growth . In 1836 scarcely a vessel a month came to 

Galveston harbor . By the opening of the year 1838 vessels 

were arriving daily . Thirty vessels were reported in the 

Galveston harbor at one t ime in May, 1839 . Galveston mer

chants who had previously confined t heir trade to New Or-

1 . i . 13 eans were now extending their bus ness to eastern cities. 

After 1840 there was an increasing amount of trade 

with European countries. During the first three months of 

1840 ninety vessels arrived at the port of Galveston . On 

March 17, 1843 , the list of vessels in port included eight 

ships from Bremen, one from Antwerp , one from Amsterdam and 

one from lil~arse illes •14 Those coming from Europe brought 

merchandise in exchange for cotton. A hydraulic press, to 

compress cotton for export, was brought over on a large 

English ship in 1840. From October 1, 1843, to October 1, 

1844, there were t wo hundred fifty-one arrivals and fifty-four 

13 Texas Almanac, 1872, p . 25. 

14 Galveston Cit y Directory, 1884-1885, p . 53. 



of these were Eur opean vessels . From October 1, 1844 , t o 

October 1, 1845, there were two hundred seven arrival s, 
15 

thirty-two of which were European sh i ps . 

16 

Handling cargo at t he port of Galve s ton must have been 

very i n convenient and expensive before wharves were built • 

. t ax of fift y dollars per year was levied on skiffs used 

to carry passengers from vessels t o the city , and a tax of 

t wenty- five dollars per year was levied on lighters used to 

unload vessels . In 1839 , according t o Kennedy, t wo wharve s 

and a pier were being c onstructed. For a number of years 

there was no lighthouse to mark t he entrance t o the harbor . 

Thi s deficiency was the subject of many comp l aints from 

England and other European countries. I n t he early days 

the only landmark to be s een on approa ching t he harbor was 

a grove of trees sixteen miles down t he Is l and . In 1839 

there were t hree hundred houses in Galveston , and the city 

was discernible from the masthead of a ship fift een or 

t wenty miles away. 16 

On February 3 , 1845 , an act was passed by the Congress 

of t he Republic of Texas which authori zed the erection of a 

lighthouse on the east end of Galveston Island . An appro

priation of $7,000 was made for this purpose . The lighthouse 

and lantern toget her were to be at l east seventy-five feet 

15 Ibid . 

16 #illiam Kennedy, Texas : The Rise , Progress and Prospects 
of Texas, vol. II , pp . 407, 408. 



hi gh . The money for the operation of t hi s lighthouse was 

to be paid out of a tonnage dut y on foreign vessels. 17 

17 

At the time t hat the commerce of Gal veston was passing 

the first stage of growth, other act ivi ties were being car

ried on, some of which aided i n t he development of t he port 

and the city . Among t he se were t he organization of stock 

compani es , t he l aying out of roads and the establishment of 

mail routes and ferries. The most i mport ant of the stock 

companies was t he Texas Railroad, Navigation and Banking 

Corapany , v;hich was incorporat ed by an act of Congress De cem

ber 16, 1835 . Thi s was a gi gant ic scheme . The capital of . 

the company was t o be $5,000,000, and the chart er was to 

run for forty-nine year s . The company was g iven banking 

privileges, t he r i ght to conne ct the Sabine and · io Grande 

Rivers with waterways and railroads, wi t h t he right of 
18 

emi nent domain in its oper ations . 

There was much oppos ition t o thi s organization . No 

stock was s old and t he panic of 1837 caused the whole s cheme 

t o f all t o t he gr ound . Another organization similar in 

character but smaller in its s cope was the Brazos and Gal

veston Railroad Company . This organizat ion was given the 

right to make a turnp i ke and a r ai lroad from t he main channel 

of Galvest on Bay to t he Br azos River. The cap ital stock was 

17 H. P . N. Gammel, Laws of Texas, vol. I, p . 1135. 

18 Charles Pott s , Railroad Tr ans port ation in Texas, pp . 23-
26 ; Telegraph and Texas egist er, December 27, 1836 . 



to be $500 , 000 , divided int o five t hous and s hares of one 

hundr ed dol lar s each . This pr oje ct al so re s ult ed i n fail-

19 ure . 

18 

On V.:ay 23 , 1838 , an a ct wa s approved which est abl ished 

a mai l r out e bet ween Gal vest on and Mat agor da by way of 

Ve l asco . 'rhe ma i l was car r i ed by this r out e al ong the beach 

t o 3an Luis Pas s . FrOi.Il t here it was ferri ed a cr os s Galves

t on Bay nnd t hen t aken t o t:at agor da by hors e or ot her 
20 conveyance . 

After 1838 t here wa s fre uent travel bet ween Gal veston 

and the mainland . To f aci l i t at e communication , a f erry was 

est ablished bet ween Virginia Poi nt on t he mai nl and and 

Eagle Cove on t he Isl and . No r a ilroad development t ook 

pl ace during t he period of the Republ ic , alt houg h some at

t empt s were made i n t hat dire ction . In June , 18 38 , ? r esident 

Li . B. Lamar r eceived a proposal f rom one J . F . 1.:us e , i n 

which t he l atter s uggested building a r ailroad fr om a point 

on t he t:issi s s i ppi, one hundred mi l es above New Orl eans , t o 

t he nearest point on t he Sab i ne River . The pl an was to 

organi ze a s t ock comp any in whi ch t he st at e would partic i -
21 pate . The off er was not a ccept ed . 

In 1843 Snydor and Street, a cont r a ct ing f irm of 

1 9 Te l egr aph and Texas Re gi s t er, May 26 , 1838 . 

20 J . E . Ki ng , "A Brief Hi story of The Cit y of Galveston , " 
The Gal veston News, .March 23 , 1 913 , p . 1 3 . 

21 Charles Potts , 2£.· c i t . , p . 27. 



Galveston , t ook a contr act to open a r oad f rom Virginia 

Point to Houst on , a distance of fort y ruiles . William G. 

Banks and John P . Borden were employed as survey ors. This 

r oad, the cost of which was estimated at about $1,500, was 

19 

a mere trail with only a few markers to direct t he traveler. 

I t required all day for a rider on horsebe.ck t o make the 

trip from Galveston t o Houston. At some seasons of the year 

steamboats made only one trip a week bet ween these points .
22 

There was l ittle a ction of import ance in n ilitary and 

naval affe.irs which af fected Galveston dur ing t he latter 

part of the Republic of Texas . In 18 40 a small fort was 

est ablished on t he e ast end of the Island, which was occu

pied by fifty rr:en . Cn January 14, 1843 , an act was passed 

for t he protect i on of t he seacoast by the Texas Navy under 

colilluand of Coilll!l.odore Edwin \'i . r.:oore , forL..i.e r ieutenant in 

the United Stat es t-:-avy . This act carried an appropriation 

of $ 7 ,000 for the erection and llianni ng of f ortifications f or 

the bett er p r otection of Galveston . 23 

The defense at Galveston by t his me ans , however, was 

none too good . 1:rs . M. C. lioustoun, the wife of an :Engl ish 

officer who CalJle to Gal vest on with her husband in December, 

1842 , writ ing in tha t year, advised citizens not to t rust 

too implicitly in t heir f ort i f icat ions. In all t he r e were 

22 Telegr aph and Texas Register, Hay 31, 1843 . 

23 H. P . N. Gfilllilel, 21?..• cit., pp . 83 ?, 838 . 



not more t han a dozen guns protecting Galvest on at t hat 

time, and t hey were not very formidabl e . There was, how

ever, an organized military body , the National Guard of 

Galveston, which was kept in battle array when an enemy 
24 

t hre at ened. 

20 

Health conditions in Galveston , as described by Kennedy 
25 

in 1840, were unsurpassed perhaps by any city in the world . 

s. M. C. Houstoun spoke of the healt h of the inhabitants 

of t he city i n a similar way . In another place 1ir s . Hous

toun has this to say about the precautions taken by t he 

people of Galveston: "Every ship that comes in is announced 

as containing quinine by hogsheads and calomel by clots, to 

s ay nothing of demi j ohns of castor oil." 26 

The dise ase that plagued t he people of Galveston f r om 

1839 until the close of the Civil War was yel low fever. 

This disease wa s not understood although there were plenty 

of t heories r egarding it . Some thought it was brought from 

New Orle ans and ot her pl aces by cont agion . Ot hers thought 

it was due t o cert a i n local conditions or something in the 

at mosphere . Dr. Ashbel Smith , who was i n Galveston during 

some of t he fever epidemics, and who wrote an account of the 

24 ta-s . M. C. Houstoun , Texas and the Gulf of },1exico, vol. 
I, p . 305; vol . II, p. 245-.- -- --- --

25 William Kennedy , "British Correspondence, " The South
western Historical ~uarterly, vol . XX , pp. 298 , 299. 

26 Mrs . M. C. Houstoun, 2£· cit., vol. I, p. 266. 



ep i demic of 183~, made s ome observations on t he dis ease . 

According t o his t heor y yel l ow f eve r r equi red f or deve lop

ment, us ing hi s wor ds, "proximity t o wat er and an ardent 

s un . " 

21 

Huch of t he s i c tne s s i n Galves t on was attribut e d t o d i s

eas es int rodu ced by passengers f rom ves sel s ent er ing the 

por t . To a l l evi at e thi s condi tion an a ct was passe d by t he 

Congr es s of t he Republ ic of Texc s Febru3:I"y 3 , 18 45 , to pro

vide f or est abl ishi ng a hos pital at Gal vest on . By t h i s l aw 

t he co:cunander of e very vessel was r equir ed to pay to t he 

collect or of custous at the port fi ft y cent s for ever y f ore i gn 

mal e \•·hit e cabi n :pas s enger over sixt e en years of a ge and 

t went y - five cent s f or f or e i gn s t ee r age pas senger s .
27 

The s oc ial conc. i t ions and r:ie.nner of livi ng in Gal vest on 

dur ing t he days of t he Republ ic cont ain rau ch of i nt eres t . 

!''.rs . t~. C. Eoustoun se.i d t hn t t he houses vrer e smal l and 

bui lt of wo od ; t he street s v,ere laid of f withou t any r egard 

for regul ar ity ; and the whol e town had a r a t her fragile 

appearance . The f a s hionabl e cent er of t he t ovm was t he Tre

~ont Ro use , al though t her e were s ever al smaller hot e ls . 

Somet h ing of t he st andard of l ivi ng i s i nd i cat ed i n a l e tter 

written by the Brit ish Cons ul in 1842 . He s t at ed t ha t t he 

s a lary of f4 00 was too low be cause t he manner of livi ng and 

ent ert ai ning made expenses he avy . A suit a bl e building would 

27 ·,vi l liam Kennedy , 2.£.· c i t. , p . 289 . 



cost ! 5 00, na e s ervan t s fi f t do l l ars a year , and fer le 

servants t hirty dol l ars a e ar . He st1. id t he style of lj_ ving 

among t he i nf l uenti al classes would at t ain t he us ual scal e 
28 

of t he .3out h and would soon b e qual t o that of nev, Orleans . 

Li ke a l l new front ier towns and unset t led count ries , 

Galveston had a lawles s e le:c:...ent, and l al/1 enforcement and the 

1 a i ntenan ce of publ ic or er re uired e t er nal v i ilance . The 

s t r eru!.l of immigrant s af t er 18 37 br ought wi t h i t wany l ow 

chara cter s who l eft ev idence of t he ir presen ce. 

The Elbe , a Ger man br i g which was s tranded during the 

stor u i n 18 37 , rn.1s us ed as a jai l by bot h city and count y 

unt il 18 4 0 , ;' t t h t t ime t he count ' of G l ve s t on ere cted a 

bui lding on t he cor ner of Twentieth St r eet and . venue G. 

Thi s bui ldi ~__g cost ~4 , 000 and served as both cou:rt house and 

j ail. Gne wr iter of t he ee.r l y period so.id t hat • · : . All en , 

t ho f irs t ma ' or , i n 1839 - 16 40 , had a s i x - pound gun set up in 
29 front of hi s house f or self - pr ot e ction . 

During the exi s t ence of t he Repub l i c of Texus , 18 3 6 to 

1845 , i.:.any changes were t1ade i n Galvest on . The f oundat i on 

f or a city wti.s l a i d ; many homes were built ; s orne publi c 

buildings were er ected ; t he f i r s t Chaliiber of Commerce was 

or ganized; and muc h pr ogr e ss towar d port development was 

28 Ibi d ., pp . 29 8 , 299 . 

29 S . B. Sout hwi ck , Galveston , Old and New, pp . 1-3. 
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!_ade . ·hen the .:-i:e_public of Text s vas annexetl t o t he l'nion, 

Ghl vest on i,i th a popt 1l a t ion of 5 , 000 \•El s the lurL,est ci t y 

of the nev:ly cre 11t ed st ate of Texas . 



CHAPI'ER III 

GALVESI'ON FROM 1845 T O 18 70 

The history of Galveston fron the entrance of Texas 

i nt o t he Lnited St at es t o t he outbreak of the Civil War con

t a ins an account of much ndustri al development. Within a 

f ew years aft er annexa.tion sever a l r e ilroads v:ere char t ered 

convergi ng on that i Thport an t seaport . I'r a ct i cally al l of 

t hese li nes had Gal vest on fo r o s t art inf point, for a desti

nation, or were to serve t errit or y t hut was tributary t o 

CEJ.lV EJ Ston. 

The firs t r a ilroad built ir~ o Ga l veston was the Galves

t on , Houston and Henderson Ra ilway . The company const ructing 

t he ro ad Has first chart ered in 1848 , and incorpor etud by an 

act of the LE:cislature, Febr ary 7 , 1853 . Constrt.;ct i on began 

at Vir gini a Po int , Larc h 1 , 1854 , and late in 1858 the l i ne 

\las comple ted to Houston , a distance of for t y-two miles . 

During these ars the completed part of the road was oper ated 

in conjuncti on with a ferry between Galveston and Virginia 

Point . In 1859 the r ail bridge across Galveston Bay was com

pleted to t he cit y . This gave direct connection by railroad 

from Houston to Galveston . 1 

Another r ailr oad proje ct ed at t h i s time was t he 

1 Charles Potts , Railroad Transport at ion in Texas , p . 29 . 
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Gal vest on and Red River Railroad, which was chartered 1illarch 

11, 1848 . This charter, however, was not used and a new 

one was gr anted February 14, 1852 . In 1856 the company was 

authorized to change the n ame to Houston and Texas Central 

Railroad. This road was to be built from Galveston to the 

Red River, but the grading began at Houston . The Legisla

ture by special act approved this procedure instead of re

quiring Galveston to be made the southern terminal. This 

decision was quite a disappointment to Galveston since this 

line open ed a very productive region, the chief benefit of 
2 

whi ch would go to the rival city Houston. 

It became app arent at once that little progress could 

be made in transport ation without a wagon bridge across 

Galveston Bay . Anticipating this need the Legislature on 

April 18 , 1846, passed an act looking toward connecting 

Galveston Island with the mainland at Virginia Point by 

such a bridge. This act authorized Galveston County to 

build a wagon bridge across the bay, but stipulated that a 

drawbridge must be provided over the channel, to admit the 

free passage of ships. Under this law the county could col

lect tolls to build and maint ain the bridge as follows: not 

to exceed $2.00 on ro ad wagons; t wo-horse wagon, $ .75; ox 

cart, $1.00; one - horse cart or wagon, $ .75; t wo-horse plea

sure carri age, ~2. 00; one-horse pleasure carriage, $1.00; 

2 De Bow' s Comnerc i al Heview, Jul y , 1858 , pp. 74, 75. 



horse and rider, $ . 50; horses and cattle, $ .25 each; s heep 

and hogs, $ .06 each; foot passage , $ .25. A part of thes e 

tolls could be paid to i ndividuals to keep the bridge in 

26 

good repair. A sufficient number of persons had to be kept 

at the toll gat e and drawbridge t o avoid unnecessar y delays 

in the passage of shi ps . A fine of fi ve dollars was t o be 

imposed when ves s els were det ained because of negligence. 3 

Thi s act provided t hat this bridge was to have been co mpleted 

in thre e y ears, but attempts to carr y out su ch a project 

were defeated several t imes through l ack of f unds and other 

obst acles, and i t was not until November 15, 1893, that a 

wagon bridge s panned Galveston Bay . 

Need of post al communi cation bet ween Galveston and 

Houston be carri.e pre ssing by 1840, and an act was passed t hat 

year by the Congress of t he Republic providing t hat mail 

should be carried bet ween t he se po i nts t wice weekly , pro

vided it could be accompli shed for t he sum of ~2 ,500 per 

annum . Later the Ga l ve s t on postmaster was t o send t he mail 

to Anahuac by bo~t, provided it could be done without expense 

to the government. 

In 184 7 the count y commissioners replaced the fr ame 

building whi ch had been jail and court house with a brick 

jail at a cost of $ 6,375. I t was well built and of suffi

cient size to serve commodiously and efficiently for thirty 

years . 

3 H. P . N. G8.JJ1IDel , Laws of Texas , vol. I, p . 1 397 . 
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The first F0deral court in Galveston was estublished 

i n 1846 . ohn Churlcs :i'atrous was na.wed Foderal judese y 

President Ja;ues ~- Polk ; his cowlllission was counte rsigned 

Llay 9 , 1846 , by Jlliiles Bu chanan, then 3ecretary of ~t ate . 

That s8.i.le year John 1,r • .Allen , who had been first u1ayor of 

Galveston , ·,vas appointed United .St ates l.larshall . 'l'he first 

sess ion of the Federa l court for the Galveston istriot was 

held in a t wo- s t ory frru.ie building on the northwest corner 

of Post Office and 'rwenty- first 3treet . .rl. natl ve of .iO:agde

burg , Prus sia , J ohn Hilliaw Jo ckush, irst Ger.wan consul in 

G lveston , beca~e the f irs t nat\li'alized citizen to be i ssued 

his paper of nat uralization tarough t he Federal courts of 

Galves ton , the dtit6 'uei.u.g Februa -.,- 11, 1649 . Judge ,,6.trous 

continued to hol court in this di~ rict 1.w.tll the outbreak 

of t he Ci vil ,'Jar . Then F deral activit ies of a civil nature 

·.1ere sus_pen ed during t he war perio and for a time there

after . 4 

One of the hlost i mp ort ant cohfulerci a l developwents of 

t his p~riod waa the est ablishing at Gal ve.ston of t he Golllul r

cial and .Agricultural Bank , the charter for which ha been 

granted Jam :.I . , illiams and Thomas F. wcKi nney . According 

to t he t er ll1s of a proclaroation issued in 1835 t he capit ul 

was not to exceed ~l , 000 ,000 , divided i nt o 10,000 shares of 

one hundred dollar s each . As soon as t hree thousand shares 

4 The Galvest on Heus , . ugus t 15 , 1 39 , p . 14. 
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were s old, a :c:ie et i ng of t he stockholders \ms t o be called, 

and eight di r ect or s nere t o be ele cted . The stockholders 

~er e t o g i ve s e curity i n real est ate f or the val ue of t heir 

shar es . As soon as $1 00 , 000 was paid into t he vault s of 

the bank , ope r ati ons were t o begin . The charter was t o run 

f or t went y year s, and branches of this bank could be est ab

li s hed i n any part of t he s t ate . 5 The Texas Revolution, and 

t he general distrust in banks a t this time, had ke pt the 

i nstitut ion f rom being or gani z ed on a wor k ing basis . On 

Febr uar:r 3, 1 841, the Congre s s of t he Republ ic of Texas 

pas sed an a ct r e cognizing t he validity of t he chart e r t hat 

had been gr ant ed t o 1Villi ams and i.!cKinney . This act author

i zed 1:li llians and !'cKi nney t o es t ablish a bank and to issue 

$30 , 000 i n paper money . 6 It was not until 18 4 6 that any 

r eal he ad ·,ay was :c-1ade in organi z i ng t he CoI'lIJerci al and Agri

cultural Bank . The intere s t i n thi s orga ni zation was so 

e:r eat t hat ··:illi ams contempl ated est ablishing branches or 

agencies over the st ate. let t er f rom Hunt s ville in 

January , 1848 , si gned by seventeen citi zens, made inquir y 

of 1'.1illi arns as to t erms and regul ations f or est ablishing an 

agency . This lett er expre s sed t he op inion that such an 

agen cy at Huntsville, if properly managed, would "give great 

f a cil iti es i n the purchase of the cotton crop and i n the 

5 A copy of thi s procl amation is t o be fo und in the Rosen
ber g Librar y , Galveston. 

6 H. S . Thrall, A Pictori al History of Texas , p . 631 . 



transport a t ion of cotton to market , much of which was yet 

7 in the country . 11 About the sa.we t ime , another writer 

t hought that the sooner a branch was established in Houston 
8 

the better . Letters were received frow various purts of 

the st 1:1.te r1:: gc1rding t he establi shing of such agencie~ . 

9 

The ihf luen ce of this iustitution rtb.Clled over a lc1.rg e 

tu.·ett of the sta.tEl to iw.li viuut1.ls who de:;lred to l>orrm{ ruoue:y , 
.;. 

'c. 

to have 4r'afts caslled, or to facili t ti.tE: the 1.i.ove1ueut of 

crops . ln i.lti.rch , 1 8 48 , a L.le rchan t dt riort i.ttvuctt wrote that 

he was contewplating ml:l.k: ing a vauces on cotton , tl.IlU p erhaps 

dealing in beef c6.ttle . he wished to k.o.m1 upon what t el'Lls 

he could get f a cilities in the orm of drafts . 
9 

l,.iany r ef 

erences to t his btln are found amung the fi illiams ' Papers, 

indicating its wide usefulness. 

During t he period of early st1:1.t ehood coilllilerce ill ~exas 

developed rapidly . .At the outbreak of the Civil ,iar Gal

veston was t he port of entry through which flowed t1 constant 

stream of supplies f or the state, aud was the gre1:1.t fuark et 

for cotton tlnd other products of the far111s . 'i'he total 1:1.rri

val of ships during t he y e a r s f r om l c:345 to 1857 indi c i:;.tes in 

a general way the volUule of this trtide . During t hese t welve 

7 "J illi a--:1s' Pa pers, !.~ . C. i a gers t o 3 . M. '.'vi lli ar11s, a letter 
dated January 17, 1848 , Rosenberg Library, Galveston. 

8 Ibid ., J oseph 6 . Lake t o 3 . M. Williams, a l et ter d a ted 
--;fanuary 29 , 1848 . 

9 Ibid ., H. Rea to S . M. 'Villi aros, a letter d ated March 17, 
---rn-48 . 
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years t here were 1,065 ste amships, 269 ships, 746 barks, 811 

brigs and 685 schooners, a total of 3,594 vessels. The 

t ot a l val ue of t heir car goe s was ~210,434,000, and of this 

t here were only $25,000 lost on the bar. 10 

Many t ables i n the Texas Almana c indicate t he character 

and quanti t y of Galveston's trade. The following statistics 

show the relative import an ce of co astwise and f oreign trade: 

Year Coastwise Foreign Total 

1854 $3,637,255 $ 776,243 $4,413,498 

1855 2,012,604 634, 815 2,647,240 

1856 2 ,850,770 1,492, 845 4 343 61511 
' ' 

This trade was large l y export business . The following 

figures show only export trade f rom 1857 to 1860: 

Year Coast wise Foreign 

1857 $3,516,256 $1,218 ,364 

1858 3 , 808 ,597 2,700,582 

1859 4,400,637 4,264, 3 70 

1860 6,559,022 6,314,150 

10 Texas Almanac, 1858 , pp. 143, 144. 

11 Ibid., 1857, p . 64. 

12 Ibid., 1861, p . 237. 

Tot al 

$ 4,734,620 

6,509,189 

8 ,665,007 

12, 8 73,17212 



On the other hand the value of i mp orts for the years 

1858 , 1859 and 1860 is as follows: 

1858 1859 18 60 

$1,612, 8 68 $2,219,506 $3,050, 09613 

Of the i mports in 1859, onl y $3?7, 818 came direct from 

Europe , and the duties assessed on these amounted to 

$100,314--twent y - five per cent to t hirty per cen t of t he 

invoice value. 

A l arge part of the exports was cotton sent to other 

ports of the United States and Europe. Below is a table 

showing the number of bales exported from 1856 to 1859: 

Year Exported to Europe Exported to other ports 
of the U.S. 

1856 20,907 Bales 46,075 Bales 

1857 49,576 Bales 67,815 Bales 

1858 77,184 Bales 69,178 Bales 

Ab out t wo-thirds of the cotton exported to Europe went to 

Great Britain . 14 

The following table s hows export s other than cotton 

t hr ough Galveston from 1850 to 1855: 

13 Ibid., 1861, p . 237 . 

14 Ibid., 1860, p . 222 . 
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1850 1851 1852 1853 1854 

Sugar Hhds. 2 ,782 1,036 1,329 4,076 4,754 

Mol asses Bbls . 2,427 1,990 2,576 6 ,086 5,398 

Cattle 5,957 2 , 905 5 ,507 3,429 2 ,762 

Hides 14 ,092 14,656 13 , 222 14,146 13,224 

Pecans Bu. 1,525 394 13 ,246 14,224 13 63215 
' 

Of t he i mport s to Texas from for e i gn countries, ne arly 

n i ne-tenths came t hrough the port of Galveston . 1 6 

Cl aims were made at this time t hat Gal vest on was s u

per ior to New Orleans as a port, and particularly t hat it 

offered advant ages i n having smaller port charges . A writer 

i n t he Texas Almanac draws contrast by g iving t he charges on 

a vessel of eight hundred tons in e a ch of the t wo ports : 

Port Charges - Galveston Port Char ges - New Orleans 

· Pi l ot age Out $ 33 . 00 Pilotage $ 56.00 
Compr essing 2, 000 Compressing 2 , 000 
bales @ $ .58 1 . 160 . 00 bales @ $ . 60 1 . 200.00 
Custom Hou se Fee 10.00 Custom House Fee 10 . 00 
Stowing Car go at Stowing Car go at 

$ . 34 oer bale 680 . 00 $ .38 per bale 760 .00 
Li ght er age 800 at Towage up and 

$.40 per bale 320.00 down 825 .00 
Har bor Fees 15.00 Le vee Fees 75.00 
TOT AL CHARGE $2 ,218 .00 T C1l' AL CHARGE $2,926.00 

15 Ibid., 185?, p . 120 . 

16 H. H. Bancroft, North Mexi can States and Texas, vol. II , 
p . 567 . 
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The excess char ges of New Orleans over Galveston on the same 

vessel and cargo, according t o t h is author ity, were 

~ 17 'l!) 708 . 00 . 

Health conditions i n Galveston in early statehood 

s howed but little i mprovement over t he period of the Repub

lic. Yellow f e ver epidemics became more fr equent . From 

184? to 1859 there v,ere five outbreaks of this disease . The 

fatalities at each recurrence of the diseas e were five per 

cent of t he e ntire population . Despite advers e condit ions , 

however, Galveston continued to grow. The population , wh ich 

had been between four and f ive thousand in 1845, had rea ched 

nine t housand by 1860 . Galveston's trade and growth re

ceived a severe setba ck during t he Civil \'i ar . The popula

tion at the close of the war had dwindled to 3,500 . 18 

The Federal blo ckade so effectively s hut off commerce 

that Galveston 's h istory during the war was mai n l y a chroni

cle of military and naval operations. Galveston was of 

great import ance to the Confedera cy and for tha t reason it 

,\•as vi gor ously defended . The Federal f orces were anxious 

to get possession of this port because wi th it in their 

control they would be in position to dominate t he whol e of 

Texas. From October , 1862, to November, 1863, attack s were 

made by the Federals all along t he Texas coast from Sabine 

17 Ibid . , 1858 , pp . 143, 144 . 

18 Galveston City Director y , 1884- 1885, p . 46 . 



Pass t o Brownsville . rTone of t hese met wi t h compl et e suc

ces s . But it i s pr obable t hat if Gal veston had been t aken 

and held by t he Federals , t he whol e Texa s coas t would have 

f allen into ~orthern hand s . Galves t on, t he r ef or e, be came a 

testing poi nt, and t he struggl e f or suprema cy on Gal veston 

I s land was of vast impor tance . 

34 

The opening of hostili ti es in t h is conf l ict f ound t he 

defenses of Gal vest on Isl and weak , and never dur i ng t he Civil 

War wer e t he fo r midable , al though effor ts were made t o 

st rengt he n t heru . In t he f all of 1861 Commander IV . '' . Hunter 

of t he Cont'eder at e Navy , who was appo i nt ed to s erve a s 

superint endent of coast defe ns e s under General C. C. Her bert, 

made an elaborat e s urvey of Galvest on Bay . Whi le t hi s sur

vey was of little benef i t at t he time i t was made , it was 

l ater of gr eat val ue i n naval oper at i ons . 19 

By June , 18 61, e art hwor ks had been erect e d on Pelican 

Island i n Gal vest on Bay north of Galve s t on , an d by the time 

summer arri ved in 186 2, fortifi cations had been built at 

Eagl e Grove on Gal ves t on I s land and Vir gini a noint on t he 

mainland to defend the approaches t o the ol d Gal veston , 

Houston and Henders on Railroad br idge . At Eagle Grove t here 

was a. redoubt :::nount ed with t wo t hirty - t wo- pound and t wo 

e ght een- pound guns . Two of these were at t he wat er f r ont 

on t he bay and t wo at t he r a ilroad tra cks l e ading i n t he 

19 F . R. Lubbock , Six De cades i n Texas , p . 344 . 
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direction of Galveston . Many of the heavy guns at Pelican 

Island, Fort Point on t he east end of Galveston I sland, and 

Sout h Battery , later known as Fort San Jacinto, were removed 

to Virgi nia Point or Eagle Grove .
20 

Gal veston was t he scen e of war-like a ctivities several 

times befor e it wa s finally cap t ured by t he Federals in 

Oct ober, 1862 . On Jul y 9, 1861, Captain M. B. Alden in 
21 command of t he Sout h Carolina appeared at Galveston and 

announced t hat he had come t o blockade the harbor . Neutral 

vessels were t o be allowe d five days to le ave t he port. 

Soon after t his t he South Carolina came into port and cap

t ured f ive s mall vessels, among t hem be ing the yac ht Dart 

and t he sloops Shar k and Falcon . The Sout h Carolina then 

put to se a . Cn August 3 t he South Car olina agai n returned 

t o Galveston , when t here was an exchange of s hots between 

t hat ves sel and t he batteries on the Island . 22 

The s hot s from the South Carolina were directed toward 

t he batt er y , but a t s uch an elevation that t hey fell in 

t own . I t was t hought t hat t h i s act wa s pr emedit at ed, and on 

Augus t 5 t he fo r e i gn cons uls st ationed at Galveston sent a 

20 Ben C. Stuart, "Ol d Conf ederat e Fort s Def e nding the 
City , " The Gal ve s ton Hews, July 23, 1911. 

21 F . R. Lubbock , 2P..· cit., p . 388 . This vessel was t wo 
hundred f eet long and carried t hree forty-two-pound 
guns i n ea ch broadside and several smaller pieces 
forward and aft. 

22 I bid ., p . 389. 
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protest to Capt ain Alden against firing on unarmed citizens. 

During May, 1862, Commodore J . Eagl e of the Federa l 

fleet demanded t he surrender of Galveston, but he had no 

troops to enforce his demand , and hence was able to accom

plish nothing . Later in the same year, however, the Federal 

force returned in sufficient strength to gain the desired 

end . On October 4, 1862, Commander W. B. Renshaw of t he 

United St ates steamer West field , with three other vessels-

the Harriet Lane , the Owasco and the Cl ifton--made an at-
.~ --

tack on Galveston, and s ucceeded in capturing both the 

harbor and the c i t y . The Confede.rate forces under General 

C. C. Herbert offered little resist ance and wi thdrew to 

Virginia. Point, October 8 , 1862. 23 This p l ace was fortified 

by guns brought from the batteries on t he Island . Martial 

law had been declared on Galveston Island by General Herbert 

and most of the live stock on the Island had be en r emoved. 24 

General Herbert had previously comp lained of the de

fenseless condition of his post. He said he lacked men, 

guns , arms , ammunition and proper military organization . 

The people of Texas did not accept t his as a valid excus e 

and were hi ghly incensed when he gave up Galveston without 

a struggle . Herbert' s a ct ions had been characterized by 

23 H. H. Bancroft, North :Mexi can States and Texas , vol. II, 
p . 455. -

24 F . R. Lubbock,~• cit., pp. 386 , 387. 
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i ndecision . Gover nor Fr ank Lubbock had pr oposed that 

Galveston be burne d bef ore it was eva cuated, an d offe red to 

shar e with Herbert t he responsibility f or such an act . Lub

bock had suggest ed also t hat t he channels a t Bol i var and the 

west end of the Isl and coul d be clos ed t o pr e vent the enemy 's 

get ting pos s es s i on of t he mout hs of t he river s t hat e1riptied 

i nt o Gal vest on Bay . Her bert had been unwill ing t o a ct i n 

accor dan ce with e i t her of t hese s ugge stions .
25 

On October 

1 0 , 18 62 , Herber t was s uperseded by Gener a l J . B. l ':.agruder, 

who was a graduat e of '1/est Point, had served i n t he Eexican 

1:. ar, and had t aken par t i n t he seve n days' fi ghting bef ore 

Ricbmond. 26 

The Conf e derat e s wer e unwilling t h at so valuable a 

pri ze be held by t he Federals, and f ort hwi t h General Magr uder 

began making pr epar ations t o r e capt ure Galvest on I s l and . His 

p l an s culmi n at ed in t he not ed engage~;-1ent cal led t he Batt le of 

Galves t on, in whi ch t he Conf ederat e s met with complete suc

ces s. l.:uch credit i s due Genera l Uagruder be cause of the 

manner i n whi ch he overcame all obst a cles . lack i ng me ans to 

fi ght wi t h , 1•agr uder f i tt ed up f our ve s sels--the Bayou City, 

t he Nept une , t he Lucy Gui nn and t he ~ K· Carr, fortified 

the fi rst t wo of t he s e by pla cing a r ow of cotton bal e s 

t hre e bale s high on t he out er edge of the cabin deck . Inside 

25 I bi d ., p . 389. 

26 I bi d ., p . 425 . 



of this vms a row of bales for the rifle-u e n to st and on . 

The boiler de cks were prot e cte d by a double tier of bales 

flush with t he cab i n de ck .
27 

38 

The pl aI'- to att a ck Gal ve s t on was carr ied out with great 

secrecy , being known only to J:.Iagr uder's s t aff. The plan in

cl uded an at t a ck by land and water at the s aL:.e time . Gener a l 

Magruder ha d about 5,000 Texans and General Henry H. S i bley' s 

Brigade which had return ed f rom New Mexico . Galveston wa s 

oc cupied by t he Forty-se cond .Massachusetts Vol unteers . In 

the harbor under cor.i::1and of the Feder als we re the Harriet 

La.."le and five ot he r ves s els. On De cel.Ilber 29 the land 

fo rc es proceeded to Virginia Poi nt . On De cember 31 t he Con

feder ate gunboats ~·.rere sent f r o1;1 Houstrm down Buffalo Bayou 

to the he a d of Ga lve ston Bay with instructions that t hey 

attack v1hen t he r.aoon ,vent down that night . 'rhe f leet of 

"Cotton lads , " as )tagruder' s ships were called , rea ched 

Galvest on Bay about sundown and. at 11organ ' s Po int received 

final or ders . 'r he boats were to col,ie as n e a r a s _possible 

without being detected . They were t o a tta ck a t one o ' clock 

when the signal gun was fired by the land forc e s . The p lan 

was not carri ed out a ccord ing to schedule . I t v,as about 

three A. 1i . when the signal fo r t he at t a ck v,as given . 28 

27 Robert }t . Franklin , "The Story of the Battle of Galves
t on , " The Galve ston News , May 8 , 1911, p. 11. 

28 Ibid . In thi s ac count of t he at t a ck t he wr it e r st at es 
that Major 3u1ith , who wa s in command of the "Cott on 
Clads, '1 c ame down t o the west end of Pe l i can I sland 
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By this t ime the land forces had crossed f r om Virginia Point 

and assaulted t he position of t he Federals. It was daybreak 

before the " Cotton Clad" fleet arrived, and in t he meantime 

the i s sue had been doubtful be cause the Confederates were 

be i ng shelled by t he Clifton, one of the Federal gunboats . 29 

The Battle of Galveston , however, was a naval batt le • 

.Against the four i mprovised gunb oats of the Confederates 

were six Federal vess els. These were t he Westfield , the 

Clifton, the Harriet Lane , t he Owasco, the Sachem and the 

Corypheus. These vessels had a total of about thirty guns . 

The naval fight began when the Bayou City att a cked the Har

riet Lane and forced her to surrender . The Neptune was 

disabled i n the fight. The Westfield attempted to leave the 

harbor and r an aground. Commander Renshaw determined to 

blow her up , but the explosion was premature, and he and 

fi f teen of hi s men were killed . The remainder of the Federal 

f leet withdr ew. Thus ended the Battle of Galveston , and 

from t hat date until the close of t he war Galveston remained 

in the hands of the Cont'ederates. 30 

Inasmuch as military authorities controlled Galveston 

during the Civil War and civilian activities were almost 

about midni ght, but rockets sent up by the Federals 
showed that the fleet had been discovered . Smith t hen 
withdrew f our and one-half miles up the Bay . 

29 Ibid . 

30 Ibid . 
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entirel y s uspended, nearly all non-combat ant s moved to the 

interior . There was, therefore, lit t le for the civil au

t horit ies of the city to do . Whe n t he war ended in 1865 

the Confederate soldiers were mus t ered out , Re construct ion

ist s arrived and wi th t hem came many undesirable pe opl e . 

The officers of t he c i t y were unable t o handle t his dis

order l y element. In 18 67 Gal vest on became headquart er s f or 

t he military district of Texas wi t h General Charles Griff i n 

in command . Difference s bet ween milit ar y and city aut hori

ties caused much di sor der . Property was destroyed and near 

riot s occurred . Dur ing the seven years from 18 65 to 18 72 

there were t hirty- six murders i n the city , and in only s i x 
31 

instances were t he mur derer s apprehended . 

After t he close of t he war many f al".l ilies who had gone 

into the int er ior v;hen the war bega..."l cai:1e ba ck to their homes 

in Galves t on . 1Iany of tho old est abl ished fir11s r e s 1..U:1ed 

business . In 1866 The Gal vest on Nevrn came ba ck from Houston, 

where i t v1as published during the war, and t he paper was en

larged and i mpr oved . Colonel A. B. Delo had purchased an 

i nt er est in t he paper in 1865 and moved his r esiden ce t o 

Galveston . The Union Mar ine and Fire Insur ance Comp any an

nounced t hat it had resumed business wi t h capita l unimpaired 

and assets well secured . This company had begun business i n 

the city in the ear l y fif t ies and i t i s bel ieved t o have been 

31 H. S . Thrall , ~ Pictorial liis t ory of Texas , p . 415. 



t he first i nsurance company i n the cit • The Lerchants 

Insurance Company Has organiz ed in 18GG l:l.Ild had it s offi ce 

on the Strand . 
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heavy s ipwent of cotton t hrough the port required 

f acilities for compression , and in the newspapers of 18 65, 

t hree companies a vertised that they were in position to 

compr ess cotton . Thy wer e the Lerchants Press, the Factors 

Press and t he Beater Press . The cotton receipts dur ing t he 

sea son 1867 -18 68 were 98 , 682 bales and i n 1870-18 71 t hey had 

increased to 294 , 718 bales . Some of t his cotton had been in 

storage for t he duration of the war . 

Since the organizat ion of t he Gal veston 1.1harf Co11pany 

in 1854 t he s ystem of wharves hud been gradually built up 

and t he flats which lay between deep water and t he rear of 

t he buildings on the nort h side of Strand had been f i l led . 

In t hese operations certain streets ere included and tl~re 

ar ose a controvers between the .-:harf CoLlpany and the cit i 

zens as to t he ri ght to t his filled property . This dispute 

was in court for several years . i nally in 1G69 a compromise 

Vias reached whi ch gave t o t he city of Galvest on u on - t hi rd 

interest in t he Gal vestou \','harf Company . The property held 

by the ·,.barf Collipany in 18 70 included all l&nd lying north 

of Avenue A, bet ween Nint h and For t iet h Streets . 32 

In 18 67, while Galveston was i n t he hands of military 

32 S . C. Griffin , History of Galveston, p . 43 . 
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aut horities, yellow f ever appeared i n what pr oved t o be the 

most serious ep idemic in t he city 's hist or y . There were 

1,200 fat alitie s. The s ame year t he co ast of Texas was 

struck by a hurri cane wh ich r esulted in s ome loss of l ife i n 

Gal veston and considerable damage t o property . The work of 

cl eani ng up and r ebui l ding was begun a t once. In a short 

t i me homes were rebuilt and the wharf front resumed its nor

mal appear ance. J ack Frost came t o the rescue of t he city, 

killing the mosquitoes, which at t hat time infested the 

residential sections, and t here were no new cas es of fever. 

Nith the approa ch of the wint er season, traffic t hr ough t he 

port increa sed and wo r k was e asily obtainable . Past troubles 

were forgotten for good times had arrived. 

In 18 69 James A. McKe e was elected mayor, and his ad

mi nistration s t arted under f avorable conditions. The 

popul ation had almost doubled i n t he preced ing decade . McKee 

held office t wo years, being su cceeded by Albert Somerville 

i n 18 71 .
33 

33 Galvest on City Direct or y , 1884-1885 , p . 46. 



CHAPI'ER IV 

THIRI'Y PROSPEROUS YEARS 

Wit h t he readmiss ion of Texas to t he Union i n 1 8 70, 

the shipr:,ent of agricultural products and other commodities 

increas ed . The mos t i mport ant item, however, in the commer

ci al develop1:1ent of Gal veston has been coastal trade. As 

t he population of t he city increased and the receipt of farm 

products grew heavier, Gal veston merchants and capit a lists 

were anxious that r egul ar steamship lines be est ablished 

from t heir city t o t he eastern seaboard. They i nterested 

C. H. Mallory of Nev, York and t he result was the establish

ment in 1 8 65 of a r egul ar service between t hese points. The 

organization of ~al lory and Company in Galveston was ef

fected in 18 66 . The 11organ St eams hip Li ne cam.e to Gal vest on 

in t he early seventies . In 1 8 78 Morgan s old his int erests 

t o the Southern Pacifi c Railway Company . This company pur

chased wharf f r ont age and began at on ce t o i mprove t he 

property , but t hes e i mprovemen t s were not comple ted until 

the close of the century . 

The Galve s ton ,.iharf Company began t he construction of 

a rail switching line in 18 73 t o conne ct the wat er t erminals 

wi t h t he Galveston, Houston and Henderson .nailroad, whi ch 

at that time was t he only railroad leading into Gal vest on . 

Expensive trestle wor k was ne cessary since only a small 
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portion of the fla t betwe en the railroad depot and the wharf 

was filled . Later when t hat part of t he city was built up 

t he terminal yards were further extended. The firs t grain 

elevat or was erected on t he levee betwe en Twenty- second and 

Twenty-third Str eets . This gra in elevator wi th a cap aci t y 

of 30 , 000 bus hels was put into service in 1873 . 1 

By 1873 t he foreign trade t hrough t he port of Gal ves

ton i ncluded cotton , cottonseed-oil cake , tallow and cattle. 

The first wheat was exported in 1874. The imports were 

salt, cof fe e, crockery and iron. The main shipments of cot

ton were for Liver pool, although London , Bremen and Hamburg 

received some of t he crop. There were at this time about 

fifteen stea:ners running from Galveston t o England; eight 

running t o New Yor k ; a r egular line to Baltimore . Bayou 

steamers were going up Buff a lo Bayou to Ho uston and river 

steamers were making r egular trip s up t he Trinit y and Brazos 

Rivers. 

On May 28 , 1873, the Texas Legislature passed an act 

incorp orat ing t he Gulf, Colorado and 3anta Fe Railway Com

pany . This was ac complished through the work of t he ci tizens 

of Galveston . The cap ital st ock was f ixed at $7,000,000 as 

a maximum and :s;2,ooo,ooo as a minimum . The newly organ ized 

company received generous land gr ants from the state, amount

i ng to 10,240 acre s for every mile of road constructed . 

1 George Sealy , Historic Galveston , pp . 3 , 4. 
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Under this provision t he company received a t ot al of 

3 ,259 ,5 20 a cres of land . In order t o aid t he pr oject citi

zens of Galvest on County vot ed to subscribe t o t he work 

$500 , 000 in bonds . The county bought 5 , 000 shar es of st ock , 

paying $100 f or each s hare . 

By October 10, 18 78 , the Gulf, Colorado and Sant a Fe 

Rai l ro ad had be en completed from Gal veston to Ri chmond, 

Texas. The f unds which had been s ubs cribed were exhaust e d 

by t hat dat e so construct i on work was halted . The firs t 

frei ght hauled by the company wa s t welve bales of cotton 

from Arcola , a stat ion near Ri chmond, t o Galveston in Sep

tember, 1878 . Galve ston Count y sold the 5,000 shar es of 

stock for $100,000 in 18 ? 8 . The purchasers reorganized the 

company wi t h George Sealy as pres ident. Through the effort s 

of the banker s and busines s men of Gal vest on t he finances of 

the railway company were r ehabilitat ed and construction work 

began once more . Before t he end of 1881 t he line reached 

Fort ?forth . 

The I nternationa l and Gr e at Nort hern Ra ilroad obtained 

traff i c rights over t he Gal vest on , Houston and Henderson 

line and entered Galveston in 1883 . Rail trai'fic increased 

and f re ight was piling up in Gal vest on warehouses and on the 
2 

wharves. Increased shipping fa cilities were needed and 

t hat meant increased dep t h over t he bar a t t he entrance to 

2 The Galvest on News, august 15 , 1939, se ction D, p . 15. 
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Galveston Bay . For years the citizens of Gal veston had 

r ealized the ne cessity of deep water for t he port . Congress 

made an appropr iation of $25 , 000 in 18 70 and the next year 

an additional $20,000 was made available for t he const ru ction 

of a pil ing j etty from Port Point t o a distance of al.lliost a 

mile int o t he gulf . This jetty was expect ed to f orm a Ct;.r

rent whi ch would rer:wve the deposit frow the channel and 

de epen the water at t he entrance t o t he bay . The storm of 

1875 swept t he piling away and scattered the remnants along 

the Texas co ast for n iles . 'fhat pltin vrns abandoned but it 

,·ras soon det ermined to const ruct a ro ck jetty . In 1886 the 

Federal Go verilJ"1ent made an appropr i at ion of ~800, 000 for 

t his purpose and for the deep ening of t he channel over t he 

outer bar. The new plan provided for a north j etty and a 

south jetty to be r a ise d fi ve feet abo ve mean low tide. The 

t w·o jetti es ,·,-ere to be 7 , 000 f eet apart. Construct ion work 

began at once on t he south jetty . 3 

The s everal attempts Galveston had made to build t he 

jetti es and to deepen t he channe l i n t he Bay had attra cted 

the attenti on of the middle v,estern state s . That se ction 

was be comi ng a farming area and was looking for an outlet to 

world narkets . Final l y i n 1889 the Government engineers se

lected Galveston as a site for a deep -wat er port in the 

western gulf, and Congres s appropri uted $6 , 200 ,000 for t he 

3 George 8ealy , 212..· cit . , p . 4 . 
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completion of t he jetty i mproveLlents which had been begun in 

1886 . The work pr ogressed as rapidly as condi tions would 

permit and the remar kable engineering feat v,a s completed in 

1896 , aft er $7 , 000 , 000 had been spent. The jetties, north 

and south , e ach about seven mi l e s in lengt h , were built of 

granite boulders from Granite Eount a in , Bur net Count y , Texas . 

They were so desigr.e d as t o a c cent uate t he floH of the tide 

t hrough t he chilllne l in order t o carr y not only its ovm sedi

ment , but t o scour away the deposit of ages , thus ins uring 

depth of water s ufficient to per mit deep- se a ship s t o come 

t o the docks for discharge and re ceipt of cargo . 4 

The Gal veston Cotton Exchange was the firs t one i n 

Texa s. It \las organized May 6 , 1873 . Previous t o that time 

the city was served by bot h a cotton f actors asso ci ation and 

a cotton buyers a s soci ation . Be cause of i ncreased transpor

t ation fa ci l ities in various parts of the United 3 t ates, 

Gal vest on cotton men saw the need of better organization in 

order to compet e with cotton buyer s e lsewhere. The first 

year the exchange was in operation the cotton recei pts in 

Gal veston vi0re 328 , 808 bales . The Gal veston Cotton Exchange 

building was completed in 18 78 . That year the shi pment of 

cotton f r o~ Gal vest on passed the half mill i on mark for t he 

first time . In t en more years the million mar k had be en 

passed , and by 1899 t he number of bales had mor e t han 

4 The Galveston News , ftUgust 15, 1939, se ct ion D, p . 12 . 
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doubled. 5 The Galveston Cotton Exchange was instrtnnental in 

obtaining permanent harbor i mprovement, in creating •a modern 

port and in securing deep water at the entrance to the bay. 

Galveston's Street Railway System was chartered in 1866 

and began service in 1868. The first line was on Market 

Street. During t he first month of this service the company 

operated separate cars for Negroes and whites. Mule power 

was used and t he fare was ten cent s. The Galveston City 

Directory of 1875 says: "Two street r ailroad corporations 

run c~rs on the streets of the city, covering a distance of 

t v,enty miles; the cross ties and rails are being laid on 

several streets whi ch will afford accommodations to reach 

all parts of t he city. " 

The Galveston City Railway Company in 1881 erected a 

pavilion on the beach at Twenty-first Street and Avenue Q 

which was the end of t heir r ailway line. This pavilion was 

t he scene of festivals, conventions, concerts and general 

social events of the city. The Texas Democrat ic Convention 

was held in this building in 1882. The monument for Galves

ton heroes of the Texas Revolution was dedicated in this 

building and then set up on the San Jacinto Battle Ground. 

Galveston's beginning as a beach resort, with its excellent 

surf bathing, began when this building was erected. Other 

entertainment buildings and gardens were soon in operation. 

5 The Galveston Ne ~s, August 15, 1939, section D, p. 12. 
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On September 2 , 1890 , the city of Gal veston grant ed 

authority for the operation of the firs t ele ctric street 

cars .. .Many of the first electric cars were the bodies of 

cars formerly dravm by mules, which had been placed on trucks 

fitted for electrical operation . 6 

The first telephone in Texas was installed in Galveston 

for Colonel A. H. Llelo at his offi ce in The Galveston l~ews 

building in 18 ?8 . Colonel Belo, then owner of the The Gal 

Vbston News , had attended the centennial celebration in 

Philadelphia in 1876 where he saw a demonstration of Alex

ander Grahaiu. Bell's invention . The telephone caught the 

fancy of Galvestonians and one month ufter the opening of 

t he system there \Jere fifty branches , the nllillber increasing 

daily . The exchange remained in The Galveston News building 

until 1881 , v1hen it was transferred to a building on the 

Strand . i',hen the exchange was irst opened the part y calling 

asked for his connection by nallie . As subscribers increased 

the numbering systeffi was adopted . Prior to 1900 the telephone 

company had a big system of overhead vlires strung on poles 

which extended in al l directions froru the central office . 

The year 1883 saw the es tablishment of the first long- distance 

telephone line between Gal veston and Houston . Bankers , cot 

ton men and steamsh i p ruen placed most of the long-distance 

6 Galveston City Directory, 1875, p . 23 . 



calls in those days. 

50 

7 

During t he lat t e r part of 1882 electricit y had been 

brought to Gal vest on . The Galveston Mardi Gras celebration 

the following ye ar was a significant oc casi on , as it mar ked 

for the fir s t time in the state of Texa s t ha t s t reet s were 
8 

ill uminat ed by electricity . 

Ex- presi dent Ulysse s S . Grant visi t ed Galveston on 

March 23 , 1880 . He stopped at the f amed Tremont Hotel. 

Among thos e prosent at a banquet given at thi s hotel in his 

honor was Genera l P . H. Sheridan , anot her northern general 

who had served during t he Civil Nar . I n Gal veston dur ing 

t he early part of April , 1891, t remendous preparations were 

:'.Ilade for t he v i sit of "?r e siden t Benjamin Harrison . He ar

rived on Apr i l 20 and spent t hr e e days visiting friend s. 

Harrison ' s visit was es peciall y significant to Gal veston be 

cause as chief executive he ha d selected Gal vest on as the 

deep - wat er port which the Government de cided to establish 

in Tex as , and had signed the measure whi ch provided t he ap

propriation for the for k . 9 

Many of t he business firms and institutions organi z e d 

i n earl y days in Gal veston have been s uccessful l y conducted 

for more t han half a century . One of t he oldest drug stores 

7 The Gal vest on News , Augus t 15, 1939, p . 15. 

8 The Gal veston News, Augus t 15, 1939 , p . 15. 

9 The Gal vest on News , Augus t 15, 1939 , p . 18 . 
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i n Texas was established by J . J . Schott in 18 67 . George 

Seal y , f or many years pr es i dent of the Gal VE. st on r.:harf Com

pany and a student or local history , g ives 1:r . Schott credit 

for bei ng the first druggist to i mport chicle fro ri1 whi ch t he 
1 0 gr eat industry of manur acturing chewing gum was evolved . 

Kaufman , ~e yers and Company , es t abli she d i n 18 76 , is one of 

the oldest furn iture s t or es in Texas . The Texas Star Flour 

1.ill s was organized in 18 7G. St . k ary's Orphanage was es

t ablished in 18 66 . The first chart0r was grant ed t lle Gal 

veston Orphans' lioLle in 1880 . Galvest on ' s first artifi cia l 

ice was made in 1860 by the Texas Ice and Cold St orage 
11 Company . 

The Galveston branch of t he Young .en's Christian 

Asso ci ation was granted a charter ·a.y 14, 1884 . The 

Galveston Building and Loan Collipany was organized in 1891 . 

he fi r st Ford Agency in Gal vest on was e st abli shed in 18 95 . 

12 A. J . Rasmuss en and Son now operate the agency . 

The Texas heroes ' Monument at 'I'v•renty- fi:fth Street and 

Broadway was a gift from lienry Hosenberg to t he c i t y of 

Galveston . This monWllent was unveiled on San J a cinto 1.Jay 

in 1 900 . It i s sevent y-two feet high, thi rty - four feet 

10 George Sealy , Gal vesto n 's Fi r s t s , an unprinted 
manuscript, pp . 2 , 3 . 

11 Ibid . 

12 I bid . 



s quare at t he base and co s t $50 , 000 . The s t or y of t he 

struggle for the i ndependence of Texas is told by llieans of 

br onze panels a nd bronze fi gures abou t t he base . A br onze 

figur e of Vi ctor y , t went y - t wo feet high , surmounts the 

·t 1 13 gr an1 e co umn . 
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The cons t r uct i on of a wagon bridge a cross Galvest on 

Bay was begun in ·ovember , 18 92 , and vvhen comple t ed cost 

~191 , 08 6 . 75 . It was t wo and one - s e vent h miles l ong . File 

found at ions were dr i ven i n t o t he bay t o s upp or t n i ne t y - t wo 

concrete p i er s , on whi ch rest ed ni net y s t ee l sp ans , each 

eight y f eet i n lengt h . The base of ea ch pier was extended 

by r i prap . The bridge was e ight een feet in v1idth and was 

t hirt een and t hree - tent hs feet above me an tide . A m'li ng 

t ype of draws pan 226 f eet long was pl a ced i n t he cent er of 

the br idge . Cle aran ce on each s i de of the drawbridg e was 

one hundr ed feet when the sp an swung open . This bri dge v.ras 

destroyed by t he \·i nds and high t i des a ccomp any ing the 1900 
14 

storm . 

.',hi l e ..nany p r i vat e s chools wer e be i ng sp onsored in 

Galves t on , t he ne ed of a publ ic f r ee school was f elt by 

many . Aft er t he f a i l ure t o effe ct an organizat ion of a 

publi c school sys t em in 18 4 6 no other at t empt was made t o 

or ganize publi c s chool s i n Galves ton unt i l 18 7 0 . The s chool 

13 George Seal y , Histor i c Galve s ton , p . 4 . 

14 The Galveston Eews , ugust 1 5 , 1936 , p . 20 . 
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census that year s howed 2,748 white and 631 colored children 

of school tlge i n t he city and county . That year six build

ings were rented in the city for whi t e children and t wo 

bu ildings fo r color ed chi ldren. Be cause of lack of funds 

the buildings were no t properly furn ished and the session 

lasted only a few months . I n 18 74 shortage of funds caused 

anot her failure in an at tempt at organization . Tne city 

voted a t ax of t wenty cents on the hundr ed dollar valuation 

of property in 1 381. This money with the state apportion

wtmt of frorn t .1rt1e to fi ve dollars for each child supported 

t he public schools . The cit y has been fortunate in being 

the recipient of l~ge donat ions fvr the erection of sohool 

buildings . Ball iligh building was given t o t he ch ildren of 

Galveston by George Ball . It '.ms built in 1864 and was 

enlarged in 1891 . The rto senber g School w&s erected and 

dedicated t o the chi ldren of Galveston in l BdG , a gift of 

i:1enry ~ osenberg . Before t he syateru was ten years old fi ve 

other buildings were erected at public expense . They were 

Avenue K School, l at e r known as Jan Jacinto J chool , built 

in 1887 ; the ,'est Broadway J chool, later known as Alamo 

School , built in 189 0; t he Bath Avenue School , l a ter known 

as 3am liouston School , built in 1894; and t wo for colored 

children . 

Colone l Geor ge P . Finley and Colonel w. B. Denson, both 

southern officers i n t he Civil War and prominent citizens ot 

Galveston, were instrumental in the establishfilent of the 
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Galveston Fubl ic School Syst em. On October 10 , 1887 , t he 

s chools opene d with an enrollment of 1 , 400 children . Jixty 
15 

t e a chers were employed at fi f t y dollars per mont h . 

Duri ng t he ninet eent h cent ur y a number of Cat hol i c 

schools were e s tabl ished i n t he city of Gal veston . The 

Ursul ine ~cademy was or ganized i n 1847 by Bish op J . 11 . Od i n 

assisted by s even Ur suline Nuns froru a convent i n l-;ew Orle ans . 

The firs t building , a fr ame stru ct ur e , was des t r oyed i n 1854 

by f ire . Thi s was r eplaced by a bri ck building . The a cademy 

s e r ved a s a hosp i t al base during t he Civil vla r and t h e nuns 

worked untiringly wi t h t he si ck and wounded . Dur ing t he 

di s astrous st or m of 1900 , t he convent be carne a haven f or 

men , women and chi l dr en who were driven f r ofil their homes . 

'r he Oat hedr a l J chool , es t l:ib l i s hed i n 185 2 , was wider 

t he char ge of Domi ni can Nuns . In 189 0 t he Holy Rosar y J chool 

was e stablished by the ilominican Or de r f or Negr o chi l dren . 

J t . :i:ary ' s Or p hanage , st aff ed by 3isters of Char i t y of t he 

I ncar nat e ~ord , has car e d fo r homeless children sin ce 1885 . 

The fo r mation of the Daught ers of t he Republi c of Texas 

was effect ed in Gal ves t on i n t he spring of 1891 . chart er 

was gr ant ed i n 1895 . 3ince t hat time t he organizat ion has 

worked cea s e l e s sly t o perpetuate t he memory and spirit of 

t he men and women who a chieved and mai nt ai ned t he i ndep en

dence of Texas . The oldest f ive p ublic sc hools of t he c i t y 

15 The Gal veston News , J ul y 11, 1926 , p . 12 



of Gal veston were name d by t he Daughters of t he epubli c . 

They ar e t he Jam Houst on , t ' e Cr ockett, the Alamo , the ~all 

Jacinto and the Go l iad .
16 
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? ri or t o the est abli s hment of the st ate-supported 

Lled ica l College in Gal veston in 1881, t wo medical col l eges 

had been locat ed in the city . The me di ca l brilll ch of t he 

Soul e Cniversity , e s t ablished in Gal veston i n 18 60, did not 

pr ove to be a paying venture . After disbanding for t he 

Ci vil ,var it was reorganized i n 1866 a nd continued fo r seven 

years . In 18 73 t he Texas hledi cal Col lege and Hospital v1a.s 

founded . Dr • . lshbel dllli th, a physi cian who had given much 

st udy to local diseases, was made president . Thi s college 

cl osed it s doors aft er eight ye ar s , when the citizens of the 

s t at e vot ed to locat e the medi cal branch of the 'l'exas Uni

versity at Gal veston . After waiting eight year s f or t he 

Stat e Univer sity br anch to open , the Texas ~edical Jollege 

reorgani zed and continued operat ing until the state 

i nstitution open ed f or t he fi r s t session Oct ober 5 , 1891 . 

According t o a r1ri ter in The Gal vest on Ne\r/S , t he s t ate 

of Texas had er e ct ed a building kno•,•m as t he ,\:edi cal gui lding 

on a blo ck of ground donated by t he city of Gal vest on . 'fhe 

state had furn ished funds fo r t he equi pment of t h is bui ldi ng 

an d ma de an app ropriation t o support t he s chool . To t he 

east of t his building , on an adjoining block of ground also 

16 The Gal vest on Tribune , February 12, 1 927 , p . 8 . 





donat ed by t he city of Galvest on , t he 3ealy f ami l y had 

erect ed , in 1890 , t he John Se aly fiospit a l . This hosp ital 

was deeded t o t he s t lite of Tex~s in 18 91, and the state , 

acting through t he Boar d of · egents of t he Dni versit y , 
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le ased t he property t o t he ci t y of Galveston at a nomi nal 

rental . The lease pr ovided t hat t he J ohn 3ealy Hospital be 

used i n connection with the Medical Bran ch of the University , 

and t hat t he wurds and clinics be used by he staff in giv

i ng clinical i ns t r u ction t o t he student s of medicine . 17 

The fi rst trai n i ng school f or nurs es in Galveston was 

es t ablished i n 18 90 by an ass ociation of public- spirited 

wo:.1en . This tra i ning school was abs orbed when t he College 

of Nursi ng was est c1blished a s part of the i..:.ed ical College 

in 1897 . 18 

As t he nineteent h cent ur y closed, Gal ve s t on was a 

pr osperous ci t y of about 38 , 000 inhabit ant s . The long 

struggle f or rec ognition as a dee p-wat e r p ort was finishe d 

with all cla i ms adni t t ed . Ample harbor f ac ili ties wer e an 

accomp l i s hed f a ct . Export trade had d oubled and redoubled ; 

gr a i n elevat ors had been built; whe at was pouring t hrough 

t he port t o s well t he t ot al ex ports beyond the expect ation 

of t he older c i t i zens . The volume of i mport ation had 

greatly increa sed . The large steams hi p lines wer e bringing 

17 Ed Angly , "11edi cal College Has Long Re cor d , " The Galves-
ton News , J uly 19 , 1920 , p . 5 . --

18 J . J . l ane , Hi story of the University of Texas, p . 75. 
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passengers as well a s f r ei ght t o t he port of the Southwest. 

There was plent y of wor k f or t he p eople, and t i me s were 

good. Never had t he f uture of a city looked bri ght er. 

Touri s ts and pleasure -seekers t hronged Galveston 's beach. 

Diseas e had att a cked t he i nhabit ants in f ormer ye ars, but 

yel low fever had bee n conquered and never again was the 

s outher n s eabo ard t o be menaced by that monster. Fires 

had swept angr i l y acro s s the Isl and but prot e ction had been 

pr ovided against t heir repet i tion. An efficient fire de

partmen t had been or ganized. Hurricanes had c ome roaring 

in from a cros s the We s t I ndies and t he Gulf, but since the 

construction of buildings was more carefully planned there 

had been litt l e t o f e ar s a ve merchandise damaged by water. 

War, pestilence, fire and the enraged elements all had tried 

t o de stroy what man ha d built, but Galveston proudly sur

vived. Then came the storm of 1900--more terrible t han 

t hem all t 



CHAPI'ER V 

GALVEST ON ' S PROT ECT IVE SYSTE:11 

On September 8 , 1900, came t he destructive hurricane 

which robbed Galveston of 6 ,000 people, swept away 3,600 

houses and tore away the super-structure of almost the entire 

wharf front. Ships were driven ashore; r ailway terminals 

were t or n and t wisted; equipment was wrecked or submerged 

and t he content s ruined; a ll r ail, telegr aph and telephone 

connections were gone--destruction and death were everywhere. 

Words fail t o expr ess t he desolation a nd horror of the 

s i tuation . 

Marti a l l aw was declar ed and s oldi e r s took ch ar ge of 

the ci t y . Saloons were closed and ordered to remain s o 

unt il civil aut horit y was aga i n enthroned. In t he midst of 

t he chaos and apparent cras h of the world, a few people kept 

t heir heads and a ddress ed t hemselves to t he care of t he liv

i ng . The water s upp ly wa s cut off by the destruction of the 

wat er wor ks , and a new supply ha d to be provided at once. 

Or der tind law were quick l y est ablished and the work of open

ing up communi cation with the outside world was begun. 

Undaunted by the calamity th at ha d befallen them, courageous 

Galvestonians, many of whom had millions invested in Galves

ton properties, were f ully alive to the needs of the situation. 

Two days later, after caring for the needy and helpless and 
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i ns piring cont'idence i n the mi nds of the people, t hey began 

the wo r k of salvage . 

The rai lroad officials ordered wor k a t once to assist 

i n rep l a cing t he bridge t o the mainland. By t he combined 

effort of all r a ilroads and the city authorities , within 

six days a bri dge ~as repaired sufficiently for a tra i n to 

reach the city . With it c ame friends from the s ympathetic 

world , bringing relief , comfort and hope. Rations, tents 

and contributions came pouring in from everywhere . A 

central relief committee was f ormed the day after the storm, 

and, wi t h the assist ance of sub-committees, food, clothing , 

stoves, cots, b lankets and the mo st i mp ortant househo ld 

articles were g r adual l y supplied . h:iss Clara Barton, presi

dent of the .American Red Cross, visited Galveston and sent 

an appeal t o t he American people a s king for mat erial for 

the construction of temporary homes for 8 , 000 ho1 eless . 

Five t housand men were put to wor k on the wharf front 

t earing away t he wreckage and r ebui l ding the i mmense sheds, 

p iers and wharves where t he storm had r avaged them. Twenty

five hundred men were working in t he residential sections 

r emoving bodies from the debris and placing them in hlorgues 

for identification. As the number of bodies i n creased this 

method proved i mpossible. The weather was so hot and the 

dead so numerous that the only hope to purify the city and 

keep down disease was t o resort to fl ames. Hundreds of 

bodies were cremated in the ruins where -they had been thrown 
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by t he f orce of the wind and wat er . 

The work of rebuilding went forward rapidly . Said one 

careful writer: 

Peopl e marveled that in six short weeks that 
told a t ale more grewsome, more tragic and faore 
heroic t han ever had been t old on earth , a peop le 
could rise from t he r uins t hat i mprisoned t hem, 
s o break t he s hackles that held them, and so free 
t hemselves from t he burdens of problems never be
fore given to a colllffiunity to solve; that commerce 
could be r es tored and become unr estricted, and 
nroducts of t he West and the Southwest could be 
handled in gr eat vol ume ; and t hat wre ck and de vas
tation could be transformed into Fuarye l ous a c
tivity and wonderful rehabilitation. 

Re cover y was not only r apid , but complete . By Novem

ber 1, 1900, thirty- nine big ocean freighters could be 

seen l oad ing and unloading at Gal veston wharves . At t he 

s ame time hammers, s aws and chi sels were replacing, 

stronger t han ever, t he pr operty dest royed by the st orm . 

Back of this changed condition were citi zens with 

indomitable spirits and courageous heart s who were p lanning 

for a greater Galveston. Their purpose was to place the 

c ity beyond t he r each of wave and strengt hen i t beyond the 

power of wind t o wreck , at the s ame time to prepare for 

nat ur al growth and development. In t he ten-ye ar period that 

followed the 1900 s to rm , t he citi zens of Galveston con

structed a one-million- fi ve- hundred-thousand - dollar concrete 

sea wall about the beach f r ont of t he city , lifted the en

tire city i n a gr ade-raising project no less effective than 

1 Clarence Ousley , Galveston in Ni neteen Hundred, p . 186 . 
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remarkable, at a cost of t wo million dollars, built a 

caus eway across Gal veston Bay which cost a million dollars, 

and topped of f t hi s astoni s hing building progr8.ill by erect ing 

on t he beach a hl i llion- dollar hotel, t he Hotel Galvez. 

)..fter it was de cided t hat a pe r manent prote ctive s ystem 

was a necess ity , Galveston ' s Deep Wat er Commit tee, a body 

of prominent ci t i zen s originally or ganized t o obt ain deep 

water for the port , applied t o t he t wenty-first Legislature 

in Februar y , 19 01 , for a ne v city char t er whi ch would change 

the city ' s government f ro@ the ol d f or w, under which the cit y 

was cont r oll ed by aldermen , t o a commi s sion form . Under the 

nev1 form the Gover nor would appoint a City Colllhli ss ion of 

five illen to manage muni cipal a f fairs ; to aut horize t he city 

t o i s s ue one million f ive hundred thousand dollars i n bonds 

for elevating a port ion of the city ; and to re" it t he ad

valorem t axes coll ected in Galvest on County t o the city for 

a period of fifteen year s . The bill was approved Apr il 1 8 , 

1901, and in September, 1901, the Governor appointed the 

first Cit y Commission . Two mont hs later the Cit y Commission, 

on re comme ndation of a committee rep r esenting t he cit y and 

count y governments and the citi zens, engaged a Board of 

Engineers, composed of Gener al li . M. Roberts, late ch ief of 

the army engineer s , Alfred Noble of Chicago, and R. C. Ripley 

of Galveston , to devise pl ans for t he ad e quate prot e ction of 

t he city . On January 25 , 1902 , t he Boar d of Engi neers sub

mitted a pl an t o t he Board of City Commissioners calling for 
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the construction of a solid concr ete wall around the beach 

front of t he city and for the raising of the grade of the 

city . These plans were a ccept ed , the city agreed t o f inance 

t he grade-ra ising and t he county agreed to finance the sea 

wall. The sea wall bond election was held March 20 , 1902 , 

and $1 , 500 , 000 was voted . October 2 , 1902 , the work of 

building t he sea wall began , and i t will continue so long 

as t he re is a demand for home or business sites in Gal veston. 

This wall is built of solid concrete wade of Texas 

granite and Portland cement . The height is sevent een f eet . 

It i s sixteen feet t hi ck at t he base , sloping i n a concave 

to top t hickness of fi ve f eet . It i s construct ed on a s ound 

pil i ng foundation . These pi ling a r e driven thirt y feet into 

t he s and and clay , four abreast, the entire length of t he 

sea wall. The wall is prote cted from undermining on t he 

Gulf side by an apron of ripr ap t wenty feet wide, aud a row 

of s heet pi ling driven twent y- four feet i nto t he ground and 

extend ing the entire length of t he wall on t he Gulf s ide . 

The origi nal sea wall extends 23,580 f eet, or about 

f our and one- half mi les , from t he Bay front at J ohn Sealy 

Hospital along t he Gulf front past Fort Crockett. The 

complet i on of t his part of t he s ea wall was f ormall y cele

brat ed on t he evening of August 22 , 1904, by t he dedication 

of t he t wo s quare gr anit e monument s at t he foot of Tremont 

Street . A crowd estimat ed at 10,000 gathered t o witness the 

unvei ling and to listen to Governor s . w. T . Lanham , who 
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del i vered t he principal spe ech . 
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2 

Twice since the completion of t hat se ction this f amous 

wall has been extended . On ce t o t Ile east in 1 918 and once 

to t he wes t i n 1925 . The eas t extension r uns out fro11 Sixth 

Street 1 3 , 220 f eet t o t he sout h j etty . The west end exten

sion uas made froc Fift y-t hird Gtre et to Si xt y- first J treet , 

a dist an ce of 2 , 800 f eet . Ther efore Gal vest on t oduy has in 

all about seven and one- half miles of wall whi ch surround 

the entire Gulf front of t he city • 

./hen t he ori g i nal sea wall was compl eted the city turned 

its energy t o t he i mmens e gr ade - r a ising job . Directly be

hind the wall t he gr a de of t he c i ty has been r aised a maxi

mum he i ght of t wenty -one f eet. Fr om t his height the gr ade 

slopes gr adually away from t he Gul f toward t he nort h , one 

foo t i n every fi f teen hundred f eet . Thus t he p urt just back 

of the sea wall is t went y - one f eet above average tide l evel; 

t welve feet at · venue P ; ten feet at · venue J ; and eight feet 

above ti de at venue , fronting on Galve ston Bay . This 

raising of t he ci t y gr ade furDishes a solid ba ck i ng for the 

sea wal l and prevent s the vrnter frma the Gulf from reaching 

t he city . 3 

', /ork on r aising the gr ade of t he city started July 4, 

1904 . The se ction s outh of Broadway and east of Fortieth 

2 The Galves ton Nerrn , r.!arch 13 , 1921, p . 28 . 

3 The Galveston News, October 1, 1919, p . 10. 
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Jtreet was filled by 1910 . A section nort h of Br oadway f rom 

Thirty- third to Fortiet h Street was filled during the yea.rs 

1911 and 1~12 . By 1923 the city had grown beyond its bounds 

and therefore was tSreatly in need of :.uore ground . Fr om 1923 

to 1925 t he land froill Fort ieth to Forty - eighth dtr~0ts be

t ween t he bay and t he gulf was rttised to ti level with that 

of tlle eastern se ction of t he ci t y . 'l' hen from 1925 to 1927 

all l and we s t of :ilorty - eigllth .3treet to the city liu1its was 

filled . 4 

The first gr ade - r a ising proje ct i n Ctll veston WtiS not 

only a gigantic and unpre cedented undertaking , but one that 

called for t he highe3t patriotism on the part of all the 

people . .. ~ore than 2,500 homett had to be r a ised . ,vater 

p ipes , gas p ipes, electric lights and street r H-ilway tra cks 

had to be adjusted to new levels . canal t ,-,o and one- half 

miles long , t hree hundred fe6t wide and t went y feet deep was 

dug fro111 Gal veston Bay , near the J ohn Se a ly Hospital , 

parallel with the sea Hall to Thirty- third Street . For t he 

mere cancellation of t axes property owners willingly leas ed 

t heir lots to the c i t y for t he gr ade - r ais ing cana l site . 

The i mprove1,1e nts on the lots were moved to vacant lots , then 

when the work Has comp leted and the canal filled the illlprove -
5 

wents wer e replaced by the city . 

4 Th~ Galvest on JJeHs , vctober 1 , 1g19 , p . 10 . 

5 The Galveston 1:ews , October 3 , 19~1 , p . 1 . 
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The method of securing an distributing the soil for 

filling i s a ~ost interesting one . 'our sea- going , self -

loading , self- discharging and sel f - pr opelling hopper dredges 

were used . Names and cupaci tie s of t hese dredges v, re as 

follows: Holm--550 y rds o sand ; Leviat b.an--1500 yar ds of 

sand ; :t~ereus II-- 450 yards of sand ; Tri ton- - 450 yards of 

sand p er load . The bulk of this filling sand was sucked up 

f'rom t he bottom of t he bay by these dredges . •r hen the 

dredges brought this material through t ne canal to t he 

section to be f'i l l ed . 'fhe load was then discharged to the 

l and in liquid form through huge pi pes; as the water dr a ined 
6 

back into the canal the sand be cmne firm and soon hardened . 

The method used ·when the ot her sections of t he city 

were rais ed was pr a ctically the sawe except t he drainage by 

means of a canal was not necessar y . Suction dredges l ifted 

the 1Uaterial for t he fill for t he v,est end of t he city from 

Offat's Bayou , a large body of wat er in that part of 

Galveston . The muddy streain of sand and water assiste by 

rel ay stations was often pumped a distance of 19 , 000 feet • 

.. ~ the water drained of f the mud congealed and left firm 

white sand . Te ams and men followed the pipe- line creus into 

these sandy wastes . Streets wer0 gr aded , drains laid, water 

ma ins extended and utility services installed . As t his new 

ground was made ready for the bui lders, house s s pr ang up 

6 The Galveston News , ~ugust 26 , 1~14, p . 7 . 
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everywhere . ride t hrough th€. west end sect ion of the ci t y 

i s awe- i nsp iring , for it is hard to believe t hat a de c&de 

has s een virt uu l waste space converted into lovely re s iden

ti a l sect ions . Fr olli an ari d desert spot t here developed 

Cedar awn , \ estruoor , 1-al.m Gar den , Denver Court and other 
'1 

swaller residentia l divisi ons . 

In t he midst of t hi s section over ihat \iaS at one time 

a fishing pond is t he Alarno School with i ts beautiful lawn , 

lovely flowers , veget o.ble plot s and spacious playgr ounds . 

Near er t he beach , on what also was at one tirae uninhabitable 

land , is t he Lovenberg Junior High School . The area north 

of Broadway has become a gr eat i ndustrial center . Warehouses, 

compr esses, cotton concentration units , f a ctories and gr a i n 

elevators--store , prepar e and f eed into t he port t he many 

export s for whi ch t he c i t y is noted . 

The magnificent sea wall boule vard al so adds t o t he 

beauty and saf ety of Galveston . 'l'his beautiful dri vev;ay of 

bri ck and concrete , on e hundred fif t y feet w ·de , :t1as bGen 

constructed behind and on top of the sea wall for the entire 

length . On September 9 , 1911 , the original boulevar d drive 

v,ay was formally opened for t r uff ic wit h u bi g par ade of 

automobiles led by Governor o. B. Colquitt . In l at 0r years 

as t he sea wall was ext ended eastward and westward the 

boulevard was also extended . 1ot only does the boulevard , 

'1 The Gal ves t on News , ugus t 26 , 1 91 4 , p . 7 . 
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t hough it extends seven and one - half miles a.long the coast , 

prot e ct t he i .:nmedi ate backfil l of t he s ea wall from erosion , 

but it i s one of the most beautif ul marine drives in the 

·world . 

1'/hen the Galveston sea wall was fi r st built, there ·'°,as 

a wide st r etch of bea ch e.:x:tendin · out f rom t he ripr tip at the 

base of t he wall t o t he water s of the Gulf . But t hat wide 

stretch of bench is gone now. It has been scoured away by 

the erosion of t he Gulf currents . As far back as 1909 , when 

beach erosion began to be cons ider ed a serious local pr ob 

lem, General H. lL Robert s r e commended t he construction of 

groins , projecting out into the Gulf about five hundred feet . 

This , he said , was the be s t possible solution of t he erosion 

problem . In June , 1 935 , t went y - six ye ars aft er Ro berts' 

reco.aunendat ion vms made , the eroin pro ject was included in 

the r i vers and harbors bi l l of Congr es s . ' for k began i n 

1936 and ear ly i n 1939 thirteen groins had b en comp leted . 

They extend f r om Twelfth St r eet west to 3 ixty-first Street. 

They ar e spaced approxi mately fifteen hundred feet ap art and 

each pier pro je cts int o t he Gulf five hundred f eet . T e 

result of the construction of t hese gro i ns has be en s atis 

fac t ory , since cons iderable a ccret ion has occurred and the 

observer who has been f runili ar with t he be a ch over a period 

of year s not es dry bea ch where wave s normally washed against 

the sea wall base . 

The history of thi s wonderful tran s fo r n ation in t he 
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city would not be comp lete without mentioning t he causeways 

which connect Galvest on Island with the mainl and . The 

original causeway was built in 1912 . t was construct e d 

vii t h rui idea or strE::ngth and resistance . here are 107 

concr e t e und steel a rches , sixty-thret:: feet wide , extending 

over t v10 an<.1 on~-half wiles of wat er . A s t eel drav,bridge 

i n t he center al lows for passage of vessels through t he 

8 
bay channel . 

,Ii thin t wo de cades after t he original causew1y was 

open ed for traffic the t wo- la...--ie ri vewa, proved in::rnfficient 

to handle t he Grec1.t streur:1 of motor traffic to and from 

Gal vest on . Plans rrere drawn for a concrete slab structure 

on con crete piles . The bridge is fort f ee t wlde and t wenty

f ive fe et above rr1 an lo\l tide , which is tv,elve and one- hal f 

feet higher t han tho first caus eway . Provisi on VJas mude i n 

s pe cif ications for a doubl e - leai' bas cule bridge to adilli t 

passage of vessels through t he bay channel . This bascul e 

was designed t o operat e f ast er t han t he lift bridge on the 

old causeway . This new causevmy 1.:-.'aS bui lt at a cost of 

~2 , 500 , 000 . It ·was opened for t r affic iJove11ber 30 , 1 9 38 . 

3ide,·rnl ks for pedes t rians , an elabor ate systerJ of warning 

lights to prevent accident s when t he ba scule bridge i s be ing 

rti.ised or lowere d, and the streamlined supporting pillars 

are irnproveBent s over t he first bridge . 

8 The Galven ton News , October 21 , 1928 , p . 5 . 



I t has r e quired millions of dollars and year s of 

per sis t ent , hard work t o br ing a bout t hese gr eutly improved 

condi t ions which now pr evail in Gal veston . Since 1 904 the 

t ot al amount of fill i ng pumpe d i nt o t he c i t y i s about 

30 , 000 , 000 cubic :,rards , at a cost of about t went y cents per 

cu ic yard , or appr oxiilia t ely +6 , 000 , 000 . The 3 6 , 2 7d f e et 

of sea wall with t he f i l ling j us t oa ck of i t , t he br i ck 

paved dr i ver,ay and t he ce:aent s idewal k cost appr ox i matel 

6 , 0 00 , 0 00 . The cost of const ructing t he origi nal caus eway 

v.ras about ~4 , 0 00 , 000 !i.Ild t he new causeway a bout ~2 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 

The cost of cons t r u cting t he ser i es of groins whi ch extends 

out i nt o the Gulf was about -,,,234 , 00 0 . 
9 ' h is lilakes a gr and 

t otal exp endit ure of approxi t at e l ~19 , 000 , 000 . 

The ci t y of Galveat on , by u ean s of s ix bond issues and 

by assist tlnce f r ow the stat e and feder al gover ilillent s , has 

expended near ly ~20 , 000 , 000 to make Galve s t on one of t he 

safest and most attr a ct i ve cities on the Gulf of l.iexico or 

t he at lllilti c Seaboard . In 1903 t he st at e of Texas , a ct ing 

t hrough t he Legislat ure , gr ant ed to t he ci t y of Ga l ve ston 

t be st at e ' s portion of t axe s co l l e ct ed i n Gal ves t on Count y 

for a period of t ll i rty- f i ve years . .0ur ing t he ses s ion of 

t he Legisla t ur e i n 1938 , fi ve ye ar s wer e added to t he t ie 

Gal v6st on mi ght ret ain t he s t at e t axes . The remiss ion will 

continue unt i l ·' ept eober, 1943 . '£he city of Gal vest on 

9 The Ga l vest on News , nugust 15 , 1 3~ , p. a. 
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SU pl uts the ti i ' r ceiv d fro L the feder a l ·overnme t 

a d st e.t g v r nm t b 1 vy i ng nd coll t ing 
10 

s bstanti al 

t ax f r om its c i tiz en s . 

Ga lv s ton now s t s high a ov th I t rs of t h e G lf--

conn ct d v,i th t , inlan of Tex s - - pr t c t b a concr te 

~ a ll . I t has b come a safe, healthful 

cessible city wh r e t hous ds go 

a r er ation . 
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d c onveniently ac

ar s ek · n h alt h 



CHAPTER VI 

GALVEf>'TON SINCE 1900 

After 1900 Galveston r ap idly deve loped a syste~ of ort 

f acilities ':rell ad apt ed t o handling t he great volume and 

variety of tr affic which pa ssed t hrough t hat port . Along 

t he nort hern s de of the city fronting on Galve ston Channel , 

wharves extend the city ' s enti re lengt h - - about t hree miles . 

Various i nt erests hnve obtained wharf space, have built 

p iers fro::t vh ich t o load and unload frei ght , and have 

erected warehouses i n wh ich t o store t heir pr oduct s . 

About t wo hundred ei ght y miles of m·r i t ch 3.nd storage 

tra cks ':rere bui lt to a cco:mmodat e frei ght car s carr ying 

gr a i n , cott on , sulphur, rice and other co!TI!Ilodities s hi pp ed 

i nto Gal veston . Five of t he nation ' s l a r gest trunk- line 

r ailways--Burlington- Rock Island; Galveston, Houston and 

Henderson; Uissouri Pacific, It: is s ouri - Kansas and Texas ; and 

Galveston , Colorado and Sant a Fe --serve Galveston snd her 

tr s.d e territory . 

St atis tics for t he year 1937 g ive the value of comrnerce 

through the port of Gal veston for t hat ye ar to be $435,154, -

438 . The export s cons isted of oil , sul phur , wheat, rice, 

cotton , flour, met al and many others . I mport s c onsist ed 

chiefly of bananas , sugar and jut e bagging . Galveston is 

the leading sulphur shipp ing port of the world. A wr iter 
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to The Gal vest on .r' ews says, "For the 1938- 39 season Galveston 

would--though by a slight margi n--be t he principal cotton 

export port of the world, exporting approximately a mill ion 

bales for the season. " On J uly 26, 1939 , Galveston' s cotton 

exports tot a led 945,98 0 bales. Houston was a close second, 

wi t h exports of 934 ,407 bales , and New Orleans was third 

among American ports. Galveston holds the position of the 

l eading gr ain port on the Gulf of 1:exico . 1 

The United J t at es Goverrunent renders numerous services 

to the port of Galveston . The Unit ed St at es Coast Guard 

has stationed t wo hundr ed men at Galveston to pr event 

smuggling , to enfor ce navigat i on laws, to make the harbor 

safe and to give a id to all ves s els in distress . The new 

mi llion- dollar cutter, the 3ar anac, and eight smaller picket 

boats are located at this port. 

The navy hydrographic office mai ntains a br an ch in 

Gal vest on . .l.',essages relat ive to dangers and change8 i n 

lights and buoys are sent daily to ships at sea . Bulletins 

relat ive to these changes are i ssued weekly . Rad io Compass 

St ation N. K. B. is operated by t he government mainl y to 

give ships their bearings. Headquarters and aerials are on 

the northeast end of t he Galveston Is l and . The Li ghthouse 

Servi ce i nvolves the t ending , condi tioning and suppl ying of 

all lighthouses, buoys and other a ids to navigation. Port 

1 The Galvest on News , August 15 , 1939 , se ction C, pp . 2 , 5. 



Inspection Service embra ces the inspection of cargoes, 

baggage of pas sengers, plants, fruits and vege t able s . 

Steamship Inspection Service consists of inspecting vessels 

and gr anting licenses to officers . Grain and cotton ex8.Iil

iners inspect and s ample cargoes of grain and cotton coming 

into Gal vest on . The Federal -,.ureau of hlarine Inspection 

and Navigation has an office in Galve ston. The i nspector 

sees that American s hi ps are in condition to be safe at sea . 

The granting of licenses t o mast er s , mates and engineers of 

American vessels is one of the duties of t his i nspe ctor . 

Galveston ' s financial institutions have developed with 

the city and have figured prominently in building up t he 

commerce of Texas' oldest port . Galveston banks, now among 

the st at e's most modern as to equi pment , facilities and 

banking methods, include t wo of t he oldest i nst i t utions i n 

Texas . The liutchings- 3eal y Nat ional Bank , t he first bo.nk 

in Galveston, was est ablished in 1854 . This was one of the 

first privat e banks in Texas . The First National Bank of 

Galveston, founded in 1865, was the first bank in Texas 

chartered under the National Bank Act of 1863 . 2 This bank 

r et ains its original chart er and has had a continuous exi s

tence . ','i . L. L'loody and Company's Bank began in 1866 under 

the firm's name of W. L. and F. L. ~oody , Cotton Factors . 

The Moody Bank is one of the few banks still unincorporated 

2 Bank Staternent, The Galveston News , March 21 , 1941, p . 16 . 
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and is one of t he largest unincorporated banks in the 3outh

west . The United St ates Nationa l Bank secured a charter i n 

18 70, under t he narn e Island City Real ~state Homestead 

Associ ation. The Kempner interests took this bank over in 

1902 . In 1924 the name was changed to United States Nat ional 

Bank . The largest banking institution in Galveston at the 

present t i me is t he City National Bank . It was organized i n 

3 1907 by W. L. Moody, J r . 

While it is true that Galveston's i ndustrial develop

ment does not compare f avorably with many cities of similar 

size, t he f a ct remains t hat i mport ant manufa cturing plants 

and other concerns located in Galveston do a large business 

annually and provi de employment for hundreds of persons . 

Gal veston's position a s a dominant port brings thousands of 

s hi ps of all nations i n and out of the harbor each year . 

Ships requir e supplies, repairs and other items of operation 

and upkeep . This means t hat shops and plants of various types 

must be r eady t o give s uch service at a moment's notice . AS 

a r esul t mu ch of Galveston's industrial a ct ivity is directly 

conne ct ed with t he s hipping business . 

The Todd- Galves ton Dry Docks, I nc . , one of the major 

shi p rep air pl ants on t he Gulf of 1'.exico and the only coru

plet ely equi pped pl ant i n Texas, is loca t ed on Pelican Spit , 

a cross Galveston Channel from t he wharves of the port . Thi s 

3 The Galveston Hews , Augus t 15 , 1939 , section D, p . 15 . 
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plant , which was a cqui r ed by the Todd interests in 1934, was 

built by the Galve ston Dry Dock and Construction Company i n 

1919 . This const ruction company was compo s ed of loca l in

terests whi ch owned and operated t he pl ant until it was 

purchased by the pr esent ovmers. 

The Todd- Gal veston Dry Docks, Inc . , has t wo flo ating 

dry dD cks of 10, 000 t ons ' lifting power e a ch and a channel 

frontage of 1 , 500 f eet which extends inland 1 , 800 feet. In 

t he construction of t hi s dock a basin was dredged in the 

center of t he property ,, \'a new pier 1 ,000 fe et long was 

built, and t hree of t he old p i er s extended 150 fe et f rom 

s hore . 3ome of t he buildings of t he pl ant have been relo

ca t ed and ot her s rebuilt and ext ended . A large amount of 

new standard guage r a ilroad tra ck has been inst alled and 

the sys t em of tracks recently rearranged in the int erest of 

gr eater efficiency . nev., wharf has been built with enlar ged 

r e ceiving facilities and storage space . An entire l y new 

fire - fi ght ing system has been installed throughout the plant. 

Hundreds of vessels ar e r epaired at the Todd- Galve ston 

Dr y Docks, Inc., e a ch y ear . The St andard Oil Company , which 

has probably the l argest fleet of s hips of any f i r 11 pat r on

izing Gal veston , sends s core s of ves s els to the loca l plant 

each year . Ot her operators of t anker s have shi ps at the 

Dr y Do cks fre quent l y , and a large nwaber of dry car go s h ips 

makes use of t he Gal veston f acilit ies . ,Jhenev8r t he p l ant 

is moderately a ctive, hundr eds of Lien ar e elllp loyed . A 
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launch oper at es between p ier 22 on the Galveston side of the 

channel and the Dry Docks property t o carry Y1or kru.en from the 

city to the pl ant. iJh ile the Todd- Galveston Dry Do cks is 

the princi pal shi p- repairing plant in Galveston , there are, 

however, a number of repair firms located in Galve s ton which 

have faci lities for do ing repair work on a small scale . 

There are many est ablishnents in Galvest on whi ch do not 

depend e ntirely upon shipping for t heir existen ce . These 

concerns are engaged i n t he manuf a cture of various p r oducts 

rrhi ch are sold locall y or distributed over a wide area of 

the interior . Industrial pr ocesses in Gal ves ton include the 

projection of wire and nails , meat pack ing and processing , 

coffee roas t ing and distr ibut ing , rice milling , lit hogr aph

ing and pr inting , awning and s a il-mak i ng , and the manUfac

ture of baggage , storage batteries , bever ages , bakery 

products, bookb i nd i ng , blue prin ts, buckles for cotton ba les; 

iron , brass and bronze castings , cooper age , harness and 

saddler y ; floor mats, mattresses, cabinet s , mi rrors , monu

ments, muffler s , r ubber st amps 8.!ld sten cils , sy rup , tra ilers, 

boats and other i tems. 

The Gal vest on Battery !Y!anuf a cturing Company is engaged 

exclusively in the manufacture of batteries for automobiles, 

trucks and mot or boat s . Exp erts s mp loyed in this plant 

manufa cture and asse;11ble a ll parts ne cessar y t o the building 

of comp lete batteries . 

The Gal vest on Flour lviills manufacture many brands of 
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flour . A large elevator, equipped for loading and unl oading 

grain ships, is operat ed in conne ction wi t h the mills. 

Harness and saddles are manufactured at the establish

r1ent of F . r. . Lo benstein in Galveston . 'f he Gal vest on ,1irror 

Works and the .3outhern Glass and Mirror Company manuf a cture 

mirrors . 

The Broadway Mattress Fact or y, Ray ·.reeker ' s Est ablish

ment , the New York ,.a t tress Company and the Swansdown 

Manuf a cturing Comp any are four of Gal vest on' s fa ctories whi ch 

have a l arge output of mattresses annually . Gotten is the 

chief item used by t hese companies . 

Galveston has a number of machine shops , many of Hh i ch 

engage in ship work . 'fhe Farmers' !Vl1:1rine Cooper iiorks , Inc., 

i s extensively engaged i n the manufacture of casing f or oil 

wells . The ' cDonough Iron 1/orks , Inc ., makes furnace fronts, 

heavy castings and other iron articles . Oth~r pl ant s are 

Gray's Iron Norks, Voight .Ma chine Shop and the Pas chetag 

and Zorn Machine hop . 

The .:','\averick Boat Building Company , locat ed in Galves 

ton, has sucneeded in building up a successful business . 

1iany bo ti.t s are built from orders while others of the 

Buc caneer t Jpe--a small boat noted fo r speed and beaut y-

ar e always in s tock . 

The Texa s ice i.Iilling Comp any , l ocat ed in Ga l vest on, 

is another firm of filUCh importan ce. This firm employs about 

100 men to process and pack rice . Annually a bout 600 , 000 



barrels of this processed rice is sold t o r etailers , whi l e 

50 , 000 or more barrels is sold to local consumers . 
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The Texas Cons wners Gompany is another Galveston 

manufa cturing p lant that gives employment t o t wenty- f ive or 

roore persons t he year round . This concern packs t wenty

five items under the Aunt Susan label , including coffee, 

t ea , pickles and other co:rnmodities . All coffee r oasted, 

ground and packed at the Texas Constlll1ers Plant is imported 

through the port of Galvest on and distr ibuted out of Gal

veston . 

The Gal vest on Coffee and 3pice ~ ills is a con cern 

whi ch does coffee roast ing in Galveston . The pr oduct s of 

t his plant are distributed largely t o r etail trade of t he 

city . 

The ealshine Company , Inc . , is a shoe- polish wanufac 

turing concern located in Galveston . Th is company manu

factures many products whic h are distr ibuted over many 

st ates , including Texas, Oklahoma , ,:issouri and Kansas , as 

well as those along ~he Pacific Coast. 

The iunerican Printing Company , a large commercial 

printing con cern of Galvest on , does lithogr aphing , letter

he ad and bank st atewent work . 

The Hi gh Grade Pack ing Company is another Gal veston 

industry whic h contributes much to t he financi al r ating of 

the city . The ~od r n p l ant is e quipped for s l aught ering and 

preparing meat for the who l esal e tr ad e . These products are 
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distributed in Galveston and out lying points . 

Locat ed in the city of Gal ve ston are some firws whi ch 

were est ablished i n the early stat ehood days @ d ha ve grovvn 

i n i mp ort ance a s t he y ear s passed . Gengler ' s Gro cery Store , 

t he oldes t i n Texas , was es t abl ished in 1 8 51 . The jewelry 

store of Shaw and Sons , which cl a i ms to be one of the old

est in Texas , had its be gi nn ing i n 18 56 . Clark and Court s , 

one of t he old es t pr i nt ing and lithogr aphi ng p l ant s in Texas, 

located i n Gal vest on i n 18 5 7 . 

Cne of the oldest cotton fa ct ors i n Textl s is the firm 

of ,/ • .L.: . 1.:oody ancl Company , whi ch began in Galveston in 

1880 . The Cot t on Concentration Comp any , or gan i zed to con

cent rat e cott on and t o s tandardize it s handl i ng , v,a.s 

st art ed i n Galvest on in 1910 . 

:E.iband' s Depe.rt 1ueut Store, ,.cBride ' s Depar tment s3tore, 

and Cohen ' s Ready- t o- 1ie ar are t hree well- establi s he d stores 

i n t he city . 

Kahn and Levy, complete home outfitters , ha ve been 

doing busines s in Galveston since 1881 . Hammersmith ' s 8 hoe 

Fi rro , t he Galvest on Cptica l Company and S . J . Wi lliams' , 

men ' s f ur n ishing est ablis hment, are some of t he oldest and 

best - est ablished firms i n Gal ves ton . 

Two of t he l at e s t addit ions t o the r e t ail firms of the 

city ar e Sears, Roebuck and Company ' s D6partment Store and 

the Firest one Aut o Supply Store . Bot h of t hese establish

ment s have mod ern buildi ngs ere cted in 1940 . 



The city of Gal ve s t ~n i s one of the larges t in sur cillce 

center s in the 3outh . The six ins uran ce companies with 

home of fice s located there are t he Ameri can Nat ional In

surance Company , the Texas Prudential Insurance Comp any , 

GO 

the 3e curity Nat iondl Fi re Insurance Company , the .American 

Indemnity Company, the Ameri can Fire Insurance Company and 

t he Texas Indemnity Fire Insuran ce Comp any . More t han 1, 200 

persons are employed in t he home offices of t he s e companies 

and the i r mont hly payroll is well over $100 , 000 . Pr emi um 

income fo r these compani es for the year 1 938 was over 

$20 , 000 , 000 . 4 

The happeni ngs of i nt erest i n the city , the s t at e , the 

nation and t he world are chronicled in he Ga l veston Dai ly 

News and The Galveston Tribune . These t wo daily papers are 

owned and publ ished by t he Gal vest on Nev.-s Publ i s h ing Ccmpany . 

Int e r woven i n the h i s t ory of the c i t y of Galvest on is 

t he wo r k of Gal vest on ' s Chamber of Commer ce whi ch wa s organ

i zed i n 1 8 45 when t wo do zen of the city ' s out s t anding mer

chant s banded t he~selves t ogether t o f urther t he int er ests 

of t he ci t y . These men outlined t hei r acti vit i e s and pro 

ceeded mu ch t he Sallie as t he pr esent Chamber of Cmurue rce is 

doing in 1941. The annual r eport of t h i s or ganizat i on , 

published i n 10 72, now on file in the Rosenber g Li br ar y , 

shows hov.r it served t hrough an tnd l ess cha in of pursui t s 

4 The Galves t on 1-ews , Augus t 15 , 1 g39 , section F , p . 5 . 



81 

and u chievements with traf fic p roble1i1s taking the lead . In 

The Galveston News of October 1, 1 · 3~, t h rep ort ed efforts 

of the Chamber of Comr,,er ce for that ye a r were the erection 

of the l,~ar i ne Hospital and a new Eederal building, a nd t he 

r ai sing of an advertis ing fund for a per iod of not less 

than fi ve ears , to be s p e n t exc lusively in advertising 

Galveston as a winter resort . 

The list of a ch ievewe nts for 1941, st a ted by the 

Gal veston Chamber of Cornrnerce at t he ninet y - fifth annual 

dinner , included r esort and port development , the encourage

ment of govern L,1ent projects , the building of a four - lane 

h i ghway to Iouston und a twmEll to Bolivar , an i mprovelJ~ent 

of the a ir- port, the encourage,:1e nt of l:l. Il aviation school in 

conn ection with the Cou1i,1ercial Aviation .Asso ciation tlnd t he 

e rection of a juni or college . 

Much of Gal ve st on ' s popularity as a convention c enter 

is due to the vi gorous wor k of the Convention Depart went of 

the Chamber of Cor:unerce . The happy combination of p leasant 

weather c onditions, idea l hotel f a ciliti es and r e creation

and - r esort a ctivities r..1e et p opular f a vor of convention 

groups . In t he s urJI,1er refreshing bre ezes f rom the Gulf of 

1.:exi co, splendid surf ba thing , fishing and other recreational 

s ports make the c ity a real convention rendezvous . In the 

wint er balmy weat her and comfortable acco1nmoda t i ons are a l so 

appr ecia ted by groups holding mid - winter gat he r ing s . Fr om 

I.lay 1, 1939, to April 30 , 1940 , there were one hundred f i ft y 



conve:1tions held i n Gal ve.:Jton wi th an e 3ti; at e d tittend'.lllce 

of 100 , 000 delegate:n . 3tude:1t groups frorr,. vs.rious parts of 

the state (lld nat ion visit t h i~ city es oh year . It is 

03ti ated t!.mt approx :'lately G, 000 yo~.me ;,eople from colleges 

and high schools vi:-Jit ed Galveston dur ing tho year 1940 . 

Galveston's r e utution as a wint0r an d SUiJIJ.er resort 

has been duo to its irnturul ;,os3essions--the wonderful 

beach which extends full length of the I sland on t he south 

s ide, the mild oli~a te w ioh beckon3 visitors ere frou the 

interior of the state and nation , t ho rolling r aters of the 

Gulf \'lhich are i ncor;-.parablG for both surf bathing and beach 

and deep- sea fis hing . 

~onducive t o complete relaxation , the cli3 ate of Gal

ve ston has long been renowned as a panace a for nervousness, 

hay fever and other hwnun ailw nts ~ hich are contra ct ed or 

else are t he. result of hu.~an susceptibilities . 

"t'hile Galves ton offer3 i nnw .e r able dl versions in the 

way of ent crt a i n~ent and relaxation , many v1s1tors go there 

strictly for t he rest which the sunny shores of t he Gulf so 

grea tly facilitate . Cthers who ar e not content to re l tU 

even on t heir vacs tlons find t ha t whi l e in Galveston t hey 

can golf , ride hors ebb. ck , :r- sh , swim, t ake photographs, go 

for long boat rides, drive on tb6 boulev&rd , or it lliany 

ot her way s s pend a pleasant_ va co.tion . 

Felica.n Isl and , owned by the l un.i cipal Govern,,1ent, is 

suscert i blc to deve. J. op:::-:ent into dock s and v.-nrehouse::; , e.r.d is 
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an i deal location for shi p - building plant s . The city owns 

six public par k s . The ,v-at er -wor k s , fire depart went, sewer 

system and stre et electric l i ght " l ant a.re 0 1.-med by the 

city . The w~t er- works p l ant i s valued at ~2 , 000 , 000 . The 

suppl y of water comes from artesian wells on the mainland 

and i s :::, i ped over the causeway to t he ci t y . The :pr operty ot 

the Gal vest on './harf Comp any was a cquired by the city of 

Gal veston in 1940 . The water front i s in the han ds of 

trustees and is known as Galveston ''lharves . The Galve s ton 

ai r - port has been ext ensively i mpr ove d . the United St ates 

Government dur ing the year 1 94 0 spent $1,000,000 on improve 

!:1ent s at Fort 8r ockett . 'r he greater portion of this went 

for offi cers ' quart er s . 

The Gal veston Cotton ~xchange building ere ct ed in 1878 

was r azed and a mode r n build i ne was ere ct ed in 1940 . The 

Jack Tar Court is t he l at est and rnost u_p - to - date carop for 

vac ationists . 

Two concrete s tructures erect ed in Galve ston i n 1937 by 

t he Feder a l Government are t he I mmi grat i on nuilding dnd the 

? ost Off ice Build ing . The Texas Gi t y Gas Company and the 

3outhwestern 3ell Telephone Company which were erected in 

1 939 are extensive , modern l ants f or t he conveni ence of 

t he citi zens of Gal vest on . 

A magnificent fire - proof city auditorium with a seating 

capaci t y of 5 ,000 and tl splend id l ibr ar y endowed with a fund 

of $1 , 000 , 0 00 are t vo buildi ngs mu ch appr e ci ated by the 
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i nhab it ants of Gal veston . The J ohn 3ealy Hosp it al, one of 

t he fines t and best - equipped hospitals in the South , is 

locat ed i n the city of Galve s t on . The city also has a large 

Roman Cat holi c Hospital known a s St. Mary's Infirmary , a 

State Psychopathic Hosp ita l and a Mar ine Hospital. 

The following organiz ations have erected commodious 

buildings in Galveston: the Y. W. C. A., the ~asons, t he 

El ks, the Knights of Columbus and the Eagles. Galveston has 

fort y churches for white people and t welve churc hes for 

colored people , t wo orphan asylums, a home for homeless 

children and a home for aged women; a number of private 

schools, t wo Roman Catholic academies, Kirwin High School 

f or boys, t wo business colleges, a senior public high school, 

t wo junior high schools and seven graded s chools f or white 

children , one high and f our graded schools for colored 

children . 

Bus iness condit ions in Galveston as t he year 1940 closed 

wer e very s atisf act ory . The popul ation as s hown by the 1940 

census was an i ncrease of 13.97 per cent dur ing the past ten 

years. A building boom was experienced in Gal ves ton during 

1940. The first s ix months of t hat year showed an increa se 

of thirty per cent over t he previous year. The citizens are 

showing their conf i dence in the future of Gal veston and that 

spirit is what makes cities great. 



CH.AP!' ER VI I 

GALVEST ON AS CULTURAL CE!x"TER 

The cult ural life and r elig ious welfare of Texas owe 

much to t hose who came to Gal veston aboar d sailing vessels 

and whose influence spread t hroughout t he broad expanse of 

t he gre at st at e. Gal ves t on 's church history goes back to 

the early days of t he Republic of Texas, when church he ads 

i n the East thought of Texas as a wilderness fi l led with 

heat hen . 1a s s i onari es were sen t into the wild country and 

it was f rom among t hese t hat t he men came who organized 

Galveston's first chur ches . 

There are a number of beautiful and impressive church 

buildings in Galve s t on . None are old as chur ch history is 

re ckoned , t he oldest church edifi ce being St. Mar y 's Cathe

dr al, erected in 1847 and dedicated November 26, 18 48 . An 

interes t ing f a ct in connection with t he building of t his 

Cathedral is t hat 5 00 ,000 bri cks used in its construction 

were contributed by Catholi cs in Europe and transported free 

to Galveston . At t he time t his building was dedicated the 

whole st at e of Texas cons tituted a diocese with Reverend 

John 1larie Od i n as Vicar Apostol ic of Texas . Only t hirteen 

priests were in the stat e at t hat time . Fat her Odin became 

t he firs t bishop of Galveston , which was the principal c i ty 

of the diocese. The Cathedra l weathered the 1900 storm 



though it suffered some damage. Since that occurrence it 

has been t horoughl y renovat ed a nd many i mprovements have 
1 been made . 
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Sacred Heart Parish was organized by Cat holics residing 

in the east portion of t he city in 1884 when t he l ate Bishop 

N. A. Gallagher made a division of his parish and assigned 

t o t he J esuits the organization of thi s parish. A chur ch 

building was completed and dedicat ed on J anuar y 17, 1892 . 

It was destroyed by the hurricane of 1 900 . The present 

church building was dedic at ed J anuary 17, 1904. 

St . Patri ck 's Church, another i mpressive Cat holic 

church, was ere cted in 1874 i n the west end of Galveston. 

Accord ing to a gener ally accepted tradition the first 

Prot est ant sermon was pr ea ched in Gal veston in 1836 . The 

preacher was a Pr esbyteri an , Reverend Henr y Re id, member of 

the Hopewell Presbytery of Georgia. In 1839 Reverend John 

McCullough organized the Presbyterian congregation in Gal

veston. Funds were r a ised for t he erection of a church, and 

the first service was held in the new building in 1843. The 

bui lding now in us e was ded icated in 1889. The storm of 

1900 did not cause a great deal of damage to t his building. 2 

The church property has been mu ch i mproved, and now in 1941 

thi s church is one of t he ci t y ' s sturdiest l andmarks. 

1 Anonymous, "History of Chur ches , " The Galveston News, 
July 11, 1936 , p . 39. 

2 Ibid. 
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The Ep iscopalians comprised such a smal l religious 

group in the early year s of Galveston that t hey enjoyed the 

privilege of worshiping toget he r only occasionally. On 

October 31 , 1839, Re verend R. Vi . Chapman , who had be en sent 

as a missionary to Eouston , conduct ed t he firs t Ep iscopalian 

service of whi ch there is any record on the Island . Reverend 

Henr y B. Goodwin in 1840 organized the Ep iscopalian f amilies 

into a par ish and assisted them in p r ocuring Reverend Benja

min Eaton to serve as rector . The first services cond ucted 

by Kr . Eaton were in the homes of members of t he parish . In 

1841 he went nort h and secured f unds with which t o build a 

chur ch . The str ucture was completed in 1841, but was par

ti ally wr e cked by a hurricane i n 184 2 . Rep airs were made 

and t he building served the congregation for t en years. The 

present building at Twent y-third Street and Avenue G wa s 

erected in 1855 . The church was closed for the duration of 

t he Civi l War. 

Yir . Eat on died in 18 71, after serving the church thirty

one years. In 1891 the members of Trinity Parish, t o show 

t heir appreciation for his life of ser vice , erected Eaton 

Chapel on t he south side of the plot of ground on which 

Trinity Church had been built. One of Galve s ton ' s phi lan

t hropists, Henry Rosenber g , a member of the parish , paid 

$26 ,000 of t he expenses of e r e ct ing t he building . 

Repair wor k on the buildi ngs after the hurri cane of 

1900 incurred an expenditure of $60,000 . ~ince 1928 a 
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thousand-dollar building program has added materially to the 

appearance of the church property of Trinity Parish. 3 

The parish of Grace Episcopal Church had its beginning 

as a branch Sunday School of Trinity Episcopal Church. This 

Sunday School prospered and funds for a permanent building 

were r a ised. In 1876 Gr a ce Parish was organi zed and became 

i nd ependent of Trinity Church. The late Henry Rosenberg 

bequeathed t 30,000 for the erection of a permanent home for 

the church . The building was dedicated in 1895 . Mrs. Mollie 

R. MacGill Rosenber g gave an additional $20,000 for church 

furniture . This structure of white stone is one of the most 

i mposing buildings in west end Galveston . 4 

A group of Baptists gat hered i n the home of !cl' . and .Mrs. 

Theodore H. Borden on January 30, 1840, and organized the 

First Baptist Chur ch of Galveston with twelve charter mem

bers. Dr. James Huck ins was instrumental in effecting this 

organization and in obtaining f unds for t he erection of a 

chur ch building . The structure was completed and dedicated 

in September, 1841. It was used until 1880, when it was 

replaced by a brick building on the northwest corner of 

Twenty-second Street and Avenue 1.5 During the Civil War 

3 Pauline Spurway , Trinity Ep iscopal Church, Galveston, an 
unpublished manuscript, Estill Library, Huntsville. 

4 Anonymous, "History of Churches, " The Galveston News, 
July 11, 1936, p. 39. -- ---

5 J. O. Dyer, an unpublished manuscript, Rosenberg Library, 
Galveston. 
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the church was used as barracks for soldiers . After the war 

closed, when the f amilies who had left the c i t y for the dura

tion of t he war returned t o their homes , t he Bapt ist Church 

was opened and servi ces resumed . The bri ck building was 

destroyed by the hurri cane of 1900, and many members of the 

church were drowned . The building used at present, loc ated 

at Twenty- second Street and avenue I , was erected in 1902-

1903 and dedicated in ~ay , 1903. Three buildings have been 

added t o t he churc h propert y t o accommodate the Sunday School 

enrollment. Pl ans are prepared and $?0 , 000 of t he $1 00 ,000 

desired is i n t he banks t o ere ct a church audi t orium fo r the 

First Baptist congregation . 6 

The 1,eth odi s t Church was organized in 1840 by Reverend 

Thomas O. Sur .. Lmers . A house of wor ship known as Ryland Chape l 

was ere cted in 1843 with funds donat ed by Reverend 1/illlam 

Ryl and , of 1:aryland . This bui l ding was used until 18?1 when 

St . John's ?.1et hodi st Church was erected at the corner of 

Twent y - fifth Street nnd Broadway . St. J ames 1:ethodi st Church 

was organized in the east end of Gal vest on in 18 70 and a 

building erected at t hat time . 

The 19 00 hurricane destroyed both St. James and St . 

John 's Churches. The members of these congr egations then 

combined to organize the First ~e t hodi st Ep iscopal Church, 

Sout h, and they erected a building at Nineteenth Street and 

6 Anonymous, "One Hundredth Birthd ay Anniversary of Baptist 
Church , " The Galveston News, January 31 , 1 940, p . 8 . 
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Avenue I in 1906 . The church property consi sts of the church 

plant, an annex and t he parsonage . Plans are prepar ed and 

f und s partly colle cted t o ere ct an addition to the present 

edifice t hat ~~11 accommodate a Sunday School whi ch is over-
7 

flowing its quart ers. 

The Central ~.~ethodist is one of t he older chur ches . It 

is t he out gro h of a miss ion est ablished in 1 885 . This 

chur ch was f i r s t known as \·/ es t End 1Iet hodist Ep iscopal Chur ch, 

Sout h , Inc. 

For Jewish citizens of Ga lve ston there are t wo fi ne 

s ynagogues . Temp le B' nai Israel, at Twenty- second Street 

and Avenue I, i s the oldest and lar ges t . This s ynagogue was 

dedicat ed !!ay 25 , 18 71. The original building cost i 2s , 000 

and additions were built i n 1886 and 1 890 . I n November, 

1 928, the Henry Cohen Community House vms dedicat ed by the 

Jewi s h people. The erect ion of this Community House by me~

bers of Temple B'nai Israel was in recognition of forty 

years of service by Rabbi Henr y Cohen to t he pe ople of Gal

veston and t he stat e of Texas . 

Congregation Bet h Jacob, Galveston's other pla ce of 

wor shi p for the J ews, was built in 1932 at a cost of $40,000. 

First Chur ch of Christ Scientist, of Galves t on, was 

organized in november, 1896 . Rented buildings were used to 

house the congregation until t he present building at 

7 Anonymous, "Met hodism in Galveston Will Observe Centennial 
Next Year, " The Galveston News , April 13, 1941, p . 8 . 
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Twent y- seventh 3tre et and Avenue O was constructed in 1916. 

The church building consists of t wo stories erect ed at a 

cost of ~115, 000 . 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church , in former days known 

as Ger man Lut her an Chur ch , was organi zed in 1850. This 

congregation has always wo rshipped in a building locat ed 

where t he ir present church horie is located, at Twenty-fo urth 

Street and· Avenue G. In the beg inni ng t he Geriuan langua ge 

was used i n t he conduct of s ervices, but s i n ce 1892 Ger man 

and English are used, with the Gerr,1ari language employed only 

when the o ccas ion de11ands . In 1 91 6 a bri ck s tructure was 

erected for Sunday School and s ocial Gat herings . 

Among other l eading churche s of l.iiore r ecent origin are 

Cent r al Christi an Chur ch , which was est ablis hed in 1 91 9 ; 

'.ies t mi nst er Pr esbyter ian Chur ch , an old congregation which 

for years \"las known as Tr ueheart V:emorial Chur ch ; :?. ion 

Lut heran Church , at Ei ght eent h and !,:arket Str eets; Scandi

navian 11e t hod ist Church , which in l ater years be came known 

as 3t . James Viethodist Chur ch ; St . John 's Lut her an Church ; 

First Spiritualis t Chur ch ; the Hellenic Orthodox Church , 

Chur ch of the As s umption of t he Virgin ?v:ary ; the Serbian 

Orthodox Chur ch , the Church of 3S . Const ant ine and Helen .
8 

There are a number of l~egr o chur che s in the city . The 

8 Anonymous, "Relig ious Developrnent Followed Closely t he 
Progr es s of t he City , " The Gal vest on News , August 15, 
1939 , p . 4. -- ---
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Avenue L Baptist Church, located at 2610 a venue L, is the 

oldest Negro Baptist church in Galveston . The date of the 

organi zation of this church could not be found . But the 

records of First Baptist Church show t ha t t he persons who 

were charter members of A.venue L Hegro Baptist Church were 

members of irst Baptist Church until 18 60 . 9 Cther ;egro 

Baptist churches a r e ,ies t oint , ,_ount Cal vary , t nion, 1:ount 

Pilgrim, b1acedonia, rini t y , St . Luke and Junlight . 

eedy Chapel, t he mother church of Negro ~ethodism in 

Texas, was organized in 18 56.
10 Other 7egro 1-ethodist 

churc hes in Galveston are 1'iesley Tabernacle, Shiloh, Carter's 

Temple, St . Paul and 3t . Andrews . 

The history of Galveston's churches is an amazing story , 

not just a recor d of names and dates and fi gures . There was 

a const ant struggle against discouraging hardships and a 

final victory g a ined because of determined ef fort and devo

tion to a cause . There are many institutions that owe their 

beg innings t o Galveston and few reali ze t he sacrifices made 

by old p ioneers of t his city in being t he origina tors of 

i ns ti tut ions of charity , hwnani ty, philanthropy and religion . 

Listed among t he i nstitutions of charity found in 

Galvest on are t hr ee or phans' homes - -the Galveston 0rphans' 

liome , t he Lasker home for liorueless Children and 3t. 1.ary's 

9 ~ inut c s of First Baptist Church, March, 18 60 . 

10 Churc h r e cords of Reedy Chapel, Galveston . 



Orphanage, all of whi ch are doing good work in providing 

homes for chi l dren who have been deprived of their own . 
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The fi r s t orphanage in Texas was St. 1~:ary' s Orphanage, 

established in Galveston in 1866 , on t he present site of St. 

Mar y's I nfirmary . Thi s was first cal led St. Mary's Orphan 

a sylum , meaning a place of refuge and protection. The 

Sist ers of Chari t y of t he Incarnate Viard were in charge and 

l\iot her St. Joseph became the first superioress. Twenty or

phans were Ctlred for a t t hat time. In 1 8 74 a tra ct of land 

t hree miles west of t he city near Gr een's Bayou, fronting 

t he Gulf of :exico , was purchased. -~any donations were re

ceived l:lild t he property i mproved. Coruf'ortable buildings 

were erect ed and the institution expanded until t here were 

one hundred inmates; at that time more Sisters joined t he 
11 

staff at t he orphanage to assist in caring for the orphans . 

The 1900 storm destroyed the buildings and ninety of 

t he boys and girls and a number of the Sisters were killed . 

Bishop N. A. Gallagher of the diocese of Galveston determined 

t hat the orphanage should be r e~ stablished . He purchased a 

tra ct of l and at Fortieth Street and Avenue Q. In December, 

1901, a new building was completed . In 1 91 2 Dr. and k rS . 

Fred K. Fisher gave the block of ground just north of t he 

orphanage for a p l ayground. At pr esent St. Mary's Orphanage 

11 anonymous , " Charity Projects of City Centered on Three 
Orphans' Homes ," The Galveston News, Augus t 15, 1939, 
p . 13. -
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cares f or all t he orphans of the Galveston Catholic diocese, 

f , 1 t . t· 12 which extends rom ~a ves ton o h US in . 

One of t he f i rst orphanage s in Texas was the Galveston 

Or phans' Eome , est a bl ished in 1880 . I n 18 79 t here was a 

need t o care for orphans i n t he city , and a Mrs . 3usie Ar

nold, living at Twelfth and Strand Streets, becaJJ1e greatly 

i nt er est ed i n t he care of orphans. Though her wor k was not 

s ys t e~atized or carri ed on with any defini te a i lli , sne took 

chi l dr en int o he r holJle when she found t hem i n a destitute 

condition and, without assist ance, f inanci 1 or ot her wise, 

car ed f or t hem i n a mot herly way t o t he bes t of her ability . 

~s t he nuober of or phans in :rs . .til'nold's home i ncre ased, 

t he wor k attracted t he at t enti on of ot her pe ople and , as a 

conse quer.ce , on Decer ... ber 3 , 18 79 , an or gan i z ation wa s per

f e ct e d und er t he n8..ule of t he I s land City Or phans' Home . A 

board of dire ctor s was appoint ed to take over t he work of 

t:r s . Arnold , r el ieving her of t he fi nanci al r esponsi bility . 

On January 28 , 1880, 11rs . Arnol d agreed to t h e proposal of 

t e boar d , and t he I s l and City Or phans' Home entered into 

t he work fo r which it was organized . A lot was purchased on 

t he corner of Twenty-firs t Street nnd ~ venue :rl for the pur

pose of erecting a home . Improvements to t he value of 

$3,500 were aut hori ze d in 1881 and t his building was r e ady 

for occupancy in ugus t of that year . Funds for the erection 

12 Ibid. 
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of an i nfirmary for si ck children were contributed by l,J- . 

and I,~ s . 1:. Kopper 1. The infirmary was completed in 1885 

and used unt il 1894 . Addition~l lots were purcha sed in the 

same block in which the lots were originally ·acquired i n 

1 889. Five years l ater t he t r us tees of the home were ad 

vised t hat Henr y Rosenberg had set aside in his will ;30,000 

t o be used by the direct ors for t he construction of a modern 

building for t he use of the children . The buildi ng was com

ple t ed in 1895 and t he name of t he organ i zation changed to 

t he Galveston Orphans' Home . 

The storm of 1900 practically destroye d t he home . The 

trust ee s v:ere notified t hat ·,'-lilliarn R. He arst and a number 

of men in Kew York had dona t ed $50 , 000 t o a i d orphans of 

t he city. The central relief committee i n Gal veston decided 

t o t urn this amount over t o t he Gal vest on Orphans ' Home . On 

l~arch 30 , 1902, a new home was dedicat ed and opened for use . 

Severa l years ago t he trustees de ci ded to put as ide in an 

i nvestment f und all a.mount s received i n excess of $1,000, 

using the pr oceeds of t he invest ment for oper ating expenses. 

The l ast financia l report s hows t hat the Galveston Orphans' 

Home owns securities to th e val ue of $146, 300. 13 

In 1894 a group of women met t o discuss t he problem of 

caring for helpless childr en in Ga lveston, and as a result 

t he Society for Friendles s Children was organized and 

1 3 Ibid . 
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incorporated . These women acquired a building on the corner 

of Thirty- sevent h Street and venue R and established a home 

for children . The 1900 s torm des t royed the building , and 

many of t he inmat es were lost . 

Assiste d by the city of Galveston and the county , the 

1'..cLemore home on Sixteenth Street and Avenue K was acquire d 

and the wo r k was continued . I n 1 912 ~ - Lasker, a prolliinent 

business man , gave t he association $15 , 000 t o repair and 

refurnish the build i ng . The name of the home was changed 

to Las ker Home f or Homeless Children . 

The Gal veston Orphans' Home is self - support i nB , while 

St . I.!ary' s Orp hanage and Las ke r liome for Homeless Children 

are maint ained by f und s fr offi t he Colfilllunity Chest . These 

howes wer e pr ovi ded fo r t he many he l pless ch ildren in t he 

cit y of Gti lVt ston . 14 

The Gal vest on br anch of t he Young :.:en 's Christian 

Ass oci ation was chartered i n 1 884 . The history of t he Y. 11 . 

C. A. , f r om its organization until the construction of the 

pre sent building on Twenty- t hird 3treet, is one of heroic 

struggle aga i nst t reL1endous odds . There was always a short 

age of f unds and as a consequence it was al most impossible 

to support a secret ary to keep t he organization together . 

Several public - spir i t ed raen gave t heir time without charge 

to further the mo vement, but this was not sat isfactory. 

14 Ibid . 
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Henry .osenberg died in 18 93 , and in his will he pro 

vided that sufficient funds be given the association to 

enable it to constru ct it s own building . The present build

i ng vrns finis hed on January 1 , 1898 . During t he f ollowing 

year t he nen home was ad equately fur:ui shed , and for the 

first time the organi zation was ready to serve accept ably . 

In 1 923 an annex was constructed , v1hich added materi ally 

t o t he efficiency and convenience of the athletic depart 

ments of the associ ation . The boys' department of t he 

Galveston br anch of the Y. fu . C. A. offers many i nt eresting 

features which have as sisted in the solution of delinquency 

problems . Clubs , r e creational e vents , swi mming and life

saving classes and t he sponsoring of camp s are so1..e of the 

means used to a ssist t he underprivileged . 

The Young : a.wen 's Christian ASs9ciation wa s fo und.ed i n 

1 914 . ln.Llediat el y ai't erward a club room and a home were 

opened for working g irls . Bible courses , craft and handwor k 

courses , socia l functions and other social and recreational 

a ctivities were off er ed to gi r ls and women . 

In June , 1 924 , t he as socia tion J.uoved to its present 

headquart ers at Twenty - f ir s t J treet and Avenue G, a magnifi

cent three- story building of hollow tile and stucco in 

Spanish style architecture . This building and the f urn ish

ings cost $ 201 , 000 . It contains gymnas i UILJ. , cafet eria , 

librar y , aud itorium , lobby and lounge , club rooms and rest 

rooms, secret arial offices as well as roof garden and tenni s 



court in connection . The bui lding , bot h for exter ior and 

interior beauty and usefulness , is considered one of the 

finest st r uct ur es i n Galves t on . The ui l ding with i t s 

furnishi ngs was t he gift of :W.rs . J . C. League, and stands 
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as a monument to her generosity . Twenty- f ive thousand do l 

l ars vms beque athed the Young ;.'iomen ' s Christ ian As soci ation 

by R. B. Hawley for the construction and equipp ing of a 

gymnasiUTu i n the building a s a 111emorial t o his daughter, rs. 

Sue Hawley Oakes . In 1921 a Y. W. C. A.. residence for girls 

was give n by the late Br ewer 1v. Key as a weruorial t o his 

wife , 1:rs . Julia Vedder }~ey . This building at Twenty- fourth 

Street and Avenue J accoruruodates fifty- fi ve girls in safe , 

home - lik e surroundings . The t ot 1 value of this g i f t wa s 

~97 , 000 . 

The Young ,ioruen' s Christian Asso ciation in Gal vest on is 

eighty per cent self- supporting &nd is one of t he cuarticter

building agencies parti cipati% in t he Community Chest for a 

portion of its necessar y funds . The ileadquarters Building 

is used as a com.u:unity house by many organi zations and swall 
15 groups . 

The Girls' Musical Club was organized in 1892 for the 

purpose of educating its lliembers and t~e public to t he end 

t hat high-class music mi ght be appr e ci ated at it s full worth . 

15 Anonymous , "Chapt ers of Y. c. A. and Y. w. C. A. in 
Galveston , " The Galveston News, August 15, 1 939 , p . 10. 
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The club's membershi p list s have i ncluded since its 

foundation s ome of t he best musical talent of the city, and 

s ome of t he f oremost artist s i n the musi cal wor ld have been 

pr esent ed i n Ga lveston under t he ausp ices of t his organiza

tion . Among t hem are Geral di ne Far rar , Olga Samaroff, Ossip 

Gabrilowitsch, Ignace J an Paderewski, Vladimir de Pachmann , 

Char les Wakefield Cadman , Thurlow Lieurance, Nina Koshetz. 

The organization of parents and tea chers is t oday a 

vi t al auxili ar y t o t he public s chools of every city and town 

of any i mportance in the st ate. The f irst ~ot hers' Club i n 

Texas was organized in 1903 by E. J . Littlejohn , well-known 

Gal veston educator, in the old Al amo School of which Mr . 

1-ittlejohn was then principal . The cl ub had thirty charter 

members, who began at once t o work for t he i nt erest of t he 

school. The mothers of ch ildren and t he principals of other 

schools of Galveston were qui ck t o realize t he advantage to 

be ga i ned by banding toget her in a common effort, and soon 

every school in the city had its own organization, whi ch by 

1908 had become t he Parent-Teach ers As soci ation. 16 

Galveston could well be called t he city of brot herly 

love, f or nowhere in the United St ates, a ccording to popula

tion , have citizens contribut ed more generously to benefac

tions which have added t o the cultural, edu cational, medical 

and eleemosynary advancement of the city. Schools, librar i es, 

16 Anonymous, "Galveston is the Cradle of Parent-Teacher 
Movement, " The Galveston Tribune, November 20 , 1939, p . 2 . 
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hospitals, homes for orphan chi l dren and the aged and infirm, 

drinking fount ains for animals , c haracter- building i nstitu

tions, par ks and pl aygrounds--al l have t heir place in 

Gal veston 's civic structure , many of t hem l ar ge l y the gift 

of public-spirited Gal vestonians who se love and devotion 

have extended even beyond t he grave . 

Included among Galveston's long list of benefa ctors are 

members of the Seal y f amily--John Seal y, t he father; John . 

Seal y , t he son; and 11rs . R. Waverly Smith (Jenny Sealy), the 

daughter--whose benefactions will ultiillately enrich t he 

city's medical and hospitalization program by nearly ;i 30 , -

000 ,000; Henry Rosenberg, whose love f or h is adopted cit y 

was manifested through liberal contri butions fo r a school, 

a library , an orphans' home, a home for aged and infirm 

women, a Y. tr. C. A. and other institutions ; George Ball, 

who contri but ed funds f or t he ere ction of a high school 

building and whose f amily l a ter augiuented t he amount be

queat hed ; Brewer \'i . Key , who built an elementary school, 

provided pl aygrounds for t he children of the city , and who 

gave t he Young \'/omen 's Christ ian Associ ation r esidence f or 

emp loyed women of t he city ; 3t anley E. Kempner, who gave 

Kempner Park t o the citizens of Galveston ; :Mrs . J . C. League, 

who gave t he Young Women 's Christian Association a commodious 

bui ld ing to be used for Y. W. C. A. act ivities; Mrs. I . 

Lovenberg, who contribut ed $50 , 000 as a nucleus for a teach

ers' pension fund in memory of her husband and on he r de ath 



101 

bequeathed the residue of her estate to Lovenberg Junior 

High School . B. Adoue and I.:orris Lasker , prominent men in 

banking and commercial circles, installed the first ri1anual 

training system in the Galveston Public Schools . In men ory 

of lr . Adoue , his son, Louis Adoue , equipped Sherii.Lan Park in 

the east end of t he city as a playground for children . The 

late Frank c. Pat ten , librarian of Rosenberg Librar y for 

t went y -five years, left the residue of his estate to the 

library . 

Event uall y Galveston will share in the joint will of 

Mr. and 11rs. Robert Weis, who died several years ago in New 

York City. They had lived a number of years in Galveston 

and had been a ctive in social and community life . WJ.l' . Weis 

died several years pr ior to 1.irs. Weis' death. Their joint 

will discloses that after cert ain stipulations have been 

fulfilled the residue of their estate, estimated to exceed 

$1,000,000, will go toward the construction of a ne w· high 

school for Galveston , to be knovm as t he Robert and 1:amie 

Weis High dchool . 

Galveston 's Ros enberg Library is one of the city's 

sources of pride. This library was made possible through 

t he philanthropy of Henr y Rosenberg, a Galveston capitalist 

who died in 1893 . His dominant characteristic is clearly 

illustrated by a clause of his will which reads t hus : 

I desire to express in practical form my 
affection for the city of my adoption and f or 
the people among whom I have lived for so many 
years , trusting that it wi ll aid their intellectual 



and moral development and be a source of 
pleasure and profit to them and their children 
and their children's children, t hrough many 
generations. 
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A bequest of $620,000 was made by 1:r. Rosenberg to est abl ish 

and endow this library. 

The present building was dedi cated in June , 1904. The 

City Commission voted in 1905 to turn over to the Rosenber g 

Library all books of the existing Galveston Free Library, 

which was organized in 18?1. The growth of Rosenberg Li

brary cons titutes somewhat a yardstick by which to measure 

the cultura l progress of the people of the city of Galveston . 

There were 8 ,000 volume s placed on the shelves when the 

library opened in 1904. Records show that in 1940 there 

were about 110,000 books, 85,000 pamphlets and a valuable 

collection of Texas and Galveston historical material. The 

loan records have increased from 1,000 the first year to 

over 150,000 in 1940. There is no more certain indication 

of the realization of I~ . Rosenberg's desire than the in

creasing patronage of t he institution which he founded and 

supported. 17 

To meet the demand for more and better qualified 

physicians in the stat e of Texas, the Legi slature created in 

1881 a }1:edi cal Department of the Texas University. The vo t ers 

of the state select ed Galveston t o be the seat of that 

l? Anonymous, "Rosenberg Library Performs Uultitude of 
Services, " The Galve s ton News, February 25 , 1940. 
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department . 

One of t he r equirements specified by the Legislature 

was that the city select ed donat e a block of ground on wh ich 

a bui l ding t o be known as the :il'.:edica l Buildi ng would be 

erected by the state . John Sealy, one of Galveston 's most 

libera l benefactors, gave t he block of gro und, and in further 

compl iance with t he req_uire1Uent of the legisl ative a ct ::Jr . 

Seal y erected i n 1890 , on a bl o ck of gr ound east of t he 

i' 'edical Building , the J ohn Seal y Hospital. This building , 

well equi pped for car ing f or the sick, was deeded to the 

cit y of Galve s t on , and t he ci t y deeded it t o t he st at e . The 

st ate, a cting through the Board of Regent s of the Univers ity, 

leased t he property to the cit y of Galves ton . The lea s e 

provi ded th at the John Sealy Hospit a l be used i n conne ction 

vvi th t he 11edi cal Branch of the Un ivers i ty and t hat t he wards 

and clini cs be used by the staff i n gi vi ng clini cal i ns truc

tion t o t he medi cal s t udent s . In this way Mr . Sea l y planned 

t o r elieve the suffering of t he poor of Galv eston . 

The ~edical Building wa s completed in 1891 a nd t he 

Uedical Br anch of t he Universit y opened October 1, 18 91, 

under lllost f avorable conditions n ith a p l ant valued at ~200,-

000 . Bot h the hospital and t he Medi cal College rendered 

service t o a greater number wit h each passing month, and it 

was soon ne cessary t o make other expendi tures . In 1899 the 

hospital was renovated and en larged by t he Seal y fami l y at 

an expens e of $30 , 000 . After the destructive storm of 1900 
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the hospital was repaired and damaged furnishings replaced 

by the Sealys . Since t hat t ime many additions and i mprove 

ments have been made by funds from the Sealy estate . Two of 

t hese contributions were made in 1932 when Rebe cca Sealy 

l~urses' Residence and a five - story out - patient building wer e 

erected by the Sealy-Smi th Foundat ion . 18 

Si n ce t he erection of t he Crockett Scho ol Bui lding in 

1914, there have been t wo bond issues for school expansion 

voted by the citizens of Galve ston . The $1 , 000,000 from the 

s ale of bonds voted in 1925 was used to repair and i rr.prove 

t he old buildings and to erect a building to repla ce t he old 

Goliad School Building . From t he proceeds of the 1 29 bond 

issue t wo junior hi gh schools - - Lovenberg Junior Il igh School 

and Stephen F . Austin Junior Hi gh School, one elementary 

school--the Alamo School to repla ce the old .Alamo building-

and t wo elementary school buildings for co l ored children, 
19 

Booker T. i'lashington School and John Carver School. 

Because of t he rapid expansion of the city west ward , 

plans are made and s ufficient funds are on reserve to ere ct 

another element ary school in t he west end of t he ci t y . The 

highe st standards have alv;ays been maintained by t he Galves 

ton Public Schools and every opportunity provided f or a 

18 Anonymous , "Charter Foundation f or Scaly Hospit al," The 
Galveston News , March 20, 1922 , p . 7. 

19 Anonymous, "Public Schools Established in City of 
Gal veston, " The Galveston News, Jul y 11, 1936, p. 13 . 



105 

well- balanced school progr am to be offered . 

Gal veston's paroc hial school s have p l ayed an i mportant 

part i n t he educationa l development of t he city and many of 

t hese institutions were cl osely connected wit the early 

history of the ci t y . 

Ursuline Convent in Galveston has the dist inction of 

being t he oldest Catholic school in Texas . It was estab

lished in 1847 by the Ursulines from New Orleans . 

The Ursuline Nuns have supervision over St. Patrick's 

and St . Peter' s Schools . St . Patrick's School is now lo

cated at Thirty- fifth Street and Avenue J . They have a com

modious building , well e quipped . 3t . Peter's School was 

founded i n 1917 for the benefit of t he l.1exican populat ion 

in t he city . An attractive building has been erect ed be 

t ween Forty - f ourt h and Forty- fifth Streets on Avenue ?.: . 

Sacred Heart Academy is a co - educational school es 

tablished in 1891 . It is under the supervision of the 

Domi nican Order . They have a lovely building with splendid 

equipment at Fourteent h Street and Avenue I. 

Kirwin High School is conduct e d by the Brothers of the 

Christian Schools, who Cfhlle to Galveston in 1927 . This 

school occupies t he old Moody homestead at Twenty-thi rd 

Street and Avenue M. This school was formerly Odin Hi gh 

Jchool and was under supervision of the Dominican and Ursu

line Orders until a congr egation of men could be pl aced in 

charge . Friends and patrons of Ki rwin High School have 
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donated mone and have plans made to ere ct during the summer 

of 1941 a nevI bui lding where Kirwin Schoo l now st ands . 

Bi shop N. A. Ga llagher i n SeptenLber, 1882 , brought 

mer::ibers of t he Domini can Or der to Galveston and estublished 

Sacred Heart Convent . The 1900 hurricane destroyed their 

buildings and it was s orue years before t hey were replaced . 

By Jul y , 1923 , t hi s s chool had rea ched the stat us of an 

accredited high school . 

In February , 1893 , the Cathedral School was opened at 

Twenti et h Street and ~venue G. This is a co - educational 

school, and both domestic art and manual training ar e t aught . 

~: err,bers of t he Domini can Order supply the te a ching s t aff . 

I~euber s of t he Dominican Order i n 1887 opened Hol y 

Rosar y J chool for rTegro children . In 1898 t his school was 

given over t o t he Sisters of t he Holy Faruily, a I~egr o con

gregation , who c ru:.e from New Orl eans to wor k among the 

Negroes in Gal vest on . 

App r oxi Tuat e l y 1, 800 chi l dren are enrolled in the Catho 

lic schools of Galvest on . 20 

i.:inistering to t he spiritual needs of many of her 

c i ti zens , aiding and healing t he sick, caring for t he help 

less children and t he aged poor , and providing educational 

f acilities--especially when pub lic f unds were limited and 

assistance so needed--is responsible f or t he cultural progress 

20 Ibid . 
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in the city of Galveston . 

A mar k of s u cces s in pioneer days i·1as a palatial res i

dence i n which t o rear a l ar ge fa.-n ily ancl lavishly ent ertain 

f riends and visitors . Galvest on has ruany lovely old hoL1es , 

t he beaut y of whi ch ~akes t hem fascinating ; but , add to that 

t he knowledge t hat sorae of t hem are more t han a century ol d 

and t hat many hist ori c episode s have taken p lace within 

t heir portals , they be come of national i nt er est . Five of 

t hese historic homes- - the 1:enard Home , the Br own Home, the 

Rosenber g Home, t he Ol d Moody Home and t he Gresham home -

have been pr eserved f or record phot ogr aphi cally and wi t h 

adequate descript ion i n the Library of Congress . 

The '-'enard Home knovm as 'rhe Oaks was built in 1840 by 

Michel B. 1.enard, t he founder or Galveston . It is built of 

white p i ne from 1:aine and morticed throughout with the joint s 

set in white lead . In front of t he house is a gr anite monu

ment erected to Colonel :enar d 's memory by t he state during 

the Texus Centennial . The building was purchased in 1 940 by 

t he ,-:Omen ' s Ci vie eague and presented to Gal ve st on to be 

preserved as a ruem.orial to Colonel • :enard . 

The Bronn Home known as shton Villa was ere cted in 1859 

by J . li. Br ovm . Th i s was one of t he w.ost elaborate hol.l.les in 

Galveston . The fine mirrors cru:-1e from Fr ance; t he iron l a ce 

v,ork and beautiful fence cai .. e from England . The Union forces 

while in possession of Galveston used t he house as head

quarters . I t is now the home of the El Mina Temple and has 



been renovated to suit t he needs of the Shrine . 

The Rosenberg Home represents a period in .Ameri can 

architecture. Henry Rosenberg erect ed this home in 1859 . 
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The interior of t he building is beautiful . The fir eplaces 

are of It a lian marble wit h flower s and fruit i nl aid . The 

cei ling me da llions and moulding s are of gr apes and Corin

t hian leaves . A part of t his building was mad e into a 

clubhouse and used by t he United Daught ers of t he Confederacy 

fo r t heir elaborat e ent ertainments. 

The Old l<!oody Home, built of brick f rom England and 

wi t h a foundation of cora l f rom the West Indies, was erected 

in 1859 . The t all columns , t he full - lengt h French windows, 

gr aceful cornices and t wenty - foot ceilings reflect t he best 

of the period. It was here that Colonel W. L. Hoody found ed 

the Moody Int er est s whi ch t oday extend into many parts of 

the Unit ed States . This building was purchased in 1933 by 

t he Cat holic Parishes of Galveston and is used to house the 

Kerwin High 3 chool. 

The Gresham Home, now known as the Bi shop 's Castle, was 

built in 1883 by \'/alter Gresham, an earl y r ailroad magnate 

of t he South 7est, but is now occupied by Bishop Christop her 

E. Byrne . It s pi cturesque spires, tower s and iron grill 

work g ive a f euda l at mosphere. Its griffins, winged horses 

of As syri a and other ornaments were done by foreign artisans . 
21 The i nterior has handso~e woodwor k and hand-painted murals. 

21 J . S . Ibbotson , "Historic Homes Here Worthy of Filing," 
The Galveston News, august 15, 1939 , p . 12. 
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Thes0 buildings were sele cted a ccording t o the i storic 

American Building Jurve y conducted in 1 938 and are preserved 

as landruarks in the files of the Librar~ of Congress . 

The home owner in Galveston has been gradually cro· ded 

to the wes t end of the city . The developruent of industrial 

plants and a deci ed change in archit~cture has Tu de the 

eastern and central part of Galveston less desirable as a 

residential section. ·any of the lovel old southern homes 

have be come apartllient houses , while on many of the sites 

are now to be found shops , f&ctories or fil l ing s t ations . 

The Zoning Board has seen the need of industrial expansion , 

and many of what were formerly lovely resident ial streets 

have become business marts . 

Building lots have been eagerly sought in the recently 

added residential areas--Cedar Lawn , Palm Garden , Denver 

Court , ,, estmoor and other west - end areas . ri ride through 

these new subd i visions recently created a nd developed is 

pro of sufficient that other residential sections ~us t be 

provided • .:ill.other area to the west and one to the east of 

the city are to be opened up soon so that desi r able home 

sites ~ay be obtained . 



CHAPI'ER VIII 

GALVESTON AS A PLAYGROUND 

Tropi cal b6aut y, friendly skies, cool sea breezes, 

waters filled with game fis h , one of the wor ld's f ines t 

bathing beaches and facil i t ies for every form of relaxation , 

ent ert ainment and at hlet ic diversion are f ound i n the city 

of Galveston on the pleasure island of the South, the ideal 

spot for a r estful and t horoughly enjoyable vacation. 

On t he south side of Galveston Island overlook i ng the 

Gulf of tlexi co lie thirty-two miles of whit e sandy beach, 

whi ch has made Galves ton a f amous winter and s ummer p l ay

ground . Thous ands dr essed in bright colored bat hing suits 

fro lic in the sand , p lay i n t he s urf, have ball games and 

generally enjoy t hemselves i n t he cool salt-laden gulf 

breezes . ~odern hot e ls and t ourist camps are located along 

the sea wall, as well as in the heart of the city , offering 

most comfort able ac commodations for many t housands of 

visitors. 

Those who prefer to live out - of- doors during their visit 

to Gal veston may pitch their t ent s and set up t heir cots 

anywhere along the east or wes t beaches within a f ew feet of 

the blue-green waters of t he Gulf. During week-ends both 

beaches are crowded with visitors seeking relief from the 

sultry heat of t he interior . License pl ates from every 
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state in the union may be seen among the thousands of cars 

par ked on the broad sandy shore of the Gulf. Camp ing on 

Galveston's beach presents no difficulty at all, as is at 

tested by thousands of week-end visitors who simply select 

a good spot, spread a p iece of canvas upon the sand and 

another overhead, and settle down for a colllfortable rest 

beneat h the stars. 

Visit or s who prefer t heir recreation to be quiet and 

restful will find what they seek along the Se a Wall Boulevard 

and on the bea ch. Swi mming, boating or crabbing may offer 

t he desired diversion. Hors eback riding and bicy cling are 

preferred by s ome while pl aying golf, tennis or baseball 

attract s t he attention of many . If the se ar e too strenuous , 

t he visitor can just sit and r e s t himself in the cool sea 

breeze . 

An ever increasing number of p eople are enjoying 

Galveston's ba thing beaches . Tourists who have been to both 

t he Atlantic and the Pacific coasts decla re enthusiastically 

that the Galvest on beac h surpasses them all . The water is 

always temperate, neither too warm nor too cold . There are 

no dangerous currents or undertows, and the waves are rarely 

too rough for safety . There are three large bath houses-

Murdock 's and the Crystal Palace at the central bathing 

beach, and Del Mar on east beach for visitors who are not 

staying at one of the numerous beach- front hotels or tourist 

c amps . Many visitors convert t heir cars into dressing rooms 
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by simpl y covering t he windows with news papers and towels, 

t hough t his i nfor mal p r actice is co_nfined to t he broad 

stretches of beach whi ch are s ome dist ance from the bath 

houses . 

Bat hing is safe at Gal veston , and any who get into 

trouble in deep water can depend upon a corps of volunteer 

Red Cro s s life savers and t he municipal life -gu ards for help 

when it is needed. Those who prefer to swi m in quiet waters 

will find the east end lagoon an ideal spot. Diving plat

f or ms have been bui l t at the lagoon, and at least one guard 

is on dut y throughout t he day . 

The beach cent er p layground and t he children 's play

ground are spe ci al sections supp lied with swings, slides, 

see-saws, trape ze bar s , rings and other pl aythings for 

visitors. Picnic l un ches may be served on t ables provided 

with shelt er s and benches for seats. Fires may be built to 

roast frankfurt ers, t oast marshmallows and pr epare lunch. 

The beach slopes gently into t he roll ing waters of t he Gulf 

and one can go f rom the playground to the surf fo r a swi m. 

Eas t Beach Marine Park on east beach is now under 

construction . The c i t y of Galves ton vot e d a $350 ,000 bond 

issue to provide t his p l ayground east of t he military r e s er

vation . 

The founders of t he city were wise in providing sites 

for public p arks for t he coming generations. One block of 

ground was set aside between Avenues G and H at Tenth, 
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Twentieth , Thi rt ieth , Fortiet h and Fift iet h Str eets f or 

par k purposes. The parks at Tent h , Twentieth and Fortieth 

Streets ha ve bee n i mproved and are mainta i ned by t he city 

fo r the benefit of the publi c. The block at Thirtieth 

Street is used as the l ocation of t he city water plant and 

the blo clc at Fiftiet h Street has not been i mproved. I n ad

dition, the city's largest p l ayground located on t he boule

vard betv:een Twent y- sevent h and Twent y - eight y Street s , which 

consists of a lmost three city blocks, was dedicated in 1915. 

This land was acquired by the city and the park named f or 

t he city ' s founder, Colonel ~ - B. Menard. 

The property between Twenty-sevent h and Twenty- eighth 

Streets, and Avenues N and o, cons i sting of t wo blocks , was 

given to the city by 3tanley E. Kempner . A pavilion , tennis 

courts and other impr ovements were included in the gift. It 

',v-as formally named Kempner Park in honor of .l1r . Kempner' s 

parents, 1-:r . and 1:rs . Harris Kempner. 

The par ks on Avenue G at Tent h and Fortiet h Street s 

were equipped t hr ough t he generosity of t wo of Gal v&ston 's 

leading cit i zens, Louis A. Adoue and M. Las ker, bot h now 

deceased . 

The School Park, t he bl ock of ground between Twenty

seventh and Twe nty- eight h Street s and Avenues M½ and N, is 

owned by t he Publi c Schools of the city of Galveston . This 

park is used f or al l athletic contests partic ipated in by 

the sc hools of Galveston . 
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Moody Stadium , consisting of four blocks of ground i n 

the wes t end of t he city north of Broadway , is used for 

circuses and athletic contests other than t hose in which 

schools participate . 

All the city's parks, and especially t hose located on 

t he beach , a_re a source of enjoyment not only to visitors 

but t o t he inhabitants of Gal ve ston . During t he SU!J.ffier 

months families serve many of their evening ffieals on t he 

tables at t he children 's p layground on t e beach . ressed 

in bat hi ng s uits mother, f ather and t he children s pend many 

happy hours eating , pl aying and swimmi ng . 

Skating and cycling have been popular beach- front 

pastimes for girls and young women for several years . These 

sports on the 3ea Wall Boulevard in the cool of the mor ning 

or in the late afternoon and at n i ght are exhilarat ing forms 

of exercise . Hundreds of bicycles are for rent at several 

pla ces along the Boulevard . Horseback riding is another 

popular sport . Horses are available on east and west 

beaches at reasonable rates . 

The Sea ;/all Boulevard never fails to charm visitors 

and home f olks . At t he western end of the boulevard i s the 

Fort Cro ckett military reservation, with br oad par ade 

ground , bi g guns , ne at r ovrn of barracks , officers' quarters, 

hospit al , post t heater and other buildings and t he athleti c 

field . Heading east war d along the boulevard t he motorist 

passes hlirarr..ar Courts t hen Menard Park , with its playground 



115 

and bandst and . Next are t he $100,000 Coronado Courts and 

then the center of beach-front activity--the Buccaneer Hotel, 

the Crystal Palace, Murdock's Bath House, blo cks of con

cessions, the amusement center, the Twenty-first Street 

pier and Hotel Galvez. 

Continuing e astwar d are Hawkins' and other camps, 

Edge-water Cabanas and the beach pl ayground . Farther along 

is Del Mar , with its bath house facilities and night club. 

Continuing to the eastern end of t he Sea Viall Boulevard, the 

motorist sees Fort San J a cinto, the n aval radio compass 

station , the Beach Club and one of the world's most enchant

ing marine views--the vi ew a cross Bolivar Roads, which is 

an anchor age for ships awaiting orders. 

The bea ch loop ba ck to Edge-water Cabanas is a pleasant 
, 

drive. The beach and Sea YI all Boulevar d at Cal vest on on a 

s ur-.illler evening beco:ue a moving mas s of hlllilani ty--vml king, 

cy cling , skating and riding in au t omobiles--not going any

where i n particular, just drinking in t he char m and beauty 

of t he sea . The incomprehensible murmur of t he sea creates 

a restful mo od, petty trouble s are forgotte n and l if e be

comes very pleasant. 

Galveston is a paradise for the sport fisherman. Those 

who seek the t hrill of deep-sea fishing will find plent y of 

fish lurking in the deep blue waters offshore. Several 

vess els make regular daily trips to Heald Bank , which is 

forty miles out in the Gulf, and a number of sturdy boats 
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are available for hi re by small private parties. Fi s hermen 

who want t he t hr ill of catching big ones without making a 

long off shore trip will find what t hey want at Bettison' s 

pier , which is loc at e d on north jett y . Boats t o Bettison ' s 

leave t wice daily from Pier Twent y-two and r etur n at noon 

and l ate i n t he evening . 

Visitors will find good fishing on the f r ee p ier a t 

Twenty - first Street and on t he south jetty , whi ch extends 

into t he Gulf at t he e as t end of the bea ch . There are 

pl ent y of fi sh caught i n t he bay , i n Offat ' s Bayou and any

where a long t he t hirt y mil es of Gul f shore. Fishing in 

Galvest on presents no difficult ies-- anyone with a. cane pole 

end a line can enjoy the s port. ,Wong t he kinds of fish 

caught in t he waters ar ound Galve s ton are red fis h , trout , 

tarpon , mackerel, whi t ing , k ingfish , pompano , bluefish, ling , 

sheephead , catfish , red snapper, bonit a and numerous others . 

Crabbing and f loundering are ot her s ports whi ch many 

visi t ors enjoy . Crabs may be ca ught at any season along the 

beach and in t he bays and bayous . Flounders abound along 

the bayshore . 

There is al ways something doing on the bea ch front after 

the sun sets a cross t he bay and the sea gulls flap homeward 

to t he ir dar k marshes . The beach front t hen is a panorama 

of light and gayet y . Those who f ind their p leasure in mus ic, 

dancing , br i ght light s and gay crowds have every opport unity 

to gratify t heir desires in a number of local ni ght clubs 
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and cabarets which r ank among the most interesting in the 

state. Outstanding among those a re t he Hollywood and Sui 

Jen night clubs and Del Har on the broad white sands of east 

beach . A number of smaller dine-drink- and- dance spots 

s cattered about the city offer a variet y of entert ainment 

for visitors. who want a ction and music. 

Added t o the attractions offered visitors a t Gal veston 

are s peci a l - day pr ogr ams, which include :ardi Gras activi

ties in mid- winter, Spl ash Day in spring , Oleander Festival 

in June , Fishing Rode os in mid-sULllller and Regatt a Ra ces in 

the fall. 

The Mardi Gras celebration at Galveston has become a 

regul ar mid - wi nter attra ction . Public- spirited citizens in 

1867 devised pl ans for a celebration on 3hrove Tuesday which 

was the fi rst r.:ardi Gras in Galves ton. Since that date it 

has been the custom for Gal vest on to have a t the I,,ardi Gras 

season the crowning of a queen and the present ation of pr in

cesses from al l the states and many from foreign countries 

t oget her with their attendants , follm-.,ed by an elaborate 

ball. 

In recent year s , to this r egular adult pro gr am has been 

add ed a junior program patterned along t he same lines. On 

the nights preceding each coronation the Uardi Gra s theme is 

pictured in g orgeous par ades . The theme of the Junior ~ard i 

Gras Pageant for 1941 was The Court of the United States of 

America . This portrayed Uncle So..m and 1:iss Columbia reigning 
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over a court compo s ed of repr ese nt atives from f orty-eight 

s t at e s and the territ or ial pos sessions of the United States. 

The 1 941 Uardi Gr as celebration was p l anned to f ost er good 

will between Galveston and the democracies of the douth . The 

Sen i or Pageant t he::1e was Texa s l:ardi Gras Pr esents Fiesta 

Pan- Americana. Envoys from Mexi co and eleven South Ame rican 

and Centra l Ameri can republics participated in the program. 

Each ye ar t he bea ch se as on i n Galvest on opens some time 

i n April wit h a t wo- day celebr ation of Splash Day . An i m

pr es sive pr ogr am. i s arranged which attracts t hous ar,d s of 

vi s i t ors f ro3 all over t he st ate f or the week- end . To the 

1 941 progr ar1 was added a new f eat ur e--t he Car- Hop Contest -

whi ch pr oved t o be~ dr awing car d equal t o t he Parade of 

Pulc hritude , whic h was at one t ime one of Galveston ' s :::riid

s 1..lllil!.e r s pe ci al d ays. 

The annual three - day Galvest on Ol eander Festival, 

dur ing v.rhich t he c i t y pays tri but e t o the beautiful selli i

tropi cal flowering shrub that lines t he streets , esplanades 

and parks of t he city , open s ~s ually a bout t he middle of 1:ay . 

The attra ctions of t he 1940 Oleander Festival were the coro

nation of t he Ol eander Queen and i:iss Galveston , followed by 

the s pe ct a cul ar Cavalcade of Galveston , the tour of the 

hi storic homes o f t he city, and a unique civic and histori c 

par ade, Gal vest on Through the Years. 'l' he Junior Chamber of 

Commerce s pons ors t he oleander f ete which is yearly i ncreas

i ng in popularity . 
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To make fi shing more attractive and interes ting t he 

Gal vest on Tarpon Club spons ors a Fishing Rodeo each y ear. 

D~ring t his event vi siting fishermen and Galve s ton fis hermen 

compete for pri zes . The awar ds are made according t o the 

nwnber of point s s cored . A l ady whose home is i n Galveston 

on the 1940 Fishing Rodeo with a score of 1325 points . 

The white s a ils on the blue background rualce a colorful 

p icture as the little boat s in t he Gal vest on Island Sailing 

Regatt a move over t he wat e r of the Gulf of ~exi co . As a 

s af ety measur e United St at es Coast Guard bo at s accomp any the 

entri es and rema i n until the r a ce is complete . The Regatta 

is usually held on Labor Day and the s ea wall is thronged 

with people watchi ng the p r ogress of t he boats . 

Bri ght li ght s , gay rr.usic , cool sea br eezes and .many 

t hrills ~ake Pl ayl and i n Galveston a most p opul ar p l ace . 

The arr;usen,ent ri des ~nd concessions are of the finest t ype 

t o be found anywhere . The 1:ountain Sp eedway , the ferri s 

wheels, t he s cooter ride , t he loop - a-loop and the tilt-a 

whe el are paying investments . The Cryst al Cra ze and Crazy 

Rouse receive l ibera l pat r onage . The Racing Derby has long 

been a f avorit e with both young and ol d . Cars, boats and 

the merry- go-round are well l oad ed from noon until f ar i nto 

the night, while some days t he miniat ure t r a in carries over 

t wo hundred passengers and travels more t han fift een miles . 

The Arcade Pl ayl and cont ains s hops, booths, wheels of fortune 

and games of chance. 
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The peace, the ca , the beauty , the freedom and t he 

inspiration for comp lete relaxation, which are essential 

parts of t he s irit of Gal veston ' s beach, exp l ain why Gal

veston Island, with the passing of t he years, has be come 

more and more the l ayground of the great Southwe s t and a 

haven for heat - veary victims of a mer ciless sun that beats 

down day aft er day on the interior of the state . 



CH.API'ER IX 

LOOKI NG FORWARD 

The year 1941 o ened with bright prospects for t he 

city of Galveston . According to t he 1 940 census the p opu

l ati on of the city was 60 , 334 . This ·was an increas e of 

1 3 . 97 per cent over the census of 1930 and 36 . 33 per cent 

over the 1920 census . Bank cl earings during the f irst half 

of 1 940 showed a consider able gain over the same per iod i n 

any one of t he ten pre ceding years. The bui lding bo om wh ich 

Gal veston €:xperienced in 1940 Tua r ked an i n crease of thirty 

per cent over any one of the ten for1:1er years . Accor di ng 

to the City Building Inspector perIL. i ts f or build i ng i n 

Galveston for the first f i ve months of t he year 1 941 amounted 
1 

to $2 , 8 26 , 283 . 10 . 

The increase in s cholastic population of the cit y has 

necessitated expansion of both publ i c and parochial schools. 

T vo public school buildings are being planned fo r t he \·,est 

end of the city . A new e difice f or Ki rwi n Hi gh School i s 

now· under construct ion . r riends of that ins ti t ut i on dona t ed 

• 100 , 000 for the erect i on of a building on the pr es ent s ite , 

Twenty- third Street and Avenue ?J . 

Add i ti ons and improvements are pl anned by s ome of t he 

1 The Gal veston Nev.rs , !via.y 17, 1 941, p . 5. 
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chur ches of t he city . Fir s t Bapt i s t Chur ch has r a ised 

$70 , 000 of the i 1 00 , ooo desired for t he erection of a church 

auditorium. First 1:ethod ist Church e.nd t he Presbyterian 

Chcrch have plans for t he construct ion of "CJ.ore adequate Sun

day School buildings . 

Three bond issues ,~ ere voted by t he citizens of Galves

ton dur ng t he s ll.I!'~er of 1940 . A bond issue of i 6 , 250 ,000 

was aut hori zed, t he pr oceeds of which were u sed t o purchas e 

the pr operties of the Gal vest on \'/harf Company . By t his 

transfer of t he Gal veston wat er f r ont to municipal owner shi p 

and oper ati on Galveston can compete with ot her port s . The 

s um of $1 , 500,000 in bonds was approved by the vo t ers of 

Galveston to const r uct a bea ch pleasure p ier . The pier , 

whi ch is to be of concret e, is t o extend 1,600 f eet int o 

the Gul f of !.'exico at the foot of Twent y - fifth Street and 

will provide f ishing space , a dance hall, concessions and 

amusements of vari ous t ype s . The construction is to be com

pleted by ~.'ay , 1942 , if present p l ans are carri ed to per

f ection . It i s t o be one of t he finest and most mod er n p i ers 

in t he world . 

The development of east bea ch by the build ing of East 

Be a ch ' ar i ne Park is to be a ccomplished wi t h the proceeds 

fr on the t hi r d bond is s ue supp l en ented by a $1 00 , 000 i"/ . P . A. 

allotment . This park is to includ e a main pavilion , bath 

house, skating rink , s oda fountain, novelty shop and tennis 

c ourt . This par k is l ocat ed east of t he Ch i ldren ' s 
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Playground between Sixth Street and t he Government reserva

tion . 

The Gal veston- Bolivar ferry service has proven inade

quate and unsatisfactory in caring for the increasing 

traffic, s o t he Galve ston 0ount y Commissioners have authorized 

an engi neering f i r .a1 t o proceed with plans for the construction 

of a tunnel under Galves ton Bay connect i ng Galveston wi th 

Bolivar Peninsula . The construction of t his concrete t ube 

is t o cost ~6 , 500 , 000 , which is to be paid with revenues 

derived from a bond is s ue . 

A super- highway , providing four or more lanes for 

traffic, is being planned between liouston and Galveston. 

Property owners along t he proposed route have agreed to fur 

nish t wo- thirds of the right - of - way , and it is expected that 

work will begin soon . 

The extension of t he sea wall west ward from ~ixt y- f irst 

Street to t he ai r port , a distance of f our miles , is being 

advo cated . Th is area would provide a lovely residential 

section and furnish f urther protect ion f rom t he water s of 

the Gulf . The Count y Commissioners have the proje ct under 

advisement . 

Preparation f or :ational Defense in Galveston means an 

expenditure of ~25 , 000 , 000 and a mont hly income of ~2 , 000 , 000. 

These appropriations include funds for the construction of 

Camp -.ia llace , t he ex_pans ion of F'ort Crockett , the building 

of a f'loating dry dock , and building of new roads and repair 
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of others in t he vi cinit y of CB.I!lp Wall ace . This vast 

expenditure of Go ver llillent money has set a new r e cord for t he 

nUir.ber of persons elliployed . The ~~arch , 1941, r ecord showed 

an increas e of 4 . 5 per cent mor e wor kers and r aised the pay

r olls 5 . 9 per cent above t he preceding mont h . 

The .. ecr eation Counci l of the ~·.'ar Departn,ent is planning 

a building t o cost ~50 , 000 to be erected by t he Gove r nreent 

for soldiers within the Galveston area . According to s t ate

rr.ents of _aj or George C. Goe , commur .. ding offi cer of t he 

ar..ily ' s beach recreation center , Gal vest on t ... as b€en hign.ly 

r e con;.:;,ended as a. recreation center for soldiers . 

The outline of a recreation pl an ap roved by Brigad ier 

Gener al Jarr;.es • l:lio , chief of the moral e br anch of the Viar 

Depart ffient, provides f or divisi ons of the Vnited States Army 

t o come to Galveston for the week - ends . Under t h e present 

plan a tented city has been constr ucted adjacent to Last 

Beach J::arine Park and the soldiers will be housed free of 

char ge . Tr ansport at ion for 1 , 000 or more each weak - end will 

be furnished by ar my trucks or by train . 

Ga lveston ' s colL!Ilerci a l i mport ance, strategic pos ition 

end delightful c1 · ~ate i nsure her future as an army post , 

port and t ourist resort. 
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