
Poverty matters, but teachers can matter more! 

  What Matters Most? 
Leveraging the power of the science of learning                                                            

to remove barriers in support of school and life success. 

What is poverty? 
Poverty is the absence of ANY resource that can prevent one from being one’s best 
and most successful self.  Absent resources may be financial, cognitive, physical, 
social, emotional, or spiritual.   
 

The science of learning matters. 
Newest research in the field of cognitive neuroscience provides great hope for 
educators.  We now know that brains are built, not born, and they are changing 
every second of every day.  The best news?  Changes are determined by one’s 
experiences and environment, areas in which we have much control.   
 

Educators matter.   
Schools and teachers ARE the environment during the majority of our learners’ days, 
August through June.  Every day our words and actions stimulate electrical firestorms 
in our students’ brains that lead to new neural networks.  When we know what to do 
and how to do it, we can literally change students’ brains in big and powerful ways.  
We truly are the architects of our students’ brains and must make take full advantage 
of this opportunity in order to raise and level the bar for every student.   
 

Key practices matter.   
Specific key practices matter.  When educators understand which practices matter 

most and why they matter in terms of brain change, we are more likely to implement 

them consistently and authentically, even under challenging circumstances.   
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