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Book Review — Qiteratur

Biblife Theologie ded Alten Teftaments in Heilgefdidtlidher Eniwidlung.
Bon Lic. Withelm Mbller und Lic. Hans Mbller. 527 Seiten 614X9%.
Yeclog bon Johaunes Herrmann, Jwidau, Sadfen. Prei: Gebunben,
M. 13.50; gebeftet, M. 12.50.

TWiv begrither mit Freuben bas Gridjeinen bicfes Werls und mwitnfden iHm
and) in unfern Reeifen moglicht weite Verbreitung. Wilhefm Mbller ift ja aud
unter uns af8 waderer Verteidiger gefund Tuthecijder Theologie und eifriger Ve
fimpfer ber fo verberblihen Bibeltritit belannt. Ec ift einer ber twemigen Ge=
Ierten, bie ¢8 wagen, offen der in unjerer Jeit {dier al8 alimidytig und allmeife
geltenben ,Bibellritil* entgegenzutreten und dafitr die Schmad) und ben Spott
ber wiffen{daftlichen Theologen auf fich ju nehmen. G8 gereidht uns ju bejon:
becer Freude, bah aud fein Sobhn, der als Mitautor genannt wird, in die Fuk:
fapfen feine8 Waters tritt, iie ja audh MslNers Sohn und Todter an feiner
vor brei Jabren erfdjienenen .Ginleitung in das8 Alte Teftament* mitgearbeitet
baben. Wir twollen diefer tapferen Kampfer in unjerm Gebet gebenlen und Gott
bitten, daf er fie tweiter ftdrfe und feinen Segen auf ifhre WArbeit lege. Man follte
bann aber aud) feiner Wnerlennung der BVerfaffer fotoie de8 BVerlagshaufes, bas
¢3 getoagt Dat, dies Wert in Drud 3u gebenm, dbadurd) Ausdrud verleifen, daf man
fiy bas Bud) beftellt und fleifig fudiert. Tan iird die Ausgabe nidt Hereuen.

Der Verfaffer befolgt nidht bie Methode, daf ex dic einyelnen Lehren ber Reihe
nad) befpricht, Gr behanbelt die Gefdhyichte der Entividlung ber altteftamentliden
Theologie nad) der gefchichtlichen Folge der cingelnen Bitder, unfever Meinung
nady die befte Weife, tweun man einen fiberblid itber die gefdyichtliche Entwidlung
der Theologie im Alten Teftament gelvinmen will. Ein angefilgted Regifter er:
mdglidyt e5, bie eingelnen Lehren, dbie behandelt find, rafd) aufsufinden. MNady einer
Ginleitung, in der er feine Steflung und Methode rehtfertigt, behandelt er in
ficben Rapiteln feinen Glegenftand in griindlidyer, gebiegener Weife. e

Wenn e85 bem cinen oder audbern fdheinen mbdhte, als ob der WVerfafler 3u
viel Gewidt auf bie Widerlegung der Vibellrititer und jonderlid) ihrer Suellens
fdeibung Tegt, fo findet diefe Darftellungsiveife ihre genligende Grildrung und
Redytfectigung in der Tatfadye, daf; gerade bon dem ,lritijdhen” Standbpuntt bie
theologifhe und Beitsgefdyichtliche TWectung bicler Stellen und eben damit bie
gane Auffaffung der altteftamentlidyen Theologic in ihrer Heils= und eitgejdyicht=
liden Gntividlung abbingt. Wir verdenlen ¢8 baher Miller nidyt, jondern redhs
nen 8 {hm al8 Verbienft an, baf er in feinem Werl immer und immer twieber
bie fogenannten getvifjen Mejultate iwiffenjhaftlicher Wibelfritit ald8 uneciviefene,
ben Tatfadien ing Ungefiht {chlagenbe und daher univiffenjdaftlide Behaup:
tungen ertoeift. 4

Gerne hitten wic Hiermit unjere” Vefpredjung de8 Budjes, das mwir aud
in Bulunft fleibig gebraudyen tverdem, gefdhloffen. Dod) milffen wic auf eine
Gnigleifung aufmerlfam madyen, die dem Werfaffer paffiert ift und die er, tie
wir Boffen, in einer {piteren Auflage jurechiftellen ivird. TWir bejiehen uns
auf feine Anéfiihrung fiber dbas MWort ,Tag” im Schopfungsberidt, tofiic er die
Bedeutung ,Periode* ju vindizieren verfucht. Wir fonnen hier nidht meiter auf
die Sadie cingehen, verweifen daher nur auf cinige Actitel, die dicfe Sade ins
vedyte Qidyt ftellen: ,Tehre u. Wehrer, 65 (1919), Seite 465; CoNcorora THEO-
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rocicAL MonTHLY, 3 (1932), 458; Theological Monthly, 4 (1924), 37—i3.
Aud) in feiner Vehauptung, daf e8 fid) bei ber SabbatSordbnung, Gen. 2, 1-3,
»um nidts Jidifdhes, fonbern um etivad Hanbelt, dbas mit der Schapfung ge:
geben toar und alfo dben Menfdyen angeht (S. 58), geht Moler ju iveit. Dad ift
ung um fo loeniger vecftindlid), ald cr Seite 49 qefagt hatte: .Der ficbente Tag
ift beftimmt al8 jelit noch andaucrnde Periobe gemeint.* Wenn Gen. 2, 2.3 ge=
fagt ivitrde, daf Gott cine jeft nod) anbaltende Periode jegnete und Heiligte, ioie
fann dann in diefen Worten die Einfegung des ficbenten Wodjentags als Sabbat
fitr ben Menfdyen liegen, da fic nad) bem Verfaffer nicht von einem Tag reden?
JIn Wahrheit cebet diefe Stelle tweber von einer Periode, dic nod) anbilt, jondern
von cinem fiecbten Tage, den Gott dbamals Heiligte und fcgnete, an dem ev cubte,
nod) bon ciner Ginfejung des ficbten Tages filr ben Menjden. Der Menfdy wicd
mit leiner Silbe erwibnt. Die Einfehung gejdyah am Verg Sinai, 2 Mof. 20,
o Glott den Jubden gebot, den fiebten Wodjentag, an dbem er einft nad) Schdpfung
ber Welt geruht, ben er cinft gefegnet und gebeiliat Hatte, nun audy yu Heiligen,
inbem fie feine Arbeit verridten jollten. JIm Neuen Tcftament gilt Kol. 2, 16. 17;
Rdm. 14, 5. 6, toeldye Stellen aud) von Mbller angefithrt werden.

Trofdem toicberholen twir: tver eine qute, unjerer Meinung nad) die befte
»Biblifhe Theologic® des Alten Teftaments, die erfdhienen ift, lefen modyte, der
greife ju Mollers vortrefflichem Vudh. Th Ldt{d

On the Way to Emmaus. By Byron C. Nelson, author of After Its Kind,
The Deluge Story in Stone, A Catechism on Evolution. Augsburg
Publishing House, Minneapolis. 1937. 83 pages, 5%2X8.

The wish which our pious fathers at times expressed in thinking
of Old Testament prophecies that they might have been fellow-travelers
with the Emmaus diseiples and listened to Jesus opening the Scriptures,
evidently was in the mind of the author of this little book and led him
to ask which passages in the Old Testament the Savior may have pointed
to in that blissful and ever memorable conversation,—a question which
he here endeavors to answer. To make his presentation vivid, he re-
constructs that conversation as he imagines it may have taken place,
employing the form of direct speech. The Christian reader will be grate-
ful for the evidence presented that the Messianic prophecies are abundant
and rich in content. Here and there the author, if pressed, would not
be able to prove the Messianic character of the passages he adduces.
His view that in speaking of types in the Old Testament “there is more
danger in not going far enough in seeing these types than in going too
far” (p.7) we can hardly share. Those Christians who are of a critical
and independent cast of mind will resent it if we speak of prophecies or
types where the proof of the correctness of such an interpretation is
lacking. In pointing to instances where there is merely a likelihood that
a type of Christ is intended, one should not hesitate to use the term
“perhaps” or “likely.” W. Arvor

Coena Domini. Die altlutherifhe AbendmahIslehre in ihrer Auscinanderjekung
mit bem Galvinismus bdargeftellt an dber lutherifdhen Frilhorthodogic. Bon
Oelmut Golliviger. Ghr.-Raifer-Verlag, Milndyen. 1937. 328 ESeiten
6x9. Preis: Geheftet, RM. 9.50; gebunben, RM. 11.

Der Verfaffer {dhreibt im Vorwort: ,Diefe Arbeit will cinen Beitrag liefern

dur gegenwidrtigen theologifjdhen Vehandlung der Ubendmahlsfrage. Sie
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il bas tun, indem fie cine BeftandEaufnafhme ber Abendmahislehre in der friihs
Intherifhen Orthodbogic vorlegt.” Sie tut bad leftere in ausgeseidneter Weife.
Ridt qut ift, was der BVerfaffer betrefjs der gegentviirtigen Vehandlung der Hbend=
mohlsfrage vorfdidgt. Auf Grund von 190 Duellen und 184 ,Darftellungens
ioird cin fiberaus gritndlidyer Vericht fiber die Iutherifhe und die reformierte
Lehre vom Wejen und bom Nufen des Abendmahlé gegeben. Uuch die melan:
dtbonifhe Ubirrung toird cingehend behandelt. Sdmtlidye einfdyldgigen Puntte
ber Ubendbmahlslehre und des friihen Abendmabhisftreites tommen jur Sprade.
Wenw man aud) nidht jebem Gingelurteif beiftimmen fann, fo wird dod) bas
Studium des hier dargebotenen reidjen Materials grofen Nuken bringen. Wic
geben cinige JProben: ,ULE Beifpicl dafitr, wic fehr die cgegetifhe Gewiffenbaftig:
leit Ghemniy’ fih abhob von der Methode mandyer unter feinen beften Gegnern,
fei auf bie eregetijdie Meqel Sfolampads veriwiefen, ber alé den certus canon
fiic bie Antoendung wvon tropifjdjer Auslequng angibt: iiberall da, Wwo incon-
venientia und Wiberjpriidye vortfommen (De genuina verborum . ..C, 3 £).”
(8.10.) .Galvin et in feiner Anslequng der Ginjeungsivorte Hinter das von
ibm gebraudyte Abverb ,realiter* bei der Vetonung ber Austeilung bes Leibes
Gbrifti in Rlammern ein entjdjuldigendes (,ut vulgo loquuntur). Damit war
bie Siderheit diefed fofort mit ,vere’ interpreticrten ,realiter* Bedentlid) cr=
filttect; das ,realiter* galt offenfichtflicy boch nicht realiter. ... Galving thetos
tife Verwendung bder WAdbverbien ,realiter' und ,substantialiter* ift nidyt
Heudyelel, fondern der Ausbrud ciner edten Abfidht, mehr al8 Fwingli und
Bullinger sn fogen und bennody nidt die futherijdie Lehre 3u fibernehmen.”
(S.124) Uuch Hinfichtlich der Vedeutung dber Saframente alé Jeidyen will
Galvin bie TMitte halten swvifden swinglifher und utherijdher Theologie. .Die
teformierten Theologen jwinglijdper Provemieny jagten, dafy die Saframente in-
strumenta significativa, non applicativa jeien.” (£.170.) a8 fagte Galbin?
»Balvin, C. R., 87,719 . . . (nad) ciner Mahuung, dem Jeidhen nidt juviel 3u-
Jufdyeeiben): Verum signo Deum tamquam organo uti non est absurdum.
Non quia virtus Dei inclusa sit in signo, sed quia nobis eam pro im-
becillitatis nostrae captu tali adminiculo distribuat Nad) Galvin find €&
bod) jlichlidy untrdftige Jeidhen: virtus Dei non inclusa est in signo. o
Bat er fid) dod) nidyt weit von Jrwingli entfernt. G5 find ihm, wic Gollwiger
felbft 3 barleqt, ,bie Salramente Mittel der qdttlichen Gnadendarbictung nur,
{'fﬂ’u fie bie Glelegenheit 3u ihrem Gmpfang fignalifieren, aljo nur alé Jeiden.”
e. 171.)

Trofidem will Gollwier das ,Gefpridy mit den Neformicrten wicder aufs
nehmen in der Meinung, bajs beide Parteien fidh) fehr nabe ftehen. ,fiber bad
bisher Gefagte [ben Jioed und Nufen des Abendmah(8 betrefjend] befteht
mifden ber futherifhen und der von Galvin beftimmien reformierten Theologie
Ginigleit. Dad ift nidht wenig.” (S. 307.) Weil beide Parteien jagen, dah das
UbendbmaBl e8 mit der Vergebung dber’Siinden ju tun hat — ,Gemeinjam ift file
beide Teile alfo, baf bie cigentlidie res testamenti bie Siindenbergebung fei,
baé proprium deé Abendmahls aber in ifhrer Veftitiqung beftehts (S. 288) —,
barum Befteht jwifdjen ihnen Ginigleit! 1nd ba fallt die lincinigleit Hinfidytlich
bes Wefens bes Ubendmahls nidyt in3 Geiwidgt! ,Diefe Beftimmung vom finis
oud bewiclt fofort eine Jndifferenjierung der Frage nacd) ber Realprifens, by,
nad) der fpesififhen Act der Mealprifens.s (S.308.) Dad jieite wiicde natitelid
nidt aus dem erften folgen. Und bas.ccfte entjpricht nidht den Tatfadhen. o,
getif, die Reformierten Iehren, daf das Ubendmahl der Vergebung der Siinden
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dienc; aber fie leugnen, daf ¢8 bie BVergebung der Sitnden mitteilt. EGin
»Gefpridy”, das8 von Golltvigers BVoraudfefungen ausd gefiihet toird, lann nue ju
einer unioniftijfen Werftindigung filhren. Der unioniftifhen Berfdnbdigung
dient ¢8 aud), bafy Golwifjer dbas8 unglaublidhe Jugeftindnis glaubt maden ju
miiffen: ,Jedenfalld ift e8 und Heute unmoglidh, fo von ber rdrtliden Gpegefe
auszugehen, wie e8 die altlutherifden Theologen taten. (S.310.) 1Und barum
heit ¢8 am Schlup: ,Bielleiht geigt fich babei, baf Ftirdlid) verbindblidy nidt
mehr gelehrt werden fann, als in bicfer Gemeinfamlcit* (ber borgeblidyen Ginigs
teit Detreffs des Jiwedd bes Abendmahis) .enthalten ift. 1Und Golliviler Hatte
doch auf 300 Seiten ber altlutherifden Lehre im grofien und ganzen Nedyt gegeben!
Gollwifjer eriviifnt aud) Bfters die Abweichungen bder Neulutheraner.
D. Sdydffel Iagt: ,Die Abendmahinot ift die qrofte Not unferer Tage. . . .
Die AdbendmahiElehre ift in voller Aufldjung; man denle an Asmuffen, ja felbf
Afthaus” (Lutheraner). Dariiber fagt Gollwiger: ,TWem die Gabe bes Ubends
mabh(8 nidht hHimmlijhes Blut, jondern fein [Ehrifti] qefdyichtliches Sterben als
gegentodrtig wicljame Wicklichleit [Althaus] ift, der vollzieht damit nidt cine
RKorreltur der Mutherijdhen Lehre, fondern er verlift ihre Bafid und teilt nidt
ibr Jntereffe.” .So lounten ,Leib® und Biut' nie ju einer blofen Metapher wers
ben filr das mit Leib und Blut Ausgeridytete, das Heifst, fiic den Kreuzestod oder
fiie Ghriftus felbft (bgl. Galvin: ,Leib* ift blofe Metapher fiir Ehriftus und feine
perjonfiche Gegenivart). MWer in Nidytung auf eine Detapher hin interpretiet,
veriwijht, ftatt su Harem. Gin Heutiger Qutheraner, der an dicfer Stelle nidt
‘verwifthen Ioiirbe, ift unsd bisher nidyt begeguet.” (S. 1290. 132) HGile Galvin
and nidyt etiva file Quther trifft su, was ein Heutiger Lutherancr (I8, Elert) mert:
wiirdigeriveife bon ber futherifthen Auffaffung fagt: ,Ceib und Biut find ber
Ynbegriff der vollendeten Menjchheit bes Gelrenzigten’, und bas Wort ,Leib* fei
barum nidt dinglidh)* ju verftehen.s (S. 114.) Ferner: .Erft im neneren Quther:
tum toagte man ¢§, . . . bas Saframent jur realen Mitteilung beflen 3u madyen,
as im Wort angeblich nur verheipen fei.s (S. 179.) Sclichli) wird aud) viel=
fad) Bezug genommen auf die neulutherifhe Cefre von ciner MWirlung des Abends
mahis auf den Leib (Keim bes Unferftehungsleibes), und S. 256 ff. wird geseiat,
baf man fidy bafiir nidyt auf Cuther berufen lamm. Th Gnoelber

The War Against God. By Sidney Dark and R.S.Essex. The Abing-
don Press, New York. 301 pages, 5% 8. Price, $2.00.
Poison Pedlers. By Dan Gilbert. Zondervan Publishing House, Grand
Rapids, Mich. 102 pages. Price, 35 cts.

Here are two valuable books in the general field of aggressive apolo-
getics, which every champion of the Christian truth would do well to
study. Both describe the amazing war which today is being waged to
'dethrone God and morality, and that not merely in distant lands, per-
verted by Communism, but right at home, in our own country. The War
against God is a thorough and comprehensive study of the subject, offer-
ing first a more general history of militant atheism (in which part, how-
«ever, there are numerous historical misstatements) and then a detailed
description, showing especially its dreadful manifestations in such coun-
tries as Russia, Germany, Turkey, Mexico, Spain, and last, but not least,
in England, where the destructive teachings of men like H. G. Wells,
Bernard Shaw, Thomas Hardy, A.E.Housman, J.B.S. Haldane, Middle-
ton Murry, Bertrand Russell, J. E. Joad, Aldous Huxley, and others, are
:steadily preparing the soil for such red harvests as have been reaped in
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Russia and Spain. (Dan Gilbert shows in his book how atheism is ag-
gressive in our own country.) What the authors have to say is not based
upon guesswork nor on mere general reports but is well documented,
each chapter closing with a bibliography, which represents the latest
publications in the field for and against this godless movement. Though
at times the authors err historically, they are very careful in analyzing
the alarming anti-God situation, which rapidly is spreading over the
whole world. In the reviewer’s opinion emphasis should have been
placed also upon the evil effects of religious Modernism, which has
proved so powerful an ally to aggressive atheism.— Dr. Gilbert's Poison
Pedlers does in a more popular and specific way what the first book
secks to accomplish in a more scholarly fashion. Its appeal is especially
to the rank and file of Christian church-members whose time and read-
ing are limited. A few chapter titles will suggest to the reader the con-
tents of the brochure: “Making a Religion of Immorality”; “Sex-poison-
ing Youth”; “Pitfalls for Faith in Modern Magazines”; “The Magazines’
War against Christian Morality”; “Intellectuals Scoff at Immortality”;
“Four-flushing in Filth”; “A Modern Psychologist’s Attack on Family
Life"; “The Modern Assault on the Home™:; “Demolishing the Ten Com-
mandments in Ten Minutes”; “The War on Religion in America”; “‘Edu-
cation' for Immorality.” The reviewer suggests that our pastors and
teachers study Dr. Gilbert's popular Poison Pedlers first, discussing its
contents with their young people’s and also with parents’ groups. The
War against God may then be used for collateral reading. We dare not
stand aloof while a war is being carried on against God and morality
which is sure to destroy the foundations of State and Church if allowed
to continue. J. THEODORE MUELLER

Isms, New and Old. By Julius Bodensiek. The Lutheran Book Concern,
Columbus, O. 111 pages, 7%2X5. Price, 75 cts. May be ordered
through Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson, Ave.,
St. Louis, Mo.

The following cults and tendencies are discussed: Christian Science,
Spiritism, Adventism, Russellism, Mormonism, Unitarianism, Theosophy,
and the Communistic Churches. The author hopes that the book will be
used by “study groups, such as adult classes, young people’s groups,
teacher-training classes.” The book can be used very well for this pur-
pose, although in several sections too much is taken for granted. A sec-
ond edition of this book might reduce some irrelevant historical material
and add sections on Dispensationalism, Perfectionism, and Modernism.

F. E. MAYER

Doctor Bob Hockman, a Surgeon of the Cross. By Kathleen Hockman
Friedrichsen. Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich.
102 pages, 5% X7%. Price, 50 cts.

C.T.Studd. Athlete and Pioneer. By Norman P. Grubb. Zondervan
Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 266 pages, 5X8. Price, $1.00.
Here are two books in the history of present-day missions which
show in an almost overwhelming manner what victories are being won
by the messengers of the Cross in various parts of the world. The story
of Bob Hockman is that of a life given for the spreading of the truth.
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He was a medical missionary who worked in Abyssinia at the time of
the recent conquest of the country by the forces of Mussolini. He was
killed when he attempted to remove the detonator from an Italian dud
which fell near the Red Cross hospital in which he was working. But
even before this he had been instrumental in making the message of
salvation known to as many natives as he could reach, also on a special
trip through the country south of Addis Abeba. — Charles T. Studd
renounced everything in the interest of the Gospel, which he accepted
as the saving truth. He served as a missionary first in China, then in
India, and finally in Africa, and as a direct result of his own labors and
that of his consecrated wife there are over one hundred men and women
at work in various countries. The story of his life is one of the most
astounding in recent mission history. Both books will serve excellently
as additions to the library of a young people's society.
* P. E.KRETZMANN

The Art of Illustrating Sermons. By Dawson C. Bryan. Cokesbury Press,

Nashville, Tenn. 272 pages. Price, $2.00, May be ordered through

Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, Mo.

In a foreword to this volume Bishop Paul B. Kern writes: “Most
people are picture-minded. In the graphic lives of a word-picture they
see reality and life, and the image of it is carried back into the walks
of life. Jesus, the flawless Teacher, talked to His followers in parables.
These were pictures, ‘illustrations,’ as we say, and wise is the preacher
who has mastered that art and knows how to open windows into the
truth and to throw on the canvas of the mind unforgettable images.”
That is all true; but for the preacher more is necessary than that he
realize the importance of illustrations in sermons. He should know how
to illustrate. A preacher dare not use silly, improbable stories and re-
pulsive similes. Suggestive phrases and jesting anecdotes have no place
in the message of an ambassador of Christ. The author therefore wishes
to instruct his readers in the art of selecting and using interesting and
effective illustrations. He shows how one may preach so that the people
visualize what the pastor is saying. He devotes one chapter to the sub-
ject of varying illustrations. In another he discusses the personal ex-
perience of a pastor and how far this may supply material for illustrat-
ing truths. He suggests methods of keeping materials. But he does not
confine himself strictly to his subject. In the course of his remarks he
discusses also other work of the preacher, pastoral visiting, travel, life’s
intimacies, the introduction of a sermon, relaxation, and a number of
other things. He tells of preachers who were successful in using illus-
trations, of their methods and their sources. He discusses, plagiarism
and warns against stereotype transitions. Altogether the book is worth
reading, and if used with discrimination, it will no doubt prove helpful
to the pastor who is earnestly striving to improve in pulpit work.
M. S. SOMMER

Sin and Grace. Twenty-two confessional addresses. Edited and com-

piled by Arthur J.Doege. Concordia Publishing House, St.Louis,

Mo. 1937. 82 pages, 9x6. Price, 75 cts.

The pastor is conscious of the responsibility and the opportunity

which confronts him in delivering the confessional address. He is to
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speak on the all-important theme of sin and grace during the brief fifteen
minutes. He realizes that his hearers, as a general rule, have prepared
themselves more conscientiously for his message than at other times.
He is aware of the fact that the manifold duties of the pastor often
interfere with giving such care to the confessional address as the occa-
sion demands. For these reasons our pastors will welcome a collection
of confessional addresses which will provide new stimulation, new ways
of approach. The present book contains four addresses by President
Doege of Concordia Collegiate Institute and eighteen by other pastors
of our Synod. We hope this book will prove helpful to our pastors.
F. E. MAYER
Fundamental Christian Beliefs. A Survey of Christian Doctrine for Sun-
day-school Teachers. By W.Arndt, Ph.D. Concordia Publishing
House, St.Louis, Mo. 95 pages, 5X7%. Price, 25 cts. Instructors
Guide, $1.00. Test-sheets, 10 cts. per set.

We are happy to announce this second volume in the series of book-
lets intended for Sunday-school teachers’ training, which has been dis-
cussed in our literature recently. The plan of the committee is to have
pastors or other competent leaders take charge of teacher-training in
their own congregations or in larger circles of congregations and grad-
ually build up a teaching personnel that will be able to take care of
proper indoctrination of our children to the extent in which this is pos-
sible in Sunday-schools and similar agencies. The entire Christian doc-
trine is here treated in cight chapters, with the necessary subdivisions.
The author has brought to his task the experience of many years, and
the result lies before us in non-technical language, in simple sentences
and paragraphs, so that every Sunday-school teacher will be able to fol-
low and to comprechend what the Scripture teaches on all chief points of
Christian doctrine. An excellent suggestion is made by Prof. W. O. Kraeft,
who writes in the introduction to the book: “The material presented in
this book should interest not only Sunday-school teachers but also many
adults in the congregation. As more members of the congregation can be
found to spend one evening each week in the discussion of the great
truths on which their faith rests, and as they will take an active part
in such discussions, the interest in, and appreciation of, things spiritual
should take a more dominant part in their lives.” We hope that this
booklet, like the others of the series, will soon be in use in every con-
gregation in our circles where there is a Sunday-school, a summer-
school, a Saturday-school, or any other educational agency in which so-
called lay teachers are engaged. P. E. KRETZMANN

Membership Manual. By John F. Drewelow. The Lutheran Book Con-
cern, Columbus, O. 128 pages, 5% X73;. Price, 75 cts. May be
ordered through Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson
Ave., St. Louis, Mo. .

The author has written a very practical manual for adult classes.

He states in the Preface: “The Chief Parts are intentionally not treated

in their traditional order. It would seem more logical, especially in

adult work, to teach first the tenets of faith and the means to engender
and foster that faith, and then to seek to pattern the Christian life. This
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general plan, therefore, is here followed.” The author has succeeded in
presenting a practical and appealing method of teaching adult classes,
and we believe that our pastors will find his book useful in preparing
their courses for adult instruction. TH. LAETSCE

God’s Word for Today. A devotional book for the home. By O.Hallesby,
Ph.D., professor at the Independent Theological Seminary, Oslo,
Norway. Translated by Clarence J. Carlsen, M.A. . Augsburg
Publishing House, Minneapolis, Minn. 376 pages, 53%X4. Price,
$1.00. May be ordered through Concordia Publishing House,
3558 S.Jefferson Ave., St.Louis, Mo.

This is a book of daily devotions by a Norwegian professor whose
writings have had a wide distribution within the Norwegian churches
of our country. It is so arranged that it may be used in any year, as
the devotions for special days and the movable church festivals are given
at the end of the book. We have not read all the devotions, but those
we read are appealing. The author has a unique way of speaking to the
heart. The style is simple enough for the young. The translator’s
English is chaste and lucid. : W. G. PoLAcK
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