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NEWS FROM ROME 

Mee!i.l}g_ of _:President~_ of E:eis co:e_a!_iV.Iiss ionar;y_ Commissions 
_ The first-ever meeting of ~the Pre~idents of Episcopal Mission-

ary Commissions was held in Rome, at the Propaganda fide head-
quarters, from February 22 to 24. '.I'he .main purpose of the meeting 
was to try to work out in practice the relationship between the 
Pontifical Mission-Aid Societies (which by their nature are close-
ly linked with Rbme) and the missionary initiatives of the differ-
ent dioceses and nations throughout the world. For centl!ll'ies past, 
responsibility ·for the missions has fallen primarily on the Holy 
See (this year is the 350th anniversary of the founda4ion of Pro-
paganda Fide). The Second Vatican Council, however, with its stress 
on ·collegiality and decentralization, · gave prominence to the~mis-
sionary responsibility of all Bishops, and ideed of all the People 
of God. Since the Council, therefore, new missionary structures 
have been set up in may dioceses and countries. In each Episcopal 
Conference an Episcopal .Commis_sion for .the Missions · is set up, . 
with a Bishop in charge of it ·and in charge in a special way of 
promoting missionary initiatives in the country. Alsl"', National 
Counrei.ls for the Missions have. been set up in many places, bring-
ing together representatives of the missionary institutes and 
other workers for the missiuns. · 

The problem therefore arises of h ow to mesh together these new 
structures with the already existing national branches of the. 
Pontifical Mission-Aid Societies, which this year commemorate the 
50th anniversary of their being raised to pontifical status. (It 
is also •the 150th anniversary of ' the foundation in .France o:f the 
Propagation nf the Faith Society.) 

The meeting was opened by Cardinal ROS SI, Prefect of Propaganda 
Fide, who outlined the missionary effort of the Church during the 
350-year history of Propaganda Fide, and spoke of the new challenges 
and opportunities in the Ehurch today. He expressed his confidence 
that concrete solutions would be found for promoting ever-greater 
missionary cooperation and activity. . . 

The main topic of the meeting was introduced by Mgr GOIBURU, 
who said~ "One of the most important and often repeated replies 
given by the Episcopal Conferences to the draft of the new statutes 
for the Pontific~l Mission-Aid Societies is t he followingg they do 
not ref'lect sufficiently the thi nking of the Council on the uni-
versal missionary responsibility of the Bishops." He went on to 
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show the utility of the 1'ontifical Works, which by their univers-
ality guarantee an equitable distribution of mission-aid, and 
hoped for the "full insertion of the Pontifical Mission-Aid Socie-
ties into the ordinary pastoral work of the Bishops as the princ-
ipal instru.ment of their missionary cooperation." 

In the discussion which followed, a great variety of situa~ 
tions was noted in the different co'J.Iltries,. There is great inter-
est in the missions and in helping developing nations, and, while 
room must be left fer spontaneity, it was felt that a certain 
amount of coordination would be of benefit to all. Mos t represen-
tatives felt that i± wa~ necessary to avoid a parall~lism between 
tne Pontifical Missionary Works and the Episcopal Conferences. 
The National Directors of the Pontifical Works should have a pro-
minent position in the National Missionary Council and should 
work in close liaison with the Epi.sc.opal Gonfer.ences. ··· ···· ·· 

On the question of the draft statutes for the Pontifical Works 
it was felt that the four. W.ork.s should have a general statute in 
common, with specilal sections for the re gulations that applied 
only to each one individually. It was decided to give the statut.es 
further study with the help of experts and with further consulta-
tion with the Episcopal Conferences. 

Cardinal ROSSI, in his clnsing words, recalled that the 1972 
important anniversaries fnr the missions (as noted above) should 
provide a good opportunity for giving renewed impulse to mission-
ary activity and mission aid. He 0 sked Bishops and Religious Ins-
titutes to send in reports on their activities in the field of 
mission aid, so that Propaganda Fide would have a fultler picture 
of the situation and be able to suggest ways and means for better 
coordination. He ended by recommending the study of 'Ad Gentes' 
as the best text for promoting a missionary spirit according to 
the mind of Vatican II. It is a document that should be thorough-
ly studied and put int0 action in our lives if we are to be faith-
ful tl"I Christ's command to go and teach all nations.(FITIES) 

PrtOVINCES AND TIISTRICTS 

IRELANTio Po12_e _thanks _Archbishop _IJcQUAIJ) 
" Venerable B_ rather_, . 1;,r ld t · · h d t · th t ,,e wou · no w1s one . ay o pass wi ou 
Our de cla:ring t n you, publicly and candidly, Our manifest admira-
tion. Having now att·ained to a rathe:r advanced age, You have, 
with such greatness of soul, such deep respect for the Vicar of 
Chrrust and his will, spontaneously lai d down the burden of govern-
ing t)J.e Archidioc~se of Dubli1_:, an office you have fulfilled with 
the affection of a pastor. 
11 No one who has inde e d k11own you can be unaware how close is the 
UJ?,ion a.r_id relationship of lt>ve, of sense of duty and of friendship, 
with which you have bound yourself to a most loving flock. 
11 Moreover, it is manifestly evident that to this flock you have 
always been a light of inte gr ity and virtue, a pillar of Faith 
and religion, a solace in sorrow and affliction. 
11 Wherever, in the future one may l ook , one mus t discover the 
trac es of your work, your industry and vour a ttentiveness. 
II W~ile ~.therefore' We d~~y re_ce i ve fr om you, as is fitting' your 
resignation from your office, vve proclaim the excellent reason 
why We shou~d openly honour you with illustrious praise and make 
known Our ~ingular ~ffe?tion: wi~h marvellous success, frilr a very 
great portion of your life and with all the resources of vour 
person, you have devoted yourself to the one care and cha;P-'e of 
the fold of ])ublin. 0 
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11 You now depart from office, surely with a certain sadness. You 
should, however, comfort yourself with this particular cause for 
consolation: you have never 1isappointed, never failed the hopes 
of the Church, the will of Christ, and the expectations of a 
Catholic people. 
11 In addition to this o·ur witness, We would thank you also for hav-
ing, with your own gifts, given yourself zealously to the work of 
the whole Church, and for having, in so distinguisbed a manner, 
shone forth to all priests and Bishops, as a luminous example of 
charity, of constance and of fidelity. 
"Let 1 then, Our fraternal esteem and heartful expression of joy 
be crowned for you by Our Apostolic Blessing. 
11 J:VIay that blessing, with the kindly assistance of God, be always 
a source of gladness to your days, sustain you in your apostolic 
zeal and gain for a faithful servant the mos t abundant reward of 
everlasting life. 
I' Given at the Vatican this tenth day of January, in the year 
nineteen hundred and seventy twr, the ninth of Our Pontificate. 

PAUL VI POPE. 

Ethnography 
Every year the General Overseas Bureau organises a literary com-

petition relating to Overseas , consisting of five sections~ Poe try, 
essays, fiction, hist ory and documentaries. Fr. Jose MARTINS VAZ 
entered for the second section, submitting his work entitled "In 
the Cabinda World" in t wo volu....rnes, and won the Frei Joao dos Santos 
Prize, among nine contestants. (Frei Joao dos Santos published in 
1609 his "Eastern Ethiopia" - the first etbnographical essay on 
Africa g hence the title of the prize awarded by the General Over-
seas Bureau for works of this kin:d.) Fr. 1\[ARINS VAZ had already 
published in 1969 a work on "The traditional Philosophy 0f the 
Cabindas 11

, Irt the book for which he was awarded the p~ize, he has 
dealt with four fundamental subjects: Traditional Religion and 
African Divination; The Family; Ancient and Contemporary Social 
Classes; D~ises in African Soci~tie~. This work shows a remarkable 
knowledge of this African people and deserves, along with the prize 
awarded to him, our hearti est congratulations. We note than another 
of our Portuguese confreres, J?r. J oaquim MARTINS, has published an 
important work entitle d "The Wisdom of the Cabindas", in which he 
discusses, with suitable i l lustra tions, the many sym°'.)Ols and pro-
verbs characteristic of this people. 

SENEGAL. District_Charter 
The Senegal District Chapter opened on l\Jionday 7th J:i7ebruary, in 

th~ Foyer de Charit~ a t Cap des Biches. There were 29 capitulants 
present~ 10 members of the Distri_ct Council and 19 de legates from 
the dioceses. Fr. L.LEDIT, Assistant General, represented the Ge-
nera.late, and Fr. J.GODARD, Provincial Vicar, the Province of 
France. '.Ihe regulations were more or less those of the General 
Chapter. Three schemas were discussed: Our Missionary Commitment; 
Our Apost oli.c Work; Our Disctrict as a Living Entity. 
Visit of Mgr THIANDOUM. The Archbishop of Dakar presided at the 
concelebration oh Febr. 8th, at the invitation of the District 
Superior. After the Gospel, addressing the capitulants he said that 
throught the General Chapter and that of the Province of France the 
s~iri~ of Vat~can II was t ouching Senegal in a n ew way with this 
D~str~ct meeting for updating the apostolate. -He expressed his ad-
miration for ~J:ie work_ done dm pr eparation for the Chapter~ in spite. 
of the_ short ~ime ava ilable. Having.received a pre-capitular docu-
men~, 1:--ie r eal~sed tJ:ie interest of the subjects dealt with, and the 
seriousness with which they had been studied. 
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In the name of his collegues . in the Episcopal Conference 9 he 

wished the Chapter every success and felt sure that it would have 
benefit the life of the Local Church. Il fact, since the diocese 
and District overlapped, the problems dealt with would obviously 
concern both jurisdictions. · 
"Be yourselves, but nmt in isolat ion from others", he told us. 
"Be yourselves, that is, be faithful to the ideal of your founders. 
But be also united with others, because our era is one if social 
relations 9 of contacts among men. First of all, you have to work 
with the catechists, because it is these whom you will meet first 
in the course of your ministry, even before the local clergy. You 
have to t ;Ernm _00.1p. with the African priests 9 with the laity, et c .. 
"I am not saying this because of particular circumstances, added 
the Archbishop in concluding, because I have already said it on 
many other occasions. I believe in the usefulness of your presence 
in Senegal, in the same way as I bel ieve also that it should con-
tinue." · 

The atmosphere of the Chapter was exc ellent. Discussions were 
lively, espe cia lly r egard ing to the first schema "Our Missionary 
Commitrnen-r;". The missioners from the bush 9 led by Mgr CAILLEAU, 
placed the emphasis on the "first evangelization", with the rest 

- insisting more on devlopment work in the towns, especially at 
Dakar ( 600/000 inhab.) The urban masses pose serious problems re-
garding evangelization; fur chermore, "first evangelization 11 is 
ce~tainly riot exc luded there, quite the contrary! 

Another topic discussed: The District of Senegal includes the 
Islamic Republic of Mauritania, where 7 confreres are working 
w-i th 1v1gr BERNARD. The chTistians lj_ving there are all foreigners; 
thus the problem posed by Mohammedanism has got to be f aced. 
Four Fathers know Arabic and have contRct with the Muslims. At the 
Chapter they stressed the need to get into touch with this world, 
rather than ignore it, as has more or less been the case up to 
the present. In Mauritania, the l'Jlos lems constitute almost the 
entire population. In Senegal, they . are~75 %, compared with 17 % 
Animistic and 8 Christian. 

The capitulants seemed to realise that meth0ds for approaching 
the Moslems still have to be worked 01rt, and that those who wish 
to u_._YJ_dertake this work should be trained for it. This "miss ion" 
Would require: a) a deep knowledge of Islam 9 b) great detachment, 
c) considerable dicretion, and d) a great poverty of spirit. 

The Chapter was able to deal with three schemas only at the_ 
"yellow paper" stage. The closing date having been fixed in ad-
vance, it was not possible to vote on a definite text, without 
simply rushing them. The Chapter, therefore, decided to interrupt 
its work on the 12th February, and to reconvene and bring it to 
a close from the 11th to the 14th of April. Thus, the texts will 
not be ava ilable till May 1972. (From Fr. LEDIT's report ,20-II-72) 

NIGERIA .. Archbishop_HEEREY_of_Onitsha 
On the 7th of February, His Grace Most Rev. Dr. Francis ARINZE, 

Archbishop of Onitsha, celebrated a Pontifical Requiem Mass in -
Holy Trinity Cathedral, to mark ths 5th anniversary of the death 
of lVIost Rev. Dr. Charles REEREY,CSSp. the first Archbishop of Oni-
tsha, who died in St.Charles'Borromeo Hospital, Onitsha, on the 
7thTof Fe~ruary 19?7· In his sermon during the service, Archbishop 
ARINZE paid a glowing tribute to the evangelical and educational 
W?rk of late Archbi~hop HEEREY. He also praised the exemplary life 
lived and self-service rendered to the nation by the early Mission-
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aries, like Fr. LUTZ, who was the first Catholic priest to set 

foot on the land east of the Niger, and Bishop SHANAHAN of blessed 
memory whose name is a household in almost every family in the 
Eastern State. He drew attention particularly to the late Arch-
bishop HEEREY's fore~ight in fostering the growth of native clergy. 
Cobcluding, he exhorted both clergy and laymen to emulate the early 
Missionaries and live exemplary lives wherever they are and in 
whatever position they ar e placed in life. The Mass was attended 
by a large congregation drawn from all walks of life, including 
the nephew of Archbishop HEEREY, Rev . Fr. Ben HEEREY,CSSp. Parish 
Priest of Udi in Enugu Diocese. (OSS.ROM. 2-III-72). 

EAST _AJ!''RI CA. Plans for New African Province 
On J anuary 1 5th , Fr. Thomas CLYNES,CSSp. Editor of "The Para-

clete"9 concluded a seven we ek tour of our East African Missions. 
As one of the liigh points of his trip, he recalled the days he 
spent at Usa River in the Arusha diocese of Tanzania. There in the 
foothills of lvi:ount l\lleru and thr:; lofty snow-capped Kilimanjaro 9 

20 young send.narians are preparing for the day when they will be-
come the ... first East African unit of the HJly Ghost Fathers. Pre-
sently, Usa River is a center where H.G. students, all of whom are 
stud;ying at various seminaries, gather and -live together during 
vacation p53ribds. With the phenomenal growth of the Church in A-
frica many young men have expressed their desire to become reli-
gious and mi s sionari es , and the establishment of an East African 
Province by the H.G. Fathers is a direct response to the over-
whelming increase in vocations. In Wes t Africa, the Province of 
Nigeria is already flourishing, and now in East Africa the Prov-
ince of Tanzania will, p l ease God, soon become a reality.(The Para-
clete9 Febr.72) 

USA-EAST. Centennial_Celebrations 
This year marks the 100th anniversary of the coming of the Holy 

Ghost Fathers to the U.S.A. Our American confreres have plam1ed 
to give the maximum of solenmity and publicity to the commemora-
tion of this event, so as to instill in the members of the Prov-
ince a deeper sense of love for the Congregation, and foster voc-
ations and spiritual support of those who come to know it better. 
In a sp ec ial message from the White House, President Richard NIXON 
acclaimed·· ··c :_.S ~Sp.:;:j P.chievements during its hundred years of 

presence. In addition, proc l amat ions from the mayors of _several 
major cities cite tb e impact our confreres have made through their 
apostolic work. Cardinal KROL expressed pleasure in having the op-
portunity to publicly aknowledge the extens ive service prcvided by 
ths Congregation in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. He is among 
the Bishops who will be pr i nc ipa l concelebrants at Masses of' 
Thanks giving to be offered throughout the Province during this. 
year. Rev . Fr. LECUYER, Superior Gen eral, has been invited to be 
present at the major events, espec i al ly at a recept ion which will 
be held in his honor in Washington towards the end of September or 
the beginning of October. He will take advantage of the occasion 
to visit some communities in the Province and in Puerto Rico. 
F'r. W. WRIGHT has been asked by Fr. Ch.CONNORS, Provincial, tc . 
serve as Centennial Coordirn1t or. 

News from our Mexican 1vlissions ------------------------------
The mission at Sasabe, Sonorc1, 1v1exico, is under way and serving 

as the center from which two missions in Arizona are serviced. 
'I'he visit to our men and works in the Diocese of Valles San Luis 
Potosi9 Mexico, proved most rewarding and very satisfyi:i_g. Our men 
thank God, are in good health and extremely h~ppy in ~heir work. ' 
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At present 1 the center at Tanlajas (2 confreres) services San An-
tonio (where Fr. TOWNSEND deceased this past year was stationed) 
and about 20 out-stations; .the center at El Pujal (1 confre:ze) 
services 15 sub-centers and might possibly be expanded to include 
an additional 15 others with added help. In this re~ion abandoned 
by both Church and State in the past, and in the whole Diocese., 
we are the only religious·community from outside the country lab-
oring for a neglected people who req_uire the very basic instruct-
ion despite their formal Baptism in most cases. These hardy souls 
demonstrate their deep gratitude and respect to the cbnfreres in 
every way possible. Including our men, there are 30 priests for 
a half-million people and more; a few of these priests are members 
of a small :i:v.iexican religious.Community - the rest are · men from 
other sectors of Mexico. The genuine need for personnel in this 
Diocese and region is exceedingly evident. The Bishop naturally 
expressed his honest appreciatii:m - and His Excellency, an astute 
and apparently competent Shepherd, makes k.,.>1own the high regard 
he has for the confreres. 

New_National_Director_for_Holy_Childhood_Association 
On February 28, Fr. Vernon GALLAGHER,CSSp. was appointed Natio-

nal Director in the U.S.A. of the Pon~ifical Work of the Holy 
Childhood. He succ ee ds Fr. Augustus REITAN,CSSp. who has been Nat-
ional Directer since 1956. - Fr. GALLAGHER, who was ordained in 
1940, holds a doctorate from the University of Pennsulvania. He 
was President of Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, from 1950 to 
1959 1 and U.S. Provincial Superior from 1958 to 1967. In 1967 1 he 
became Associate National Director .of the Holy Childhood Associa-
tion, under Fr. REITAN. Since last July, h e has been parish priest 
of the Sicred Heart parish in Emsworth, Pa. (FIDES). 

SOUTHERN BRASIL Sar, _Paulo _S:f'.iri tan_Scholasticate 
On the 1st of March 1971, the Senior Scholasticate for the Dis-

trict of Southern Brazil was opened at Vila Mangalot, Sao Paulo. 
For most of the 12 students forming the first group admitted, this 
event marked a great change in their lives. It was the beginning 
of their course of higher studies in the Jesuit-run Faculty of 
Philosophy. It was also their first experience of community life 9 

shared with fellow students coming from other districts and there-
fore with very different outlooks and customs. Their first contact 
with pastoral duties and problems takes place in a very·poor 
parish, where the seminary is situated in part in the presbytery 
itself. There was also the impact of life in a large city to be 
faced by young men coming from small towns and isolated farms in 
the country. However, after the first couple of months, all pro-
blems of "adapting" were happily overcome. 

At the end of December 1971, while the already established 
pupils were off on the long holiday, 9 new pupils arrived to prep-
are for the _entrance examination to the Faculty. They had intensive 
courses in ..l::'ortuguese, History and English, all given by lay prof-
essors. 5 others will soon be joining them. For the new scholastic 
year, the n~ber of seminarians is expected to be over twenty. 

Some seminarians from last year ~egan their novitiate in Febr. 
of_this year. This usually takes place after the third year of 
phil oS ?Phy 1 al though at the end of each of the first two years 
there is one month devoted to spiritual preparation. The novice 
has an opportunity to work in the novitiate, or sometimes in the 
parish itself, or in some appropriate field. _ _ 

The seminarians a re gradually integrated into parish li±'e. They 
have done· a course of catechetics and they vrnrk together with their 
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director, in a new area which is about to be_ developed, and where 
everything remains yet to pe done.from the point of view of Church 
organisation. (From a letter of Fr. Gregor LUTZ 9 Director.) 
WV1NVWVWVWVWVWV1NVWVWVWVWVWVWVWV'-NVWVWVWVWVWVWVV'v'VWVWVWVWVWVVvV\VVWVWVW 

CAMERO IDT. 

MISS ION, NEWS 

Ordinations to the Priesthood 
The diocese of DoUine, which for the past 20 years had not had 

a pri estly ordination, has had three during the past few months. 
Last July 18, Bishop Lambert VAN HEYGEN,CSSp. ordained Fr.Flori-
bert ABAD at Ngele-lVianduka. On December 12, Fr. Bernard ZENGUE 
was ordained at Messamena by Bishop ETOGA of Mbalmayo, who as a 
parish priest at Messamena had baptized Fr. ZENG1JE in 1941. Last-
ly, on January 23, Fr. Remi ZE WRS ordained at Essiengbot. 
The only previous priests from the RreR were ordained in 1950~ 
namely, J\flgr L. MINKAT, now V,icar General of the Diocese, and Fr. 
F.X. N'NANGA. - Dourne became R Vicariate Apostolic in 1949 and a 
Diocese in 1955. According to the Annuario J?ontificio for 1972 9 

it has a population of 290,310, of whom 69,183 are Catholics. 
There are 45 missionary priests - most of them f1'om our Dutch 
Province - working there.(FIDES) 

Formation_of_the_Laiti 
"We are giving a new slant to our pastoral work, basing it on 
village committees. In each of our 85 posts and in the different 
wards of Bbolowa the christian communities have elected a commit-
tee of from 4 to 8 members, to deal with various needs on the 
christian and on the humRn level. The catechist himself is not 
elected~ he is a member by right. The committee choses a president 
who is not necessarily the catechist. Former heads of the christ-
ian comrnuni ty are often elected members. The children's. ~amechist, 
a woman, if not elected, takes part in any meetings relating to 
children. The committee is charged with the responsibility for 
the christian community, which it directs in collaboration with 
the priest. 

The committee meets a the beginning of eRch month. If a member 
is absent on three occasions, he is replaced. The permanent activ-
ities of the committee are~ visiting the christians and the sick, 
organising help for those in need, solving disputes, preparing 
children for baptism and couples for mariage 9 etc. The other tasks 
are spread out over the year month by month and are discussed at 
the monthly meeting. 

The committee has a secretary who writes up the minutes of the 
monthly meeting, keeping an eye on the various activities of the 
previous month and organising the work for the coming one. On the 
occasion of the priest's visit to the village 9 the committes 
presents him with a complete account of the situa tion, written 
reports on the work carried out, with regard to the teaching of 
the adults 7 the Sunday c e lebrRtions, the preparation of catech-
umes9 etc. The committee has a model questionnaire for n3rrying 
out the enquiry regarding those presented for infant baptism and 
also_ for the pre-m:=i,rriage enquiry. In this way a preliminary 
sorting out of the requests can b e ma de even before the 1,rrival 
~f the prie~t. N~xt year it wi~l ne nsce~sary to organise one . 
track commi~tee under the chief catechist, e ach village along 

~he trac~ being repres~nted by the president or a delegate of 
its committee. From this, a p a rish committee will be a chieved. 
(From a leaflet manual which each member of the committee keeps 
in possession.) 
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Session_on_Pastoral_Theologr 
F61lowing the meeting held at Pointe-Noir~ at the end of last 

December, there was a further session at the Libermann Senior Sem-
inary in Brazzaville on the - 9th, 10th and 11th of January, at 
which approximately 80 priests, sisters and brothers were present, 
Planned as part of the programme for the "continued formation" of 
the clergy, the session took for its theme: the meaning of the sa-
craments. The work was shared among three professors from _the Sem---
inary~ Fr. ]ooiti.iq11e: KIMBElVIBO was the expert on matters connected 
with liturgy and culture, while Fr. Germain BREIVIONT and Fr.Bernard 
TENAILLEAU were responsible for questions relating to dogmatic, 
moral a_nd pastoral theology. Today, it is more necessary than ever 
before to take a fresh look at the sac;r-a:ments, becau.se, since Vati-
can II many modifications have been introduced which make them 
look different. The fundamental element of faith in the reception 
of the .sacraments is now more emphasised. The community aspect of 
the sacraments in the face of the whole Church is also highlighted 
in the new rites. The Liturgy itself is coming t·o fulfil its 
function as the language of the People of God. For this reason, it 
is the desire of the Church that people not only adapt to the new 
outlook, but develop it. What will be the outcome of this session? 
We should talk of hopes, r a ther than results , perhaps,as the sess-
ion had in fact no authority to issue directives. Many priests 
have expressed the hope that the pastora l practice will be renew-
ed in regard to christians who are living in what is called an 
"irregular state" because of their marriage situation. Howeveri 
hopes are mainly centred on possibility of having the sacramental 
liturgy adapted to the mentality and culture of the peoples of 
the Congo. (SEMAINE, 5-III-72). 

ZAIRE. 
The E;pi_scopal Conferences covering the three Provinces of Ka--

tanga; Kivu and Kisangani, totalling 16 dioceses with approximate•-
ly 4 million Catholics,among whom our confreres are working, have 
asked for the preparation in swahili of the New Testament and 
Bible, as well as some other liturgical books, for use in all 
three provinces. The renewal of the Liturgy which introduced the 
use of the v_ernacular in the Mass, mg,de the need for this trans-· 
lation a matter of urgency; a translation into simple and easily 
intelligible swahili which may be Uhderstood even by uneducated 
Christians, utilising the vocabulary in current use. Moreover, 
for preaching and for various forms of the biblical apostolate, 
introductions and abundant notes are to be added, according to 
the directives of Va tican II. 

The :preparation of this edition has been entrusted to two ex•·· 
perts: :B1r. J.PEETERS, who is responsible for the Swahili language, 
and Fr. A.ROll!lMELAERE, who has been professor of Scripture for tJ1e 
pa·st twBnty years. The.y work in close collaboration with the. 
members of the Liturgical Commission for the Swahili L2mgw:1ge 1 

which a ssembles - exlierts chosen from the three eastern Provinces 
of Za:ire. Their first task is to edit the Bible readings for lit• • 
urgica l use. Following this will be the e dition of the New Testa-
ment, which is expected to be ready towards the end of 1972. 
At the_same ~ime,_the Liturgical Commission is preparing editions 
of various liturgical books, including the Missal and Liturgy 
of_ the Sacraments. These editions are published by the C.LrSw. 
B. P. 162, Bukavu, Za1re. ) · 
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SOUTH A:B1R1-CA. Ecumenical 1VIanifestations. -------------------------

Six yOUi."lg Anglican theology students now a ttend lectures and 
exercises at the Catholic Senior Seminary of the diocese of Maseru 
in Lesotho. This was agreed upon by the ecclesi~stical authorities 
of the two denuminations. The Anglican students could not continue 
their studies in South Africa, since the frontiers between this 
country and Lesotho had been closed. 

Anglicans, Jews and Catholics took part in a series of public 
de.monstra tions in protest against the South .African law that au-
thorizes the arrest of suspicious persons without previous trial 
by a law court. Among the participants of this demonstr ation in 
the city of Durban was also the Catholic archbishop of ]urban, lVIgr 
Denis HURLEY, as well as the Anglican bishop K.B. HALLOWES, the 
rabbi Abner WEISS and the Anglican archdes.con Harold LAWRENCE. 
(lfachrichten aus Provinz und Heimat 1/1972 p. 22) 

TRINIDAD. Seminary Vocations Drive -------~------~---------
Ever since the Archidiocesan Seminary in Trinidad was declared 
a Regional Seminary in July 1 970 , an ad ded dimension to Seminary 
training became imminent. 2astoral formation has been developed 
to involve the seminarians personally in apostolic work.Co~p~tence 
to deal with people of all ages and baclcgrounds can be learned 
only through actual experience. Hence a twofold aim is envisaged~ 
a) A well supervised field training experience, which is meant 
to help the ;eminarians to a ssimilat e the theology they have al-
ready studied and motiva te them to study more. Again 1 it serves 
as a test of vocations and helps them to re li10ve s elf doubts 0f 
fear about the ir work, and to gain confidence in their ability 
to cope 1 to relate to people and to f e llow pr i ests. 
b) To· make. a contribution to the development of the Church in the 
Caribb~aL, Tough h oliday work-camps or vocation drives in the 
seven other dioces es of the Region, stirring up a greater aw3.re-
ness of the needs of the Church, encouraging firmer corrnn.i tment on 
the part of the laity to foster local vocations for the pri est-
hood and the reli gious life . 

Since the field trc=tining is accomplished outside the Seminary 1 
careful preparations must be made. Once the team is s e lected, 
regul8.r i:tieetings are held, where a detailed study of the a re r:t is 
made~ J?req_uent comrnu..YJ.ications with the Bishop, the vocation di-
rector and the diocesan vocation con11i1i tt ee help to facilitate 
the group in the preparations and to bring the project in focus. 

During the past year, 4 dioceses (out of the 8 which form 
part of the Regional Se,uinary) were visited. The CO!ilposition of 
the teams was designed to bring out the regiona l charact er of the 
Seminary, and a priest-director forms an integra l part of the 
team. The size of the team ranges from 7 to 14. On two of the 
tours r e li gious sisters were invit ed to fuliil a role in a part-
icular 8spect of the religious life which they a lone could ad-
equately handle. 

Areas of operation included: the Liturgy 1 preaching 8. t Mass, 
conducting Bible services, folk Masses, yout h r e treats nnd 
r a llies, catechetical seminars, visit a tion of homes, schools, 
social institutions such as hosp itals, prisons, homes for the 
age d and SRnatoriums, press int erviews, r a dio and TV programmes. 
Thus the serninr-iri:1ns becRme involve d i n vRrious problems and 
f acets of the life in the modern world. 

They have agreed that they d0rive ~uch benefit from those 
apostolic missions. Moreover, they became ~ware of the ir short-
comings and failur es. For instance, they felt the n ee d for in-
corporating i:ia the genera l progr:=rnme a period for dc=:1ily cor.1munal 
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prayer besides Holy Mass. They experienc ed the tensions and strains 
that accompany workiq;; tcigetber as a tearni the alienat ion of Y0uth 
from the Church and matters religious. ThE:i ?ttt i tude · of suspicion 
and doubt that marked the r elat ionship of the older clergy to-
wqrds seminarians, fear brought about by insecurity an doubt as to 
wha t the "new breed" may introduce in the Church and ·in religious 
practice. There is no doubt that sometimes they were seen as a 
threat to the existing order, but once they become known, accept-
ance inevitably follov;ed and suspicion quickly vanished. 

Today the Se1,1inary looks forwc1rd optimistically to the forth-
coming tours of 3 other dioces es during the current year. We have 
firm confidence that the priests of the future iD the Caribbean 
will rise to the expectations which the new-emerging nations de-
mand, if only they were sympathetically u.c-viderstood Rnd h e lped to 
be open t o the Spirit and sensitized to the needs . of ·men in our 
society.(P. ~.DE VERTEUIL, Omnis Terra.) 

AMAZONIA. Plea for Social Justice 
According to l\TC News Service, lVIgr DE LANGE, CS Sp. prelate "nul-

li us" of Tefe, hns suspended r eligious services for rubber plant-
ation owners, pending improvement of ne ar-slave conditions of 
their wiprk~rs. "For a long time,"said the Bishop, 11 we tried to 
open the owners'hearts to their obligation of social justice, but 
to no avail .. They said tha t they are cstholics and so promised 
to heed the priests 'plea for socic1l justice .. But we turne d our 
backs and the promises were gone. Appe3ling to thes e people is 
useless .. " 1\1.ore over , ivigr :DE LANGE and his priests Rr e preparing 
a documented report on the living conditions of the workers. It 
will dea l with forc ed labour in remote areas f or long periods, 
high prices in stores controlled by the plantation owners, and the 
l a ck of medical car e . - News of the a ction t aken by Tefe 's priests 
reached the outside world through two social workers who ret1,rrned 
to __ lV.ianaus a fter a tour of the territory. (S OUTBERN CROSS). 
un un un U..Yl un un un un uYJ. un m1 urr un ur1 u..11.D11ux1unun un un un un un un un un un un unun unun 

V A R I A 

AFRICA. A publication on "African The olo.ay" ----------------------- ---------9, 
A plea for the syst s ,11atic development of an Afri can rrheology , 

incorporating African trn.ditiona l Stnd r eli gious elements, is mRde 
by Fr. Ch2.rles NYA~viITI, a Tanzanian :pri est, in a Pastoral p:::i,per 
edited by G21ba Publications (P. 0 .Box 41 65 , K0Enpala). When he calls 
for an African Theology , the c1uthcr do es not mean a new reli gion 
or doctrine , or a mi xture of Christian teaching and African reli-
gious beliefs, but the a cc epted Catholic doctrine expressed and 
pres ented in Accordanc e with the Africqn mentalit y and n ee ds. It 
is inevitable that African theology must b e based on Christian 
Reve l a tion and African Culture. And wh ,,m consid ering Christian 
Revelation, it is i mportant to distinguish be t ween ;Lts fnndament o. l 
content and its cultu_Ta l expression, whi ch ma y not be the s an1e, 
The t ask of the African theologian will be in every cas e to search 
the fundamental content of the: Christi:::m te a ching through the cul-
tural expression in the sourc es of Revel2tion, and see how it 
should be app lied to the Afric p, n culture" "The chr i st i anisat ion of 
the Afric qn elements depend on their na t ure: those which ar e equal-
ly found in Christianlty will have to be adopted as such; the ele -
ments analogous t o the Christian mysteries will receive a Christ-
ian difuension corresponding to the mysteri es to which they are 
analogous ; the superstitious or err oneous · e l ernents will have t o be 
eliminated.~ ~e warns, however, tha t the probl em of African Theo-
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logy is greater and more complex thr-m the mere confrontation of 
Christian doctrine with Afric an philosophy. Christianity, he con-
cludes9 has to be judged in the light of African religions and 
cultures - which in turn have to be judged in the light of Christ-
ianity. 

,.. . 
J ohe,nnesburg. - About 3 50 ministers, missionaries and l e cturers 
of the N. G. Kerk heard papers on ":Slack 'l'hE.iology" which formed 
the ther,1e of the annual conference held r ecent ly in Pretoria. 
In a paper on "Black Theologye as a revolutionary rn.ovefaent", Prof. 
C.BOSHOFF 1 of the University of J?r e toriR, stated that if Black 
Theo logy were to be followed through its lo 6ical conclusions by 
black people, it would make com1::unication between black and white 
i,npossi ble. It makes use of uJ1-ChristiA.n L1e thods in its efforts 
to re nlize the aspiration - 1mderstnnd2,ble - of the black man for 
his human di gnity. In another :ixiper, Prof. ]). CRAF:l!7 0R]), of the Uni-
v ersity of the North, said that in so far as BlRck Theology pre~ 
s erved and continued with the Christ of the Bible, it would be a 
p·ositive force; if not, it would prove f :=i.tal. H0 drew a distinct-
ion between "Black Theo logy" and "Afri ecm Th2ology'"', which, he .L 

said 1 was created precisely to indigenize Christianity in Africa. 
It was aimed not only a t enab ling the black man to stand on his 
own feet 9 but also to work with white peo1Jle in the church sphere 
in the unity of the f a ithful. 

Suburban masses in LRtin America 
The former Preaident of Chile, Ediardo FREI, said at a confer-

ence held :J, t the University of Dayton (U.S.A.) that "millions of 
people living on the outskirts of l arge La tin-American cities llave 
lost contact with society. The se people will be a ttracted by violent 
r evolutionary movements if their outcry is not list ened to." 
The s e 11 faarginal groups" number 30 millions 9 most of theu1 COii1ing 
from rura l areas, and they are forc e d to endure all typ es of de-
privations. The family and extended family provided theill with an 
organisation, cultural values, and surro1mdings which at l east 
offered minimum conditions for human existence, wher eas now 9 liv-
ing outside the cities they l a ck organisation, r epr esentation in 
the community and in the industrial sphere 9 e ducation and health 
faciliti es, etc .. "The problem is so vast, Rdded FREI, that it 
cannot bG r e solved by traditional means. These people are well 
aware of their .sad plight,' and make comparisons with those who 
are better off." 

The countries of Latin-America need "internal int egr a tion" to 
compensate for the discr epancies existing between the rural sec-
tors and the urban sectors now mor e favour e d by technica l pro gress. 
It is necessary to build industrial centr es in the rural areas 
also 9 which will give wprk to l arge numbers and pror:10 t e deve lop-
ment. A grave problem exists with regard to the some 1 00 million 
agricultural workers, of whom almost 6 5 nillions have a miserable. 
standard of living with an annual income of less than 200 dollars. 
The distrilmtion of land is not sufficient ,1.nless ther e is in-
creased production. The urban consumer should. pay more for food 
iter11s, or contribute by rneFms of higher t axes towards equalising 
the standard of the agricultural worker's life with that of the 
industria l worker. 

Moreover, La~in-Amer;ca n~eds also ext erna l integration. By 
1980i _a Collim?n Market or Latin America could become a reality. 
"Fore ign ca1, i tal II says Fre i "is not always a benefit to the coun-
tries of Latin Ar1.erica: these coimtries, befure a ccepting for e ign 
money, should lay down conditions which prot e ct the int erests of 
their local economy as well as thos e of the money lenders. 11 (Me]YI) 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++NECROLOGY ++++++++++++++++++++++ 
... ] 1 ather Gast on LE NY, of the Province of France, died at Langon-
net on J-anuary 2nd 1972, aged 82 years. He had been professed for 

-58 years .. 
- Father Frangois-Xavier ROBERT, of the Province of France 9 died 
at Chevilly on February 28th 1972, aged 85 years. He had been 
professed for 63 years. 
- Father Lucien SCHERRING, of the District of Luanda, died at Am-
brizete on February 28th 1972, aged 68 years. He has been profess-

·ed for 48 years. 
- F'ather Jean VAN DBN DUNGEN, of the District of the Amazonia, 
died at Foz do Jntai on February 29th 1972 9 aged 73 years. He had 
been professed for 51 years. 
- Father Emile HERBINIERE 9 of the Province of France, died at Che-
villy on March 2nd 1972, aged 85 years. He had been professed 
62 years. 
- -Father Peter KOEPP, of the Province of Germany,. died at Cologne. 
on March 3rd 1972, aged 78 years. He had been professed 51 years. 
;;:; Brother HARTMUT G0MBLER, of the Province of Germany, died at 
Dormagen on Mar6h 5th 1972, aged 72 years. He had been professed 
44 years. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++ R. I. P. +++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A _Tool-kit _for _S crir:ture _·Trans lat ors 
The World Catholic Federation for the Biblical Apostolate has 

compiled a "tool-kit" for Sacred Scripture and commentary trans-
lation work by priests and lqymen whose first ;tanguage is English. 
11he "kit" consists of 50 works selected and tentatively approved 
by the Federation's Book Advisory Comillittee. 

It is expected that within several months other listings of 
books, pamphlets and other written aids to tr:=mslRtion will be 
available for those whose first langm=tge is Itc1lian, Spanish or 
Franch. "We are primarily aiming at priests in the missions" said 
F:1r. B"ORCHARD, Federation General Secretary 9 l!who are a·sked by 
their bishops to prepare Lectionaries or books on the Bible or the 
entire New and Old Testament." He said the 50 works would "form · 
the basic library for this work 11 and would include such texts as 
Biblical Atlas, a Bible History and Bibles in the ancient Greek 
and Hebrew. The list also includes grammars of the Greek and Hebrew 
languages as used in the original texts, a theological diction-
ary and dictionaries of' ancient Greek and Hebrew. "In other words 9 

Fr. ORCHARD explained, we find men with competence in tr:=mslating 
the Bible or pRrts into languages which you find in remote :::md al-
most unheard of lands. They understand the lrmguage or di:=ilect 
used there, but norrrn=tlly they_ work from the original Greek or 
Hebrew into the desired language or dialect, though sometimes they 
go first through their own rn:itive tongueg French, Italian, German, 
Spanish or English, as the case may be. ThAt is precisely where 
this little 50-book 11 tool kit 11 comes into play. 11 

Fr. ORCHARD explained tha~ the presentation of the list to mis-
sionaries and other groups and recommandation of the written mater-
ial named in it was only a first step. "The next step will be to 
determine if mission groups would like to build up central libra -
ries containing these books and then to determine-how we would be 
able to go about obtP1ining enough copies of the books to set up 
these libraries." 

Following that, would be the task of hlaking the books on the 
list readily available to all experts working on biblical trans-
lations, particularly in developing nations. (0ss. Rom.) 
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