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VJy dear 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

• Burdick: 

Since receipt of your letter 

JAN 2 4 1 2 

ush, tevenson, and Blackdog, o the 
whom you directed a letter on the same 
members oft e Commissioner o In ian 
conference too ( lace on January 17. 

of Januar r 14, ,·essrs. ur , 
ort Berthold eserv tion, to 

.ate, have conferred with 
�fairs' taf. This 

It is believed that, as a esult of that meetin, the 
delegates understand ho r y proceed under the tribal constitu
tion an b l ws to obtain an expression of the wishes o the members 
of the hree ffiliated Tribes o" the 7ort erthold �eservation. 
The constit tion, in other m_ds, provides nachinery by which a 

eferendum may be held on actions taken o proposed by the tx-ibal 
governing body. These mem ers had not un eistoo that they had such 

ecourse d I believe they are satisfi,d to avail themselves of this 
procedure. 

not that in your letter to the dele ates you _· n • c ate 
that possi ly the ecretary of t_rie Interior will lo 1 _ eason=ble 
compens tion to such atto- ey s t_ e mie; t choose. s you h Ye 
indicated, the Three '"'fili te rlbes have e I ployed • attorne - as 
General Counsel, and under his contract this attorney is requi· ed to 

ep e3ent the tr· e in all atters, e�cept ·terns ertainin� to claims 
arising un er the Indian 'la· ms ,...o •• ss • on ct. Indi i ual embe s of 
the tribe y engage an attorney, o n course, privately. 
could not be used to r sue_ p iva e attorney without the consent 
o

.l> tl e tribe. his - epa tment has no funds to compen ate attorneys 
hlr Jd t�·r individual 

unc,erstand t at two attorne s, Glau e • :wson an 
. T. us a, accom anied the delegates to the or, • ssioner' s of_ice. 

The q estion of ente ing into contract _ elations wL th atto eys by the 
indivi ual ndians was not submitted fo discussion. 

Sincerely ou�--s, 

s 
� 

ecret.ary of the 

Hon. Usher L. Burdick 

o se o· epresentatives 
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