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Purpos e 

It was the purpose of this study (1) to determine 

the s pecific areas of financial activities of the churches 

of Christ in Harris County and (2) show the relationship 

between the amount of money received by the churches of 

Christ in this county and the amount spent in each area of 

activity. 

Methods 

The data for this study was obtained by two methods: 

library research and correspondence. The library research 

was done at Sam Houston State Teachers College, the Spring 

church of Christ library , and private sources including 

that of the writer. The source of correspondence was the 

individual churches of Christ in Harris County. 

Findings 

The facts presented by this study seems to indicate 

the following general conclusion: The churches of Christ 



in Harris County are engaged in an extensive program of 

work , but not all of the churches participate in each ac­

tivity . This is caused by a lack of interest, ability and 

opportunity. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The churches of Christ exist today as an attempt to 

restore Christian unity in the midst of religious division. 

Eckstein writes, "The restoration movement which began about 

1790 was founded on the principle that the Bible alone could 

1 
serve as sole authority in all religious matters." Evan-

gelist James 0 1 Kelly and Rice Haggard of Virginia and North 

Carolina were among the first to introduce the "restoration 

principle ." In New England, Abner Jones and Elias Smith 

were making a careful s tudy of the religious doctrines of 

the day. Th ey soon organized a "Christian Church. 112 

Following these initial restorers were such men as Barton 

W. Stone of Kentucky, Thomas and Alexander Campbell of 

Scotland and Philadelphia, and Walter Scott, also a recent 

immigrant from Scotland. 

As the frontier was pushed westward, stalwart advo­

cates of the new movement preached their doctrines fervent­

ly. Today, churches of Christ are located in every state 

1 
Ste phe n Daniel Eckstein Jr., History of the Churches 

of Christ in Texas (Austin, Texas: Firm Foundation 
PublishingHouse, 1963), p. ix. 

2
Ibid. 
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of t h e union and in many foreign countries. Texas alone has 

more than 2,600 local churches and an estimated membership 

of 450 ,000 . 

Because of the autonomous nature of the churches of 

Christ , the compiling of accurate statistics is difficult. 

Again , Eckstein observes: 

The histo r y of this church is difficult to 
uncover becau se no central a gency of authority 
exist s superior t o the local congre gation. 
There ar e no national , sta t e, or local conven­
tio ns or s ynod s compo sed of church delegates to 
formulate doc trine or church policy. 3 

The same author further states, "Independent efforts to com­

pile stat istics of churches of Christ likewise were incom­

plete and conflicti ng . 11 4 

However the difficulty, the need for ac curate report­

ing of church statis ti cs is apparent. Although lacking in 

some res pects, t he present study is an attempt to make a 

sat isfac tory survey of the financial activities of the 

churches of Christ in Harri s County, Texas. 

S tatement of the Problem 

At various times efforts have been made to assess the 

3
Ibid., p. xv. 

·. 

4 Ibid., p. 327. 



f i nanci a l activities of t h e churches of Christ in Harris 

County . Un t il the pres ent time, however, these attempts 

h a ve been li tt le more than guesses, and in no instance has 

s c ient i fi c r e search been employed on a wide scale to verify 

such es timates. 

Purpose of t h e Study 

It wa s the purpo s e of this study (1) to det ermine 

the s p ec ific areas of financial activities of t h e ch urch es 

of Ch ri st in Harr is County and (2) show the rela t ionship 

~ e tween t h e amount of mon ey received by the church es of 

Chr i st in this county and the amount spent in each area of 

a c tiv ity , as reve a led throu gh a quest i onnaire study. 

Impor t a nce of the Study 

There are approximately seventy-five congreg ations 

of t h e chur ch es of Ch r i st in Harris County, with an estimated 

total membership of 30 ,000. Yet, among this sizable re- . 

lig ious gr ou p there is no available accurate data regarding 

t he di s t ri but i on of its finances. Those wh o in t h e past 

h ave been i nterested in this subject have used a few congre­

g a t i ons as a basis for t h eir fi gures, or have dr a wn unveri­

fied con c lus i on s. Th is s t udy reflects an attemp t at 

scientif ic research in an area never before tested. 



Limitations of the Study 

This study was confined to the churches of Christ in 

Harris County. No at ~emp t was made to compare the activi­

ties of the church e s of this geographic area with those of 

any other. Neither wa s it the intention of this study to 

make a comparison betwe e n the churches of Christ and any 

other relig ious group. 

4 

Secondly , it was not in the scope of this survey to 

recommend to the churches of Christ how their finances should 

be administered, but only to show how the money was used and 

the amount spent in each area of activity. 

Methods of Investigation 

The data for this study were obtained by two methods-­

libr a ry research and correspondence. The library research 

was done at Sam Houston State Teachers College, the Spring 

ch urch of Christ Library, and private sources including that 

of the writer. The source of correspondence was the indi­

vidual ch urch es of Christ of Harris County. 

Me thod of Procedure 

The historical data for this study were obtained 

first--through research in the Sam Houston State Teachers 

Coll eg e Libra ry, the Spring church of Christ Library, and 

privat e sources including that of the writer. 
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The primary source of statistical data then resulted 

from correspondence with the churches of Christ in Harris 

Coun ty , a s found in Appendix C. Questionnaires were sent 

to the churches at two different times. The response to 

the first questionnaire proved unsatisfactory. At a later 

date questionnaires were a g ain sent to a number of selected 

ch urches accompanied by another letter. (See Appendices A 

a nd B.) 

Definitions of Terms Used 

church es of Christ. Customarily, religious groups 

are separated by specific designated titles. Hence, Baptist 

Church , Methodist Church and others. Although the leaders 

of the chur ch of which this study was made disavow any 

formal name or title, yet, the term ''Church of Christ" has 

been generally app lied to this group by many writers and 

5 
speakers since about t he year 1906. For the purposes of 

this s tudy this title was kept in the lower c a se to bring 

it i nt o harmony with common usage. This name, therefore, 

was used to denote those congregations of which the study 

wa s made . 

Bible Chair. The term "Bible Chair" shall be inter­

preted as referring to that arrangement between a colleg e 

5 
Earl Ervin West, The Search for the Ancient Order 

(Nashville: Gospel _Advocate Qompany-;-I94§T, _Vol. I, p. xi. 
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or university and a church whereby religious courses may be 

offered by the church through the college or university to 

inter ested s t ud ents. The students thereby receiving regular 

colleg e credit for such study. Eckstein writes, 11 It is an 

arrangement whereby a church selects a qualified instructor 

to teach for credit Bible courses approved by the college 

administration. 116 

6 Eckste in, .2.£!. cit., p. 308. 



CHAPTER II 

BASIC BELIEFS 

There exists today several doctrines concerning the 

chur ch of t h e Twentieth Century and its relation to the 

orig i na l ch urch. Roman Catholic doctrine states that the 

church , once established, has in every succeeding century 

1 
exis t ed t h rough an unbroken line of succession of Popes. 

And t ha t the Roman Catholic Church of today is precisely 

the s ame institution of the First Century. This dogma 

further declares that the difference in appearance between 

the Roman Catholic Church of today and that of the First 

Century c an be explained on the basis of growth and ma-

2 
tur ity ove r a p eriod of nearly two thousand years. 

The second creed hereby noted is unlike the first in 

tha t t h e be lief is founded upon the Protestant Reformation 

of th e Sixteenth Century. This dogma embraces the idea of 

the r e f o n nat ion of the existing church. Men such as Luther, 

Ca lvin a nd Zwingli are thought to have worked toward reform­

i ng t h e Roman Catholic Church. From their efforts, and 

1 . 
S te vens- Beavers Debate on The New Testament and 

Roman Cath o licism (Nashville: uavTcrLipscomb College;-
19 53), p. 190. 

2 
I b id., p. 184. 
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those of numerous others, there sprang up over Europe groups 

of people who opp osed the existing teachings and practices 

of the Roman Ch urch. Alth ough some of these movements re­

sulted in the establishing of entirely new churches, yet 

3 
this was not always the ir avowed purposes. But once the 

coals of reformation had been lighted, it became impossible 

to c ontain the movement in such a narrow sphere. It was 

inevitable therefore, that men should draw themselves away 

from the corruption, as they saw it, of the Roman Catholic 

Church . Thus , from these reformers sprang the seed that 

later grew into the many Protestant Churches of the world. 

The third view held by some writers relates the church 

of today to the orig inal ch urch through the principle res­

tora tion . They believe that the original church became cor­

rupt , basing this belief on their interpretation of the 

4 
prophecy of the New Testament . Those who accept this doc-

trine furthe r believe that any attempt to reform this 

apostate church would necessarily prove futile. Any effort, 

therefore, to align a present day ch urch with the primitive 

church must be on the basis of restoration rather than ref­

ormation . Rowe says, "We propose more than a reformat ion 

3 
John F . Rowe, A History of Reformation Movements 

(Rosemead , California :- Old PathsBook Club, 1957), p. 41. 

4The Bible , First Thessalonians 2:2-12. 
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of r eformations. We go back of all reformations, and plant 
5 

ourselve s on ap ostolic ground." This idea, although never 

actually held but by a few before the Nineteenth Century, 

was beg inning to g erminate in the minds of some of those who 

were strugg ling for freedom in the early stages of the ref­

ormation movement. The fundamental thesis of this restora­

tion is seen in the Westminster Confession of Faith. "The 

books of the Old and New Testament ••• sufficiently ex­

press all thing s necessary to be bel ieved for t he salvation 
6 

of mankind ." It took only time and, it se ems perse cution 

to bring about a final and complete restoration of primitive 

Christianity . 11 Wha t the early reformers left undone , 11 says 

Rowe , " we propose to complete; by which we mean an entire 

restoration of the an cient order of things, in fait h and 

7 
practi c e , in do c trine and discipline." 

The final doctrine stated above is the one he ld by 

members of the churche s of Christ, and t he following chapter 

will show how and when this movement culminated in what they 

believe to be a complete return to the ancient order in 

teaching and practice. 

5 
Rowe , 2.E.· cit., p. 39. 

6 
William Stevenson , The g8)ry of the 

(R ichmond : John Knox Press-;--I9 , p-.-l'ITTr:" 
7 

Rowe, 2.E.· ci t ., p. 46. 

168.'J G'J 

Reformation 

J i l ,, L l ~ 



CHAPTER III 

HISTORICAL CHURCH MOVEMENTS 

No history of the church of Christ is accurate unless 

i t p laces the orig in of t h at body in the city of Jerusalem, 

thirty -three years after the birth of Jesus the Christ. 

This is t h e cons ensus of the people, from the most learned 

to t h e least educated member, who compose one of the major 

Christ i a n ch urches in the United States, 1 the ch ief claim 

of whi ch is not unlike tha t of some of the Protestant Sects 

or t h e Roman Ca tholic Ch urch, that it is the true apostolic 

chur ch of the New Testament. This doctrine is stated as 

follows: 

Ch u r ches of Chr ist are a group of relig ious 
c ongre gat i ons that trace t heir beg inning s to t h e 
time s of the apostle s. Members believe that the 
f irs t Church of Chr ist was established on Pente­
c ost after t he resurrection and ascension of 
Jesus Ch rist.2 

The Pr imitive Church 

Ma ny of t h e churches that today subscribe to Jesus 

Chr is t , teach that the original church was established in 

1 
"Rel i g i on,'' Th e World Book Encyclopedia 1961, 

Vol . XV, p . 216. 

2B. C. Goodpastur e , "Church of Christ," The World 
Bo ok Ency c lop edia 1961, Vol. _III, pp. i23-4. 
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the c i t y of Jerusalem, and that through the efforts of 

selected men the teaching s of Jesus rapidly spread through 

out Asia and ont o the continent of Europe. As the disciples 

taugh t , chur ch es spread through out the Roman Empire . Nat ­

urally , problems were sure to arise that demanded the at­

t ention of the most able leaders . Gradually, and by degrees, 

some of the more aggressive church offi cers gained pre­

eminence over the others. Rowe reports t ha t: 

A church in the Capi tal of a province , with 
its bishop , easil y acquired a precedence over 
t h e other churc hes and bishops in the same 
district~ and thus the metropolitan s ystem 
grew up . 

Riding on the wave of the influence accorded them in 

this manner , the major citie s of the world became the rec­

ognized centers of authority in church matters. Rowe fur­

t her states , "A higher grade of eminence was accorded to the 

bishop and churches of the principle cities such as Rome, 

4 
Alexander and Ephesus ." By the middle of t he Fifth Century, 

Rome had become the dominant power in Christianity, and 

maintained this position until the emerging for ces of Prot­

estant Reformation chal lenged her right to reign . 

3 John F . Rowe , A History of Reformation .Movements 
(Rosemead , California:- Old PathsBook Club, 1957), p. 3. 

4 Ibid . 



Looking back, Rowe says: 

The Papa cy be g an b y invad i ng the personal ri ghts 
an d p r erog atives of the disciples of Christ, 
who stood u p on a common plane of equality, and 
by i n s t ituting a mediatorial priesthood, which, 
s ett i ng aside t h e office of the great Mediator , 
assumed to media te between God and man. 5 

12 

From t h e Sixth Ce n tury until t h e Fourteenth there 

were many c onflicts be tween the church and the state, as the 

Papa c y c l aime d both temporal and spiritual power over men . 

The de c l ine of the Papacy received impetus in France when, 

on the eleventh of February , 1302, a Papal Bull was burned 

in Notre Dame. 6 This act expressed the feelings of the 

p eop l e in opposition to the supremacy of the Pope over 

secu lar powers. 

Th e emergence of the Renaissance at this time was 

dir e c t l y r elated to the waning powers of Rome. As men sought 

f r eedom of exp res s ion in the Arts and Literature, they strove 

als o for fr eedom from the shackles of relig ious bondage . 

The i n vent ion of the printing press at this time was one of 

the great e s t impelling forces to the spread of the new 

i de as in the ology. Luther wrote of this innovation, 

5 Ib i d ., p . 1. 

6 
I bid ., p. 14. 
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"Pr inting i s God's latest and best work to spread the true 
7 

relig ion through the world. 11 

Tnis "true r elig ion" of which Luther wrote was taking 

s hap e in t h e mind s of some men . Men such as Mar silius of 

Padua, William of Ocean, and Dante had vi gorously denounced 

t h e presump tions of the Papacy. Existing in many parts of 

Eur ope were numerous precursor and nascent movements . Such 

men as Wycliffe of Eng land , Peter Waldo of France, Huss of 

Bohemia , and Savonarola of Italy were preaching new doctrines 

of freedom . There were the s e cts of the Paulicians, t h e 

Mystics , Cathari, Petrobru sians, and es p ecially the Human­

i s ts, of wh ich the most famous wa s Eras mus, raising thei r 

voices over t h e bre adth of t he Continent of Europe . Th e 

search for truth was the order of t he day and many people 

wer e wi l ling to d efy th e c laims of the Roman Catholi c Church 

t h at she and s h e alone was its s ole dispenser . Thus the 

stag e was set for the Protestant Reformation that for years 

shook the entir e world . 

The Reformation 

Alth ough the names of many men r i ght ly belong to the 

long list of r eformers, yet t h ey all seem to be overshadowed 

7 
William S tevenson , The S t )ry of the Re f or ma tion 

(R i chmond : John Knox Press~959 , p-.-1~ 
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. y t he wor ~c of one man, Martin Luther. Multitudes have 

agreed with Stevenson, who wrote, "So now in Germany the 

hour had struck , the stage was set for the entrance of her 

man of de stiny, and in the fullness of the time God raised 
8 

up His servant, Martin Luther." 

Luth er first bec ame public1y aroused over what he 

considered a corrupt priesthood , par ti cularly by the prac­

ti c es of one John Tetz e l and his sale of indulgences. Pope 

Leo X at first cons idered Luther to be an insi gnificant 

monk . Even Luther himself could n o t have forseen the im­

portance accorded him by history . He made it quite plain 

that his protests were aimed at reforming the profane prac ­

tice s of the church and not causing the disorgani zation of 

it . Luthe r deeply believed the ch urch to be an instrument 

of God , and might have r e laxed his onslaugh t had it not been 

for Dr . Eck who drew him into the "Disputation of Leipsiz. 11 

~ck proved to be the more able disputant and s k illfully led 

Luthe r to ma!c e assertions from which cons cience never per­

mitted him to re t reat. Luther later replied to his antago ­

nist : 

Unless I shall be convinced by the testimonie s 
of the Scriptures or by evident reason (for I 

8
Ibid ., p. 28. 



believe neither Pope nor Councils alone, 
since it is mani fe st they have often erred 
and c ontrad ic ted themselves) , I am bound by 
the Scriptures I have quoted , and my con­
science is held capt ive by the word of God ; 
and as it is neithe r safe nor righ t to act 
against c onsci enc e , I cannot and will not 
retr a c t anyth ing . Here I stand~ I can not 
otherwis e: God he l p me . Amen. 

15 

At this point of the r eformation, the aims of Luther 

to return to the Bible might have satisfied him. At least 

this is indicated from t h e above quotation , but therefor­

mation did not stop. From Luther's teaching s, and those of 

other ecclesiastics , there emerged written creeds as the 

Marburg Ar tic l es, the Schwabach Articles, and the Aug sburg 

Confession . Although Luther admonished his followers not to 

imitate him , but to rely on the Bib le, this was not to be. 

The desire for f u r ther refor mation , the prominence surround­

ing Luther, and t h e s tability afforded the cause by the Con­

fessions jo i ned tog ethe r to gi ve rise to another stra n g e 

spectacle , the Protestant Denominational Church es. Th is was 

the beginning of the a ge of cre eds . 

In Swi tze rland , Prote s tantism was finding fertile 

s oil and was spreading rap idly behind the teachings of Ul ­

rich Zwi ngli . Although Zwing li disagreed with Luther on 

some major points of doctrine, yet , he too , defended changes 

whi ch were leveled a gainst the system of Romanism . Thus can 

9 Rowe, .£.E.• cit ., pp. 44-45. 
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be seen the rising tide of opposition to the Catholic Church 

by structurally diverse elements. 

No history of the Prot e st ant Reformation could be 

c omplete without mentioning t h e n ame of John Calvin. Ack­

nowledged a s a le ad er of the movement in France, he is not, 

h owever , consid ered by all h i storians to have been a re­

forme r in the strict s ense of the word . His teachings are 

stil l adhered to by some of the maj or Protestant bodies. 

Stevenson sum.~arized the work of Calvin. 

To Geneva he g a v e an educat ed ministry and 
p eople ' an he roic soul' which enabled the 
little town to stand forth as the Citadel 
a nd City of Refug e for th e oppressed 
Protestants of Europe . 11 10 

The spirit of t he reformation spread rapidly over the 

Continent of Europe and onto t h e British Isles. Accom­

panying thi s urge for r eform was also a lessening fe a r of 

the Catholi c Church . Calvin and Zw ingl i had questioned the 

Pop e 's authority in secula r and re lig ious matters. It was 

inevitable that there s hould be a clash between the freedom 

loving people of England and the dictatorial powers of the 

Roman Chur c h . This rift came in 1527, when Henry VIII, then 

a Catholi c, decided to have his marriage to Catherine of 

lOWilliam Stevens on, The S)ory of t he Refo r mat ion 
(Richmond : Joh n Knox Press,7:959, p. 84, citing Lindsay, 
A History of the Reforma t ion, Vol. II, p. 92. 



Aragon annuled in order that he might have as his wife , 

Anne Boleyn , "a vivacious young woman of twenty-four with 

lovely black eyes and hair so long that she could sit on 
11 

17 

it . 11 To Henry ' s surprise, Pope Clement refused to grant 

h is request and permit the British king to marry his new 

love . 

To ach ie ve his desires and to bypass the Pope, in 

1531 He nry forced the bishop of the Church to a cknowledge 

him as " their singular protector and only supreme lord, and, 

a s f a r as that is permitted by the law of Christ, the su-

12 
preme head of the Church and of t he clergy ." Also sig -

nifi cant is the fact that Henry introduced doctrinal changes 

that aligned the British Church with the spirit of the ref­

ormation . These changes and subs equent moves gave rise to 

the Church of E~g land . 

The last reforms in Europe to be discussed are thos e 

that took shape in Scotland under John Knox , considered by 

many histori&n s to have been one of the foremost leaders of 

Protestant ism . 

In 1542 Parliament , under royal pressure, permitted 

the translation of an English Bible. This Bible and the 

11I bid ., p . 135 . 

12 Ibid ., p. 136. 
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persecution of two men, Patrick Hamilton and George Wishart , 

led the way to reformat ion in Scotland. Perhaps one of the 

most interes ting things about this reformation is the speed 

with whi ch it was a c complished . Knox 's reform had been in­

terrupted by the death of Edward VI. Knox fled from the 

country . But hardly had a year elapsed between Knox's re­

turn and the establi s hment of the Reformed faith . 11 0n 

August 24 , b y a decree of Parliament , Romanism was aboli s h ed, 

a confession of faith was approved , a book of common order 

issued , and the First Book of Discipline prepared. 1113 

The r eform of the chur ch in Scotland under Knox wa s 

the most thorough cleansing made in any country , and yet 

was brought about with a minimum of bloodshed . 

In each reform there can be seen a g radual and con­

tinuing de p arture from the tene nts of Romanism . Although 

some of the Reformers developed into extremists , yet the 

principle of r efor m was furthe red by each s u cceeding devel ­

opment . It seems unlikely that full-scale r estoration could 

have been accomplished during the time of Luther and 

Zwingli , but the t r end was ever in that direction . The 

work of those men of the early Reformation has been praised 

many times , but the fact that they fai l ed to c omplete the 

13I b l d ., p . 167 . 



19 

return to t :10 ancient order of things c an be seen in the 

effort s of still other later reformers whose names are 

prominent in church history . Milton said Puritanism was a 
14 

movement 11 for the reform of reformation ." John Robinson , 

a Puritan minister observed , 11 1 am very confident that the 

Lord hath more truth and light yet to break out of His Holy 

Word . 1115 The minds of men were searching for the truth , 

unmixed with human innovations and trad itions . John Knox 

was very confident as he wrote t ha t while other countries 

r etained "some footsteppi s of Antichrist , and some dreggis 

of Papistrie , we (all praise to God alone) have nothing in 

16 
our churches that ever flowed from t hat man of synne . 11 

The Confession of Faith , written by John Knox and his col­

laborators, expressed the following vital point , 11 the Books 

of the Old and New Testaments . sufficiently expr e s s a ll 

things necessary to be believed for the salvation of man-
17 

kind . " This same confession has in its preface : 

If any man will note in t h i s own Confession 
any article or sentence repugnant to God ' s 

14 
145. Ibid ., p . 

15 I bid . , p . 152 . 

16 Ibid ., p . 174 . 

17Wil liam Stevenson, The S) ory of the Reformation 
(Richmond : John Knox Press ,1959 , p .16~ 



Ho ly Wor d, t hat it please him of his 
gentleness and for Chri stian charity's 
s ake to admonish us of t h e same in writing ; 
and we upon our honours and fidelity by 
God ' s gr ac e do promise un t o him s atisfac ­
tion from the mouth of God, that is from 
His Holy Scriptures, or e lse reformation of 
that which he shall prove to be amiss . 18 

20 

James VI of England was headed in the direction of 

res t oration when he insis ted on "one doctrine and one dis -

19 cipline, one relig ion in substance and in ceremony . " 

Still closer to that g oal was Professor Croft Dickinson 

of Scot land , who wrote , 11 Wi th the r ead ing a nd the lmowledge 

of the Word of God there arises the desire for a new Church , 

a Church pure and undefiled, a Church free from man- made 

ceremony and invention . 11 20 

Vfuat beg an as an idea to reform the Catholic Church 

now be c ame a desire for a new church . But the time was not 

yet r eady for this new chur ch or the restoring of the orig­

inal one . There were now many churches and many do ctrines. 

Rowe says , "The Reformers began with the Bible alone 

and ended with a collection of ' Creeds . 11 21 He also wr o te, 

18 Ibid . 

19 Ibld . , p . 151 . 

20 Ibid . , p . 160 . 

21Rowe , .2.£ • c it ., p . 60 . 
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"Creedism .•• be gan at the very point where reformat ion 

2 2 
ceased . " 

From the standpoint of total reformation, this was 

not accomplished in the Roman Catholic Church by the efforts 

of such movements . Neither was the concept of total res t ora­

tion fully understood by many people . Before the deed is 

done there must first be the birth of the i dea . The season 

for restoration was now drawing near , and the full bloom 

was not to be seen in Europe , but in Ameri ca. 

The Restoration in America 

To the shores of the New World c a.-ne many men and 

women for various reasons. Some c am e in the hope that in 

the new land they could escape the dictate s of the Church 

of Eng land . Although persecution drove many groups to the 

New Norld , many c ame with the desire to found a new church 

and to complete the restoration of the chur ch . 

Leaders in two Protestant Chur ches in America , the 

,1ethodist Church and the Baptist Church, beca.":le early advo­

c ates of that new church. 

The Methodist Church has been called 11 A unique blend 

22 ro1d ., p. 53. 
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of New Testament Christianity, the Protestant Reformation 

2 3 
ar1d the influenc e of John Wesley . 11 The s ame writer 

continues , "Methodism began in England as a movement wi th in 

24 
the existing Protestant Church , and not a s a new Se c t ." 

Th is movement s pread over England , then t o I r eland and 

America . "The Methodist Epi s copal Church i n Amer i c a wa s 

organized at Baltimore on December 24 , 1784 . 11 2 5 

The Baptist Church also had its beginning in the 

framew ork of the Protestant Reformation . Lippard rep orts , 

Most Baptists like to trace their ancestry 
b a ck to John the Baptist . But t here is n o 
historical evi den ce of any definite , 
or ganized body of Baptists before the year 
1611 wh en groups in Eng land b e g an to main-
tain that only believers in Christ , not 
infants, could be baptized a nd that bap -
tism had to be by immersion . 26 

Roger Williams founded the fi r st Bapti s t Chur ch in 
2 7 

Providence , Rhode Island in 1639 . 

Dissatisfactions within the Method i st Episcopal 

23 Leo Rosten, A Gu ide to the Religions of 1\meri c a 
(New York : Simon and- S chuste~ 1955), p . 82 . 

24 I b id . 

25 Ibid ., p . 84 . 

26 Ibid . , P • 7 . 

27 Ibid ., p . 8 . 
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Chur ch led t o a s p linter group which took t h e n a.--ne "Repub ­

l ican ~ieth od i s t s . 11 To t hi s body bel on g ed Ri c e Haggard who 

sto od u p vri t h a Bible in h i s hand at a general meeting of 

the Ili e t hod is t Ch urch on Au gust 4 , 1 794 and s aid , 11 Bre thr en, 

t his i s a suffi c i ent r ul e of faith and prac t ic e . By i t we 

a r e to l d t hat t he discip l e s were c a lled Christians , and I 

mo v e tha t hence for th and f or e ver t he foll owers of Christ be 

known a s Ch r is t i ans simply . 11 28 I n 18 01 the "Republi c an 

Me thod ist" chang ed t h e ir n ame t o t h e Ch ri s tian Ch ur ch . 

This wa s i nde ed a g reat step forward , f or it brought men 

fa ce t o fac e for t h e firs t time with the r eal issue , tha t 

names a nd c r eed s d o d ivid e me n in t o se par a te g roups . 

Some of t h e Baptis t s wer e not l ong i n following . 

In that b ody a fe w men were also t hinking about rest ora ­

tion , at le a st in the matte r of a n ame . In the s p ring of 

1802 El i a s Smith of Salisb ury , New Hampsh ire mad e up hi s 

mind , "I ven tured for t he first time , 11 he wrote , " Softly to 

tel l the pe ople , tha t the n ame Chr istian was enough for the 

28
Ear l I r vin West , Th e Se a rch f o r t h e An cien t Order 

(~ash v i l l e: Gospe l Ad v oc a~Company ,1949f:° p . 10 , ci tin g 
J . Pre ssley Barr e t t , The Cen t ennial of Relig ious Jour na lism, 
p . 264 . 
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followers of Christ without addition of the word s Baptist , 

29 Me tho d is t s, etc . 11 

Smith and a f e w followers broke with the established 

church and be gan re gularly to meet and discuss plans f or a 

ch urch . Smi th cont i nues : 

When our number was some sh or t of twenty , 
we a gr eed t o consider ours e lves a ch urch 
of Ch ri s t, ownin g Him as ou r on l y Master, 
Lord , and Lawg iver , and we a greed to con­
s i d e r ours e lves Chr istians, wi th out the 
a dd i t ion of any uns criptural n ame . 30 

This spirit wa s also present in other states . Fr om 

Virg inia, Willia..'11 Gu iry wr ote on December 18 , 1808 : 

Aft e r we bec ame a s eparate p eople , three 
poin t s we r e det er mined on. F i rs t . No 
h ead ove r the ch urch but Chris t . Second . 
No c onfession of f a ith , ar t icles o f relig ion, 
r ubric, canons, creeds , etc . , but the New 
Tes tamen t . Third . No relig ious name but 
Christians . 31 

A mis take wo u ld be made to suppose that t h ese men 

were a l one in t h e establishing of the "free" church in New 

Eng land. Ot he rs , still more influential followed as the 

movement in the direction of the Bible based church p icked 

29 I oid . , p . 13, citing Elias Smith , The Life and 
Conve r sion o f El ias Smi th , p . 298 . 

30 Ib i d ., p . 1 4 , I b i d ., pp . 313 - 4 . 

31 I bid . , p . 16 , ci t ing J . Pressley Barrett , Th e 
Centenn i a l of Re ligious J ourna li sm , p . 46 • . 
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up momentu."ll . There were other men ; J ames O'Kelly , Barton 

W. Stone, Wal te r Sc o tt , John Smith , and many more . But the 

two most famous me n of the entire restoration movement were 

Thomas Campbell and his mor e illustrious son, Alexander . 

It wa s Thomas Ca~p bell, formerly a Presby terian min­

ister who in 1809 re ad from his "Declarat ion and Address " 

the most famous of all restoration slogans : "Whe re the 

Scrip t ures s peak , we speak ; where these are silent , we are 

silen t . " This wa s the very foundation of the movement to 

re turn to the Bible . It was only left now for Alexander 

Campb e ll to put thi s principle to all the various cr e eds 

b o th t aught and practiced . This he did , e.nd with the work 

of oth ers the restoration of the ancient chur ch was under ­

way . 

The Campbel l s not only s ought " the truth , 11 but they 

se a rched for it ou t side t h e shackles of denominationalism . 

Wi t h reference to di visions within Chris t i anity the elder 

Ca'npbell wrote: 

'Nh a t dre a ry effec ts of those accurs e d 
di v isions are to be s een , even in t hi s 
h igh ly favo:::>ed country, where the s word of 
t h e civil magistrate has no t yet l earned t o 
ser ve a t the altar l Have we not seen con­
gregat ions broken to pie ces, neighborhoods 
of prof e ssing Ch ristians f ir st thrown into 
c onfu s ion by party contentions, and , i n 
the end , entir e ly deprived of gospe l 
ordi nanc e s ; while , in the meanwhile, larg e 
se t tlements and tracts of country remain 
to t h is day des titute of a gospel ministry, 



many of them in l ittle b e tter thun a state 
of h eathenism, ~~ e churches being eith er 
so weakened by divisions that they can not 
send them minist ers , or the people so 
divided among themselves that they will 
not rec ei v e t h em? Se vera l , at t he same 
time , who live at the door of a preached 
go spel , dare not in con science g o to hear 
it, and , of cours e , enjoy little advantage 
in tha t r~spect than living in the midst of 
heathen . 3 

26 

The very heart of Thomas Campbell's thinking conc er n ­

ing the restor a tion of t h e primitive church can be seen 

fro~ the following address: 

De arly b e:i.. oved brethren, why should we deem 
it a thing incredible tha t the Churchof 
Christ , in this highly f a vored country , 
s hould resume that ori g inal unity, peace 
and purity which belong to its constitu­
tion and constitute i ts glory? Or is there 
anything that c an be justly deemed necessary 
for this desirable purpose but to conform 
to the model and adopt the practi ce of the 
primi t ive Church , expressly exhibited in 
t he New Tes t a.uent ? Whatever alterat ions 
this might produce in any or in all of the 
church es , should , we think, neith er be 
deemed inadmissible nor inelig ibl e . Surely 
such alterat ion would be every way for the 
better and not for the wors e , unl e ss we 
should supp ose the divinely- inspired r ~ le 
to b e faulty or defecti v e . Were we , then, 
in our chur ch conformity to the a p os t olic 
Church , would we not be in that res pe ct as 

32 John F . Rowe , A History of Refor ma :; i on rr.ovements 
(rtos emead , California : - Old PathsBook Club , 1957) , p . 155 . 



perfect a s Christ intended us to be? And 
s h ould not this suffice us?33 

2 7 

Uuch emphasis has been given to the work of Alexander 

Cfuupbe ll by writer s both past and present , stating that he 

gave rise to another Protestant sect . If this be true , it 

was not his intenti on . In 1823 he wrote , "I have no i dea of 

add ing to the c atalogue of new sects . Thi s g ame has been 

34 
p layed too long . 11 

: n tha s pring of 1823 Campbe ll published his "Pros-

pectus" fo r a proposed p aper . In this he wrote : 

"The Chr istian Bap t ist" shall espous e the 
c ause of no relig ious sect, excepting the 
ancient sect, "cal l ed Christ i ans first at 
Antioch . " Its sole obje ct shall be the 
evic tion of truth and the exposing of error 
in do c trine fu!d prac t ic e . The editor, 
acknowledg ing no standar d of relig ious f a itn 
or works othe r than the Old and New testa­
ment , and the latter as the only stand a rd of 
the relig ion of Jesus Christ , will , in­
tentionally at l east , oppo s e no thing whi ch 
it oe s not enjoin, having no world ly in­
terest at stake from the adoption or 
r epr obation of any article of f aith or 
r e lig~ous practica , having no gift nor r e ­
ligiou3 emoulwnent to bl ind hi s eyes or to 
pervert his jud~nent , he hopes to manifest 
t ha t h e is an impartial advocate of the 
truth . 35 

33 Ib.d 15" __ l_., p . o . 

34west , .2.£ · cit ., p . 70. 

35West, Ibid ., p . 69 , ci t ing Richa rdson , Memoirs of 
l ex ander CamobellVol . I I , p . 50 . 
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From t h e above statement can be seen the intentions 

an d desir e s of the r estora tion leaders . Although these men 

were seek ing t he re storat ion of the anc ient church, yet 

t he re were some among them who held different opinions con­

cerning various issues t ha t did in time aris e . The Church 

during th i s time became known in many parts of the country 

as the "Chr istian Church " , because its advocates claimed 

only t h e n ame "Christian " . As time progressed, the contro ­

v ersy became more heated until it was apparent there would 

b e a division within t he r a nks of the res tor e r s . This sep­

aration be c ame a reality shortly after 1900 . The t wo 

c auses for t h is s p li t were the introduction into the worship 

service of t h e cht:..rch the mech anical instrwnent of mus ic and 

th e i nnovat ion of t h e Missionary Society, which were held 

by the co nservative gr oup to be a viola tion of the silence 

of the scriptures . The more liber&l f a ction is lmown as 

t h e "Chr i st i an Church " , and the conservative element has 

become g ene r a l l y identi f ied as the "churches of Christ ." 

The Relig ious Census first gav e recognition to a 

division in the year 1906 .
36 

36 I bid ., p . x iv . 



CHAPTER IV 

TEE BASIS FOrt STATISTIC L CONCLUSIONS 

As sta t ed in the title of this thesi s, no claim was 

made to maxe a c omplete statistical analysis of the churches 

of Christ in Harris County . The data in ~his chapter re­

flect , howeve r , the results of a survey of representative 

chur ches of this area . As note d elsewhere in this study, 

the number of churches of Christ in Harris County is approx ­

imately seventy - two . All of these churches were asked to 

participate in this survey . Each of these churches was s ent 

t h e questionnai re found in Appendix C, with the l e tter sh own 

in Appendix A. The number of responses was seventeen . This 

number cons t itutes t·.venty - three and six - tenths percent of 

the total n ·o.:-~ber s ent (See Taole One) . At a later date 

t•;1 -:, ,. ty - fi ve questionnaires with the letter found in -Appendix 

B wer e sent to select6d churche s . This time six chur ches 

r esponded . This number is twenty - four percent of the number 

of questionnaires s ent the second time (See Table Two) . Ad ­

ding t h e number of res ponses from the two times t he ques ­

t · onnaires were sent , there was a total response of twenty ­

thre e , or thirty - one and nine - tenths percent of the ch urche s 

contacted (See Table Three) . The conclusions herein state d 

were based on this figure . 



TABLE I 

RESPONSE TO FIRST QUESTIONNAIRES 

Tot&l Number Sent 

~o tal Number Returned 

Percent Returned 

72 

17 

23.6 

30 

Table One shows the fi rst questionnaires sent out 
received a response of twenty - three and six- tenths percent . 



TABLE II 

RESPONSZ TO SECOND QUESTIONNAIRES 

Total Nw:ibe r Sen t 

Total Kumber Returned 

Percent Returned 

25 

6 

24 

Table Two shows the second quest i onnaires sent 

out . They ra ceived a response of twenty - four percent . 

31 



TABLE III 

TOTAL RESPO JSE TO QUESTIONKAIRES 

Total umber of Ch urches Contact ed 

Tota l umber of Churches Responding 

Per cent of Churches 2 e s pondi ng 

32 

72 

23 

31.9 

Table Thre e s h ows the total response to all que -
t ·onnaires sent out, which was thirty-one and nine - t enths 
percent . 
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Validity of Conclusions 

The respons e of the twenty - three churches is believed 

to be a valid re pres entation of the churche s of Christ in 

Harris County in that they reflect churches of various sizes 

and economic backgrounds . Table Four shows the sizes of the 

churches that res ponded to this p art of the questi onnaire . 

Responses were from both urb &n and r ur a l chur ches . Also to 

be noted is the fa c t that the Negro and Latin Ameri c an con­

gr egations as well as t he White chur ches are represented . 

Further , it should be pointed out that the total response is 

thirty -one and nine - tenths percent of the total number of 

churches , or thirty - one and nine -tenths percent of one 

hundred percent of the chur ches of Harris County . 

Contributions 

Tithing , which is practiced in many denominations , 

is not exercised in the churches of Christ . Each member, 

however, is encouraged to give "as he has been prospered", 

the amount being left up entirely to the individual member . 

Baxter writes : 

Each first day of the week the raembers of 
the church "lay by in store as they have been 
prospered" (1 Cor . 16 : 2) . The amount of any 
individual gift is generally known only to 
the one who g ave it and to the Lord . Thi s 
free-will offering is t he only call which the 



34 

TABLE IV 

MEMBERSHIPS OF CHURCHES REPORTING 

Chur ches Membership 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

Table Four shows the membership of each of the 
churches r epor ting . 

NOTE : All churches reporting did not indicate 
membership . 

692 
660 
483 
450 
425 
385 
350 
323 
299 
253 
250 
250 
220 
215 
200 
200 
160 

64 
59 
55 



church makes . No a ssessments or other 
levies are made . No money - making 
activi ties , sue~ as bazaars or suppers, 
are eng aged in . 

35 

This s tudy reveals the churches of Christ in Harri s 

County contributed amounts rang i ng from $ 3 , 607.92 to 

$94 , 000. The average for the ch urch es responding was 

$ 37 ,735.25. Thi s wa s two dollars and forty - two cents per 

member per week . Table Five shows the amounts contributed 

by the chur che s responding to the questionnaire . 

Number of Baptisms 

Only those who have wil l ingly submitted to baptism 

are considered to be member s of the church of Christ . 2 

Much time and effort are spent to persuade men and women , 

older boys a nd g irls to a ccep t this act . Churches usually 

keep f airly accurate records of t h e number of bap tisms each 

year . The ch urches participating in this survey report 

baptisms from six to sixty-s ix a year . Thi s i s an averag e 

of twenty - six and one - half baptisms per church for the year , 

at a cost of $ 1 , 526 .74 for each new member per church. 

1Batsell Barrett Baxter, What is the Chur ch of 
Christ (Dallas : Christian PublishingCompany) , p.10 . 

2 I bid ., P• 8 . 
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TABLE V 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHUR CHES REPORTING 

Chur ches Cont ributions 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

$ 94 , 000 . 00 
91,565.00 
59 , 800 .00 
48 , 000 . 00 
46 , 0 00 .'00 
42 , 8 74.92 
40 , 428 .51 
39 , 847.66 
38 , 738 .73 
38 , 536.00 
37,018 .43 
34 , 666 .12 
33, 831 . 84 
23, 49 7.27 
22 , 59 6 .73 
21, 412 .72 
19 , 299 . 90 
14, 658.84 

4 , 324 . 55 
3,607.92 

Table Five shows the yearly contribu tions of each of 
the church es r eporting . 
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Table Six shows the number of baptisms of those churches 

r eporting. This study also reveals that the ratio of bap­

tisms to church membership is one to twelve and two-tenths, 

or one baptism p er year to each twelve and two-tenths 

members . 

Value of Church Property 

Baxter estimates the number of churches of Christ in 

the United States at fifteen thousand.
3 

As already reported, 

Harris County has more than seventy-two. As far as can be 

determined, each one of these congregations has a permanent 

chur ch building. Truly then , the operation of the church in 

this generation is 11 b ig business" . No long er are buildings 

being constructed that provide only the minimum necessary 

comfort for worship . Millions of dollars are spent yearly 

f or II just the right locati on" for a new church plant. Great 

car e is taken to provide an at t ractive edifice for the 

worshippers . Every means is taken to insure the utmost in 

comfort and ease. Besides the auditorium for the re gular 

hour of worship , educational buildings for the purpose of 

systemati c Bible study have become a vital part of today's 

chur ch program . The preachers of nearly all the churches 

3 Ibid ., p. 4. 
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TABLE VI 

NUMBER OF BAPTI SMS 

Church es Bap ti s ms 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 

Tab le Six revea l s the number of bap tisms by each 
chur ch for t h e year rep or t ing . 

66 
62 
46 
41 
40 
31 
30 
20 
19 
18 
17 
16 
15 
15 
15 
15 

6 
6 



are tod ay provided with a modern house for themselves and 

their families . All churches do not own a parsonage . 

The value of the church auditoriums and educati onal 

buildings as revealed by thi s study is from $ 12 , 000 to 

$ 450 ,000. The average value of each church plant is 

$ 116,315 . 

39 

Those churches that d o provide a home for the preacher 

do so at a cost ranging from $ 7,000 to $ 27,000. The average 

value of the parsonages for those churches rep orting is 

$ 15 , 607. 

The total property value of those churches taking 

part in this survey is shown in Table Seven. 

Besides the local property , some chur ches also assist 

in the purchase of property in other cities in the state, 

outside the state and even in foreign c ountries. Table 

Eight shows the amounts spent in these areas . 

Suoo ort of Ministers 

The "local minister" is considered today to be a vital 

instr~~ent in t he work of any church . Each church attempts 

to secure the services of the best available preacher for 

its particular work . But not only are ministers supported 

for the local work , they are also fully or partly supported 

in other cities in the state as well as in other states and 
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TABLE VII 

VALUE OF CHURCH PROPERTY 

Churches Auditoriums , Parsonage s 
Educational Bldgs . 

1 $450 , 000 $20 ,000 
2 201 , 000 25 , 000 
3 175,000 
4 150 ,000 18,000 
5 150,000 
6 150 , 000 
7 135 , 000 20 , 000 
8 125 , 000 11 , 000 
9 120 , 000 7 , 000 

10 110, 000 11 , 000 
11 110,000 27,000 
12 100 , 000 15,000 
13 75, 000 11,000 
14 60 ,000 8,000 
15 50 , 000 12 , 000 
16 45,000 
17 33,000 
18 30 , 000 13 ,500 
19 12 , 000 

Table Seven shows the value of the church audi ­
toriums , educati onal building s and parsonage s for each of 
the responding chur ches . 



Churches 

1 
2 
3 
4 

TABLE VIII 

A rnuNT SPENT OTHER THAN LOCAL PROPERTY 

Other Texas 
Cities 

$ 266 . 67 
1 , 000 . 00 

Outside 
Texas 

$ 3, 554 . 00 
300 . 00 
900 . 00 
250 . 00 

41 

Outside 
Uni ted States 

$ 1 , 200 . 00 
131.00 
600 . 00 
500.00 

Table Eight shows the amount of money spent for 
church building s other than the local plant. 
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in foreign countries. Some of the latter are natives of 

the ir countries instead of missionaries from the United 

State s. 

The salarie s paid by the churches participating in 

this survey to t h s lo c al ministers and their assistants are 

shown in Table Nine . The se rang e from $ 2,120 a year for a 

preache r on a part time bas is t o $ 12,000 for a full-time 

minister. This is an average of $ 7,713.78 for the churches 

re porting . 

The amount of s upport for ministers other than the 

local work is also s h own in Table Nine. It will be noted 

that only seve n of the ch urche s r eporting support ministers 

t o some extent in the four areas tested. 

Local Meetings 

One or two times a ye ar--usually in the s pring and 

fall --aa ch congre gation conducts a "Gospel Meeting " or 

"Revival" in which concerted efforts to make new converts 

and edify the church are made . A visiting or out-of-town 

preacher is generally eneaged for these meetings. For 

the ir services, t h e ministers usually are g iven from one 

to five hundred dollars for a period of five to t en days. 

Those ch urches participating in this study report 

amounts from $ 50.00 to $ 1,312.97 per year for t h ese 



Ch urche s 

TABLE IX 

SUPPORT OF MINIS 'rER S 

Local Texas 
Cities 
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U.S. Foreign 
Cities 

1 $12 , 000 . 00 $ 50 . 00 $ 3,000.00 $ 5,000 . 00 
2 11 , 500 . 00 
3 11,114 . 00 10 , 013 . 00 4,322 . 00 5,673 . 00 
4 10 , 000 . 00 1 , 013 . 00 600 . 00 14,000 . 00 
5 8 , 600 . 00 300 . 00 5 , 000 . 00 200 . 00 
6 8 , 370 . 00 100 . 00 1 , 425 . 00 10,081.00 
7 8 , 085 . 00 9 , 9 75 . 00 206 . 00 
8 7,749 . 00 900 . 00 7 , 158 . 00 
9 7 , 440 . 00 600 . 00 1, 663 .41 

10 7,120 . 00 3, 0 00 . 00 3,300 . 00 
11 7 , 020 . 00 6 , 000 . 00 600 . 00 
12 7,020 . 00 
13 6 , 760 . 00 4 ,210 . 0 0 5,531.00 
14 6 , 693 . 00 2 ,400 . 00 359.00 
15 6 , 490 . 00 
16 6 ,170 . 00 1,060 . 00 
17 6 , 000 . 00 2,100 .00 4 , 200 . 00 
18 5 ,310 . 00 756. 00 1 , 222 . 45 300 . 00 
19 2 ,120 . 00 

Table Nine s how s the amount of support for ministers 
on the local level and in mis sionary fields . 
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endeavors . Tnis is an averag e of $ 668 . 42 spent by each 

church for the year rep orted . Table Ten s hows the amounts 

s pent by each chur ch for thi s purp os e . 

Radi o and Tele vi sion Preaching 

"The r ad io ha s b e en ano t her effective publi city 

. 4 
mediu.11 11

, wr i tes Ec kstein . It has been called the "most 

effe c t ive missionar y wo r k which the ch urch has e v er 

done " . 5 The churches of Chr ist of Harris County are con ­

ducting weekly p r ograms o v e r r ad io thr ou ghout the area. 

In r e c en t year s tele vision pro g r am s h ave also b een a dd ed . 

In addi ti on t o local r adio and te levision pro gr ams t h ere 

exi s ts a t the present time nationa l rad io and television 

progr ams that a r e s upported by v arious cong r egations over 

the c ounty . I n the presen t s tudy , no dist i nction was made 

howe v er , between l ocal and n at iona l radio and television 

work . 

Of those ch urche s taking p art in thi s survey , a 

total of $9 , 456 was s pent . Th e amounts were from $ 30 . 00 

to $ 2 , 400 . Thi s is a n a v e r age o f $ 1 , 350 . 85 for those 

4
stephen Danie l Ecks t e in , Jr ., His t ory of the 

Chur ches of Christ in Texa s (Austin , Texas: FTrmY'aunda ­
t ion Publishing House, 1963) , p . 306 • . 

5
Ibid . 



Churches 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

TABLE X 

SUPPORT OF LOCAL MEETINGS 
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Amounts 

$1 , 312 . 97 
1,200 . 00 
1 , 128.45 
1 , 000 . 00 
1, 000 . 00 

795 . 00 
750 . 00 
700 . 00 
685 . 00 
645 . 00 
600 . 00 
570 . 00 
517 . 00 
290 . 00 

60 . 00 
59 . 00 
50 . 00 

Table Ten s hows the amount spent per year for 
lo cal meetings or revivals . 
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churches participating . The individual sums s pent by each 

church are shown in Table Eleven . 

News paper and Magazine Advertising 

The churches of Christ in Harris County are c onscious 

of the value of ne wspap er and magazine advertising in pro ­

mulga ting their teach ing s. To some of t he churches this 

medium is highly res pe cted . This teaching is of two kinds , 

the use of local newspapers and the national magazines . 

Generally , an individual congregation represents only a small 

p~t of a city or nationwide program of such teaching . This 

is because the advertising rates are usually exorbitant . 

Of those churches participating in this study , seven­

teen rep orted spending a total of $8 , 907 . 45 for newspaper 

and magazine advertising . This is an average of $523 . 96 . 

Table Twelve s hows the way this was distributed . No dis ­

tinction was made between local and national advertising . 

Tracts 

Teachi~g by t he printed page is considered by many 

church people to be one of the best doll a r values in the 

field of religious education because of its permanence . For 

this reas on , as well as the ease of di s tribution, tracts are 

widely used, and are made available to the public by almost 



Churches 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

T BLE XI 

RADIO AND TELEVISION PREACHING 
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Amounts 

$ 2, 400 . 00 
2 , 100 . 00 
1, 800 . 00 
1,300 . 00 
1,200 . 00 

600 .00 
30.00 

Table Eleven reveals the amount spent by each con­
tr ·buting church for radio and television preaching for 
the year . 



Church es 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

TABLE XII 

NEWSPAPER Al~D MAGAZINE ADVERTISING 
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Amounts 

$1 , 600 . 00 
1, 200 . 00 
1,000 . 00 

950 . 00 
780.00 
600 . 00 
48 4 . 00 
481.00 
316.00 
300.00 
300.00 
253.00 
250 . 00 
209.00 

50.00 
25 . 00 
18.00 

Tab le Twe lve shows the amount spent by each church 
per year for newspaper and magaz ine advertising . 

·~ 
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all ch ur ches . The se bo oklets are usually attractively de­

signed and well wri tt en, and are purchased from publishing 

houses or ind ividu a l writers at a price ranging from five 

to ten cents a copy . The amounts spent for this purpose by 

t~e churches of thi s s tudy r ang e from $ 12.39 to $BOO a ye a r . 

The aver age per church was $ 211 . 87 . The amounts spent for 

tracts by the ind ividual church es are shown in Table 

Thirteen . 

Bible Class Exo ense s 

One of the larg est s i ngle exp enditures of t he loc a l 

ch urch is the support o f i t s Bible classes and educational 

pr ograns . In another plac e in thi s s t udy it was no t ed tha t 

a l a r g e part of the value o f t he church property is in­

cluded in the "educ ati onal build i ng " . Also noted is the 

f a ct that many churches provide an assistant t o t he local 

pr eache r for this phase o f the work. In add ition to t he se 

expense s , there is to be added the cost of mat eria ls for 

the effective administrati on of t h is depar tmen t . I n cluded 

i n these materials are workbooks , Bibles , proj e ctors , 

filmstrips , and o ther i tem s ne cessary to the operat ion of 

a success f ul scho o l . 

The chur ches of Chr i st t h at were s t u d ied in t h is 

thesis s pe nt sums f r om $ 200 . 95 to $ 3,000 for Bib l e class 
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TABLE XIII 

A OUNT SPENT FOR TRACTS 

Churches Amounts 

1 $800 .00 
2 600 . 00 
3 489 . 00 
4 350 . 00 
5 350 .00 
6 162 . 00 
7 146 . 00 
8 54 . 00 
9 50 . 00 

10 50 . 00 
11 50 . 00 
12 26 . 75 
13 24 . 00 
14 13.40 
15 12 . 39 

Table Thir teen s how s the amount spent by each church 
for the year for the purpos e of tracts. 
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materials . The year ly average for the churches re porting 

was $9 70 . 20 . Th e amounts s pent by all the churches are 

shown in Table Fourte en . 

Office Supplies 

Nearly all churches maintain an efficient, modern 

office, such as is true and expected of any other business. 

In these offices c an b e found t h e usual equipment ne c essary 

to the i mpl ementing of its services . These services in­

clude a week l y chur ch bulle tin or newsletter to each mem­

ber , correspondent Bible courses offered to the public , 

records of cont r ibutions for income tax purposes , and 

many others . The cost of maint a ining t h e church offices 

of this s tudy range fr om $ 109 . 45 to $ 2 , 064 . This is an 

average of $765 . 89 . Table Fifteen s hows the amounts spent 

by the i ndividua l churches for this purpose . 

Secretari e s 

Of those chur ches taking part i n thi s survey , nearly 

half r eported the use of se cr et&ries , ei ther part time or 

full time . Sone s ecretaries wo r k four h ours a day , while 

others work a normal work week . Some work only a fe w days 

a ~onth . Amon~ t he chur ch es of Christ r eporting , the 
0 

sala ries for t h e s e cretari e s vary from $ 381 a year to 



, Chur che s 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

·. 

TABLE XIV 

BIBLE CLASS EXPENSES 
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Amounts 

$ 3,000.00 
. 2, 69 1.00 
1, 800 . 00 
1,500 . 00 
1,500 . 00 
1, 200 . 00 
1, 000 . 00 

935 . 47 
898 . 8 7 
800 . 00 
750.00 
623.57 
466 . 57 
460 . 84 
415 .12 
395 . 00 
326. 83 
300 . 00 
200.95 
44.57 

Table Four teen shows the Bible Class expenses for each 
church r eporting for the y e ar. 



Churches 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 

TABLE XV 

OFFICE SUPPLIES 
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Amounts 

$2 ,064 . 00 
2,000 . 00 
1,700 . 00 
1, 497 . 63 
1, 200 . 00 

742 . 43 
700 . 00 
645 . 43 
610.18 
600.00 
575. 67 
48 0 . 58 
381.83 
350 . 00 
295 . 26 
250 . 00 
179 . 00 
170.50 
109.45 

Table Fifteen s hows the amount spent for office 
supplies for the year for each chur ch. 



$ 3,255 annu al l y. The t otal amount of annual salaries for 

a l l r eporting churche s is $ 18 ,638.17. This is an average 

of $ 1 , 867 . 81 f or e a ch ch urch . Table Sixteen shows the 

a~ ount spen t by each church for secretarial services. 

Orphans ' Homes 

54 

The support of orphans' home s h a s long been con­

sider ed a par t o f the Christi a n 's mission. Some of this 

work is b e ing done by memb er s of t h e ch urch on an individual 

basis where a f amily may elect t o t ake an indig en t p e rson 

i nto its h ome . Most of t h e care of orphans is done, how­

ever , by the c oopera t ive support of several h ome s through­

out t he bro the r h ood . The churche s coop era te, seemingly 

being mo tiv a ted by a s ens e of l ove and duty . According to 

the f i nd i ng s of th is surv ey , the ch urche s of Christ in 

Harris Count y are activ e in the c a re of orphans in s e v eral 

s tat e s . Some ch urches r epor ted shar i ng wi th the s e homes 

as li t t l e a s $ 315 pe r year , whi le oth ers s h ared as much as 

$.3 , 900 annu a l l y . The averag e con t ributions to t h e orphans' 

home s by the ch urches r ep or tin g wa s $ 1,244.96. Table 

Sevente en s h ows h ow much each ch urch cont ribu t ed. 

Home s for t he Ag ed 

Anoth er b enevolent work that is being done by the 



Churches 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

TABLE XVI 

SECRETARIES 
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Amounts 

$3 , 255 . 00 
3 , 050 . 00 
2 , 860 . 00 
2 , 400 . 00 
2 , 100 . 00 
1 , 608 . 00 
1 , 328 . 67 
1 , 040 . 00 

615 . 00 
381 . 50 

Table Sixteen shows the amount s pent for s e cretarial 
services by the r epor t ing chur che s f or one year. 



Church es 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

TABLE XVII 

ORPHANS ' HOMES 

56 

Amount s 

$3 , 900 . 00 
3 , 400.00 
1 , 680 . 80 
1 , 500 . 00 
1 , 407 . 60 
1 , 230 . 45 
1, 012 . 60 

990 . 00 
960 . 00 
960 . 00 
900 . 00 
600 . 00 
600 . 00 
395 . 00 
368 . 00 
315 . 00 

Table Seventeen r e veals the suppor t given or phans by 
the res p ond ing churches for one year . 
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churches of Chris t in Harris County is the maintaining of 

h ooe s fo r t he aged who desire to use their services. The 

sco pe of this end eavor i s not as great as that of the 

support of orphans ' homes , and as might b e expected, the 

supp ort of these homes is far less. The results of this 

study r eveal that no church supports the homes for the aged 

wi t h the degree of financial aid with which some churches 

support the homes for orphans . As compared with the 

$ 19 , 919 . 45 annual support of or phans' homes contributed by 

sixteen churches reporting , only $ 2,941 was g iven by s e ven 

ch urches maintaining the homes for the "Senior Citizens". 

Th ese contributions rang ed from $ 13.00 a year to $ 660.00. 

Th e averag e for the church es r eporting was $ 420 .14 . Table 

Eighteen shows the amounts which the individual churches 

g ave . 

Contributions to Families and Individuals 

A third area of h elp extended to the needy by the 

ch urch es of Christ is found in the temporary assistance 

given to individuals and famili es. This is g ener a lly in 

a.'l.swer to a pl e a for aid during a time of emergency. The 

exist en c e of such help c an be established, however, by the 

f a ct that eighteen of the twenty-three churches rep orting 

i ndicate some help to needy people. It is almost an 

established custom among churches to carefully consider 



Chur che s 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

TABLE XVIII 

HO AES FOR THE AGED 
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Amounts 

$660 . 00 
600.00 
600,00 
500 . 00 
328.00 
240.00 

13 . 00 

Ta bl e Ei
0
hteen s h ows the contributions to homes for 

the a ge d for one year . 



any call for fo od and clo thing . The assistance given to 

i ndi vidua ls and f amilies is not usually for a prolong ed 

period and , therefore , t he amount s giv en are not larg e. 

Of the churches r eporting , none indicated aid exceeding 

$ 1,000 per year . The low fi gure was $ 56.42. The average 

for a ll the churches r eporting such a ssistance was $429.27. 

Table Nin e teen shows the amount s c ontr ibuted by th e 

chur ch es for this purp ose . 

Bible Chairs 

59 

The function of the Bible Chai rs was g iven under 

Definit ion of Terms Used . Although it is not yet accom­

p lished , the intentions of members of the church of Christ 

are to establ ish a chair at all the leading colleg es and 

universities where it is possible to do so . Thi s would be 

at a c ons i derable exp ens e , and is one of t h e r easons why 

this work has not yet been fulfilled . The churches of 

Christ in Harris County have not , in a very large measure , 

been moti vated to support this work . This survey reveals 

that only four of the r eporting churches contribute d t o 

this prog r am of wo r k , and the amount s r ang ed from $ 300 to 

$ 1 , 000 . Tab le Twenty s hows the amount s contributed by each 

participating ch urch . 



Chur che s 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 

TABLE XIX 

CO TRIBUTIO S TO FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS 
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Amounts 

$ 1 , 000 . 00 
925 . 00 
915 . 00 
830 . 00 
700 . 00 
516 . 61 
500 . 00 
500 . 00 
350.00 
301. 51 
271.00 
219 . 00 
214 . 65 
150 . 00 
125 . 85 

83 . 00 
68 . 98 
56 . 42 

Table ineteen shows the amount of contributions 
g iven to families and individuals by the reporting chur ches 
for the year tested . 



Churches 

1 
2 
3 
4 

TABLE XX 

BIBLE CHAIRS 
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Amounts 

$1 , 000 . 00 
600 . 00 
300.00 
300 . 00 

Tabl e Twenty shows the amount o f money contributed 
to the Bible Chairs by those church es participating in that 
program . 



Colleges and Univer sit ies 

Throughout the United States, but mostly in the 

South , are located college s and universities supported by 

members of the churches of Christ in Harris County (see 

Appendix D) . Al so being supported in this manner are some 

schools below the college level . The mo st famous colleg e 

in the United S ta tes r e c eiving much of its support from 

members of t he churche s of Ch rist is Abilene Christian 

Colleg e in Abilene , Texas . It should be emphasized a gain 

that rarely does a church support the s e institutions out 

of its treasury . The bulk of colle g e support comes from 

individual en dowments and donations . This conclusion is 

b ased on the r esult s of this s tudy which show only one con ­

gr egation contribu t ing to this work . The total amount was 

only $ 400 . 
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CHAPTER V 

SUM11u\RY OF DATA 

Be c ause of the dis tinct practices of the churches of 

Christ , stati s tic s and information relating to g rowth, ac­

tivities , and othe r facets of t he various churches are not 

re ad ily available as a whole . This information is not only 

i nte r e sting to the lay member, but also important in deter­

mining the strengths and weakne sses of the church as a uni­

fied body . 

Members of the churches of Christ believe their p o­

sition as a church in Christendom is unique. To them , the 

church today is the restored church of the be g inning and not 

a part of the family of Protestant ch urches. They believe 

the original church experienc ed a massive digression from 

the truth , and that subsequent r efor mati ons were destined to 

failure . They believed the only return to the primitive 

faith was by way of comp lete r estor ation . 

The churches of Christ were first listed in the Re­

lig ious Cens u s as a sep arate body in 1906. West reports 

there wer e at tha t time 2 , 649 church es with a membership of 

1 
159 , 658 . There were 2,100 pr eache rs that year . In 1961, 

1Ear l Irvin West , The Sear ch for the Ancient Ord er 
(Nashville : Gos pel Advocate Company~949), P• xii. 
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Goodpasture r eported 18 ,000 congregations with more than 
2 

15 , 000 preachers and a membe rship exceeding 2,000,000. 

~ost of these were in the South. 

The number of congregat ions of the churches of Christ 

in Harris County is increasing , the nearest figure available 

at the time of this s tudy be ing seventy-two. Of this count, 

the majority are loc ated in the city limits of Houston. 

Baytown and Pasadena e a ch have at least three congre gations . 

mhe combined membership of all these churches is believed to 

be nore than 28 , 000 , with an average church role based on 

this s-crvey of three hundred . The average yearly contri­

butions for those churches r epor ting was $ 37,735.25. This 

rang ed from over $ 3 , 600 to $94 ,000 per church. The reported 

total ave r age value of t he co mbined church buildings and 

parsonases was $ 131 , 922 . 

An interesting disco very of this study was the cost 

of e ct ch baptism in relation to the total contributions for 

one year . For each b aptism , which repr esents one new mem­

ber , $1 , 526 . 74 was spent for preachers' salaries, buildings 

and other items. Al so, for e a ch baptism, the yearly com­

bined effor ts of twelve and two - tenths members were neces­

sary . The ministers of the churches of Christ in Harris 

2B. C . Goodpasture , "Chur ch of Christ", The World 
Book Encyclopedia 1961 , Vol. III, PP • 423-4. _ 
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County were supported in line with some of the other r elated 

?~O~ess ~ons , s~ch as te ac~ i ng . The average support per 

church-- and some of t h e larg er churches have assistants-­

was $7 ,713.78 , plus hous e and utilities. Some support was 

sent by some o f the c hur ches to missionaries in other states 

and in f oreigh c ountr ie s. Other for ms of teaching received 

suppor t f r om the churches . Lo cal meeting s , whi ch were con ­

ducted onc e or twic e a year received an averag e of $ 668.42 

per year . Rad i o and t e le vision wor k received an averag e of 

$ 1 , 350 . 85 f or t he year and $52 3 . 9 6 was the averag e amount 

each church sp ent on newspap er and ma g azine advertising . 

Tracts of many subje c t s f or p ubl ic dis t ribution were made 

available by all the chur che s a t a ye a rly averag e of 

$. 211 . 8 7 . The Bib le School expense wa s a large item in the 

bud g et of almo s t a l l the c hurch es . Th is facet of the work 

was i mplemen ted a t an a v e r ag e of $ 970 . 20 for literature. 

The chur ch of fic e s were maint a ined yearly at an aver­

age cost of ~?7 6 5 . 89 . Althou gh all churches kept an office 

of sorr.e sort , all d id n ot have p a id secretaries . Those 

churches that had secr etar ies paid them annual sal a ries 

averag ing $ 1, 86 7 . 8 1 . 

oene volenc e in s e v e r a l areas was practiced by the 

churches of Chri st in Harris County . Orphans' Homes re­

ce i ved mo r e a t ten tion and sup por t than any other form of 
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indigent service . Support for the Homes fo r the Ag ed was 

?laced:~ the b~cget of so~e of th e churc~ es. Eo~eve~, t;:e 

amount allo ted for this purpose was much less ·than that for 

the Orphans ' Homes . An average of only $420.14 was spent 

in support of this c ause . A third area of benevolence in­

cluded the temporary a ssistance given to individuals and 

ffu~ ilies during emergencies . Such assistance was usually 

very srr.all , but nearly all the churches reporting indica t ed 

some assistance given. The average yearly amount f or thi s 

purpose wa s $ 429 . 27 . 

Support of the Bible Chairs at the leading colleges 

fu1d univers itie s is growing among the chur ches of Christ. 

This p rogrfu~ of education received an annua l average expense 

of only $ 550 , however , for the four churches reporting. 

The direct support of colleges and universities is not being 

practiced by the churches on a very large scale . Of the 

churches tested , only one indicated any support to colleg es 

whatsoe ver . And that amount was only $ 400. 



CHAPTER VI 

CONCLUSIONS 

Thi s final chapter will present conclusions relating 

to the data conta ined i n th is study . Only those conclusions 

which are indicated by the evidence herein will be presented. 

The data contained in this study seems to indicate 

the foll owing specific con clusions: 

1 . The lack of r esponse to the questionnaires tends 

to reveal either a lack of interest in this field of study 

or a strong c onviction against the propriety of such a 

study . 

2. The ch urch es of Chr ist keep fairly accura t e 

records of their activities for thei r own use, but are re­

luctant to reveal t hem to others. 

3 . The aver age memb ership of the c hurches of Christ 

is not extr emely larg e , but facilities are adequate for 

thei r needs . 

4 . Although chur che s of Christ claim a true con­

ne c tion with the original church, they s pend only a small 

percent of thei r contributions in missionary efforts. 



5 . Newspaper and magazine advertising are more 

popula r than the me d ia of radio and television. 
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6 . Most of t he bene volent work of the church is done 

t hrou gh or ganized media . 

7 . Orphans r e c eive much more support than do 11 widows 

and the aged ". 

8 . The church of Christ in Harris County is active 

in Christian education, supporting Bible Chairs, but not 

directly contributing t o colle g es and universities. 

The facts pres ented se em to indicate the following 

general conclusion: The ch urches of Christ in Harris 

County are engaged in an ex tensive program of work, but are 

somewha t inconsistent in some of their activities. 
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APPENDIX A 

Letter of Introduction 

Dear Sir: 

Will you ass ist me in fulfill ing the requirements of 
the !,:aster's Degr ee for which I am working , and at the 
sru~e t ·me r ender a service to the churches of Christ in 
Harris County? It wil l r equire only a little of your 
time , and some informat ion relating to the congregation 
where you wo r ship . 

Enclosed you wil l find a form that is se lf -explanatory . 
Ple a se note that the churches are not asked to identify 
themselves , and that a r e cord of individual contributions 
is not sought . 

The c ompleted thesis , A SURVEY OF THE FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 
OF THZ CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN HARRIS COUNTY will be on 
permanen t fi le at Sam Houston St a te Teachers Colle ge, 
Hunts ville , Texas . Also , it is hope d t hat excerpts will 
appear in the Brotherhood papers and church bulletins, or 
be otherwise made a vailable to interested churches . 

Will you please bring thi s up in the next Business Meet ­
i ng of the church and return the completed form as soon 
as p ossible . Thank y ou. 

Fraternally , 

C. Hubert Allen 
301 Eor n c a stle Dr. 
Channe lview , Texa s 
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APPENDIX B 

Follow- up Letter 

Dear Sir : 

Some time a g o questionnair es were s ent b y the writer to all 
the ch urches of Christ in Harris County re quest ing infor­
matio n t o be u sed in the wri ting of a thesis entitled 
A SURVEY OF THE FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES OF THE CHUR CHES OF 
CHRIST IN HARR IS COUNTY . About s e vent een percent of the 
churche s responded to t h at request. On the basis of these 
r eturns the writing of the thesis was undert aken , however , 
i - :.s :-.~-~i be ieved. that a higher :percent of res ponse is 
necessary . 

Wil l you p lease fill out the enclosed questionnaire at an 
early dat e , so the writing of this thesis can be completed. 

If you have already respond ed, please disregard this re­
quest . Thank you . 

Sincerely , 

C . Hubert Allen 
Rt . 1 , Box 491 
Spring , Texas 
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APPEND IX C 

Questionnaire 

Record of the Church 

1 . Number of Membe r s . 

2 . Total Contributions f or the Year . -----------
3 . Amount taken from the Treasury for the following: 

A. Local Preaching (Include Assistants and Song 

Leaders) 

B. Missionaries outside the U.S. 

C. Missionaries in U.S. o ther than Texas. 

D. Missionaries in Texas . 

E . Local Meeting s (Include Advertising ). 

F . Tracts for Dis t ribution. 

G. Newspaper and Magazine Advertising. 

H. Radi o Preaching . 

4 . Value of Church Building . 

5 . Amount spent on Home Building for the Year (Payments)_ 

6 . ~~ount Spent on Buildings outside the U.S. 

7 . Amount Spent on Buildings in U.S. o ther than Texas . 

8 . Amount Spent on Buildings in Texas other than Home 

Building . 



9 . Value of Preacher's Home . 

10 . Contributions to Orphans' Home s. 

11 . Con t ributions to Homes for the Aged. 

12 . Contributions to Individual s and Families. 

13 . Contributions to Bible Chairs. 

14 . Contributions to College s and Universities other 

than Bible Chairs. 

15 . Amount Spent for Bib l e Class Materials . 

16 . Salaries for Secretaries. 

17 . Amount Spent for Office Supplies. 

18 . Numb er of Baptisms for the Year. 
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