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North Dekota RELEAST MAY O
UNDZR THE DOME
By Leslle D, Polk

WASHINGTON~—~Fort Berthold reservation Indians got favorable
action on one bill, promises of nore than they'd expected on zanother,
and ran into difficulties on a third bill during hearings rccently
before the House Interior Committece, The tribal council was ropreo-
sented by Martin Cr'oss1 New Town, its choirman, William J. Decanc of
Zmnett and the council's attorncy, 0. R. Schulte of Stanley,

Herc!s what was acconplished:

I. A bill to providec that $3,942,448 of the Indians' moncy
held in trust for them by the governmeont be given thca on a por cap-
ita basis was foavorably rcported. This is nmoney paid them for land
the governnent bought for Garrison rcscrvoir. Another {218,354 of
accuriulatced intcerest will be ugsed for tri¥®al government, Previously,
the Indians rcceived a total of $9,911,249 in per capita paynents of
up to $1,000 and in direct paynmonts fron the governnoent for the land,

2¢ 4 bill to authorize ncnbers of the Berthold tribes to ace—
qulrce trust intcrcstes in tribal 1nnds in thce rcescrvatjon was anrcnded
tentatively to give thon dircet title to tho 1~nnd they buy--nore than
they hrnd asked., Undcr the plan, the council would buy land owneod by
nonercsidents and sell it to tribc neabers to incrcasc individual
holdings. The comnittce nust votc on tho ~mcndrient. The bill orig-
inally providcd that the Sccretary of Interior would hold title to
the 1land in trust for the Indian owncr,

3¢ 4 billl to give Indians grohzing, fishing ~nd hunting rights
on land between the Garrison watcr lince and the boundary of land toke
on by the governnent was declnyed, Heorings will resume May 17.

The last bild is desizned to give the Indians the right to
grazc their livestock closc to water on land purcansed by the U. Se
for Gnrrison rcscrvoir, but not now covcrcd by wntcr., While Garrison
Don was being built, the Indi~ns hod perniscion of the Arny Englinecers
to use the land for grazing. In 1954, howver, the Arny bognn to loasg
the land, Undcr the contracts, 67,000 ocres werc lcased of the total
Arny purchase of 152,000 acrcs of Indian land for the rescrvoir. The
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In tcstinony, Lowson Knott of thc Renl Istate division of the
Departnent of the Arny, s2ld that -t onc tine the Arny "considerod
leasing the entire arcn to the tribe.," M"Howecver," hc sa2id, "they did
not soen to he preparcd to take over the.rcsponsibility.”

Elghty-cight pcrcont of thce 1land is now lcascd@ to Indlans or
Indian pcrnittees. Under questioning, Mr, Knott conceded 12% 1s leas~
¢d to whitce persons and some of the Indian pernittees nay 2lso beo
white although he could glve no figuroecs.

Bohind the leglslntion, of course, 1s thc Indians necd to got
thelr livestock to watcr, If tho bill 1s passcd, thoy would be per-
nitted to do so without lcases, Under the prcescnt arr~ngeoncont, & pos—
81bility of strife is present becnusc whitce ronchcra holding o lease
would have to crossc Indion 1nnd to get their stock to tho leased area,
Fenccs orc not feaslble in this Missouri botton land and stock of the
Indinans and whitcs con get mixed up, another cruse for strifo,

The Inllans h~d not cxpeccted these difficultics, '"Wo did
not anticipnte ~ny thought of lensing back the 1land," Cross told the
connittee, Doane snid he had nsked Arny rcprescntotives in the orig-
innl ncgotintions i1f "whey they take the land, c~n I take ny horso to
watcr at the river?" Ho tcstified they told hin, "Yes, it's yours,
It 11 be thc snnec ™. ;

Rop. Otto Krueger, who was ~t all the henrinzs, sent o necs-~
sago to the tribes this week, He told them, in regard to the bill
for distributing tribnal funds, ™I hope that you will usa your nonoy
well,”" In his n~dvice, he urged then to nake provisions "for the odu~
catlon of thoe younger zcnbers gf*ygur tribes,

CAPITOL CALLERS: Mr, and Mrs, M. .. Morrison, Bownan; L, 4,
Jorgonson and G. E. Schnitt, Williston; Douglas C. Fink, Jancatown
R, Be Hendrickson, Valley City; Mr. and Mrs, T. Vic DcForest, Mr,
~nd” Mrs, Jon F. dlsop, Mr. and Mrs, Ralph M, Ivers, Mrs, H., W. Lude-
vick, Mfs., Willion F, Groves, Fargo.
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