POLITECNICO DI TORINO
Repository ISTITUZIONALE

Assessing Cultural Values of Landscapes: From Knowledge to Action for Historic Rural Landscapes in
Turkey

Original
Assessing Cultural Values of Landscapes: From Knowledge to Action for Historic Rural Landscapes in Turkey / Asrav,
EMINE CIGDEM. - (2020 Sep 08), pp. 1-400.

Availability:
This version is available at: 11583/2846176 since: 2020-09-21T09:14:19Z

Publisher:
Politecnico di Torino

Published
DOI:

Terms of use:
Altro tipo di accesso

This article is made available under terms and conditions as specified in the corresponding bibliographic description in
the repository

Publisher copyright

(Article begins on next page)

16 July 2022



ScuDo

Scuola di Dottorato - Doctoral School
IWHAT YOU ARE, TAKES YOU FAR

Doctoral Dissertation
Doctoral Program in Architectural and Landscape Heritage (32" Cycle)

Assessing Cultural
Values of Landscapes:
From Knowledge to Action for
Historic Rural Landscapes in Turkey

Emine Cigdem Asrav

k %k ok sk ok ok

Supervisors
Assoc. Prof. Mauro Volpiano
Assoc. Prof. Claudia Cassatella

Doctoral Examination Committee:

Prof. Benedetta Castiglioni, Universita degli studi di Padova 'l Bo'
Prof. Enrico Lusso, Universita degli Studi Di Torino

Prof. A. Giiliz Bilgin Altinéz, Middle East Technical University
Prof. Federica Larcher, Universita degli Studi Di Torino

Prof. Andrea Longhi, Politecnico di Torino

Politecnico di Torino
September, 2020






Abstract

Landscape comprises wide range of components and network of relations among them. Nature
and culture are the main components among which tangible and intangible relations are
constructed in time. While each component gives a prominent feature to landscape, it is the system
of relations in multiple scale and landscape processes that give the landscape its character. For this
reason, the importance of widened and broader notions is focused within the content of this thesis
study. Thus, comprehensive approaches are proposed in order to identify, assess and provide
conservation strategies and actions.

Historic rural landscapes are taken as case study since they are strong representatives for
having network of relations among social, cultural, historical, economic, ecological and political
aspects. They have the traces of past and comprise the inherited knowledge of how previous
societies shaped their landscape through generations. However, historic rural landscapes encounter
severe forces today in Turkey and around the world. They lead to change in economic and
ecological life, and also in socio-cultural lifecycle and environment itself preventing the ongoing
transfer of landscape knowledge among generations.

In this regard, thesis aims to identify, analyze, evaluate and conserve landscape characteristics
in general and try to specify them for historic rural landscapes by using the landscape approach.
For this, multilayered research is conducted covering conceptual, theoretical, methodological,
historical and onsite investigations on historical-cultural territorial systems and socio-cultural,
historic, economic, ecological, political and land use characteristics of the selected historic rural
landscapes.

A method is proposed to identify and assess rural areas comprehensively. In this method,
firstly, heritage values in wider context are defined. For this, natural, historical, physical,
economic, socio-cultural, subjective and perceptive aspects are analyzed. In addition to that, value
judgements by local inhabitants and diverse stakeholders through interviews and future visions of
local, national and international bodies through designations, conservation, protection and
planning decisions are assessed. Considering landscape as a process, past, current and future
dynamics are determined. As a result, the character of historic rural landscape is defined. After
that, evaluations and assessments are done. By doing so, different and diverse rural relations
changing in diverse historical, geographical, natural, social and cultural contexts are observed and
different heritage aspects are determined. Departing from this, site-specific procedures for the



identification, assessment, conservation, management and planning are proposed. In the end,
landscape strategies and actions are developed for the conservation and empowerment for the
selected cases.
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