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Book Description

Global Urbanism is an experimental examination of how urban scholars and activists make sense of, and act upon, the
foundational relationship between the ‘global’ and the ‘urban’.

What does it mean to say that we live in a global-urban moment, and what are its implications? Refusing all-encom-
passing answers, the book grounds this question, exploring the plurality of understandings, definitions, and ways of re-
searching global urbanism through the lenses of varied contributors from different parts of the world. The contribut-
ors explore what global urbanism means to them, in their context, from the ground and the struggles upon which they
are working and living. The book argues for an incremental, fragile and in-the-making emancipatory urban think-

ing. The contributions provide the resources to help make sense of what global urbanism is in its varieties, what's at
stake in it, how to research it, and what needs to change for more progressive urban futures. It provides a heterodox
set of approaches and theorisations to probe and provoke rather than aiming to draw a line under a complex, chan-
ging and profoundly contested set of global-urban processes.

Global Urbanism is primarily intended for scholars and graduate students in geography, sociology, planning, anthropo-
logy and the field of urban studies, for whom it will provide an invaluable and up-to-date guide to current thinking
across the range of disciplines and practices which converge in the study of urbanism.
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Reviews

"Part comprehensive kaleidoscope, part exhaustive catalogue, part praxis-based provocation, this collection of
present-day urban thought is a powerful wellspring producing generative modes of explanation of what urban life en-
tails in the 21st century. Global Urbanism will serve as a guidepost for how we reflect about and act upon urbanization
for the foreseeable future."

Professor Roger Keil, York University, Canada



