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K E N T J. RIGSBY - KLAUS H A L L O F 

Aus der Arbeit der «Inscriptiones Graecae» X . 
Decrees o f Inviolability for Kos 

Greek states recognized the asylia o f the Asklepieion on Kos in 242 B G . Frag
ments o f some fifty decrees survive; the published texts were gathered in 
RIGSBY, Asylia, 1996 (henceforth quoted Asylia). A score o f fragments remain 
in R. H E R Z O G ' S notes and squeezes preserved in the office o f Inscriptiones 
Graecae in Berl in.1 The notes are individual sheets w i t h either drawings or 
minuscule transcriptions w i t h occasional restorations. G K L A F F E N B A C H studied 
these pages in 1952 (preparing the publication o f H E R Z O G — K L A F F E N B A C H , 
Asylieurkunden aus Kos, Abh . Akad. Berlin 1952.1) and added some restora
tions. Most o f the unpublished fragments are meager scraps that preserve re
cognizable bits o f the formulary o f asylia decrees. Those presented here in 
advance o f publication in I G X I I 4 are texts whose authors can be plausibly 
identified or which exhibit something more than the usual formulas. 

1 Ionian city 
Found in the Italian excavations o f the Asklepieion; no description is preserved, 
only a drawing w i t h supplements o f H E R Z O G and a full transcription o f K L A F 
FENBACH. F rom the squeeze, height 0,22 m. , w id th 0,33. Letters 0,008; inter
space 0,005; right margin apparently preserved. Squeeze in Berlin. 

[ άποδέχ]εσθαι τήν τε θ[υσίαν και την έκε]-
[χειρίαν καθάπερ έπαγγέλλουσιν] οι θεωροί' είναι δε και τό ιερόν τό έγ Κ[ώι] 
[του Ασκληπιού ασυλον καθώς άξιοϋ]σιν ϊνα δέ άρχιθέωρός τε καί θεωρο[ί] 

4 [άποστέλλωνται κατά πάσαν πεν]ταετηρίδα δταν [τ] ή ν έπαγγελί[α]ν Ασ
κληπιείων ποιώνται Κώιοι, τους τιμ]ουχοϋντας εν τώι χρόνωι εν ώ[ι αν] παρα-
[γένωνται οι θεωροί είσαγαγεΐν] περί της αποδείξεως τ[οΰ] τε άρ[χιθε]ώ[ρου] 
[και των θεωρών συναχθείσης ύπό τ]ών στρατηγών έκκλησ[ία]ς· τον δέ δήμο[ν] 

8 [έλέσθαι άρχιθέωρον και θεωρο]ύς δύο' τους δέ αίρεθέντας άπο[δ]ημήσαν-
[τας εις Κών τα ιερά ποιήσαι τώι] Άσκληπιώι καθότι νόμιμόν εστί' τό δέ δο-
[θησόμενον έφόδιον είς τήν άπο]στολήν του τε άρχιθεώρου κα[ί] τών θεωρών 

In our work examining stones on Kos in the year 2000 we had the valuable assistan
ce of the authorities of the Ephoria, for which we warmly thank Dr. D. BOSNAKIS. 
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[ τ ]ο ΐς επί στεφανηφόρου τοΰ θ ε ο ύ τοΰ τ ρ ί τ [ ο ] υ 
12 [μετά τόν δείνα τοϋ δεινός ' ε ίσ]αγαγε ΐν δε περί τούτων τους τ ιμου-

[χοϋντας κ α ι τ ε λ έ σ θ α ι τόν ταμίαν (?)] τόν έ ν ε σ τ η κ ό τ α άπό των ίερών χρη
μ ά τ ω ν ]ο ι ς παρά [Κ]ώ ιων τους κληρονό
μ ο υ ς έκέχε ιρον (?) το εκ τοΰ] νόμου δραχμας ε [ ί κ ] ο σ ΐ ' κα 

ί 6 [ λ έ σ α ι δε τους -θεωρούς κ α ί επί δεΐπνον εις τό πρυτανείον.] εδοξεν [ τ ]ώι δή-
. [ μ ω ι εις λ ε ύ κ ω μ α ά ν α γ ρ ά ψ α ι τ ό ψ ή φ ι σ μ α . vacat? ] 

I n lines 1-8 we fo l low the substance o f H R R Z O G ' S restorations but assume a somewhat 
shorter line. |j 1-2 θ[υσίαν καί τους αγώνας | καί την έκεχειρίαν (κτλ.) H E R Z O G || 4 
[αποστέλλωνται ύπό της πόλεως ημών κατά πεν]ταετηρίδα (or καθ ' έκάστην την 
πεν]ταετηρίδα) K L A F F E N B A C H || 4 f in . we expect τών Ά . || 5 ποιώνται παρ' ήμίν Κ ώ ι ο ι 
H E R Z O G || 5 - 6 παρα[μείνωσι παρ' ήμίν οί -θεωροί αυτών είσαγαγεΐν] H E R Z O G , πα-
ρα[γένωνται K L A F F E N B A C H || 7 H E R Z O G , but ύπό αυτών καί τ]ών || 8 end άπο[τ]ιμή[σ]αι 
H E R Z O G j | 10 - - άργύριον-- H E R Z O G jj 11 ψηφίσασθαι τόν δήμον άποτίθεσθαι αύτ]οΐς 
H E R Z O G ; perhaps [παραδοθήναι τοις τιμούχοις? τ]οΐς || 12 H E R Z O G || 13 τιμου[χούντας 
K L A F F E N B A C H ; τέλεσθαι δέ τό άργύριον τόν ταμίαν] H E R Z O G [| 14 perhaps δούναι δέ τοις 
παραγενομένοις θεωρ]οΐς or τοις νΰν παροΰσι θεωρ]οΐς as at Asylia no. 94.31 || 15 δούναι 
δέ καί αύτοΐς vel sim. || 16 κα[λέσαι δέ τους θεωρούς H E R Z O G || 16—17 restored 
f r o m (e.g.) Mi le t 1 3 , 141. 

Translation 
. . . t o accept the sacrif ice a n d t r u c e as the t h e o r o i p r o c l a i m ; a n d the sanc tu
a ry o f A s k l e p i o s o n K o s is t o be i n v i o l a b l e as t h e y ask. So t h a t a ch i e f - theo ros 
a n d t h e o r o i m a y be sent at each q u a d r e n n i u m w h e n the K o a n s m a k e the 
p r o c l a m a t i o n o f the A s k l e p i e i a , t hose s e r v i n g as t i m o u c h o i at t he t i m e w h e n 
the t h e o r o i c o m e are t o i n t r o d u c e c o n c e r n i n g the a p p o i n t m e n t o f the chief-
theo ros a n d the t h e o r o i at an assembly c o n v e n e d b y the generals ; t he p e o p l e 
are t o elect a ch i e f - theo ros a n d t w o t h e o r o i ; those e lec ted w i l l t r ave l t o K o s 
a n d p e r f o r m the sacrifices t o A s k l e p i o s as is t r a d i t i o n a l ; t he m o n e y t o be 
g i v e n f o r the t rave l o f the ch i e f - theo ros a n d t h e o r o i . . . i n the year o f the g o d 
as s t ephanephoros for the t h i r d t i m e after . . . T h o s e s e r v i n g as timouchoi are 
t o i n t r o d u c e c o n c e r n i n g these t h i n g s ; the treasurer(?) i n o f f i ce is t o pay o u t 
f r o m the sacred funds . T o the t h e o r o i w h o have c o m e f r o m the K o a n s the 
heirs (?) . . . are t o g ive the l a w f u l h o n o r a r i u m , 20 d r achmas ; a n d the t h e o r o i 
are t o be i n v i t e d t o d i n n e r i n the p r y t a n e i o n . T h e p e o p l e v o t e d t o i n sc r ibe the 
decree o n a w h i t e n e d p laque . 

Commentary 
H E R Z O G a t t r i b u t e d the decree t o Teos , K L A F F E N B A C H p r e f e r r e d Pr iene ( A s y -
l i e u r k u n d e n p . 2 7 , w h e n c e S E G 12, 3 8 4 ) ; J. B O U S Q U E T , i n a le t te r t o K L A F 
F E N B A C H o f 2 Feb. 1960 , sugges ted A b d e r a . T h e s e cities h a d timouchoi; t he 
g o d as s t ephanephoros is found at Pr iene , a n d at M i l e t o s ( and e n u m e r a t e d thus 
at M i l e t o s , as h i g h as «s ix th after» o n p resen t ev idence) , as are sacred m o n e y s 
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and a lone treasurer ( i f this is right i n line 13). The ending (16) we have re
stored from decrees o f Miletos, which sometimes end w i t h the addendum εδοξε 
τώι δήμωι είς λεύκωμα άναγράψαι τό ψήφισμα (cf. P.J. R H O D E S - D . M . L E W I S , 
The Decrees o f the Greek States, 1997, 376; 379). But as Professor H E R R M A N N 
points out to us, strategoi (line 7) are not actually attested at Hellenistic Miletos 
i n this function, while a third stephanephorate o f Apo l lo wou ld fit between 
Müet I 3, 123 and 124, and would yield a date before 238/237 B.C. So the 
authorship o f this decree must remain in doubt. 

6 and 12: είσαγαγεΐν used absolutely: at Knidos, for the same purpose, Asy-
lia 105.32, [oi] νομογράφοι περί τούτω[ν] είσα[γέτωσαν]. Future appointment 
(άπόδειξις) o f theoroi is similarly provided by Chios for the Soteria at Delphi 
( F D I I I . 3 215.29). 

8—9: Compare e.g. I . Priene 5.11 αίρεΐσθαι δέ τ[όν δή]μον θεωρο[ύς] δύο τους 
τάς άπαρχάς απ[ο]ί [σοντας κα ι τ]ά ιερά ποιήσοντας τή ι Άθηνα ι . 

9 - 1 3 : Payment o f the city's theoroi sent to the coming Asklepieia ( A p r i l / 
May 241) falls in the next civic year. The choice o f the god as stephanephoros 
for that year has already been made, so the civic year probably is now near its 
end. The Koan théorie missions spanned spring to autumn o f 242.2 

13: For the role o f the treasurer i n the sacred funds and diplomacy, compare 
for example Milet I 3, 146A (Staatsvertr. I I 539); but the usage was common. 

14: We do not understand a reference to «heirs». 
15: 20 drachmas for theoroi also in Asylia no. 83.20, 127.12, 169.4. O n the 

w o r d έκέχειρον see P. B O E S C H , Θεωρός, 1908, 74—75. 

2 Four Cretan cities 
Found in the Italian excavations at the Asklepieion. Marble stele inscribed on 
both sides, complete only at side A left, height 0,30 m. , wid th 0,27, thickness 
0,11. Letters 0,009, interspace 0,006. 

Mentioned by M . G U A R D U C C I , I . Cret. I pp. 100, 269, I I p. 20; RFIC n.s. 2 1 , 
1943, 6 6 - 7 3 ; H E R Z O G - K L A F F E N B A C H , Asylieurkunden p. 29; D M U S T I , A n n . 
Pisa 32, 1963, 227; Asylia nos. 40—42. Squeezes in Berlin, minuscule transcrip
tions o f H E R Z O G (1933) w i t h restorations added by K L A F F E N B A C H . 

Side A : 
[Ίστρωνίων οί κόσμοι και ά πόλις Κωΐων τάι βωλάι και τώι] 

δάμωι χαίρειν άπεστή[λατε παρ' άμέ θεωρούς Χ ά ] -
ριππον, Δίωνα, Πλάτωνα, [οϊ έπήγγειλαν τάν τε θυ]-

2 At Miletus the year changed in spring, and perhaps not early enough in spring to 
accommodate these facts; at Priene and perhaps Teos the change was in late summer. 
See C. TRÜMPY, Untersuchungen zu den altgriechischen Monatsnamen und Monatsfol
gen, 1997, 92-96. 
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σίαν κα ι τάν πανάγυρ[ιν τάν γινόμενα ν τώι Ά σ ] -
4 κλαπιώι και παρεκάλο[υν άμε τό ιερόν του Ά σ ] -

κλαπιοϋ τό έγ Κ ώ ι άσυ[λον δέχεσθαι· άγαθαι τύχαι,] 
δεδόχθαι τάι πόλει τά[ι Ίστρωνίων δέχεσθαι καθά] 
παρακαλοϋντι τάν τ [ε θυσίαν κα ι τάν πανάγυ]-

8 ριν κα ι τάν εκεχειρία [ν, κα ι ασυλον ήμεν τό ιερόν] 
του Άσκλαπιοϋ υπό τε [Ίστρωνίων κα ι των κατοικόν]-
των εν Ίστρώνν τό δέ ψ[άφισμα τόδε άναγράψαι εν τώι] 
πρυτανείωι νυν εν τω [ι έπιφανεστάτωι τόπων τοις δέ] 

12 θεωροΐς ες άπαρχάν [δόμεν στατήρας δέκα (?). vacat?] 
Φαιστίων οί κόσμοι καί [ά πόλις Κωΐων τοις άρχουσι] 

καί τάι πόλει χαίρειν έπ[εί Κώιο ι άποστείλαντες θεω]-
[ρού]ς τάν τε άσυλ[ίαν τώ ίερώ τώ Άσκλαπιώ καί τάν θυ]-

16 [σίαν κα]ί τα λοιπά, ώγ | [ , άξιοΰντι δέχεσθαι ] 
[ ] τ[α]ΰτα δε. [ ] 

Side Β: 
[ όπως (?)τό] 
[ιερόν τώ Άσκλαπιώ ασυλον] όπάρχη ύπό τε Φαισ[τίων] 
[και των κατοικόντων έμ Φα]ιστώι, άγαθαι τύχαι, ή [μεν] 
[ασυλον τό ιερόν τώ Άσκλαπ]ιώ τώ έγ Κ ό ο ι ύπό τε Φαιστ [ ί ] -

4 [ων καί τών κατοικόντων έ]μ Φαιστών τό δέ ψάφισμα 
[τόδε άναγράψαι έν τώι ίερώι τώ Άπόλ]λωνος τώ Πυθίω' 
[δόμεν δέ καί τοις θεωροΐς εις] ξένια στατήρας δέκα. 

[έδοξεν Ίεραπυτνίων τοις κόσμ]οις καί τώι δάμων έπε[ι]-
8 [δή Κώιο ι φίλοι οντες τώ δάμ]ω τώ Ίεραπυτνίω(ν) θε

ωρούς άπεστάλκαντι παρ' άμέ Χ]άριππον, Δίωνα, Πλά
τωνα, οϊτινες έπαγγέλλοντι] τάν -θυσίαν καί τάν 
[έκεχειρίαν καί τάν πανάγυρι]ν τώι Άσκλαπιώι κα[ί] 

12 [άξιοΰντι τό ιερόν τώ Άσκλα]πιώ ν τό παρ' αύτοΐς άσ[υ]-
[λον ήμεν άγαθδι τύχαι, δε]δόχθαι Ίεραπυτνί[οις] 
[άποδέχεσθαι τάν θυσία] ν, καί τό ιερόν τώ Άσκ[λαπιώ] 
[ασυλον ήμεν καθώς άξι]οΰντν άγγράψα[ι δέ τό ψά]-

16 [φισμα έν τώι ίερώι τώ Άσκ]λαπιώ' δόμε[ν δέ ες άπαρχάν] 
[στατήρας δέκα (?) τοις θεω]ροϊς. vacat 

[έδοξεν 3—4 τοις κόσμοις κα]ί τα [ ι πόλει ] 

Α Ι άπεστή[λατε πο-ft' άμέ? Χά]- HERZOG || 2 [-θεωρούς οϊτινες τάν τε θυ]- HERZOG [| 3 -
4 HERZOG, to which we add άμέ || 6 fin. δόμεν Κώιοις α] HERZOG || 7 RLAFFENBACH || 
9 KLAFFRNBACH II 11 τώ[ι έπιφανεστάτωι HERZOG. 
B2 ink., 4 init. HERZOG (but παροικ-) || 8 Ν omitted by the mason || 9 ϋε | [αρούς 
άπεστήλατε? HERZOG || 11 [πανάγυριν τάν γινόμενα]ν KLAFFENBACH || 12 ]πιω cor
rected by the mason from ]πιου (HERZOG) || 16 or ξένια] || 18 [ κα]ί τά[ι πόλει 
χαίρειν? HF:RZOG. 
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Translation 
The kosmoi and city o f the Istronians to the council and people o f the Koans, 
greetings. You sent to us as theoroi Charippos, D i o n , Platon, who proclaimed 
the sacrifice and festival happening for AskJepios and asked us to accept the 
sanctuary o f Asklepios on Kos as inviolable: for good fortune, the city o f the 
Istronians votes to accept as they ask the sacrifice and festival and truce, and 
the sanctuary o f Asklepios is to be inviolable by Istronians and those living in 
Istron; this decree is to be inscribed in the prytaneion in the most visible place; 
to the theoroi are to be given for sacrifice ten staters (?). 

The kosmoi and city o f the Phaistians to the magistrates and city o f the 
Koans, greetings. Since the Koans, having sent theoroi, ask us to accept the 
inviolability o f the sanctuary o f Asklepios and the sacrifice and the other things 
which . . . ; . . . that the sanctuary o f Asklepios be inviolable by Phaistians and 
those living in Phaistos: for good fortune, the sanctuary o f Asklepios on Kos 
is to be inviolable by Phaistians and those living i n Phaistos; this decree is to 
be inscribed in the sanctuary o f Pythian Apol lo ; to the theoroi are to be given 
as honorarium ten staters. 

The kosmoi and people o f the Hierapytnians have voted: inasmuch as the 
Koans, who are friends to the people o f the Hierapytnians, have sent to us as 
theoroi Charippos, D i o n , Platon, who proclaim the sacrifice and festival and 
truce for Asklepios and ask that their sanctuary o f Asklepios be inviolable: for 
good fortune, the Hierapytnians vote to accept the sacrifice, and the sanctuary 
o f Asklepios is to be inviolable as they ask; the decree is to be inscribed in 
the sanctuary o f Asklepios; to the theoroi are to be given for sacrifice ten 
staters (?). 

Commentary 
These three theoroi are not again found in the asylia archive, and without pa
tronymics we have litde hope o f identifying them wi th known Koans; Charip
pos, however, occurs only here. 

A l —12, decree o f Is tron on the bay o f Mirabello. Our only other decree o f 
Istron is the asylia grant to Teos forty years later, I . Cret. I , X I V 1 (Asylia 148), 
which by contrast was to be inscribed in the sanctuary o f Athena Polias. Here 
as at Hierapytna, the choice reflects the honorand. 

9: Here and in B l and 3, we find ύπό where we expect the familiar άπό, 
inviolable «by» rather than «from» Istronians and dwellers there (cf. Asylia 
p. 628); but this formula is i n fact not found in other Cretan decrees o f inviola
bility, so that this may be the Cretan version. 

A13—B6, decree o f Phaistos; unusually, the text continues over to the 
other side o f the stele. N o t much seems to be lost between the front and 
back o f the stone. The city does not i n so many words accept the sacrifice, 
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though we have restored the request (A 15), which is implied also by τα 
λοιπά; but such inconsistencies and silences are common i n the asylia decrees. 
The decree o f Phaistos Asylia no. 55 may be another recognition o f inviol
ability (for Tenos); there too the inscription was to be in the sanctuary o f 
Pythian Apollo. 

14—16: The letter o f Kydonia to Teos is similarly i n the th i rd person, χαίρειν 
επειδή [Τήϊ]οι . . . (Asylia 139). «The other things» as at no. 3.7 below; compare 
the letter o f Ziaelas, Asylia 11.5 ήξίουν το ίερόν . . . άποδέξασθαι ασυλον κα ι τα 
λοιπά φιλανθρωπεΐν; at Magnesia the Seleucid letters 69.6, 70.6 τον αγώνα κα ι 
τάλλα α έψήφισται, Corcyra 94.32 τάν θυσίαν κ α ι τάλλα τα νομιζόμενα, and 
Rhodes 104.11 [τά]ν τ[ε] ·&[υσ]ίαν . . . κα ι τάλλα φιλανθρώπως άποδ[έχ]εται. A p 
parently line 16 has a relative clause, ώγ γ[ or ώγ κ[ , the nu assimilated. 

Β 0 - 1 : Restoration must remain doubtful. A t Asylia 15.7 (Messene for Kos), 
παρεκάλων όπως τό ίερόν τω Άσκλαπιώ τω εγ Κ ώ ι ασυλον ύπάρχηι τά άπό Μεσ-
σανίων κα ι των έμ Μεσσάναι κατο(ι)κε[ύν]των; but here this would make Phais
tos mention the request o f asylia twice. A n alternative is όπως ούν, which how
ever would state the recognition twice. 

Β 7—17, decree o f Hierapytna in southeastern Crete; its decree o f inviolabil
ity for Teos is extant (Asylia 144). 

17: The cult o f Asklepios is not otherwise attested at Hierapytna, where 
public acts normally were inscribed in the sanctuary o f Athena Polias ( I . Cret. 
I l l , I I I 3 .CIO, 4.79); i n the present instance they like the Istronians chose the 
site to honor the Koans' god. 

Β 18: H E R Z O G took this line to be the beginning o f a decree. There is not 
space for the opening o f a letter-decree as he restored; perhaps instead [εδοξεν 
Αξίων τοις κόσμοις κα]ί τά[ ι πάλει (Axian decrees o f inviolability for Teos and 
probably Tenos: Asylia 140, 60). But as M . W Ö R R L E points out, little seems lost 
between A and B, so that there is not much space remaining here for a new 
decree. There may instead have been a brief rider, ό δεινός είπε] y τά [μεν άλλα 
(κτλ.). 

3 T w o unidentified cities 
Four fragments, inv. a M 88 = AS 65; b M 86a = AS 67; c M 86b = AS 66; d M 
86c = S 6. Found in the Asklepieion, a b c by H E R Z O G , d by S C H A Z M A N N in 
1922. H E R Z O G joined a b c, K L A F F E N B A C H added d. N o description; letters 
0,01 m. high; interspace c. 0,005. Lines 21 and fol lowing have been published, 
as a decree o f Iasos, H E R Z O G — K L A F F E N B A C H , Asylieurkunden no. 15 ( I . Iasos 
2 1 ; Asylia 35). Lines 10 through 25 are wri t ten in rasura, and these lines are 
rather more crowded than 1—9. 
Mentioned by H E R Z O G , Heilige Gesetze von Kos, A b h . Akad. Berlin 1928, 6, 
34. Squeezes in Berlin, transcriptions o f b— d by H E R Z O G , o f a—d by K L A F 
F E N B A C H . 



Decrees of Inviolability for Kos 339 

a [ άφεστάλκασι άρχι]-
[θέωρον Ίππότην Εύκρίτου] και θεωρού [ς Αίσχρον Θευδότω, Έπικλή] 
[Άγορακρίτου, οϊτινες τ]ήν τε θυσίαν κα[ΐ την πανήγυριν έπήγγειλαν] 
[τοϋ Ασκληπιού και τον] αγώνα μουσικόν κα[ί γυμνικόν καί ήξίουν τήν] 

4 [πόλιν ημών ψηφίσα]σθαι τό ιερόν τοΰ Άσκλ[ηπιοΰ ασυλον ύπάρχειν] 
[άγαθήι τύχηι, δε]δόχθαι τή ι βουλήι κα[ί τώι δήμωι ] 

και της πόλεως κα[ δέχεσθαι - -] 
[ τήν έπαγγε]λίαν κα ι τάλλα κα[Μπερ άξιουσι ΚώιοΓ ύπάρχειν δέ] 

8 [τό ίερόν τού Άσκ]ληπιοΰ τό ν έγ Κ ώ [ ι ασυλον — c 7 — δούναι δέ τοις] 
[θεωροΐς είς άπα]ρχήν τόν ταμί[αν ] . 

τ ά βόλλα καί τ[ώι δάμω ] 
[έπεΐ ό δάμος ό Κώ]ιων φίλος εων κ[αί συγγενής τάς πόλιος τάς ] -

12 [ων εκ παλαιών χρ]όνων άφέστα[λκε θεώροις Αίσχρον Θευδότω, Έπί]-
[κλη Άγορακρίτω κ] αϊ άρχιθέωρον Ί[ππότην Εύκρίτου, οι έπαγγέλλοι]-
[σι θυσίαν τε καί άγων] α τώ Άσκλαπ[ίω καί άξίοισι τάν πόλιν αμων τό] 
[ίρον τώ Άσκλαπίω ά]συλον νομίζ[ην ] 

16 [ δέ]χεσθα[ι ] καί ται[ ] c 
[ καθάπερ άξί]οισι οι [θεωροί ] Ι Ε Ι ..ξ[/—2 τ]οίς θεώρο[ις ] b 

ΟΕΩΣΤΑ [ε]ίς ϊερα τώ Άσ[κλαπίω -] 
αΰτοις κ[αί] κάλλυσιν κ- - 7- - δε- - d 

20 [ τό ]δέ ψάφισμα καί τάν έκ[εχειρ]ίαν ε- -
| Α Σ Ο Υ vacat 

(the decree Asylia 35.2—11 follows) 

4 ψηφίσα]σθαι HERZOG || 7—8 HERZOG, but είναι δέ] j | 9 είς άπα]ρχήν HER
ZOG Il 10 τήι βουλήι καί can be read in the erasure || 11 ink., 12, 13 HERZOG || 17 
άξί]οισι οι [Κώιοι HERZOG || 18 - - κα]ί εΐ[ς] ξέ[νια τ]οίς ·9εώρο[ις HERZC^G || 21 έξ] 
Ίασού HERZOG; vacat?] Ίασοϋ KLAFFENBACH. 

Commentary 
Lines 1-9: Civic decree in Koine. 

3: Otherwise only the two decrees o f Sicilian cities (Asylia 48, 49) and an 
unpublished small fragment (inv. S 9) specify the categories o f the Asklepieia. 

7: «Accept the proclamation» as at-Asylia 12.22, 23.10, 26.11, 27.9 (καθάπερ 
έπαγγέλλουσιν οι θεωρ[οί]), 48.18, 49.18. For «the other things» see on 2 A 16 
above. 

10: Enough o f the erased text can be discerned — τή ι βουλήι καί τ[ώι δήμωι 
— to reveal that i t was a decree in Koine, evidently longer than the preserved 
Aeolic one. Perhaps the erased decree had been mistakenly included among 
those brought back by these theoroi. 

Lines l O f f : Civic decree in Aeolic. The identity o f the Koan theoroi w i t h 
those o f no. 4 below is based upon the name o f their leader beginning i n iota 
(line 13), and upon their being named in the decree that follows below line 20 
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here: for the decrees were usually arranged in terms o f the théorie missions 
that obtained them (Asylia 46.1). For this reason they can be restored w i t h fair 
probability at lines 2—3. These men went also to Kios (Asylia 32), so their 
mission took them nor th up the Anatolian coast f rom Kos. 

11: Cf. the decree o f Tenedos for Chalkedon, Asylia 64.2: επειδή 
Κα[λχαδόνιοι φίλ]οι εοντες κ[αί] οικείοι και σύμμαχοι εκ παλαιών χρόνων τ[άς 
πόλιος τάς Τ] ενεδίων. 

19: The care o f the theoroi seems to include lodging, κατάλυσις. A n exam
ple is I G V 2, 357 A 21 for foreign judges, κατάλυσιν δε γίγν[εσθαι πορευομέ-
νοις] εν τας πόλις καθ ' [όδ]όν τοις δικα[στ]α[ΐς]. 

20—21: This might be in the sense o f (κατα)χωράξαι δέ και τό]δε ψάφισμα 
και τάν έκ[εχειρ]ίαν ε[ίς τοις νόμοις as i n Asylia 48.6, 49.3, 88.47. This decree 
certainly runs over to the 21st line, so that there is a problem in the interpreta
t ion o f what follows. H E R Z O G and K L A F F K N B A C H took line 21 as a heading, 
Ίασοΰ, author o f the following decree. But the letters are too far to the right; 
the singular toponym, rather than an ethnic, would be the only such heading in 
the Koan archive; and line 11 suggests that this stele, like no. 2 above and 
several others i n the archive, did not use headings. The letters may be part o f 
the location where the decree is to be inscribed. I n any case, we now have no 
basis for attributing the th i rd (Asylia 35). 

4 Unidentified city 
Four fragments: three [a, b, d) found by H E R Z O G i n the Asklepieion; the upper 
right (ή, already published, he could not f ind. Inv. a M 85a = AS 60, preserved 
at left, moulding above; b M 85b = AS 64; d M 83 = Ε 93. Letter height 
0,01 m. , interspace 0,006. I n the Berlin notebooks, a—c transcribed and restored 
by H E R Z O G , a—dby K L A F F E N B A C H . 

c: W R . P A T O N - E . L . H I C K S , I . Cos 20; a, b, d unpublished, lines 9—12 
quoted at H E R Z O G — K L A F F E N B A C H , Asylieurkunden, p. 26; RIGSBY'S version at 
Asylia no. 36, attempting to incorporate the quoted words w i th P A T O N -
H I C K S 20, should be ignored. 

vacat 0,02 b 
α εδοξε τή ι βουλ[ήι κα]ΐ τώι δήμω[ι, c 17 ] Έπαμείνονος c 

είπεν έπεί Κώιο ι [φίλοι ο]ντες εκ παλα[ιών χρόνω]ν θεωρούς άπ(ο)στε[ί]-
λαντες προς ή[μάς Αίσ]χρον Θευδότου, Έπ[ικλή Άγ]ορ[α]κρίτου και άρ[χι]-

4 θέωρον Ίππότ[ην Εύκρίτ]ου έπαγγέλλουσι τήν τ[ε θυσ]ίαγ και τόν ά[γώ]-
να, ον συντ[ελούσι τώι Ά]σκληπιώι δια πεντ[αετη]ρίδος, και ά[ξιοΰ]-
σ ι ψηφίσα[σθαι τό ίερό]ν τοΰ Άσκληπιο[ΰ τό παρ' αύτο]ΐς ασυλον καθ[ά]-
περ κ[ατέθεσαν τους ορούς Κώ]ιο ι , τύχηι ά[γαθήι, δεδόχθαι τώ]ι δήμωι δέ-

8 χε[σθαι τήν θυσίαν επί ύγιείαι και σωτηρίαι των πόλε]ων ά[μφοτέρων,] d 
[ύπάρχειν δέ και ασυλον τό ιερόν του] Άσ[κ]ληπιοΰ' τόν δέ παραβαί-
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[νοντα τη] ς ασυλίας των εκ . . σαι Ι 
ω ν ενοχον είναι το . . . οις έπ 

12 [ εις (?) τ]ό θείον άσεβοϋσι- δπ[ως δέ ] 
ν, άναγράψαι τόδε τ[ό ψήφισμα] 

[έν στήληι λιθίνηι και στήσαι εις τό ίερ]όν του Άσκ[λη]πιοϋ 
τα ψηφίσμ[ατα ] 

16 ναιτο 

1-7 rest. HERZOG as modified by KLAFFENBACH || 2 fin. ΑΠΕΣΤΕ lapis || 7 
κ[αθιέρωσαν αυτό Κώ]ιοι HERZOG || 10 [νοντα τους δρους τή]ς HERZOG, too short 
(KLAFFENBACH) || 11 όρμωμέν]ων HERZOG || 11 fin. τ[οΐς νόμοις τ]οΐς έπ- HERZOG; 
το[ΐς Κώι]οις? KLAFFENBACH |j 12, 13 HERZOG || 15 or κα]τα. 

Translation 
The council and people have voted . . . son o f Epameinon proposed: since the 
Koans, who are friends from ancient times, having sent to us as theoroi Ais-
chros son o f Theudotos, Epikles son o f Agorakritos, and chief-theoros Hippotes 
son o f Eukritos, proclaim the sacrifice and contest which they are celebrating for 
Asklepios each quadrennium, and ask that their sanctuary o f Asklepios be de
creed inviolable as the Koans have established its boundaries: for good fortune, 
the people vote to accept the sacrifice, for the health and well-being o f bo th 
cities, and the sanctuary o f Asklepios is to be inviolable; whoever violates . . . those 
who commit sacrilege against the divine. So that . . ., this decree is to be i n 
scribed on a stone stele and placed in the sanctuary o f Asklepios . . . 

Commentary 
These remains do not offer enough to identify the city in question. The same 
theoroi went also to Kios and almost certainly to the Aeolian city o f no. 3. 
Some city i n Bithynia such as Kyzikos or Prusa may be the author. 

7: Cf. the royal letter for Kos, Asylia 10.10: ασυλον ήγεΐσθαι τό ιερόν ώς τους 
ορούς τεθείκατε. 

8: Such good wishes for the sacrifice are common in the recognitions o f 
inviolability: Asylia 28.5, 29.5, 102.35, 103.25, 104.25, 111.66, 112.30, 125.a.23, 
128.8, 130.16, 131.15. 

9 - 1 2 : Penalty clauses are rare i n the asylia decrees; another occurs i n the 
decree o f Kios (Asylia 32), obtained by these same theoroi, who likely used 
the same decree and speech o f request at all their cities. I n 10 H E R Z O G 
thought o f violation o f boundaries; he restored the same in Heilige Gesetze 
von Kos no. 13, [ ai δέ τίς κα παραβαίνηι τός ορός τάς ασυλίας, ένοχος 
έστω τάι] τε δίκαι [και τάι έπαράι ώς ιερόσυλος; on which see Asylia p. 112 
n. 19. More likely in our view would be a sentiment on the order o f παρα
βαίνοντα τα έψηφισμένα υπό τοϋ δήμου περί τή]ς ασυλίας. But what follows is 
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baffling. A t 10 end H E R Z O G envisaged a place name to go w i t h his όρμω-
μέν]ων in 11. 

12—13: E.g., so that the decision may be manifest or may endure εις τον 
άπαντα χρόνο] v. Few decrees for the inviolability o f the Asklepieion provided 
for inscribing; evidendy the Koan ambassadors did not normally request i t i n 
their speech. 

14—15: This may be payment for the inscription; one thinks o f the formula 
at Athens εκ των εις τα κατά ψηφίσματα άναλισκομένων τώι δήμωι, and at 
Tenos ( I G X I I 5, 802, partly restored); or at Miletos έκ των είς τα κατά ψηφίσ
ματα έξηιρημένων (Milet Ι 3, 146Α; I . Didyma 480.25). 

5 Kerkyra (?), Leukas 
I n the depository o f the Castro. Fragment o f white marble, complete at left and 
bo t tom and back, height 0,18 m. , w id th 0,14, thickness 0,095. Letters 0,007, 
interspace 0,007; back uninscribed. Collation, squeezes. The text w i l l be I G I X 
l 2 , 1474. 

E I / 
ωρος 

Λ ε υ [ κ α δ ί ω ν έ χ ο ν ε π ί σ α μ ο ν ( ? ) ] 
βασιλεύοντος Άλ[εξάνδρου, έτους , μηνός ε 

5 κται εφ' ίκάδΐ' άγαθαι [τύχαι 
μεν Πεισανδρο[ ταν 
έκεχειρίαν του [Άσκλαπιοΰ 
ων τάν τε έκεχ[ειρίαν και , καθάπερ και ό βασι 
λεύς Άλέξανδ[ρος προαιρείται 

10 ένέστιον και έ[νεκέχειρον? 
vacat 

The stone contains the end o f one decree and the beginning o f a decree o f 
Leukas. This fragment is the lower part o f the stele from the Asldepieion pub
lished as H E R Z O G — K L A F F R N B A C H nos. 6 and 10 (Asylia nos. 2 5 - 2 7 and 45), 
which contains decrees o f three Macedonian cities and Kerkyra. This associa
tion is reasonably certain: Line 3 begins fully to the left, implying that more 
than the ethnic was recorded here: therefore a description o f the civic seal on 
the papyrus, as for the decrees o f Naples (Asylia no. 46.2), Elea (47.1) and 
Kerkyra (45.1). The stele w i th the decrees o f Naples and Elea begins w i th a 

This evidently was a preference of the theoroi Epidaurios, Philophron and Simias 
who visited Naples and Elea. KLAFFENBACH (HF.RZOG - KLAFFENBACH p. 29) thought it 
a likely assumption that these men went to Kerkyra as well. 
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sort o f heading: ψαφίσματα α έκόμισαν θεωροί . . . But that stele is opistho-
graphic, unlike the new fragment, which therefore cannot belong to i t : this frag
ment therefore should be seen as the lost bo t tom o f the un-opisthographic stele 
that contains the decrees o f Macedonian cities and Kerkyra. Comparison o f the 
squeezes o f these decrees and the new fragment shows lettering o f the same 
shape and size. Also, a marginal note o f H E R Z O G on these decrees reveals that 
he already knew o f this fragment; but no copy o f i t has been found among his 
notes. 

I t is likely therefore that we have here the end o f the decree o f Kerkyra 
whose beginning is preserved at the bo t tom o f the published fragment. The 
Macedonian decrees on this stone have a line-length o f about 60 letters; the 
texts on our new piece should be consistent w i t h this length. 

As i t happens, this stele contains the only date in the Koan archive: Koan 
theoroi were at Amphipolis i n Gorpiaios o f the 41 st year o f Antigonos Gona-
tas, roughly August o f 242 (Asylia no. 26.2). Simply geography guarantees that 
Kerkyra and Leukas were visited by one team o f theoroi; their names are lost 
on bo th fragments, but they probably were not the same men w h o m we see 
making the voyage f rom Messene to Macedonia. However, there is no reason 
to separate o f f these two decrees as earlier or later than the others on the 
stele; and R I G S B Y argued (Asylia pp. 107-109) that all the recognitions i n the 
archive are o f the same date, spring to autumn o f 242 B.C. 

The decree o f Leukas therefore shows Alexander I I o f Epiros rul ing the 
island in 242 B.C. The chronology o f this reign has presented serious difficul
ties. He became king in 272 on the death o f his father Pyrrhos; Alexander's 
death has been placed as early as c. 260 (J. G. D R O Y S E N ) , or 255 (K.J. B E L O C H ) , 
or c. 240 (G. C O R R A D I , M . H O L L E A U X et a l ) . The crux is a passage o f Justin 28, 
1, 1—4): after Alexander's death his w idow Olympias ruled; because the A i t o -
lians wanted to deprive her o f the part o f Akarnania that Alexander had w o n 
in war, she sought support f rom king Demetrius o f Macedonia, who repu
diated his Seleucid wife and sent her back to her brother king Antiochus o f 
Syria, marrying instead a daughter o f Alexander. This has been viewed as an 
impossibility: Antiochus I I died in 246 and Demetrius I I became king i n 239. 
Most scholars have followed C O R R A D I i n preferring a date c. 240 for the death 
o f Alexander and rejecting the reference to Antiochus as an error. C A B A N E S , 
however, citing a testimony that Demetrius -was in some sense a co-ruler be
fore the death o f his father Antigonus Gonatas i n 239, offered a number o f 

4 These are most fully discussed by P. CABANES, L'Epire de la mort de Pyrrhos à la 
conquête romaine, 1976, 39—74, where earlier literature is surveyed. 

3 The inscription is to be read now in M. B. HATZOPOULOS, Macedonian Institutions 
under the Kings I I , 1996, 108 no. 93 or L. GOUNAROPOULOU - M . B. HATZOPOULOS, 
Επιγραφές κάτω Μακεδονίας Ι . Επιγραφές Βέροιας, 1998, no. 45 (SEG 12, 314; Mo-
RF.TTi, ISE 109; etc.), a private monument dated by the 27th year o f king Demetrius: 
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arguments for dating Alexander's death between 252—250 (when according to 
CABANRS he gained western Akarnania) and 246 (when Antiochus died).6 

H A M M O N D has writ ten, «there is no independent evidence for the date o f the 
death o f Alexander o f Epirus» (313). The new fragment changes this. The 
decree o f Leukas establishes that Alexander was still king in 242, supporting 
those who have rejected Justin's reference to Antiochus. 

A t some date i n his reign, Alexander and the Aitolians partitioned Akarnania 
between them, dissolving the Akarnanian League, w i t h the Aitolians taldng the 
east and Alexander the west.7 A n d we have a separate testimony to his forcible 
conquest o f Leukas (Frontin. Strat. 3, 4, 5). Perhaps that conquest preceded and 
helped prepare the way for the division o f Akarnania; but how much time, i f 
any, separated the one success f rom the other is beyond guessing. Alexander's 
rule over Leukas is visibly the situation in our decree o f 242. The date o f the 
partitioning is controversial; the dominant approach has been to find some mo
ment o f «weakness» in Macedonia, o f which Epiros and Aitol ia could take ad
vantage. This rather atmospheric criterion has led to suggestions ranging from 
the 260's to 243: during the Chremonidean War ( H . S W O B O D A , B E L O C H ) , rebel
l ion at K o r i n t h after 253 ( K L A F F E N B A C H , CABANES) or i n 249 (G. N . CROSS), or 
its loss to Aratus in 243 ( W A L B A N K ) . A l l o f these are consistent w i th the new 
decree, which thus does not contribute to a solution: i t merely shows that 
western Akarnania, or at least Leukas, was under Alexander's control by 242. 

1—2: This might be [-- καλέσαι δε και τός θε]ωρός [επί ξένια, vel sim., or 
[ οϊδε έπήγγειλαν (?άρχι)θέ]ωρος . 

4: The Koan theoroi were at Kerkyra in the month Panamos (Asylia 
no. 45.2, μείς Πάναμος),8 so perhaps this mon th name should be restored here 
for Leukas as well. But nothing is on record for us concerning the calendar o f 
Leukas. I t is noteworthy that the Akarnanian League's decree o f inviolability 
for Magnesia i n 208 B.C. was passed in Panamos, and on the same day o f 
the month as this decree o f Leukas (Asylia 81.7, μηνός Πα[νάμου εκτ]αι έπ' 
είκάδι). 

Demetrius I I (ob. 229); R. M. ERRINGTON, Ancient Macedonia I I , 1977, 115-122 
(cf. SEG 27, 260): Demetrios Poliorketes. 

6 Against this see now Ο. DANY, Akarnanien im Hellenismus, 1999, 100-104. Other 
scholars who have maintained the date of c. 240: e.g., Ε W. WALBANK, CAH 2 V I I , 1984, 
446; N. G. L. HAMMOND, History of Macedonia I I I , 1988, 312-313. L. -M. GÜNTHER, 
Der neue Pauly I , 1996, Alexandras 10, 475—476, follows CABANRS. R. M. ERRINGTON, 
History of Macedonia,, 1990, 174, has Alexander die c. 239 but Stratonike sent back to 
Syria before 246, thus saving a chronology by contradicting the story. 

7 The crucial passage is Polyb. 2, 45, 1 ; all the testimonia are gathered by 
H . H . S C H M I T T , Staatsverträge I I I no. 485; for literature see T.CORSTEN, Vom Stamm 
zum Bund, 1999, 87, 142, and DANY, 71, 87. 

At the mother-city Korinth this was probably a month of late spring; see TRÜMPY' 
(n. 2) 159-163. 
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5—6: The first letters o f 6 point most naturally to restoring a pair o f magis
trates: e.g. a civic πρυτανεύοντος] or royal έπιστάτου] μέν Πεισάνδρο[υ, followed 
by another official. We know from Frontinus that Alexander took Leukas by 
force, not by treaty; perhaps therefore a royal governor such as an epistates is 
more likely, contrasted then w i t h a civic magistrate. Compare the decree o f 
Ant igonid Amphipolis , whose beginning pairs an epistates and a priest (Asylia 
no. 26 .2-3 , έπιστάτου Ξενίου του Όργέως, εφ' ιερέως Λυσιμάχου). Bu t i f we 
restore two magistrates here, there is little space remaining for the substance o f 
the decree, which must move very quickly from the proclamation o f the truce 
mentioned in 7 to its acceptance in 8. A n alternative for the beginning o f 6 
would be that this is the end o f a Dor ic infinitive, w i t h Peisandros as its Koan 
object or Leukadian subject. 

7: The phrase «truce o f Asklepios» occurs once in the archive, i n the decree 
o f Sparta (Asylia 14.3, τάν έκεχηρίαν τάν τώ Αίγλαπιώ); i t is an abbreviation o f 
the proper «truce o f the contest o f Asklepios». 

8—9: Restored from the decrees o f Amphipolis and Philippi, which invoke in 
these words the desire o f Antigonus Gonatas (Asylia 26.14, 27.14). 

9 end: e.g. δόμεν δέ και τοις θεωροΐς] or the like. 
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