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OE.l ..Pl' .l~H I 

'l'i.tG purpose o~ thi s t hesis is to determine and interpret the spe­

c:H'ie and impliec1 bapt in.raal references u1th i n First Peter. This purpoae 

o l so iuoludes ~ preoentation ot th~ vi~WJ;o1nte of acholars vho designate 

l!'i rat Petor l :J - 4111 as a baptismal hO&ilily. 

'l'ho ooro_p!lzsa ·t i1rely r ecent studies on .First Peter as n baptismal 

harui l y , note.';) l y those by lP. \,' . Beare , H. U1ndisoh , and H. l?reiskor , 

partially p r c mp',;ecl rr.y a c c e.pt a!l.¢0 ot t h is top ic as a Bachelor o 'f DS.vinlty 

i hesio . 'rhe r~liz~t!on t hat Fi rst Peter oontains rzJllny preot~cal. lDaighta 

into tho impor"i:on t doctrine ot Holy Baptism also s e rYed a3 a stiDllation 

Tho specific liw.ita tiona of t he theeia ere those p~ssages which 

refer t o or iawl y Eol y ~pti sm within tho baptismal homily, l:3• 4 111. 

It doec not 1ntond to pr esent n thorough treatment on the doatri.ue ot 

Hol y Baptism , but only to o.nolyze Elild present t hose aspects of baptism 

found 1n J'i rst J.'eter . .,,\ trf:latm.ent of the covenant termillol.og in Firat 

.Pote r se0010 ... 1 neces sary to c~plete an apprecia tion of the signif1oanoe 

of bapt i sr:. as t he means by which n::an enters the new oovenant established 

t hro-..igh. Christ • a blood. 

This t hesis assumes two thill&s a first , that t he enti re First Epistle 

of Peter waa written by St • .Peter himselt' J second, that the I:;pistle was 

written in the fall of 6J A. D. 

In orcani~ns t he thesis , the first oouideratlon was an e.JMU78i• ot 

li'irst .Petor a s a bapt ismal homil.7, Here the imponaDt taots are preaeAted 
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whioh substantiate this view. The third ab apter is dnoted to the 

ooveno.nt terminology ot the bapt.ismal sermon as the framework tor the 

whole sermon• sho•.i1ng that through be.pt lam man enters into a OOTeDaDt 

rela tionship with Cod. In the fourth chapter the specitio references 

to baptism are discussed. ino.luding the Old Testament refiections w~th­

in t he r3f erencee . ~he fif'th chapter lists and discusses the implied 

bnp tia'l:.."'l l references t:1hioh a re evident within the homily-. The last 

chapter contains summary conclusions. 

The major souroea used and incorporated into the thesis were 

lexicons• con cordanceo • t heological word books, coamentaries, and the­

olog ies . Grc..r_:ma·tioa l consideratior.s are included whenever necessary. 

The i nterpretation of the baptismal referencea wa ~ made with the help 

of tbese too l 1:; . 



COl\lS'i'RUCTI()?-i OB FDCT PETER 

The general content and structure of F1rat ? eter have led some 

achola1•s t o consider l :J-4ill as a baptistilal hcx1ily. Those who particular­

ly es:ipha oi~e t his interpretation of First Peter are the followings R. 

Perdelwitz ~fls the firat to present this view in hie es say, written in 

1911 , "Di e c-:}ysterienreligion und des Problem dea ersten r etrusbriefe3, ii 

(tlw write r was not able to obtain e copy ot it). :Eerdelwitz•s Tiew was 

supported by c. Strellter i n his ra:aarks on First I>eter in ~ ::)rimitivo 

Churcb. . H. Windi s ao 1n ~ Katholischen Briefe, 1n Handbuch zum Neuen 

Testament , XV, also adopts the interpreta tion. The most elaborate attanpt 

to present Fi rst .Petez- as a bupti&1al seri,iaa was done by H. ?reisker in 

the a ppendox to '."iindisoh's book. F . u. Beare also presents First f eter 

as a bap tiemal sermon in his book , The !?irst Epistle 91_ Feter. F. Cross, 

in l .r eter fl l'aachol LiturgY , seas a baptimna.l setting for the Eplatle. 

First Peter cannot be conoluaivel.y proved to be a baptismal bamily; 

ho~ever , the content of the ~p1stle reads aa a baptismal sermon written 

:for n e::wly converted a nd baptized Ohr1st1azw . ~lith the exception or .Preisker 

thoaa who favor t his interpreta tion of First Pete r diTide it into the bep,­

tismai sermon , lsJ-4:ll, and the appended letter, 4,12-5,14, It the first 

section is considered e spp::izate work, i t s theme is the nuture and sJ.&­

niticanoe ot the Christian lite. Beare describes it as 

an exposition or the signitioanoe ot Baptism as the aeoromc:}nt of 
regeneration, a body ot i.llStructioo and emortation respecting the 
character aDd conduct which should aooompany and tlow from their 
profeaaion ot Christian faith, and from the spiritual experience 
into whiah th~ have entered• 
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Beare furthermore points out, 

A plain statement of the meanlDg of the sacrament end ot the natnre 
of the Chrietinn life. with its ideals, its perils, its joys, and 
ita unta il1De resourcea--this is what the oaaesion requires and it 
is prcaisely this that the ~pietle sets tortt.l 

Selwyn, who aeos otronc buytieroal int'luenoes in First l'eter but not 

as o homily, deooribcs tho a im of the hpistle as a "too.ch ine Bpistle. " 

ifo soys, 

And ·the t each i ng which it g ives must be understood in the widest 
sense. aa embracing not only what is o~mnonly called doctrine but 
a l.so ethics 0 1· principles and canons of conduct governillg the 
practica l life of Christians in t he Church and in the world,2 

A furthor look a t the content or l1J-4ill reveals many references 

and allt.wions to baptism and to a baptismal service. The specific refer­

ences to baptiS!I1 a re l:J,23, where it is spo~en of ae a •rebirth•; 2•24, 

t h r ough baptio1D. we are "dead to sin" ; 3,21 1 baptism is pictured as an 

a11titype or the, Ei'lood and as a "pledge" ot a good conscience to God. 

The Greek text also contains many iillplied references which are oonsidered 

1n Oh.apter V ot thia thesis. Ohaptera lsJ-4111 also contaln mazi.y indioe­

tiona of oriGinal catechetioal 1nstruotions 1 whioh would be mean~ul to 

those \!1ho had jus t received the instruction and were baptized, Ps. J,4. 

quoted in First ?eter 2:3; 3:10-121 is considered po.rt ot the original 

baptismal instruction, The Hpustafel.D in 2,11-3,12 strongly :reflect s11oh 

instruction, There is also eYidenae of an early beptiaal areed iA 

3 :18-22 • vhich describes the second person ot the Trinity. 

According to those who aclYocate First Peter as a baptismal homll1°• the 

last portion ot the ~pistle is e.n appaded letter, Beare considers Peler 

l.Fl'alloia Wright Beare, lbs J'irst; Eplatle 2.t feS•r (Osford, Bull 
Blaokwell, 1947), PP• 52-53• 

2E4vard GordoA Selwyn, DI DPS &11•11 al. =11• i•SK (LoAdoiu 

He.amllla.D & Co,, Ltd, 19.5.5), P• 64. 
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the author of the epistolary letter who was enoouraged to -write to the 

·congr~gations in the i"aae ot u recent persecution against the Church) 

Beore further comments, "This l eitter part ot the book is truly ep1s1;ol&r7 

1n form a nd in content, and to this the uddresa (lal-2) and the closin£ 

grestinga (5:12-14) properly belong.u4 Streeter elao propoaaa that the 

r eason for the appended letter was tho outbreak ot persecution.5 ~,indiech 

is of the aame op inion.5 

One ot the main reasons , if not the first, to divide the Zpistle into 

t tro pe.rta is the different emphasis on suffering in lt3-4all and 4,12-5,14. 

It is mo.intained that the first part s peaks only of the poas1b111t7 of 

suffering in the future, ~hile the l ast part s peeka ot a present persecu­

tion bei ng vaged against the Christiens .7 Beare SUD1Il8r1zes the thinking 

of t he schol~re who advocate this t wo sided emphe.ois on suf'f'ering when he 

says tha t in l:J-4all the "problem 0£ ~uffering is not the central th£ll!l8, 

but is raised and dealt with only in relation to a general exposition of' 

the natu~e of the Christian 11re. 08 Concerning 4,12tr he sc.ysa 

3Bca.re • .212, • .ill• , [.) • 28 • 

l~I bid., p . 6 . 

5Burnett Hillman Streeter, ~ Primit1Te Chu.r<;h (biew York: The 
r.~crnillan Company, 1929). P• 130. 

~ 1;1nd1scn. 12.a Katholisghep Br\ete, ill Hapdbyqh la Neuy 
Testament, edited by Herbert Preisker ( Tub1ngen1 Verlag :r. C. B. i:obr 
[feul S iebecij , 1951) • ",;,."V • 82. 

7P.eferenoes to suffering in l:J-4:11 a.re 116,7, ' if' perhaps you did 
suff'er"J lall, points to eufi'erings destined for Christ; 3•13, "if' Y'OU 

should suffer for righteousness• sake. " References 1n 4,12-5,14 are 4•12, 
" fiery ordeal thc.t is ragina amone you"a 4clJ, "are sharing 1ll the sutter­
ings o~ ~'hrist 0 ; 4,14-16, the present possibility of' stirterill6 es 
ChristiellB; 4:19, •are su.tterins according to God's will 11 1 5,9, 11you are 
paying the same price ill terms of suffering as your brethren ill the world•; · 
5,10, "haYiD8 suffered a little. q 

~eare • .212.• Ja!•, P • 6. 
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The passage 111hich .imnedie.tely follows (4:12tt) breathes an entirely 
diff erent atmosphere. The sty~e is direct and simple. There are 
110 carefully constr ucted pt,l'iods or nicely balanced rhythms and 
antith eses , such os ~ trk the pr Bcedi ng diocourse . !t hes the quick 
end nervous language of o letter written in b.aote end under tension, 
~ithout care for ~laborations ot style or loftilless ot diction , to 
a tlook that io undergoine the a ctual rava~es of persecution. The 
s ituation envisnged io definit e , and stands forth in vivid clarity. 
Suff ering i s no 1011Ber cont emplated as a vague poss ibility for which 
Christir;>ns Zl!USt a l ,·1cy3 l> e prepared ; it has becoo1e a titark actuality 
in the 11.f'iery ordeal II which is puttioS their fa ith to the teat • ••• 9 

Proiakor , iu d iotinction to the other s oholers mentionod , maintains 

that t he ~hol() .l'.:_p istle of F1rnt i=eter is one continuous worahip Denice , 

t-J i th J.1 3 - 4 ,11 being s. baptisrml service for t he candidateG and 4 :12-5111 

a c l o s i ne service for the wholo oo~regation , the old ond the ~0illy bap-

10 
'cized . ::r eioker eamnento , 

I n ibro hat e ir. urchristliohcr Ootte$dienst einer Tautsec:r~iLde 
( l ,3- 4 ,11 ) ooine schTiftliche Fix:1orung gefunden , dcr mit dem 
S chlus s go t teadi ens t ~es Gssru..~tBein.einda (4,12 bis 5 ,ll} endet . 
Dann liegt bie r de.s e.ltcste Jl:,kument eines urchristlichen 
Got t asdienst vor.ll 

r•r e i s kex· expla ins tho diffe1·ent emphasis on suffering 1n the Epistle 

by t he t wo different audiences in the worship Gervice. 12 Addressing the 

ba pti3W-)l candidates in l:J-4:ll the pr~acher could only speak or the 

po s s5.bility of sufferins i'or they hs.d not as ye t expori encud suffcrin8a 

a.e CU.ristiani:J . 13 1'rolXl 4:12 on there beg ins the olosin6 portion ot the 

oervice whl:Jll t h e nE:wly baptized Join tho rest of the congregation, and 

here auff eri.nge could not b e s poken of az mere possibilities because the 

9lill• • P• 7. 

lOwindisoh, .21?.• ill•• edited by r:>reisker , P • 1.57 • 

llfilg. 

12nli., P• 16o. 

13.ni!!· 
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older members hed surfered tor thoir feith.14 Preisker does not accept 

the view thet 4:12tf is due toe leter event beoauee he ~oubts whether 

Poter would a ppend a letter to an out-ot-dato situation and not rewrite 

the whole thi.ng.15 

In viewinc Firat Peter eG n wo!'Ship service 1n conjunction with a 

b aptism • .:>reisker places the actual act of baptiem between 1:21 and 1,22.
16 

He makes this nssertion ou the taot that sanctification of souls is 

spok~n of as a f'1.1ture a.ct in l:J-21 aLld e;;; a :rertect act in l.:22.17 

Throuch t h e eot of baptism t heir soul& had been puriti~~ into the nev 

lif'~ (1:22). 

Cr oss, in his book• ! .:. eter !'.! Pescltal Li turg.y, soya that t~e setting 

o f Fi rs't J:'cter is 

a pparently tha t of a Pauchal Vigil, and thc:t what we have in I 
Pot er is not "ordinaryw Baptism ••• but the Baptismsl rite ot 
lro~ter. the most solar-in act ot liturgical worship in the 7fffr• 
·mat I .Peter g ives us is the pa.rt of the Celebrant •••• 

~ alwyn oots the date of Firot l)eter in the year 63 A. D. or the first halt 

of 64 A. D., which means that it could have reach~d the ccmaru.n1ties 

addres sed in t:Lr.s to be read at the l~ster festival of the following 

year.19 Thus tho ep istle COl~ld have been read a t the Faschal celebra­

tions, as Cross maintains, of which baptism was o part. 

As Beare ouggeste, the outline of the Eyistle as a whole IDE\Y be aa 

l4Jill. 

15Ibid. • P• 156. 

16~ •• PP• 157-58• 
l7Ib1d •• PP• 160-61. 

18p. L. Gross, l. feter 1J: pp.schal Lituru (Londo.ns 1 •• R . 11.cwbray 
and C',ompeD¥, Limited, 1954), P• 38. 

1 9selwyn, .22• ill•. P• 62. 
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followe: 20 

I . The Salutation ( lal-2) 

II. ?.'he Be.pt 1smo.l Discourse ( 1,3-l~r ll) 

II!. The Let ter F:i'opar (4al2-5:ll) 

IV . The Cl osing Oreetinsa (5cl2-l4) 

Also following Be:1re0 s suggeation 0 an cJrample of the content of the 

baptismal dia co~r~e may be as follows:21 

A. Tho Exordium. /,. panogyz-ic on regeneration and tho glories of 
the C-ospol (vv . 3 -12) . 

B . The Body of t· e Lisaour3e in three parts, 
Part ! • The fundamental i"lore.l 1'10m3nds o!' the tJaw Life {l :J-

2.10 ) : 
holine3s 0 based on the knowledge of Cod a s Father and a 
Judge nna of Christ as Redeemer (lalJ- 21); and 
l ove . t h e p:ropcr fruit of the holines3 und iaoortality 
,·.rhich helont..s to the new life, the bond of a saorod fellow­
s h ip of priently _seZ'Vice to Go d , v1hcreof Christ is the 
center ( l:22- 2 alO) . 

J.?art l! . 'l'! e Attitude and Oond1.1ct becoming to Chl'ietiana in a 
p~gan GnViroIIl!lent (lll£ Hauatafel) ( 2all-3:l2). 

Part I l l . A ~ nds tion of the 11f~ o f goodness,' es ( l) the 
b est safoe,uaz-d against harsh trGatment • or ( 2) it suffering 
nevertheleos is inflioted. giving it e meaning ekin t o the 
meanir.g o f t he ouff'erings of Obrist (vicarious end re­
dempti ve) (J s!J -4:6) . 

c. The PoX'Oxation. A final exhortation to love and mutual service . 
concluding a ith a doxology (417-ll) . 

Zn sv...~ry O Fi:rst Peter caimot be oonolusively proved to be a 

bapt 13.lllal homily; ho,,-;t.;ve::.~ , on the !>co is of i ts coa.te.nt and aeveral in­

ternal factors it does road l iken baptiS!l".:'tl sermon . I n brief , its 

content speaks o r mo..}} • s rebirth O his entronoe into a new 1--elationship 

T.cJ ith God through Christ, the nature of this relationship , a nd Ll8n's 

obligations to Cod , to his fellow believers, and t o the pagan uorld 1o. 

20J3eareo .212• .sa.ll.•, P• 9• 

21~ •• P • .52• 
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~bich ne lives. Th~- othcr f a ctors which augg~st a bapt1omal sermon are 

the-specific be_µ ·tisrr.al refureneus, indiontiorus ot be.ptis:r.al in.atruction. 

and tho uppa re.n t: t wo sidod e!:lphasio on sufferini;. The 1.:rite.r maint!lins 

that the s uio. ot theee factors presents a plou~iblc explanation for First 

Peter a s a bs.ptismal homily. 



CBA.1'1'.ER III 

Tho use of coveD.l:lnt terminology is .found scattered throughout the 

first two chap\:e1·s of First Peter. Although the word for "covenant, " 

8 1 ~ e ~ K ~1 , does not occur , the allusions to the covenant contain all the 

e osentia l t:}lements of a covenant relationship with God as pictured 1n the 

Ol d Testament . The ess cmt ial elements treated 1n First Peter are tbe 

establisbmcnt of u new covenant, the new Israel , cOTena.nt obligations, 

nnd the covena nt b l e~sing of an eterool inheritance. 

Xf First ~eter 1:J-4all is ta~en es a bept1S!?lal homily, the use of 

ooven.a.nt t ol"minology aptly deocribes both the means and the nature of the 

11 ne"' lifo 11 which 1s entered throueh baptism. In baptiw. believers beca!le 

the children of God through the atoning work of Christ and also heirs of 

e ternal life . ?hoao oftacts or baptism are portrayed in First .Peter 

~ ithin t he freme~o rk of a covenant relationship with God. 

In tho covcnunts betueen C-od and men in the Old Testament , three 

covenants ar~ Generall~ referred to--one with Noah , tho second with 

bbrahum. e.nd the third with the 't1hole people o f Ia1~ael at Si.l:lai (Ex. 24) .1 

r t is me.i.nly to the t h il'd covenant that Peter refers in his Epistle. 

Selwyn c . nments : 

The kpo~tlo'e allusion here [111-~ to the (;ovenent made on Sinai 
affords an important olue to the thought. so praninont 1D thia 
Eplstle , o f Christianity a.s recapitulatillg, though on 8.DC>ther and 
a hisb.er plane. the history or the Chosen .People . In that stoey 

11.eon Morris. l!l!l Apostoliq Freagh!pg 9t.11ul Qmu (Grend lepids1 
'.'im. B. gerdl:r.ans Publishlng ~. 195 ) • pp.~b?-. · 



ll 

the Covenant so.orifice n:;arka s decisive ma.ient 1n the makill{; ot 
l s :1:sel.; it is to b e follo\"iecl , after the WOJldcrines in tho wilder­
noas , b y their 0ntranco into the land of Canaan which God gives 
thoni ~G t hoi r inhoritance or ~'Oss easion; and it is on that soil 
tha t t he varied drama of I s r a el 's l ife is unfolded in the Old 
Tcst emen~i; • ,...,t • .?oter follows a e iri,ila r order in hio f irst two 
chapters . The mention of the New Covenant [!: l-~ prepares the 
tiey f o r tho t each i ng about t he new inheritance in i . J -25 , ~and 
't hat aca in for t he doctrine of the ne-~ Israel in ii. 1-10.~ 

A New Cov ent-mt £ stabl iahed 

The e s t ablishing o f t ha new covelltlnt for t he Nev Testoment Church is 

baDed en the three-fold 1ork of God g iven in Firs t Peter la2, nill ac­

eo . ·da.uce 11-th t .hG f orelcno wlede o of God , but the sanctifying activity of 

t ho Spi r i t , f o1: ob ed h inc e to J esus Obrist and the sprinkling of His blood. 11 

uTho pr in~ ry impo :ct o f the t h r ee alaus ao io t o o p e n up clearly at the out­

oet of tho Epi stle the t ranocendent origin, nature, and purpooe ot the 

Cbur.ch and it(;} l ife. 1.J The activity of Ood is here expressed in term.a 

of the Trinity ru1d Q/3.Y b e on echo o f the Trinitarian baptismal formula 

1.w e d i n ~he a ncient church . 4 

Thes e t h r ~e prepos itional phrases i n la2 are goYcrned by the entire 

( . s salutation 1:1- 2) . They are related to the a postola te ot :peter, to the 

e l e ction of tho dispersed aojournero, and to the grooe ond peace which 

the a postle prays may b e theirs . The fact tha t the readers are Christians , 

that t hey are iA a covenont relntionship with God , ls ascr ibed to the 

2Edward Gordon .'..,elwyn, 'lbe First l;.pJstle 9l. 21.• ,'eter (London, 
l'-Jacmillrui & Co., Ltd , 195.5) , P • 66. 

31!?.J..g., P • 119• 

4.Fra.nois :irigh.t Beare, ~ .l.l'irst Epiatle £!. feter (Ox1'ord, Ba.ail 
Bla ckwell, 1947), P• 50 . 

Sll!!si•, PP• 49-50• 
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rede!np~ive activity of the Triune Ood. 

The first phrase. "according to the toreknowledg~ of God the Father." 

il!ldiontes tha t the origin of the Church does not lie in the ospirat1ons 

and plruln of m~"l but in the eternal. purj)Oae of God. The foreknowledge 
I 

of Cod, 7T f oyV'wo-as., iB a demonstration ot God's grace. The preposition 

in the comp ound . Trf o -- • uenotes tt~e f a ct tha t God• s foreJr..no"oledge is 

part o f His eter11£1l counsel aud plao..6 The readers' existence as Christians 

:ls !)art of God's i:.dll and purpose. embraced 1n the divine plan. which is 

t h e pledg e of t h eir oe.lvt1tior.. 

'I'he zecon d phro.s e . 11by t:i.e s ent ifying activity of the Spirit• 0 re­

f e r ,':! to t t10 hallowing po1:1er wh ich t h e divine Spir1 t brings to bear upon 

t h e life of t h e believe rs. It is the Spirit 1.:1ho implements God' a p lan 

and brings it i nto baing . By t ~e Spirit's sanctifying activity the be­

l iever s o,11e the ·,rory .fact that they believo. By t h is phrase there is 

c xp r c oscd the miraole t1rought by t he Holy Spirit, uno man can se.y that 

J e s us i s t he Lord . but 'by the Holy Ghos t. " (I Cor. 12:J).7 

1. he third pl:.raae. " for obedience to Jeoun Christ and the 3prinlcli.JJg 

or His blood. ~ points to the redeeming ~ork of Christ sad to tho purpose 

o f the Christian •s e lection. These two f'ac.~ors are expressed in oovennnt 

terminology• I1.:UD.0ly • 0 apr1nkling 0 and "obedience." Peter 1a .quoti.Dg the 

coveJlallt account in ~xodua 24, where the people pledge their obedience to 

t h e La.w of Go<l 8 and ,,1oeea s1Jrinkles over them the blaod of oxen which had 

be~n offered ill sacr ifice. E.xodus 24:7,8 reads 

v.7 • .And h e too~ the book of the covenant. and read in the audience 
of the people• and t hef said• JUl that the Lord bath said will v• 

6selwyn. ~· ill•. P• 119. 

7c. E . a. Oro.ufield, T'g.e firs t i~pistle ,2! _g,eter (l.ondon: ~ C M Press. 
Ltd, 1954), P• 17. 
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do a nd bo obodiont . 
v . 8 . ilnd i•:ooca took t h e blood nnd sprinkled it on the p eople • and 
ae i d , Bohold the blo od of the covenf)nt • which the lord hath made 
wi th you concer n i ng all t hef.le wordo . 

<:.. I 

The iwrd , fl°"" r , a-p,-ov, tra nsla ted "oprinkling , " i s a s a crificial 

wct'd a.:id b~~r~ a t wo-:fo ld meaning from the Old Testament u8S(.e . First • 

i t cru1 denote ·ehe act oi' co:nsecr a tion . Th o s prinkling of blood wa s part 

0 £ t he ritual i n the consoc z- tion o f p rie ats.8 (Of . ~ x . 2'j :20•22 for 

consecration. o f ,"..o.ron atld is s on s . ) Secondly • the s prinkling of blood 

t-1as used O f; a pu r i f y i r..g aot • \·:hel:'e blood was e~rinkled by a priest upon 

a l 0por to c l eanse him of' h if.1 l eprosy. 9 ( Cf . Lev . 14 :6-7. ) From t hese 

t,10 T.'l.! f eror.ces r~:orric says , 11ue get t t~o principle t hat the s prinklillG o f 

b ).oo<l i .s like ly to Ci@li ~T the entry i n t o a new state marked by aleansina 

i'rO!il pt·oviouo o.cfil omcnt untl co.nsocr ation t o a holy puri.)ose • .. lo 

•r1,e second oov0Il.'.:1nt term i n the t h ird phr ase i s 0 o bedience . 11 

Blec'i.!ion i nvo lves duty ~nd r<:;aponsi bility as well a s pri v ileg e . In 

· . .x. 24 ,7 the people ' s rospozan0 t o tho :f'irot covena nt i s 3iven , "a ll t ha t 

th~ l .ord hat h ;;;u. i d will 'vJ e do a nd b 1:: obedient . '' This did not i.:nply that 

o bo d ionc o ga i11eJ i:oz- ·them t he love of God. but r ather nt heir part was an 

11 
:.mcondi t ioilill s u:crendor. ';o whatever rnif:11t be the 111 111 of Ood . " The 

p oop lc t;1erc not c ho s on mez•cly i o be r ecip ients of God ' s bles s ings , but 

t h ey we re 'to ro.ndor C.od obodi cnce to i!is conmienda . Refusal t o obey God' s 

1 2 
co::omandm~nts placed the ~eopl e Qntoi do t he sphere of Hi s blessings . 

8 
l!U..g . • P• 17 • 

9i\-1orri s, .2.R• oit . • !) • 71 . 

10112!g. 

11
I b i d. • fl . 73 . 

12~ • • P• 7:; -
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Obedience ~Jes therei'ort:t H.D. inteera l pert of the ooTcnunt rel.£itioASh1p. 

(Of. Ex. 19:6 ; Jer. 7:23 ; ll,J -4.) 

In t he new covenattt esta blished by God Ohriat•s blood is the eisn 

and t he oce.l of its oon:ipletion . Heb. 12,12 points to J'esue a s the 

ttmedia tor o.f t he new covenant and to t h e blood of s prinkling. • By the 
c;, I 

use of fl o.. " r, It" /A o 'I Pe ·t o r is in1ply1Df; th.at by t h1D shedding of Ohriet • s 

b lood s inful r.:iankind i s both purified from t h eil· sin and conse cra ted t o 

a l i f e of obedience . The n e.-, covenant r·ests on the forgiveness of si.ns 

a~ ~as already foretold i n t he Old Test umont ( J er. Jla31, 340) and is the 

theme of t h e 1-Jeu Testemont. J'esua Hilnoelf ass ociates forgiYeneas of sins 

Yd. t h the uew covenant t1l!.ile instituting t h e lord's Supper, l>iatt. 26,26, 

"For t h i o i s r.1y bl o od of t h e Ne;:r Testament• which_ is s hed for many tor 

th e remi &oion of s i na. 1' I n the act of s hedding Christ's blood man is 

a lso con~ecrated to God to live a life of obedience. 

S elwyn e xp lains t h is phrase, "for obedience to Jesus Christ B.lld t h e 

a ..prinkling of Ria b lood, 11 by se.yinga 

The phra se is not ea sy, until 'We realize tru-.1t it summarizes, aJld 
tranet ers to Christia nity, t he ideas of obedienoe and ot reconcila­
tion through a s acr if'ice conta ined 1n :.x. xxiv., and that the 
nsprinkling of t be b lood of Jesus Christ " is a S,Yllon,ym f or God's 
contim:.1.ng torelvenesa and gru ce covenunted in Christ's death. 
~iith this i.uterJJreta tion, it sets before us the Christi.an eth ical 
life as consisting in the int~rploy ot man's endeavor after good­
neso t1ith the forg iving gn.ce ot Gocl.13 

The New Israel 

The Mew Israel, t he .Ne~ Tes tem~nt Church, as depicted by .Peter ill 

hie First Epistle bears all the ti tlos given to the first Isro.el in their 

covenant r elationship with Ood. The first term whieb marked the Nev 

13.selwyn, 9.,2• s!l•, P• 67. 
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Testc1mont believers as the 0 new 11 Israel il!t E. f(. >. .s,:;. Tos , the •elect.• 

Peter describes hie readers a i:. the "elect sojourners in the diepersion!I 
l 

> I 
in 1: 1. a nd as a "chosen generation" in 2~9. The word £ I'. >- £ K. To s. is 

used i n the Bible "especially ot t hose whom God has c hosen from the 

g enerality of .ciankind a nd drawn tv Himself •• 14 

Divine eleotion was a ch&r.acteristic of the people of Israel aa a 

who l e. Deut. 7:6. "the lord t hy God bath chosen thee to be a special 

people unto Himself. above all people that are upon the f a ce of the 

earth . 0 (Cf. also Deut. 4:37; , 14:2; Is. 45 14; .Ps. 105:6.4.3.) God bad 

c hos en I srael from among the nati0na to be His special people. not be­

caus e they deserved it. but because He loved them with a love thct was 

undeservG:Jd • tha t had its ground not i n them but in Him.15 

l·Jith this \<1ord 0 eleot 0 I>eter reminds his readers, among whom were 

Gentiles. that they too belong to the people of GodJ t hey have entered 

upon the i nheritance of I srael and have a sha re both in its glorious 

pri v i leGeS a nd in its oblige tions.16 

~Jithin t h e covenant relation the people of I srael were given other 

specific titles. Ex. 19:4-6, 

v. ,~ . Ye have seen vhat I did unto tho Egyptians, and how I bare 
you on eagle's wings, and brought you unto myself. 
v.5. Now t herefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep lfl¥ 
covenant, then y0 s hall be a peculinr treasure unto me a bove all 
people, f or a ll the osr·t b is raine, 
v.6. and ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests. a nd an holy 
nation. 

Peter now ascribes these aa.me titles to the nev Israel who haTe become 

14,Jilliam F . Arndt and l'Iilbur Gingrich . 1.i Greek-EAAlisb Lexicon 
,2' .1!12 New Testrunent (Chicago : The Univer sity of Chicogo Press, 1957), 
P• 242. 

l5crantield, ~· cit., P• 13. 

16.Disl· 



the: r>eo r,le of God ( 2: 10) tbroug L thti ccvf nant aooled b,1 Chriot 'a tlocc 

(l: 2) • In 2 : 9 l-btcr Gl:iyo thoy e ::-c now ".~ cbosev. eeneratioi::., e. royal 

pl'iestc,ood , €1 holy n.s.t j on, a peop l e t hat are God's possession. • 

'!'he no ,1 l ::Jra<:ll has c-t.tiother dist:!.nctive che recter 1st1c wi1ich rGtlec,a 

cov -r, -int backe~·ound , ru.~rne ly. t h ey a re a "liberc• ted poople." The refer­

ence i s !i'irst fJ~t E:lr l:18-19 : 

v.lG. F.oro 2much es ye know thet ye were not radeen.ed vith corzupti­
b l e t h i ngs, as silver and gold, froJ.U your vnin conversation received 
by t i ' dit J.0n f r0t11 your ft--.th~rs , 
v.19 . but wit~ the preaious blood of Ct rist, no of a lamb w1tbout 
1:lemi.sh and ,1ithout spot. 

;) , , 
The verb, G }.vT~W e.,,ri:: • aorist passive of >.ureoc.J. "redeem, " 

cdenifios a lib1-.1i~.:,tic n.. r n the Sep tl!a gint the word in ite various fonii,s 

i e usod in t wo con~oxte: (l) the redL-mption of property from mortgage, 
I 

>. u r eo.. tietne, tho prico paya ble (or. Lev. 25 and 27); (2) the deliverenoe 

of tt p c.:.rson ox· ~ nation frcm bon<iaeo (cf. Deu t • 7: 8) • l 7 This word was 

a l .Jo usod iu connoction wi th th0 ransor:·1irl8 of slaves.18 

I 
Tho vorb' ~ V l"eow , brought to mind God's deliverance of Israel 

from l:f.Yptia u bondago and from the lJ."xile. The 111.Qrpti' frcm which ? eter• s 

readers had beti-n delivered wa s the aimless and useless way ot lite in• 

herited from thoix· fathers. 

I ~timately b0u.nd up with the h xodus trom ~ pt is the ?assover 

s&crifice, which is alao alluded to in Uirst ?eter 1119. Exodus 1215 

specifies the Passover lamb es "Without bl«niah. R In First Peter lal~ 

Christ is the sacrifice .Lamb •without ble~ish and ~ithout a pot b b~ whose 

blood the people or the new oovenant have been liberated .from their 

former life or slavsry to sin. 

17s elwyn, ..9.£• cit .• P • 144. 

10 11,1: 
~.' P• <t.J• 
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'.!'t.e l..s.odu.s frOtl.! ..:.gr;t -.~ tt:.e l_;l·!:!.cious act ot God t':lwe.r.! the ~e::.ple. 

e..1.c! thie deliV''3r.:::.:.cc. ee:r-v~d ~a the ba.cke,rou:au for the first coT&Dl:U.t •
19 

IA the fc:rrnulating 0f the covcllflll.t God describes Himself as the Godot 

the ~Y.odu~ (Ex. 19s4). Thus the E.xcduo acoount ~erved aa a vivid picture 

for ?et er• E .r&:.ders of tb.~ir dalivcrance from sin 1n the ne\oi' covenant 

1·1ith Christ. 

Tht, i'or.;i-vi t;n <;;l3S of sins is eloo of major uupo1·t~nce 1n the co.c.cept 

cf the .ew IsI'o.el. Tne fm·give~ese of eino ia imparted to the peo;)le by 

their entr.ruica i~to the new covenc.nt ~1th God. ~orgiveness is pictured 

Chri s t died fur sin on~e end f or a ll. e just l:lflll for u.cjt!st pecpls. that 

Ee ~'lidl,t present you tc C.O~ . ~ Th~ &tonil:,f; sacr ifice of Chl.•ist bri.Des 

m.tU1 to God th::"C"4gh the f orgivcr.esE cf h is eine. 'fi1is ide£. i~ e~pN~aed 

we both heve access by c.ne Sr,irit unto the I'athex·. " J'ohn ll,:6. 11:i am 

the 'dey. t he Truth• ruid tr..e Life• no man cometh unto tho Father• but by 

me." rhe sheddi.c.e, of Ohri~t·~ blood for rc.an•2 rcde.n.~ticn ::DE.keu possible 

our cove~nt rolationahip with the Father. 

31nce .Peter mnkee frequent use of Old Testament coven.ant terminology. 

he is :.!.ndoubte ttly rt!floct1.tl6 Exodus 1 2 • 20 • 24. whcr. h~ pictures for­

giveness aa beinc; •presented to God." In ~dus the people were not 

allowed to come unto t ho L1...r<l and they were extremely atra.id ot Him at 

Litt. S inai. (Cf. l!:x. 19,12, 20,18,21; 24,2.) Throue;b the oonseoration 

with the blood of the oovCDant. 24:J-8, the Israelites verc permit,ed to 

ascond the mountain and there behold the God of Israel end celebrate tile 

covewnt meal. 24:9-11. The willingness on God's part to permit the 

1 9.r,,iorris • 5m• .sa!•, P• 74• 



repreaentot1ve of. Isra~l to Racend the mountoin into His preaence 

certa inly i ndioe tc,s God ' a favor e nd .forgiVAJleSC' upon th..: i,eo;pl6. The 

oppooite is true after the inciclent ot the Golden Cal!; bocauso ot their 

apos t a sy God did not dwell in their roidat nor permit them to come into 

Bi s pr ~sencc (Ex. 3J:l-J). 

'l'he 1-ef erence to f org ivene s s of oius 111 First Peter 3118 is aloo 

s i gni f 1ce nt ~hen understandine First Peter ao o baptta~al homily. The 

greet b l&Ss iog of baptism i s the fort,ivei..es e of sins. t:.a1·k 16,16, •lie 

• • • f or· 'i;h ~ l·ea. issi n of Hins • " Acte 22 : 16, 11Ee bapt~zvc1, and vash 

Co,rer..ant Obligation s 

Al o~ w1 •.;ri t h "' Ol d Te s !.ament r.0·1renE.nt r t>l ci ·:,io11sllip with God were 

certc. i n obli{;.t•.t i oLJE! 01· (, uties . T"n e coVf D.:lft h.'16 easeht:..all,y an 3.Ct ot 

e,rc::. CC;; on tl.J.,:; par t of Gou , 20 lit.Lt Jc:\-· lne chosen t he per-..>p l ~ , C-od imposed 

i n th~ cov on.ant • 

ThI-e e :..uc:i 1,;b ligat i,ws e1·.:: r e flect ed in First :Pe t er. Th1:, f irst i& 

the .!!£t i.e r o f vl:a:dieuce . Obedi ~nc~ is .fllund in t he y~ople 'a ~ sponse 1D 

Goa' u cove11E,.nt (£4. 24:3,7) . and it is tleu .. en~~u OJ God es uece&sary tor 

t he coveiW.!lt rcla tioi.sh ip ( F.~. 19:5)• 

Peter in hi8 Pirst E:pi:stltt 'three; t i.l~ ~ rei'ers to obedience as an 

eas1sntial cl:u1racteri1:nic of the pt.'Ople •.iithit, t he n~w covu.n~ut, • !be tirat 

of the t hree r e ferencee b~s prt!Vic u~ly diucusae.J e u on integn;.l pan 1n 

?.Orhb•. ; ·1 "'/ " ~·· ~· .)• 
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the covc.D.ftnt r~lutionohip.21 In brief. First ?eter 1:2 otetea that 

throll{)l the she<ldil1g o.r Christ• e blood mz:in 1a cons1.:crated to live a lite 

o~ ob~dience to Cod. The second reference to obedie~ce io l;l4. the 

"children of obedioncc." 
(. .... 

The gen!tivc, ult' o. t<.o 'll)S • io the objective 

benitive accordin~ to Beare , rendering tac clause, "children born for 

obtildioncc . 022 Thin phrase , together with the third reference, 1122. 

Kin obe uiencd to the truth," lJ()int to the detcrmin~ quality of. the 

Christia n lif e Hitll i n t ba oovoncmt, namaly, faithful adheronce to God's 

Tho a0cond obligation reflected in First f eter is that of r.holineas. ~ 
I I (.( c.f >I C:I 

Thi s i s r e ferred to in 1;16. 0 10T1 y,yec:\.TTTo..1 0T1 o.'(10 1 €ct'e.o-&e.., 0T1 

;) ' , , 
e '{ W o. y 10 .s. • 'l'h is is a direct quotation from Lev. ll:44.45• 

v.44 . J!or I am tb,e Lor d your God, ye shall there.fore sanctify 
yourselves and ye shal.l be holy; for I am holy, neither shall ye 
<.lefilt3 yoursalvllln wHh a.ny manner of' creeping thing that creepeth 
upon t he e~rth. 
v .45 . li'or I am the Lord that br .inge th you up out of the land of 
Egypt, to be your God, ye shall therefore be holy, for I am holy. 

The holiness of Israel uas to be :LtOdeled after the holiness or God 
(../ 

and f'rom this the uord, o..'(, cs • equivalent to t!1e Hebrew, ui j T ?y.. derives 

its moral content. 23 The root meaning is to "set apart, separate• for 

dedication to rBl1gicn. "24 hnoever was dedicated to the God of Israel 

was under t.he obliea t i on to contorm to His essential purity and goodness; 

so Israel as a holy people t1ao to re:floct in its netional life the moral 

perfection of its God. Peter 11k9wise exhorts his readers as ~embers of 

21supra, PP• 13-14. 

22Beare • .sul• ill.•, P• 71. 

2'l-
-'Ibid., P• 72 . 

24lli,g. 
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a holy peop l e \·,ho now 3orv..? f.l holy Goe: , they :Jhould show thawsel ves holy 

in every kind of i n tcrcourao i·dtl::i their fello1ffli® • 

Th e t h ird obl iLntion r e f l~ct e· in First ,i)etor i s ill .firat .Peter 2•9, 

kBut ye n~o a ohouen GCneruticn, n r oyal prieuthootl , a holy nation , a 

P·"culiur peop l e , '!.:ha t y e sho•.ild nho1t1 forth the praises of h im v;ho celled 

you cut of dar kne :::is i nto his rr.arvollous light.:, Peter is here quot ins 

the t.sac;it i a l :pa r t a or !,,x . 19:5 ,6 , 11.Llow t horofor c , "..f you will obe~ r:q 

voica one! keep ruy co·r a.nan·t , you shall b o -:rv own _pos2es3ion emons all 

pcop l o3 ; f or a ll t he e e r t h i G mi n e , an1 you shaJ.l be t o me e. kingdan of 

prie s t s ~d n ho l y nat ion . " 

?ot or espr esso~ t h i~ t h ii~ obliBation , wh ile it is inherent in the 

t itlcz g i~en t o ].~ruel i n t ho first covenant. Fet er ~rit09 , •that ~ou 

should sh ow for t h t he pr a i s us of ~i m who celled you zy~t ot darl~1~s3 into 

bis m.e.1"'V' ollous lie;ht . " '1'he firs t Israel , a 3 a nat ion, were a ll _priests 

,ithin t h e o ov cno~-it r ol ot ionsl1ip with God . L priest is t o serve God . 

Al l t he people , t,o\'sev e r , wer~ not ex-pect ed to function as t he ep1=ointe~ 

pri cnt a t1nd o f fe1: .sac1·ifices to C'IOd , but the ir obligation L'lvolved their 

t ota l lif e a s a witnes G or t heir Cod . This is indicated elsswhere 1n the 

Ol d Te a ta41ent . Alrea dy ot t h e t 5..me of Abram C-od \llas usiug him ao a 

blessint;; t1nd a •.dtnas s t o generations to cane of God •s gracious deslin6 

~ith His people (Oen. 12:1- 3) • In Isaiah t he Lord says ot Israel , •You 

o.re :.ny wi tne!jaes 11 {I s . 43 :lO• l c) . God expected the children ot Isral to 

b e witne~aes of t he on e t rue God to the ,;urrounding heathen nations . 

Peter echoes the oame obligut ion when he says of God ' s priests of t ha new 

covenant that they ..,l:lould show forth the praises or their God . 

Covenant Inheritance 



The f ourtt: ,;iovenc.nt idea r c tle c t c;d i n Firs t .rr~ter is t hat ot "in­

h f-;ri tenc e , '' 1<,.>.. .,1e ovo ,v-( 0i. . Th.e wora was r i ch in E"ts s ociat iona for those 

of i.' eter' s readers who kne\'l t h e Old Testamer:.t. Th is is the vord r egularl.7 

u sed i n th e ::ie p t uaeint of Cone 8n es I srael's prcm.1sed p oaseeoicn. ( Cf. 

Cc?n . 17 :3 . ) 
25 !n clt1ssicP..l lite2a.tur e e.nd i n t he veroa cul9r o ~ t he f irst 

oentur-.r it ces i r;na '!;ed no mo-re t han property that chan£ed hands otter n 

de a t h , end h~.d no r e l:l.t, i ou ~ a s:1sociat i ons . 26 

l'etor used the word. 1<,.}. ~povoµ.. ~G\. • l :l~. 1n descr i b i !!E; tl.!.e inherit­

anc e of t he new Isr ael . He transfers t he me.e.ning associa t e ,~ with the 

wor d t o the c e111 eph ere wh i ch be.s been openec u p for Christia ns. 'lhe 

objec t of their hope i s not a v isibl e ? r o:nised Land , but liee in the 

ult j m~t e felloHsh i p wi t~ C,od beyc::id t he cont zn:i nat i ons of tune e..nd beyond 

the c ont ~·xt o f h i etory . The subst anc e cf t hvi r i nheritance 1:: ";he salvation 

of thd r soul s (l : _; , 9) • .Fe r t his r eeson it 19 des cribed a s " inccrru;,tible, 

and u~dufi l ld . erd f adeth r..::-t nwoy , n (l:4) . Tha ne~ Cansan was made 

poss i bl e through t he Aresurre c t i on of Jeeus Christ frum the d~ad, ~ (l:J). 

I n Sur!imc:: r y , Peter ! n his ~pistle preaent s the nature ~Ld significance 

of the Christia n life ond does 9o i n the framework of a new covenaDt re­

lstion shi p with C-cd . 1'he Ohristions have entered a ne w life with tiOd 

wh i ch hae been eeale tl by t he bl ood of His ~on. 'iithin this lite the 

Christ i a ns a r e to live us witpossoa of C-od, io holiness and obe i ience to 

Him , assured o f e n i nheritance. nau..ely, the salvation of their souls. 

25s el wyn • .2.£• ill•. p . 124. 

26:tbid., P• 71. 



t"i ithin the baptismal homily, First Peter l:3-4rll, there are four 

s pecific r bference s to baptism end four descriptions ot baptism. It is 

des cribed as a 11 r t1birth" in 1 :J ,23; as 11 death to sin" in 2s24; e.s a n 

an:Utype o f the Flood i n J : 21; and ns a ''pledge" to God in 3:21. 

A Rebirth 

S i gnificantly in t he fir s t verse of tho b aptismal homily (lsJ) 

there i s t he reference to man's rebirth or r egeneration, pointing to 

bopti ~i.m. f r om the very beeinninc. I t is also significant that it follows 

v erse ·two which spoe.k:s of t h e new covenant establisha d by God through 

J esus Christ. Verse three reeds, 11Blessad be the Cod and Father ot ol\r 

Lord J'eaus Christ. By the gre~tness of' His mercy He has h esotte.n us anew 

to a living hope throu.gh t he r esurrcctiun of Jesus Christ t'run the dead. " 

Tl::.rout..h baptism man b~comoa one of God's own people within the coTenant. 
;, I 

"Blessed, " eu>..oy..,Tos opens verse three a.nd ~tands es en ascription 
~ 

to Goa.1 This is the word resularly used in the S eptuagint tor •praise• 

or "bless, " especially of God or God's Name. The blessing o~ God was a 

characteristic feature of Jewish pre.yer. 2 The historioel. aot of ett ectlag 

l ~ . D. F. Balu::ond, ~ Catholic ~pistles and ReYeletioD• Vol. IV 
of The Internntional J;llustrated Copllllentarx .QJl the !!2!!! ·restap1ent. Edited 
by Philip Schaff (New Yorio Cha rles Scribner's Sons, 189()), P• 4• 

2Edward Gordon Selwyn, The First Epis tle 21.. §!• .?eter (London, 
~.namillan & Co., Ltd, 1955) , P• 121. 
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man's r eeeneration ha d ite motive or standard in Ood'a mercy. •B7 the 

greotne s s o f Hi s mercy." God did t h is because o f His overflowing mercy. 

Thia e.ction b y God effects manl<.ind so f'unde.mantelly that it is e nbirth. 

Throue:,h h i e r ebirth ?P.Sn obtains a. "living hope" which is t h e assure.nee 

n oi, of soaothine which will happ end l a t er. namely . eternal lif'e with God. 

C'iOd a~c ompliched 511 t h is for mankind "th rough the r esurrection of Jesus 

Christ from t h e dead . " v.J. The r esurr ection is "the fact which forz;;a 

tho livinB s r ou.."ld o f C1:ir istian ho_pe. u3 
::> 

The s pe cif ic t aptisr:ial r eference c enters in t he 1;1ord. ~'fo..y e vv"l1o-o..sJ 
:, 

the aor i s t part iciple o f G\.~O...'( t 'IVo..l.\J. The ,1o r d occuro only twice in 

the Ne w Tc s t ru; eut. F i rsi I>eter l: 3 • 23 . It i s not f ound in claasical 

G:1.·o •k nor in t he L &p tua.Gint. h 
::> / 

'I'ho meani ne o f "'"°''{ E. V'i'<Hv i s to "produce aua ill. begt.1t e e;ain. beget 
I 

ane-r, ; met a phorica lly: T1" °'- , t horoughly to change thb mind of one. so 

tho t he liv es a new life ond one conformed to the will of God. I .r2et. 1:3; 

pas s ively ~<. 'T1'io s . I ? et . 1: 23 . ffS The -word. as well as the thought, is 

f ound C:\lso in Iiennet ic \1ri tings . b Late r J us t in 1n h i s a ccount of baptism 

;) "" ::> ' 
uses o.. 'l o... yc. \JV D4. '/ an d <A.. '/CA. '( c. "'"'11 a-, s. repeatedly, !lllb&tituting it tor 

v l\/V YI 0~ in his quota tioua from J ohn 3 end contilliAS it to be ptisn.7 
1 I 'f 

.3J'oh • .&.d. llither. Cr i tica l a,n d E.xegetica l Landbook !2 the General 
1-::pis tles 9.f. ;rames. Peter. l2b.D., ,1Wg ~. Vol. I I I 0£ Meyer's Commentaa 
.2B. !h!!, ~ Testament (Now York: Funk a nd \~agnalls Publicbera, 1887) • P • 209. 

4=.~e lwyn, .22• c i t., p . 122 . 

5Jos eph Henry 'l'bo;yc r • f:: Greek-1l:11gl1sh Lexicon !JI. the ~ Testemep.t 
( Ct, ioego: ..:.moricwi Book Cot:1pru1y • o.1089) • P• 36. 

6James Hope i\loulton and George Milligc:u1, lll!l Yocabulopr 2l ~ Greek 
Testament (Grand Rap ids 1 1:m. B . r.'erd!ila ns l;ublish ing Co., 1949), P • 31. 

1.selwyn, .21!• ill•• P • l 2J • 
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I 

nnd rr~ >,., y'(e •le. o-, ~ • "regeneration,• ware the vorda 

us ed i n t he Graeco-Jewish circle s to aisnify any decisively n ew stage in 

nature , hi s t ory , or personal life.8 

:> ' Sa lmond ind 5.oa t c s th~t t h~ t ruth of Q.'J~~ £. V'/Q.w is oonveyed in the 

New Testruncnt in d i f f e r ent t erm.s/7 Titus 3 :5 , Paccordi,ns to His me r cy 

he sa ved us , by the ....a.ghing ot regeneration and r enevlne; of the Holy 

G·host . " James l :1!3 , :rat hia own will bec:at he \1S with the word of truth. " 

l<' irs t J ohn 31.9 , 0 ~iho soover i s bor11 of God doth not coil'.mi t sin. " The 

sa.me i dea i s ulso r eflec ted in J'esus ' ins t ructions to liioodeaius , John 313, 

0 ver i l y , v er i ly , I s ey unto thee , Except a rua.n be born again, h e ca nnot 

see 'Jhe kingdom o i' God. " 
:, I 

In Fi rst .Pet er b 3 0... -..J DI. y E... V "°' "" g ives a description of baptiso . 

rt i s t o be t a ken in the full sense of the new birth o r begetting, e nd 

10 not t o b o de lude d int o t he i dea of r ousizlo out of hopleaaness . God 

regoner-at e o us , creates i n u s a nea a nd d ivino life . This ia a ccomplished 

for us in t h e a ct o f baptism and t h rough tho deoth and resurrecion. ot 

Christ . ,~s Cranf i eld sny s : 

As t h e o utward St:lal and sign and symbol of a particular man •o being 
made a sharer i n Chri st ' s death , burial and resurreotiou (ct. Rom. 
6:3- 11) , Bapti:-,111 i s the sa ore.ment of regeneration, i.a., thE11futward 
seal a n d sign a nd s ymbol o f his beittg b oeotten again b y God . 

The resu_rrection of J"esu.s from t he doacl recc i v os en i.D1portant empha­

sis here a l so . 1•\·Jhc n God ra i sed Jesus Chri s t f rom the dead on the tirst 

£<ta t er morning , He tra£sforme d the whole s ituat ion o f mankind- -and indeed 

~ •• P • 1 2 2 . 

9saimond , .sw.. Soll• , P • 5 • 

lOlh!sl• 

l~c . E. B. Cranfield , 1ll.£ First hpistle 9.l. Pater (London, S C .M Press 
Lt d , 1954) , P • 22. 
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of the who lo universe. ll 12 Cullmo.nn correctly- ste.t9S • nThe temporal 

center of a ll his tory. the deoth and reaurreotion of Christ. is also the 

center o f the histor y of Bapt i sm. ,, l J 'l'he r e surrection ot Jesus ia Oil!' 

means and gua rantee o f our rising fro:n spiritual death to life. Selwyn 

says : 

F~om t h e historicul point o f view. t he u:ost eigi.lifioant event in the 
reb i rth or r ena i ssanc e of ro.ankind which constitutes red emption wee 
the resurrection of Christ. For t he Res urrection der.,onatrated that 
God ' s work oi' mercy in sending t he Rodeemer to be a sa.orif ice for 
sin \JGO also a \.'l'ork o f po,1er and of ju(lonent; 1.n raising J"e.ous rran 
t he dead . God hod v i ndicated soodness, o .. nd filen could t herefore set 
t heir f a ith end hopo in Him. And these attributes of Ood are to b e 
se n 1 i l.:eW ;l se i n t! e lit e of the Church . Hi ~ mercy is manifested 
i..n t he renov ation of l;lwnan personality, which made of conTersion and 
b~ ~)t i.:Jm E.l ver i tub l e s econd birth . an(1 t urned a number of hitherto 
sep1:1re.t E: a nd het erogeIJeous inclividual s , bound by no tiea or loyalties 
to one a nother . into a poop l o 1.-1hc kae\•J t h ems e l ves to bo God's p eopl e . 
ca l le r· cut of darkness.14 

Tho aecond reforence tc baptism a s a "r ebir t hn occurs in :5'irst ? eter 

1 : 23 , 11bc i ne; b orn O.t;uin , no t o f corxu .P·tible se.ad, but of i ncorruptible, 

by t he liv i:lti end a b id i ng '; or d o f God. " Vers e 2J is the s econd halt of 

on~ sent enco compri o i ne vv. 22, 23 . 7erEe 22 s peaks of t h e sole purpose 

f or msn ' s r~b irth e n d purifica tion , naraely . a true, ste~ara st lOYc for 

the br o ·t hcr. Verse 23 points to the orig i n of W:ln's r ebirth, "the incor­

ruptib l e,. seed, fl!1d e lao the 1.0eana o:1' t h is r ebirth , 0 the livif.:f, end 
:> ~ 

abiJin6 ·:;o rd o f God . 11 Besides the u ae cf <A.'1/ 0... '( £. 'i'io..w , the3e roter-

e..nces to the o:r-ig i n end means of rebirth fill out the baptismal. oontent 

Th e wcun~ of "not corzuptibl o but incorruptible " a s the or1£ in 
.) 

o f r ebirth h i nges on the pre1>osition. £K. , \lh ich cleuotes orig i n , cause, 

l2n..i9.. • P • 21. 

lJosoar Cull.mann, Baptism .la !bJ? New Testament. Translated b7 ;r • 
.i{ . H. i--<eid (Lon dons B i,; X-.i ?r&sa, Ltd, 1951; , .P• 9. 

14Gelwyn • .2£• cit., P• 77 • 
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mot:tve, or roason.lS The word crrr~e~s can mean either •seed.11 or 

12 aowing .. nl6 Bea:re 3ees in th1s phraoo no moral connotation but a con­

trast of pennanen..;e 0.nd impe:rmanenae.17 The natural lite of man is 11of' 

corrupt ible seed n in tht:J uonae that lt is e c3entially transitory, it does 

.not: 11p2.~1ng f:i:'Oro an immortal s-:;iurQc . The new life of the Christian believer 

springs f rom 11 :J.ncorrupti.ble seed," becnuse it is of God's so"11ni:; and 

i nhorently ll!li!Ortal. 

S elw,Yn t :r.e:.,-:; u t:'lo o.t'igin of wan ' s 1:"c,birth as "God's creative graoe •• 18 

In t h is sense S elw-.1n equates t hA idea or. 11not oorr.uptible bnt incorrupt­

ible II wi t h t he l)rocrea t ion spoken of in .:r ohn l: lJ, lfhore 1 t aJ>eaka of the 

s ono of God O 
0 which were born, not of blood• not of the will of the f'leeh, 

" nor o f t ho vll l of ruan. but o f God . 0 Selwyn interprets a rro p o..s not as 

"seed " but a s 11 aowing 11 in the sense of God'l'l procrea1:i.on. 

'.!.'he means of ~n'a rebirth is expressed by t be words, "by the l1vinl; 

c1nd o.b idL, g . ·,io rd of' God . 0 'l,he prepooition 1 6 1~ , is used as means or 

i n st:r.wne.n t; .19 G1•aromatically tho r,articiples, "living and abiding, n could 

be a t tac hed to eithor 11',torcP or "God•" and there arc differences ot 

o p inion on this . Beare praters tal.d!l8 J~"To ::. o.nd,,_/ .,,o'iTos with ~t:o;, 

al tho•.Aeh he says thu t tho:, IiJl:ly als o apply to >. 6y ou • 20 Bigg, on the 

15william F . Arndt and F . tiilbur Gingrich, A Greek-EMlish Lep9.9Q 
.s;?,t~ New Testu.~ent (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1957), 
.P• 234. 

16Ibid., P• 770. 

l7Francis ·Jright Beare, !b,t First .Epistle~ f::eter (Ox1'ord: Basil 
Blackwell, 1947), P• 85. 

18aelwyn, .2R•....ill• • .P• 51. 

1911rndt, .2£• £.ll•, P • 179. 

20Beare • .2.12• .al•, P• 86. 



' 21 other he.nu, links t h em with >.oyou • Selwyn sgreee with BiBg on ihia 

point w:id eays a 

Linqui.t3tically • it scsns to me that, if' e~ o~ were meant to carry 
the Hoie.ht of two ouoh significant adjectives, it vould h.a~e been 
p l a c~·.d i mnediately o..fter >.~vou or at the and of the aentenaea aaning 
a::i :l.t dc>0s between t h o t wo a djectives it looks 1.:1s though it were not 
i nt~naed t o be emphatio.22 

" ':I I 
Beare.:..., aud S olwyn 1nter:pret Xotou as ref'errilll; to the Inoanllltion, 

24 \.' ' .... the Logo ;) o:f God. Both claim that "oyou goes beyond the f )1~4- 1D 1:2.5, 

which s t a nds f o r t he Goapel which was p reached u.nto tho recently conTerted 

ai d baptized Chr i stians. Since First ~etar reod5 as a baptismal homily, 
I 

t ho 1.cJrd ter prefe r s t o u;iclersta .ud ,\oyov a s the preached Gv.spel which the 

conve 1~~s .hocrd and by \:hich t ht:1y v:ert; b rcue;h to faith. The •Good Hews " 

.. a a ; he liv ing monsage whio.h Go c'l used as t he :mea11s to accomplish a rebirth 
~ I 

in t~,o heart s of' t h a converts . A yo,.yr.'1>10..v.:, is used here 1.D. the same sense 

a s in l:,;; , t h e trm.wf o:r·J.,ing of raau •~ heart into scmcthi.ng entii:cly new. 

De.nth to S in 

'l'he sccoucl opecif ic re.forenca to and <leacriptiou of beptis:n is •l)eath 

to Sin" in First .?eter 2,24. 11 1i.no peroonally es a sacrifioe carried our 

sins ill li.1s o-..in body to tho ,,uod • that , b e1r.ie.; r.lcu.d ·v: 1th reapect to our 

s i ns , 11e Lli ght livo t.o r iE;htoousness. 0 Verse 248 represents Christ as 

not only the siL-ofr erinc, who bore tho con.scquenc&s 01· the sil.s ot His 

p eople oa the: Cross, but H S tha priest who took the aina, or the siA-otterina 

21Chu:clGS Bi6b, A Critis;al u.nd focegetice.l 994!9e11t8.l'Y .9.a ~ Epistles 
9.S. fil.• Peter and fil.• ~ (Edinbu1·gh: T . & T. Clark, 1902). P • 123. 

22selwyn, ..212• ill•, P • 151. 

2.3i3ea re , .s.Q. a,i1. , p . 86 • 

2liseluy n , ~· ill•, P • 1.51. 
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and laid tb.e sacrifice on the altar of the Cross. Verse 24)> ahowe the 

oonsequ.encc and result of Christ's not upon His tollowors. Throush Him 

they have died to sin that they might l1Te unto righteousness. In its 

larger oo:ntext v erae 24 i s a part o f the section addressed to t ho olavee 

or aorvo.nts . vv. 18-25, where t hey are encoura ged to take Christ aa 

their example in su..ff'e ring . 

> I 
Thi s baptismal reference centers in the verb• ~ 1T o V ~ v o J4. & v o, • 

11 h0.ving d ied. 11 ,-1h ich ia t h e sac ona aorist middle participle of the Terb, 
.:, I 

~ IT ci y I v o ~ Cl 1 • ]'irst l' eter 2 z 24 ia the only occurrence of 1 t 1n the 

Ne;.; 'reste.ment a.ld it do es not occur in the Septuagint. Etyxnologically 
.> I I 

it i s a compound word composed of GI rro and YI VO µ..<i I • The basic 
., ( 

menning of ~ ~o is ae;arat1on from someone or something.25 AB a verb 

~1th ita own mcaninc. 
I 

YI VO ,.V.."l 1 means "come to be, b eccme. originate. 026 

I ts compound meaning i s "cease to be, · or "to cl1e . • 

Fraa the writings of the f irot f our centuries the verb was used as 

11 dep~1rt 11 1n the sense of death. Bigg reports the following usess 1n 

Dan . 2 :l Theodotian uses it in the sense of "depart from 11 ; in Herodotw, 

.> ,.. "' 
and Thucydidr.::.s 1t is _put \1her e 'l1TO r:10.vs.1v might have been used• perhaps by 

of ~uphemisru; Tatian 1 Galen, and .Plutarch uae it philosophically and balance 

I ~ I 'i!'f 
'f' f Ve.0-0~ , against eATT"Oy1yv'£C-9Q.1 1 "coming to be" a.gaillst 9 08881.na to be. • 

.> I 
In !l' irst Peter 2 s 24 Bigg interprets o. Tr o y • '1 o ;,.0.1 as 9 haT1ng tall en 

away, " o r •huving loosed from sins• 11 rather than "having died to sins. •28 

25Arndt, -Sm• .£!!• • P• 85 . 

2
~., P• 1.57• 

27B1gg • .22• R.11•, P• 148. 

2D. 
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.He ooys : 

Tt,u a Ct • .Pet er s peaks here of the dee th of Christ as hoving for e. 
dis tinct purpose that the believer should be set free from oin and 
broue h·c into the new life of righteous ness J but the .P~uline uooses 
of death ol' burial with Christ do not croe e his mind • .::9 

:> I 

Selwyn s imil arl y interprets o. 1T o y , vo#-~ , as an °actl1'1l absndoment ot sin 

rather t han r elenoe f ro:n gui lt 11 , he considers £ t • .Pe t er ' s though t pure4T 

ethi ca l and psyoholog ical i·athei ·'::ban paral lel to J:>aulille theol ogy 

( Rom. 6) .3° 
::, I 

On t h~ other hand ~ rro y , vop.0. 1 is taken strict ly a3 a d¥ing to sill , 

a n ::-\ d i roci par a l l el io Romans 6. Beare comments a 

The c l a u a e ~ t hat , ,b e i ng deed with resp ect t o our s ins , we might l 1To 
t o righte.ousneua ,2'.:} clearly ref lects dependf.lnce upo n ilOIIISns 6 , es­
peciall y vv . l0- 14, 18- 19. There ia aor. e thought ot 0 .more.l. ini"lu­
auc oa here , but it i s subordinated to t h e Pauline t houg) t of the 
affeoti ve po~er ~h ich brings us through death UAto a new lit e . The 
doctrine o f bapti sm a c t h e sacrament t h rou.£,h which we enter into 
Christ • a experience of death and resurrection i s a gai.o. brought t o 
their r emembrance . '!'h o ultimate meaning of thG cross 1a realized 
1n l!O on l y uheti i.e d ie t o t he old lif e ot sin and alienati on tran 
God , and el.lto:r· , un i t ed \lith Chr iot , into t he new life that God causes 
t o opr i.ng forth out o f t h e death of t he o l d . the regenerate lite 
which i o no lolll5er en.slaved t o sin but devoted to righteousness. 31 

Sal.oona i ei of t he same opinion , 

The ransom, from t he necessity of ourselves bearing the consequences , 
or l egal liabili~i ee of our sins . however , is not an end t o i tsel~ , 
I t is do ne with a riew t o the kill ine; o f the practical po-wer ot sin 
i n us . and to our leadins a new life • .A death unto the sins whi ch 
He bore is g iven h ere es tbe position into which we ~ere brou8ht 
once for all by Chri st ' s great a c t o f sin- bearins. Hence the 1.1se ot 
t h e h iot orical past nhaving died . •32 

> I 
?he writer prefers the 1.t1.terpret~tion of 'tlTO '(• 'IO)A.~1 as •haying 

30s elwyn , 522• ..21!•, P • 181 . 

31!3eare • 22• sll·, P • 124. 

32sa l.rr.ond , 2il• .ill•, P • 47• 
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d iodn t o sin . to t he interprote.tion of "ubandoment" 01' 01.A ill the pu.rti!ly 

ethical sc;::..;o . Tho !'ormo~ nK·l~ni.:ig is 1n keeping ·dth the Biblical view 

of bapt ism 13.!l 0 p ei ·"tioipotion i n the <footh and resurrection of Christ ," 

uhorell;r we ore borri oncu nnd r..c.do ~~ors of Christ• a Church.33 Frenter , 

\:/hilo doocr i bin~ t ho s~;ir1t 'l3 t;o:,:-k i n boptism, says, 0It is truly putting 

the olcl man i n uc to death antl by re.1Gin{; the new man tbct God f ulfills 

tho promioc o f f <>rgiv0nei::o in us a .::id truly gives us salvat i on in Ghrist . r34 

Prc.ntcr !\irtho!'U:Orc points cut: 

Iu the si{sn of b!ip'Uam a.rid its signifioe..nce wl:.ich is realized by C'i0d 
hi.!'.wel j' , c .. 1:- life tdth its denth ~d resurrection is placed 1 _ real 
llnS..ty 1.i·ch (chc deu t h ond r-osurrecti o :.:: of Chr ist. and thus is bor~ to 
live etcrnally . 35 

:, I 
v t . Poter3o u ~e of Cl 7T O V, vaµ.Q.1 iD a nirect parallel to the thoughts 

02t.,oressod i n Rctnans 6 • nr...t.rneJ.y , through baptism ve ore dead to s in a nd alive 

u nto God . Hom. 6 : 2 . 11I:OOw yE- no t, tha t so msny of us a s were baptized 

into Joou3 Christ were bopt!zed 1Dto his death'in Verce 6. 0 l{na.till8 this , 

t !-1at our old mon is c1,uo1fied t1ith hirn 0 tht:t the body ot sin might be 

dostroyod , that h0nc c.. for tt. \10 should not ser.-ve sin. n Verse 7, • For he 

t ha t i s de.ad is freed f r c::a sin. " Verse 11 1 °L1ke\l1ae reckon ye also your­

selves to b e dead indeed unt o sin , but ' l!vo W1to God through Jesus Christ 

our !.ord. 0 Verse 13 , "/eit her y~~ld ye iour met.bare as inst~enta of 

unrie}ltcousn0s s unto sin, but yield 7ourselve a unto God , as t ho se that 

are a.live f~ the dead , and you:r mccl>orn as i natr..11T:cnts of riehtcousness 

unto Ood . 11 

3:3Gul.lmann, ~· ill•, P • JO . 

34negin i.'renter, ~~ _Qrqetor I tre.uolated by John M. Jensen 
(Philadel phia: t·~ble.nb ~rg Press, a.19..!)J ) , P• 147• 

35~., P • 157• 
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In the light of First ? eter as a baptismal homily the preterred ill-
> I 

terpretatio.n of o.1To '(l vo""'CA.' is "havint; died to sin. •· It coincides vi"b 

the daninant thd'OO of l :J-4,ll, .llt:mlely, th~ c.:rcation c,f a new lii'e through 

the covenant e stablis hed by Christ, and a loo the oblieat1ona of tbooe 

"n ew0 people towards their tallow believers E).nd to t ho Gc:r1tile vorld about 

t hem. The Epistle treats the nature of the Christian life, and chapter 

t ao v e;::cao t weuty-four points to t h e initial act of having died to sill in 

bapt ism, whereby wo are able t~ ljve t he new life in righteousness. 

J.ntity_pe oi' t h u § loo c:! 

'l.'he l a s t t wo des criptions of ba p t i .sr,1 are an antityp& of the n.ood 

and a 1ipl0dgeA to God , both located in chapter three vers6 twenty-one. 

11Th i a -..et c r :i.n bop ti.om now sa·res you, too• who a.re the counter part, not 

th~ r ar~ val of filth from t he body but a s ea l of contract betveen n good 

oonacionce and God, by t h e r esur r e ction of J'asus Christ." '3apt1sm as an 

antitypo of t h e Flood is f ound in the main claus e of the sentoncti. "Thia 

water i.o bupt1Sill no\-, sa.reo you• too, who are the counterpart• b1' the 

1·t:surrection of J'esua c;hriat. 1• Bcptism as a plede;e to Cod ia tound in 

t Le parenthe &is and sei v ea a s n further E:~planation of the sacr amen1., 

tt:uot the r emoval of f ilth f.'rcm the body but a seal of contract between 

a good conscience and God. ~ 

In t ho deocr 1pt1on of baptism&~ all &ntitype of the Flood there ia 

no ,;.ctW:,l theologiclll 3iE,ui!icunce but ouly a grephic portraynl ot baptism 

es en event corresponclillg to tht: li'lood. It uorresponds in two wa:,sa first, 

the water w~u the instrumeLt whioh savod Noah (3:20) a...d water alao sa.Yea 

the Christ ieils a Sboor,d • the Christians of l:1etl!.lr• s day were the counter­

p8l:'t, or corr·osrionci te> lio&h tind his fSliJ.l,Y in the ark. Beare cClllllentsa 
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But t h e only t h ings which Peter sots disti.notl.y in the relation of 
type e nd antitype are water as preserYing lite in Noah's Generation. 
a.nd water as seving souls in Peter's own generat ion. The compar1aon. 
therefor e, is not b etwe tin the Flood t111d Baptism, but a1mply between 
water in one aerYice and water in another. \:/hat ant1typ1cal water 
i s i n tended is at once made olea r by the a ppended def'inition, 
"baptism • .,36 

Gr a!!.IL"llOtically several difficultie s arise ~1thin t he Greet construe-
c. ' \ c. ""' :. I #ti\ I f 

tion of the sentence , 0 1(0.I V,".0..S O..VTITUiTOv VI.JV O"lf~c.l /30.Tf'TIS.JA,c,... 

There a r o t wo point s in question, wha t is the antecedent ot the nomina-
, 1 ~ I 

tiv o o , a nd t o what doea o.. v T• ruiTov refor in t he sentence. There are 
~ ,, 

t hoS cl wh o p refer reeding w 1notea d o ? o , but t h e attestation for this 
' 

r cadina is woak.37 Bi GB s uggests 11vater" or nsaved by water" in verse 

t went y as t he a.nt uc odent for~ ,36 which ie probably t he ee.sieat render-

i ng . 
> I C.I 

To avoid the difficulty of taking o...vT1rv;rov with o and with 

(lQ
1
TrTt O' JA. °'- , S elwyn s ugges t s ta~~i ng it in apposi tion to ~ ,,.c.,,.'~.s .39 

Following his suggostione the Greek reads , n'l'hie water in baptism nov 

3av eo you, too, ul o are t he counterpart. n 

~ I 
The word, o..vT1Tvtros., as an adjective meons "correspondi.Qg to some-

' t h i ng tbo.t ha.a gone b etore, 1t a s s econdary to the Turro~ ; as a subatantiTe 

it means 11a oopy, antitype, rop reaentation. 114° The word oocura only 

t wice in the New Testament, 1n First lJeter J a 21 a s an edjectiTe, and 1n 

36aeare, .2:2• .ill•, P• 148. 
;/;' 

31 4' is the reading proposed by Erasmus and tavorej by iiort, who 
regarded ~ a s a primitive error tbouBh he allowe 1 it to stand in his t ext. 
The naninativc is the readina of all the u.noial a {except~.,..) end ~ of 
the good cursives; the dative ie found in a l a rge number, p robably a 
majority, of t he interior oursives. In spite ot the weakness or attesta­
tion, the dative a ppears to be the true reading. 

39.selwyn, .2J2.• Jc.ll•, P• 203. 

,40 Arndt, .2£• s.11•, P • 15• 
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Heb. 9:24 as a substantive. Following Selwyn's BU88estion or taking 
) ' 
0..VTITUTJ'OV <. " 1n apposition to uµ.""s • the Christian believers to wbara 

Peter is wri t i ng "oorreapond• to Noah and his ternily within the ark. 

l?ledga to God 

The fourth and f'inal specific reference in the baptismal homily is 

baptiam as a 0 plcdg e 0 to God. Thia reference occurs in the parenthesis 

o f v e rse tll.'enty-oua of' chapter three, 11not the remova l of f'ilth from the 

body but a s eal of contra ct between a good conscience and God." The 

meening of this r e terenoe depends upon the lnterprotation of the Greek 
;, I 

\·1ord , €. 1T c e w T 'l'J .M. oi. , \lhich does not occur elsewhere aa a noun 1n the 

Hew TeotEmiont but docs as a verb meaning 11 to ask. "41 I n the ~ ptuagint 

t h e v erb f orm i s used e.s •·a~king " end "consultinG. 0 42 The t wo contrast­

i ng thoughts in this re~erencc a re first, "not the removal of filth rrom 

t ho body • 11 s e cond , nbut a s eal o f contract b etween a. good oonacience and 

God. ' The f'oriller shows uhat bap tism is not , wh 1le the latter defines 1 t • 

It is p robable that .reter was s a feguard.ins against a mechanical i.Dterpre­

tation of baptism by inserting the parenthesis. Vithout it the sentenoe 

views water 1n baptism as the instrument which saves. i ith tbe parenthe­

sis Peter points to the necessary inward side of the sacrament. the 

"pledging" of a c;ood oonscienoe to God. 11 0 The cleansing in Baptism is 

not physica l but aacr amente1.•43 
:;, I 

Various meaninc;a have been a tta ched to the word, enc E' w T'>'l.Ao'O\.. • 

4lot. ~.iatt. 16,11 is.ark 9,32; 111291 12 1341 Luke 2,46; 619; 20,40; 
Hom. 10 ,20; I Cor. 14135• 

42selvyn • .22.• s..U.•, P• 206. 

431Rjg,. • P• 204. 
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\H.nd1soh considers it a nprayer ror a good conscience." "Die Taute 1st 

da.nn Bitto um oin reineo Gew1sson oder auoh Bitte mit roinem Gewiaaen.•44 

Beare agrees \Ii th \'/1nd1ach although he allows other possible interpre-

ta tions. 45 Beare adds the comments 

Th1H appeai·a to be a reference to a part of the ritl.lal tolloved in 
the admi~istration or the sacrament, a prayer addressed to Cod by 
th e convert• askin~ forgiveness and tuward cleanein6 and the power 
to live in accordance ~1th His w111 .46 

Kittel a lso renders the word as a request for a good conaoience.47 The 

word i s a lso translated es 11 question11 or 11dema.nd • .,48 and as the interro­

gation ~hich is addr es sed to God by a good consc1ence.49 

Salmond olso r ecords its ueage in several of the Bibl1~al versions.So 

'I'he .Authorized Version is alone among the old English versions to interpret 
;, 

€ Tf l(:>W T ") ~ C\ as "anS1Jer . 11 The i)"ycl1tfe versi :Jn reads, 11 the asking of a 

good conscienoe in God. 11 Tyndale and Cranmer use rl the foll.owins, "in 

that a good consoienoe cons enteth to God. '' The Genevan version reads, 

"in tha t o good consoience maketh request to God. " 
;, I 

J...nother posaible meaning tor t. 'TT€ (? w T-:, ,i,..~ which conveys the most 

meaning for First Feter .J: 21 1n 1 ts bapt 1amal framework ls •pleqe, " the 

Latin idea o~ sti:pu.lat10.Sl There 1s some evidence in pap71"i tor the 

44Hans :·tindisch. Die Katholischep ~. J.a flepdbuoh a Neuep 
Test e t, edited by- Herbert l?reish:er (Tt!bingena Verlea 1 • C. B. Mohr 

? aul S iebe~ • 1951), XV, 73• 

4.5B care , .s;w.. .£ll.. , .P • 14 9 • 

46ll!!,g. 

47Gerhard Kittel, Tbeologiaohes wdrterbuqh Zum ii8 Y.!B Teetemep) 
(Stuttgart : Verlag Von ~; . Kohlheumer, 1935), P• 686. 

4~1gg, ,Sm• a.ll.•, P• 165. 
4 9sa1mond • .2ll • .£11 • , p. 64. 

soll!g. 

Slt.10ulton and .Milligan, .sm• .ill.•, P• _231. 
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word bei.ng used for the tormal question and oonaent which sealed a 

contract. Tllia would be very suitable for the rite ot baptism which 

52 included the C!iristian • s consent ot faith. 'l'he meaning would then be 

11 0. pledge of a good coneoienoe toward God. 11 AB ~elwyn says• ''The idea 

that baptism. was o seal of oontraGt given by a good oonacience towards 

God providGs a good antithesis to the 'putting-otf ot tbe tilth ot the 

flesh .• n53 

The saving power in baptiao is inuicatea in the last four words of 

"" 'f.._p 1vTOU • As in l a3 where the reaur-

rection 1.o the !Ileruit- by wh ich God per.forms our •rebirth," so here the 

reDurrect1on i s the auving power in bapti~. This is done by upplyin& 

to t he person l>aptized t ht: benefits of Chriot • a death a nd resurrection. 

ln summe.ry • thtJ S!lecific references to baptism within the homily 

preoent o. complete theolot;y on baptism. with tho exception ot a epeoifio 

r o.ference to the Holy 5vir1t. The l!oly .Spirit does receive emphasis 

within the homily, howev~r. in the salutation and also in 1110-12. In 

the salutation the "new• covenant io esta blished through the sanctifying 

octivity of the Holy Spirit. Baptism 1s described as a complete traufor­

mation of man, motivated by God' 6 \lord. 1DYolY1118 a dyill8 to sin and a 

new life unto righteousness, unu also the pledge ot a good conscience 

to Glod. 



lsl4, Children of Obedience 

Vt3rse 14, ''As children o f obedience, do n<.>t continue to pettorn your 

C. 

tlsmal reference occurs in th~ Greek phrase, WS 

"chil dr en of o'bedie.nce . 11 Th0 t.;~nitive. 
(. '\ 

Ulr'lKo-,, s , i s obje ctive, 

T".uoro i s b ;.1p tisrrlfll Di $nitican ce in tbs word T e.1<. V<l. •co.ildren, • 
~ I 

r e f l(?1vti1~ the verb O.."io...y s_vvo.. w , 1tt>orn a ga1.c. " in 1,3 1 23. In bnptiam 

b elievers are born acain to l.'>e the •lhildr .. in ot God : there has taken place 

a r ebirth in their tundW"11eu~l ehare.cter a::::i.d in this Sen30 they are 

'' ohi.ldran " onoll again. The t er m • children of" ls an Hebraism and ooours 

in t h e Olrl Tosttiment and many times 1n ·the New Testl'!moa.t. 2 

C. ,'\ 
There.: are al::,o lJupt iamal implicatioua in the word, v 1T ~ 1<.o-, s. , 

::obedience " ; because it rei'leotiJ the covenant relationship between God 

anu 100D w~ich is eatablished at bap tism. •Obedience• is one of the basic 

lFrancis \iri~t Bee.re, lb.!! I1'1i:st L;pi;;,tl~ gI, i'eter (Oxt'ord, Baa1l 
Blaclo,ell, 1947), P• 71. 

2ct. Charles Bigg, I! Critical, an~ E.p,getigel Oommentau: .Sil~ 
§piutles .Q!.fil• Peter ua 21• ~ ( Ed.,inbllrffh• T. & T. Cler~,, 1902) ,, 
P • 113. IJl the Old Testament• Tc!:K'<Cl. q1.·w>.t:1"-s, Ia. 5.3•41 uaos QQ.v'a.To1.1, 

I ~ A. ._nh I 
II Sam. 12s5; in the Nev Teatmnenta Tt."-"°" oe~., s. , .1:,.,,_. 21.3; TE.1<.vC1. 

I I I 14 .._ ' _.. cpw'tos, :Bph. 5s.8; T~"'-v'~ f'~TQ.f>OS , II Pet. 2a I u101 Tll~ 
> ' 6 6 '- ' ' ' c. J I"""' Cl.tr'€1EJ ~ lQ..S t Ephe 2t2,; Cole Jt; UIOI (pWT'O~ J<.a.1 "'!"4£eet..S I ._"c,88e 

5:.5; v~;~ e!e~""'s , Lk. lOs6; 0 u~~s T~::. ~lt'w>.e'1A.S• II Theas. 2:.31 
Yohn 17i12. 
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obligationa of man within the coTenant es established b7 God through 

Jesus Chri st, ls2, "tor obedience to Jeaus Christ and the s prinkling ot 

His blood. " Ono a spect of' this ner .. life ot obedienoe to God requires 

that they do not continue to pa\tern their lives aooording to th.e luata 

of t h eir fo1mer ignorance as pagans, 1,14. 

Ther efore th~ough bapt1om bolievere are •children" ot the new cove­

nant ; t h ey have entered upon a new life in a relation.ship with God who 

r e quires t heir obedience. They ore noh1ldren" in respect to their youne 

l i f e of f a i t h a nd in r e spect to their reocnt membershi p 1A God's 

household. 

l: 22 1 Soulo Purified by Obe· ' ience to the Truth 

e roe 22 , "r/ith your souls purified by obedience to the truth, tor 

a s i ncer e lovt:o of t h~ brethren, love one another earnestly tram the 

heart • 11 Th e implied baptismal reference is in the first portion of the 

\ \ c. J\ C:. I > " , "- J\ :, I 

v erae , TCl.':. cµux,.o..s V ~ W'I "'1Y"''ICOT<,<; €.'I/ rn ulT"-KO,? T)J!. Q.A.., 8f.1c>.S • 

n .1th your aouls purified by obe,:ience to the truth. 0 

c:.. I , I 

The vorb, 1'/V"''<Hc.s, 1s the perfect partioiple ot oy~1~w • which 

means cto purify" eith~r ceranonially or morally.3 In the Saptu98int it 

is ul;:led of the ritual puri!ioation ot worshippers or of Yessels to be 

used in worship . (Cf. Num. 6s3; Ex. 19:10; II Chron. Jl:17t.) Tho Yerb 

he.s a similar usae.:,e 1n tho New Testament. J'ohn 11,55, •Luid the J'ewa' 

passover was nigh at hand, and meny went out of the ?9llntry up to 

Jeruae.lEID before the paaeover, to puritJ• thernselves. 11 (Ct. also Aota 

3:oseph Henry Thayer, A Greek-Bpgl1$ Lfpgop At la.I lin: Teattw,nt 
(Chicago: .American Book Company, c.1889). P• 7• 
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The adject1Te. 

cereL,oniul pur 1 ty. 

' I "'y. vos , a ppears alve.ys to be uaeu ot moral ond not 

The verb also is used in the moral sense in the Nev 

Testoment. Jo.mes 4 a8 says, "purify your hearts. • J'irst John J sJ • "ETeey-

one 'that hat h t his hope in Him puritieth himself even as He is pure. 11 J..a 

Beare suggeata. botl'l meanings of 
,; I 

o. y v, 'S v.J are represented 1n First Peter 

l:22.4 He says , "The ritual purification represent ed by baptism is 

efficacious i n the s phere of t he moral life (ct. 3 221) 1 1n baptism, they 

hav e purified their soula. n5 

This interpretation is supported by the presence of the perfect 

participle which oonnot suggest a process of puriticat i on or a continuing 

attitude, bu t must render the phrase, 8by obedience to the truth,• as a 

particul ar act.6 Baptism can correctly be understood as the c ct of 

obedience to t ho t r uth of Ood' a \lord by \:lhich the sou.le of the converts 

had been sanctified. Baptism i o their response ot faith to the proola• 

m:ation of tho 11 truth , " wh ich is the Gospel. As S el\tyn suggests. the use 

:> I 
o f o. >- "1 Gt: 1 a.., 11tru th• n is particularly appropriate to show the contrast 

between the truth of Christianity and the tals~hood ot beathenism,7 

\lhioh Peter had jus t \·Jarned against 1n 1 :14.18. 

Preisker plac~s great emphasis upon t he perfect participle 1n verse 

c:. ' 22, -.., y v, 1< o T i.. s , "purified , 11 by suu;es ting tha t t he eotual act of bap-

t ism took place between 1,21 and 1,22.8 Freisker bases hie 6pin1on on 

4Bee.re , ~. .£11. • p. 83 • 

5,W£. 

6.!lwl•, P• 84. 

7Edward Gordon Selwyn, lll! First Epistle Ill.~- Pe$er (London, 
Viacmillan & Co., Ltd, 1955), P• 149• 

BH.ans Windisch, Die Ka thol1ache.n Briete • in U@pdb!,loh g Neuep 
Testament, edited by Herbert Preisker (Tub1D8ena Verlag 1. O. B. l-1ohr 
(Eaul S iebecE), 1951), XV, 157. 
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the fact thnt sauot1ficat1on of souls ia spoken of oo a future net in 

J. :J-2l, w. i l e it i.a .s . .1firfect set in l :22. 9 Fr eiakor conaiclers the 

entixe Epistle of .!:'irst .Feter. a~ one continuous worship serv100 during 

which t ile ac !:. of bovtism took i;le.ce .10 

!n :Junmr.Jzy • the act o f baptism io implied ill l :.22 1n the perfect 

participle,; ich pointa to a definito act that has been accomplis hed . 

By 3Ubrai tting to the t=uth of t h e Gospel and to the act of baptism, the 

Chrl st i a:1 conv e .rte 0 p t:.Tify11 t heir souls. 

2:2 0 Just-born Infants 

Ver se 2 1 "Like just-bo:i:-n infe.nts yeo.rn for tbc pura Llilk ot the 

.,ord th.'.lt you wa y gcow up by 5.t to .sa lv-ation, aceing tbat you have tasted 

tbcl t the lord is s r aciouo. " The implied bap tismul reference ic in tha 

phr a se , ~> > p"t1'<f11v 11T0S fief<f.) 11 , 11l ike just-born i nfants." Thio ie 

the only use o f ~ fl T , V f v v ~ ~o s :i.n the Ne..-1 Tes tamer.at a nd 1 t ~ eans 

" newborn .. nll Th o i~pootle in t h.G verse is ursing h i.a readers t o t;row to 

spiritual .II!,'.lturity by means o f tho milk of the :·;ord . The p icture is that 

of an i n f a nt cravi.o,t6 tor ito Mother 's miU •• a nd so the recent converts 

should crave a nd erow !Jl t h e '.iord. 

The ,phrase , "like · just-born ir.1.fa.11.ts, 11 watches the t hought of the 

participles u eed in l:J,2J which speak o f Tceeneration and oow birth.12 

9:rb id., PP• 156 • .57. 

lOrb:ld., P• 157• 

ll·,1111iam li' . l lrl'ldt and \Ji lbur Gingrich, A Qreek-Ep.gJish LQxigQJ. 9l. 
!!lJ! ~ Testoment COhioagos University oi' Chiaego Press, 1957), P• 110. 

R. c. H. Lenski, lhs?. ;nter12rett!tion a-' .lla. Epi§tles ~- Pote,, ~-
1.s?l!n fill5! ~. bl,~ (Colwnbu.ss ;!e.rtburg Preas, c. l9lo), P• 78. 



The aaeooiation or this phrase with baptiam lies 1n the concept o~ 

"rM>irth," wherob:r th~ reoantly con·-rerted and baptized believers oa.n be 

considered "babes in the f'a!th. 11 Beare states that the phrase collld 

hardly be used with S.."lY appropriateness ot the genel'Sl body o f Christituls 

in the provi.L'J.ces rutJotioned in the; salutotion, w1oh had been established 

same ti!irty y~a.ra before 1 on t.he \lther he.nd , the words are ~holly appropri­

ate to deeoribe t ha condition or oonvarts who had jnst been reo~ivet\ 1.nto 

the church by ba;rl:iS!ll. 
13 

'l'h13 verse, 212, eign1fiC£,ntly appears ill the Introit tor the tirst 

SurJ.day a.ft er Easter , ~1Jilasimod9£3er!l:ll• On this Sunde.( the newly baptized 

in 'the early Chul'ch reaoi7eu Hol,r Communion tor the r11.~at time. 

In surr,mu·y , the ph.rese c1oee not present a. doctrinal matter but A 

graphic p icture of those who recently entered the covenant relationship 

with God througll a "rfJbirth" in baptism. 

2ilO, God'D Peo_ple by Mercy 

Since throl.LBh baptism mun enters God• s coTenant • there 1a another 

implied r~ference in 2:10, nyou who were onoe no people are now a peop1e 

or God; you who knew nothing or mercy have nov experienced moray.a 

Through 'bapti&l'.l mankind is b.:>rn again , caupletely ch0ll8ed into a new 

people of C.Od • and the.>' also ex9ar1ence the meroy of God in Christ their 

Savior. It is only through baptism that mankind can become the people ot 

Verse lOa retleets Exodus 19•5, "Now therefore, it you will obey JD¥ 

voice and keep JD¥ coveneAt, you shall be my own poase:.ssion anong all 

peopleG; for ell tho eartiJ. is mine." The ac,yen,ant rele.tioash.lp coupled 

l.3J3.are, 9.ll• s.il•. p. 88. 
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wi'th obedience mnd,;1 tho Xsraelitea Go,1•s owD poaeeesion. Through baptism 

r 0.ferences to th e I-Thou rala tionship with in the Cld Testa.me lt connant 

ere J er. 7: 23; 11:3-4; 24:7; Ezek. 11:20; J7s26-27; Zech. U:8. 

veirs e 1.0... r oflect o t.!'lc deso't'i,lrliion of tile covenant Cod c! Exodus 

33 WJ d 34. I n cha p t e;i:;:- JJ God e i;r~as to l 'enew the covenant vt i th Israel 

a;:..d them reV6al::: Iiil:r,ael ;.' to Moe.us. In 33,19 God proolaims His name as 

"l -wUl b e ara c iou s to wtcm l will be srac1ous, a nd will show mercy on 

who!!i I will ailov mGrcy. " II. chu_ptox J4, where God renews the covenant, 

God proc l aiI)1...s }{iffi,90lf to ri,oaes on ;:.1011nt Sinai as cThe .L.ord, the I.ord, 

a God me r-cif u l and c:,r1=1oic ue;. • n • • Baptism is the ?llo6A8 whereby man 

e :xpcrioncc s t he ~ e r .::y o f God , .;h on Goel for Christ' s aaice accepts him 

i n t o :us spi ritual kingdo.n. 

316, Children of Sarah 

V'erac 6. "Of h l;,)r you have beco?ne children as you keep doing good and 

do not b ecome terrified victims of intimidation." This 1...iplied reference 
~ :, I I 

l i e s in t ue words, 11s e ye: v'll/ e11 n TllO'i:t • "vhoa-9 children you became. 11 

In its l arGer cont~xt it i n in the section addressed to the wives, 311-6. 

l n vv. 5-6 Sarah 1s praasnt~d as the "f-'.i'ot.b.er" of all w~en ot hope. 

'I'o b e alile to asoocia te t his phrase ~ith. baptism depends U.!,'\011 tbe 
;:, I I 

interpretation of e.'i E. 'l'l<J 9">J ,e. , aorist of y, vo)ILC\f. Boore, cites two 

possibilities .14 It lll3¥ be take.n as a timeless or gnomic aorist, vh1ob 

would interpret it as• •~you .show yourselves true <laaEh!.8l."'8 ot S&rah." 

Or it could ba taken as pi:t.St ti.ale, "you l ,aC5.lle her da~ters. p In the 

lattor aenae the phras& oould r~ter to baptia:n, whe~ the b~lievi.Dg vaaea 

l4llwl., .P• 130. 



embraced their faith ond became members of the spiritual household. 

4 ,3, Fomer IJ.fe ot J~vil How a Closed Chapter 

Verso 3, "li'or the time that has nO'.r paosed was quUe lons e.noush 

for you to hove ~orked out and praotioed the wishes ot the heathen as you 

walked i n a cts o: public indecency, in the pursuit ot lust• in the 

drinking of wine, 1n revelry, in drinking bouts, and la111less acts ot 

i dol a try. ~ The ~ lied baptiamal reference 1n this pasaeee 11ea in the 

t hree porr~cts , the i t> ~ onine; and t h eir force. kll three em.,hasize that 

t he old way of' l i fe i s o. past thine. The three perfects are 
I 

1. lT °'-e E.. /\ 17 >. u B~ s , perfect active pa rticiple of 1TQ.e ce )(,,O JA-~I, 

I 

"pass , paas by. 0 'l'be subject of t h i s ped'ect 113 ~ f o'lo ~ , 11t1me.•1 "The 

time t bat hes n ou paooed " i a s e t over aga inst 11 t he time that is left to 

you " ( lp 2) . -:.:'h e point of' t h ia p ori'ect is thnt "the conversion to Christ 

d i v i des t heir past l i f e vhich bas been mi s directed and misspent :from 

·th e ir r emD.ininc:- <loyo upon earth which are to be dedicated to 1.he only 

t rue gooa . ulS 

' 2 . Ko.. r e. 1 C' '{Q. rr 8 a., 
I 

, perfect middle infinitive of l<..C\. Tc e 'y°'- ~ O,L.L~, 

"br1D.B about, produce, work out. " The direct objects of this verb are 

t hos e t h ings 'l:lhich characterized t he former lUe of the readers. 'l'hese 

evil a ctions are ''the lusts of your :f'omer ignorwice• which :Pe,er warns 

against 1n l:l4,. 
I 

rre.n-oe el1)'\,t.:'lOIJS, perfect _particip le ot 

duct oneself, live, walk. " This verb em,phaaized that the~ '"practicecP 

t h e lusts ot evil i n t heir daily lives. 

In sUDIIIElry, iiho three perteoto emphasize the thought t hat the past 

l.5 DJ,.g., P• 154• 
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l:ite ot ?et er•s :readers is a closed chapter, and this 00t.1ld Tffey clearl.7 

point to thoi r baptism when they were born again to a new life. Beare 

saya, 6 The language here indicates once again that those who are addresaed 

stand precinoly at t he t urning-point of lite which is marked by bap t1an • • 16 

The following in.sights on boptiam a.re derived from theee implied 

references . By submittinu to t h e truth of the Goapol and to the act of 

bapti::m1, t he v"hrintien converts, aa children of te.ith and of Cod's 

household, have purified their souls, become the people ot God and heTe 

receivoJ mercy. In t his relationship with God their former life of evil 

is o closed and forgotten chapter, end they now feed and grow on the 

1,ord. 



First ~'etar l:J- 4zll :.'.'eads like a baptiamal hc:mily. The hcoily as a 

whole s peaks of t he nature of the Qiriatian's new lite. N.en baa entered 

into o. n et1 velG.tionsbip t·Jith God , \11th the rooul t thot a complete turn~ 

about hae te.ke.11 pla ce in man. Ma n ba a been reborn , and this takes place 

in ba p t is111. Th i s n e\1 beginning in one's life requires now attitudes and 

responaibili t i os to11ard God , tot1ard fellow belieYers , and. toiio.rd society 

in general . !J.l of theee oblisations are clearly spelled out and neatly 

arrang ed within the hanily. Furthermore , the homily contains four spe­

cific ref er~ncoa io baptism and many implied references . There is also 

miden ce within the homily of in..<!tractional material for baptismal candi• 

dates as used in the early Church . 

The bept1am.ol hanily is set 11,ithin the framework of a new covenant 

rela tionship with God. Tile essential elements and tenninoloa of the 

origL--ial Old Tostament covenant a.re mentioned. This new coTenant was 

established by God t hr<>UGh the sprinkling of the blood ot Christ. Those 

'111ithin the oovenant a1·e "God ' s ohoae.u people , a royal priesthood , a holy 

nation, God • s poosesaion. • '.].'hey e:iperience the forgiveness of their 

sins through Gh rist , and as a.s.su.reci of an eternal illhcritance with God 

1n Hoaven . Man• o obligations are obedie.DCe to God , holinees modeled 

after the holiness ot God , and e :f'aithtul witness of God ' s glory and 

praise to others. For Uew Testament Christians man entera this new 

relationship with God by the r i te ot baptism. 

'l'he specific references to baptiam are the toll aii1ns a 
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1 . A rebirth , I11rot I 'eter 1 ,.3 ,23. Thi s c.1et:cribes a oomplet e t l'ans-

formation of man , 111hich is ot di"f'ino origin , a ccompl ished through the 

reeurrec~don o i: J'eous Christ frcm the dead , and through the; instrumental 

means o f the livi ng a nd abiding i'lord or God . 

2 . Death t o sin , 11"'ira t Pe t e r 2,24.. Through bo.ptism u_ian dies to sin 

and i e enabl cl to live 't:he new; lif e in ri~teouanesa. 

3 . Type o f the Flood , Firot .Peter J 121 . -later ;,,as the 1nstrw:aent 

wh i ch aaved Noah , and wat e r al.so s avea the Christians in baptism. ..-\lso 

t he Chri stians in ~ot0r •s day who received baptism correspond to Noah 

and h is fami l y i n t he ark. 

4. .?ledge to God , l?il'.·s t Pete r 3, 21 . Ba ptism is the pladge ot a 

eood cousoience to,1ard God . 

The imp l i e d refo1·cnces to baptism are t h e following s 

l . Chi l dren ot obedie.noe , First .Peter 1,14. Through bapt ism beliners 

a l.'e "c h i ldren II o f t he neu covenant; they are j ust beginning a n ew lite 

i n a r ola t ionshi p with God who requires their obedience. 

2 . ~ou.l~ purified by obcdienoe to the truth , First Peter l 122 . By 

sub:nit ting t o t he truth of 'the Gos pel and t o tho a c t of baptiam, man 

upurifiea ~ h i s soul . 

3. Just- born inf'flUts , First .i.Jeter 2,2. As an infant craves tor its 

r~othor •s mil k , so th~ newly baptized bel ievers are led t o crave and grow 

on t he ford of \Jod. 

4. Children of Sarah , i'irst .eeter 3 ,6. Throuoh bapt1Blil the belin1ns 

wa:aen beoane the children of Sarah , the l·.otber ot all wanen ot hope. 

5. God ' s people by mercy , First .i'eter 2 110. Baptism is the means 

whereby man experiences t h e mercy ot God, whu God t or Christ • a sake 

accepts him into His spir itual Kingdom as one of His own people. 
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6. Former lite of ovil now a closed chapter. First Peter 4,3. 

'I'hrough b nptis.n the old ,1a y ot' life hes come to an end. 
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