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Long or Short Sermon Text.a I 

fSa!ramcnte miteinanbu l!infgfcit g~lten luirb. . . • i)anadj bet• 
IDetfm unb bctbammen lDit all 11nredjt unb bcm IBorte GJottd au• 

IDibct, IDenn gele~ IDitb, bas !Dlmf d}engclJotc 11nb •fav11ngcn in ba: 
Aitd}e filt fidj f cIIJft all cin GJottclbicnft obct l:eiI be.If cIIJen ge~lten 
IDCtbcn 

foUten; 
IDcnn foidjc 8crcmonicn, (ISclJote unb 

6 a V u n g c n m i t 8 ID a n g all notlDenbig bet QJcmcinbc (lottd 
IDibct 

i~rc djtiftlidjc ffrci~eit, 
f o fie in iiusctlid}en i)ingen ~at, aufge• 

brungcn IDcrbcn, item, bas man aut Seit bet IUcrf olguno unb ii f f e n t • 
It d) c n f8 c !c n n t n i ff e I bcn lJcinben bcl ~ciltgen l!bangeIH 

(IDeldjcl aum WflfJrudj bet IBaljrljcit bicnt) in bcrglcidjcn Jnittelbingm 
11nb 8ncmonicn miigc luilifaljten obcr fidj mit Unen 
bet g I ct dj c n. • (Formula Concordiae, X. Trigl., 830.) 

II nm ct I u n a b ct a c b a It lo n. !S)lcfe llul1llae aul Slutlcd 6"1lf• 
ten, mlt elnlacn 8ltaten aul bm tutlcrlfct,cn IBdcnntnlffen, tacrben llemlt alln 

!J\Gttoren baigeflatcn, 
f onbcrll" 

bcncn, ble blc !llhrfc Slutlcrl nl"t 110UJil11ble 
ktl'"1, bamlt Ii" aUc auf blc QSrunbfil,c flcflnncn, blc Slutlcr felner1clt bataclctt 
lat, 

unb fl" 
bcmgemill ln ""tcr !llklfc orlcntlmn. CH lit fonbert~ barauf 1• 

~ten, bal Sluttcr feln unterfcfJcibct 11alf•n bcm, IDGI a ii t t 1 l " e Sl e I t e lJ, 
unb bcm, IDGI 1um ilulfrll•n QJottclblcnlt aclllrt. !!>lcfc !Punrtc finb f~n 

talcbcrlott In llrtlldn unb fllramn llfllanblunacn flcfl,ro"cn taorbcn, unb d 
mag fcber 

3ntcrtfflcrtc 
fcll1lt na~i,rllfrn: "Decorum of tbo Pa1tor", f'lcol. 

Quart., LXI (1017), 218 ft'.; 'The Symboliam of tl10 Lutheran Calt111", 
XXII (1818), July; "The InJluence of tho Prayer& In tho Early Llturglel 
on the Doctrine of Purgatory", XXIII (1010), October; ''The Sacriflelal 
Concept In the Eueharl1t of tho Eearly Churcli", XXIV (1020), October; 
.!l>al llturglf• <lrfltell bcr llcformatlon•, Hom. Mag., Nov.-Dec., 1017; "Aph
orl1tlo Hint.a for Llturgl1t1", Hom Mag., January, 1020; ,.Slutlcrl reform•• 
torlf• 

llrflelt auf 
bem QJefllctc bcr lllturan•, 2elte unb metre, 9lo11emfler If,, 

1817; "Prlnelpll■ ob■ta", 1020, 327 ft'.; "Some Hl1torieal Faetl concerning 
Church Polity", f'lleol. Jlntlll:,, October, 1020; - Im CoNCORDIA Tnm

llolftllLT: "The Spirit of the Lutheran Ollora.le", I, 608 ft'.; "Clerleal Ve■t
menta In the Lutheran Church", I, 838 fr.; "Luther'• U10 of Medlnal 
B1'JDn■", II, 280 fr.; .!!)le 6alramente In liter IBealeluna aur QJemdnbcor11111l■ 
fatlDn•, II, 818 ff.; ''The Pa■tor a■ Llturgi■t", Ill, 290 f.; .!l>le ESpcnbe• 
fonnet Im lclllgen llllenbmo,t•, III, 745 ff.; "Elevation-Adoration of tile 
Element■", m, 700 ft'.; "Some Prlncir.le■ of Lutheran Liturgic■", m, 
IMO f.; "Our Formula for Infant Bapt 1m", IV, 120 fr.; ''The Lutheran 
Pulpit Garment", IV, 217; "Concerning Late-comer■ In Church Semees", 
IV, IOO; "The U■e of Extemporaneou■ Prayer", IV, 373; "Mntlna a■ tile 
Chief Senlce", IV, 437; .llutlcr llflcr 01cldlfllrml11fclt In lirdJllcfJcn 8ctc• 
monlnl•, IV, 464; ''The Osford :Movement a Hundred Ycan Ago", IV, 48h 

"Saeramental-Saerlflelal", IV, 824; "The Omlulon of the Hallelujah durlDI 
the Lenten Seuon", IV, 602; "The Rubric■ of tho Marriage Ceremony", 
IV, 8811. 

Long or Short Sermon Texts? 

Taking it for granted that the sermon should be bused on a cer
tain text, the question ariees, Shall it be a Jong or o. short text I 
By 

a 
long mt we do not necessarily mean o. text of ten to twenfif 

or mon, venea. The pericope for the Fourth Sunday after Epiphany, 
Bom. 18, &-10, although containing only tl1rco verses, ie not a abort 
tat. And speaking of a abort teJtt, we do not mcnn a brief saying 

1

Fritz: Long or Short Sermon Texts?

Published by Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary, 1934



Long or Short Sermon TutaT 

of Scripture whicb is tom out of ita contut and given a meaning 
different from that which it originally had, nor a few words of Scrip
ture that are choaen merely for novelt:,'s sake. To do that is 8UCh 
a reprehensible practise, unworthy of a Ohriatian minister, that we 
bolieve tho preachers for whom we are writing would not stoop to it. 
Nor do wo wish to bo understood that we would bar abort tuts 

altogether. When a preacher ia preaching a aeries of acrmons on the 
Ten Commandment& and takes tho words of the commandments them
aelvC!B 

aa 
his text, as, for inatanco, "Thou shalt not kill," he ia UBing 

a abort text; and there is no good reason why he should not do so. 
Or a preacher may take for bia confC88ional address such a tut 

aa 1 John 11 'l : "The blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
elcanseth us from all sin." Aleo such texts aa John 81 18 BJ1d 
1 Tim. 11 15 oro excellent texts for any sermon. But more or leas 
regularly cbooaing abort texts for the usual Sunday sermon, and 
a.t thnt very often texts whic1, contain 1JCf'1/ Zittle aormon material, 
we hold to be bod practise; we believe that doing BO contributes 
much toward poor sermonizing. 

To use n short acrmon text is 11 real temptation. The abort tut 
docs not demand much textual study. Compared witb the preacher 

who spends much timo and labors hard over 11 longer text, the abort
text preacher ia soon through with that part of tho work. Nor baa 
he much trouble in making an outline, especially if be pre11chea 
in accordance with the BO-called topical method, whicl1 very much 
ignores tho text. Ho ehooBCS, for instance, as a text 1 Tim. 21 8 : 
"I will that men pray everywhere." According to the topical method 
of some homileticiana tho pre11cher will decide to preach on the 
subject of prayer. He lms no rc11l theme, merely a subject, a topic. 
Tho preacher will say this and th11t on prayer, as his dogma.ticaZ 
l:Jtowledgo 

may suggest, 
for, the text itself does not suggest very 

much to him. All th11t the preacher says may be Scriptural, but very 
likely will bo along general lines; his acrmon will bo more or leas 
shallow. If he uses good language and good illustrations, inter
spersing a few striking stories, he may be interesting; but will his 
sermon be profitable! Thia l:iml of aor,non. is the eaaioat to make, 
but ia auo tlie laaat prod.uctive. And At that, the preacher baa likely 
altogether overlooked the fact that his text according to the contat 
and the Greek word used for t1Hm speaks of the public prayer of the 
mer, in distinction from the women 11t public worship. 

Somo specious arguments 11re advanced in f11vor of short sermon 
texts. Wo are told, for ins~ee, that people CAD remember a short 
tozt better than 11 long one; that many preachers, somo of whom have 
made 11 great name for themselves, use abort tezts; that the very 
brevi~ of the text is somewhat of 11 novelty th11t attracts attention; 
that the mere reading of a long text already wearies the people and 
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Long or Short Sermon Testa I 

makes them 1uapeot that a long ■ermon will follow; that a lontr tat 
contains too much material for development; that a abort test IPftl 

the preacher more opportunity to diaplllJ' hia clevorneu in bandliDI 
the Scripture■ (what "fllnityl); etc. 

We hold that the pructi■e of preaching from short ■ermon tem 
ia a bad practi■e, which make■ for poor ■ermonizing. Even in thoee 
oirole■ in which the preaching of abort-text ■ormon■ i■ tho common 

practiae, there are men who are convinced that 1uch practi■e doea 
not make for tho beat preaching. They are therefore advocatiDI 
what they call expoaitory preaching, or, a■ one ha■ put it, "dealiDs 
with the Scripture■ in large chunks." 

Wh7, then, abould a preacher, a■ a rule, not preach'on a abort tat, 
one -ver■e or even a part of a 'VOr■el For tu 1111,y rimple, but 11ood 
ncuon that the •hart tut dou not offer n/Ji,cion-t aermon material. 
All homiletical work abould be baaed on good, ■ound, thorough 
exegeai■• The abort-t.ezt preacher doea not ba■o hi■ ■ormon on eze
geai■, on a careful ■tudy of the tezt, but on the do11matical au1111e•tiou 
toAicA IA• tut offer•. The abort-text preacher very often very much 
jgnores hia tezt, u■ing it merely 111 a ■tarting-point. Referring again 
to the tut 1 Tim. 51, 8 or llDJ' 1imilar text that 1peak1 of prllJ'er, the 
preacher would develope hi■ ■ubject ■omowhat along the■o line■: 
1. Why we ■hould pr&J'; 2. for what we should pray; 3. how we 
abould pr&J', Hia ■ermon ia not in the t.ext; all that tho text sug
gests to the preacher ia the idea of p?BJ'or. What a grenter wealth 
of ■ermon material such a text a■ Luke 11, G-13 gives to the 
preacher I In 11peaking of ■ome apocmc phase of prll7er, that of pene
-verance, and offering IUflicient sermon material as this text doe■, 
the preacher will offer much of ■omething and not n little of thi1 
and a little of that and not much of llDJ'thing. Tho people will 
take intere■ t in 1uch a sermon, will be benefited by it, will have their 
Bible knowledge increased and their apiritua1 needs supplied. And 
they will be glad to come back for more. 

Preaching from a long text require■ much labor on tho part 
of the preacher; he mu■t thoroughly study his test, find its specific 
thought, develop that by mean■ of a good outline, work his textual 
material into his sermon, and apply it to the needs of hi■ hearers, 
In 

doing 
all this, however, he ha■ the aati■faction that he is doing 

much more than merely filling in a half hour in the pulpit. The 
abort-t.ext preacher ia feeding hia flock on short ration■, while God 
ha■ given to His people, and intend■ them to have, an abundant 
aupp}J'. Jomr H. 0. FmTz. 
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